





From the O /
Warren Chnst
~Jan:/ 8} 2001
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Betty:

Per our conversation this mor 1n
thought you might enjoy seeing the
attached. These are from a book one
of the WH photographers put together
of candid shots of RR throughout his
presidency. As you can see, the Oval
office was pretty bare by the time we
departed.

Kathy Osborne

PHOTOCOPY
WJC HANDWRITING



THE FINAL DAy

After eight years with “temporary custody” of the Oval

Office, it was back home to California

The moming sun was streaming through the windows of
the Oval Office. The 40th President of the United States
was standing alongside the historic desk, now cleared of his
personal mementos. With his hands folded together, he
took asilent look around the office. | detectedlittle, if any,
emotion. Ina few hours, Ronald Reagan would be a former
president.

He moved behind the desk, and still standing, picked up
the telephone for what would become the last call of his
presidency. The daughter of former aide Lyn Nofziger was
in the hospital with cancer, and the president was trying to
get the White House operator to reach her.

As he talked on the phone, I noticed Kathy Osbome
hugging Gen. Colin Powell, the last of Reagan'’s six
national security advisers. Also in the office were Ken
Duberstein (who had replaced Howard Baker as chief of
staff), White House press secretary Marlin Fitzwater and
Jim Kuhn.

After the phone call, the president sat awkwardly in the
generic government chair now at the desk — his chair had
been removed the night before. He opened the top drawer

9:22 a.m. - Taking a last look around the Oval Office.

to make sure the handwritten note he had left inside the
day before for President-elect Bush was still there. ]t was.
On stationery with the words, “Don't let the turkeys vet
you down” printed at the top, the president had

handwritten:
*Dear George,

You!'ll have moments when yor want w wse this parucidar stanonery
Well, go toit. George, | measire the memories we share and wish o all the
very best. You'll be inmy pravers. God bless you and Barbara. I'll muss owr
Thirsday hunches.

: Ron”

Powell gave Reagan his final national security brieting:
“The world is quiet today, Mr. President.”

After about 35 minutes, Kuhn told the president that a
group of press photographers was ready to photograph him
leaving the office. “Get ‘em in here,” Reagan said
impatiently. Assistant press secretary Mark Weinberg
ushered in the group of about 20 still photographers.
Reagan, who had been standing behind the desk, then
made his way to the door leading outside to the white-
pillared colonnade. He paused as he grasped the doorknob,
turmed around, and took one last look. His “temporary
custody” of the Oval Office had come to an end.
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December 21, 2000

The Honorable William J. Clinton
President of the United States
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, DC. 20500

Dear President Clinton,

New Yorkers cheered when we learned of your offer to Senator Moynihan to transfer historic
Governors Island to New York for $1.00. As you know, Govemnors Island is an extraordinary
treasure, with historic forts, remarkable architecture and undeveloped green space. With bipartisan
cooperation among Members of Congress, the Governor and the Mayor of New York and the
community, we have created a development plan for the island that will benefit New York and all
Americans while preserving the historic features of the island. Bipartisan legislation, supported by
Governor Pataki, has been introduced in Congress that would fulfill your offer to transfer the island
to New York and put into place the preservation and development plan for the Island. Unfortunately,
with the 106® Congress drawing to a close, the legislation is unlikely to pass in this session of
Congress.

While we may have run out of time to work out a way 1o transfer the entire island to New
York before you and Senator Moynihan leave office, there is still time to fulfill at least part of your
offer. We urge you to utilize your authority under the Antiquities Act to declare portions of
Governors Island as 3 National Monument managed and interpreted by the National Park Service for
the benefit of the nation. In accordance with this Act, we believe the monument should include Castle
Williams and Fort Jay and associated ordinance buildings, which tell an important story about the
significance off New York harbor and its strategic location in the defense of the United States.

As part of the appropriate disposal for the Island, you encouraged the City and the State of
New York to develop a plan for the appropriate protection and development of the Island. Part of
that plan was the creation of a National Monument to be established by the Congress, to include
historic Castle Williams and Fort Jay. By declaring the Island’s forts as National Monuments before
you leave office, you would begin the implementation of the development plan for the entire island.
Your action would also send a strong message that this island is indeed a national treasure and that
we must proceed expeditiously toward its preservation.

Unfortunately, despite our bipartisan efforts, the disposal process for Governors Island may
go on for yeers. We need to make sure that these two histonc forts do not continue to deteriorate.
Castle Clinton, Ellis Island, the Statue of Liberty National Monuments, and Gateway National
Recrcation Area are already units of the National Park System. It would be natural for Governors
Island to likewise be included. Thematically, all of these units were part of the defense of the New
York Harbor. Including Fort Jay and Castle Williams would significantly enhance that story, and
since the National Park Service already runs boats to the other islands, it would be a natural addition
to include the forts of Governors Island.
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