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fiDflm Stolpeh • One Sppidg Hill Road • Westpobt, ConnecTicuT 06880-1903

October 31,2000

Dear Bridget:

Hope that this letter finds you well and busy; I’m sorry to bother you at this time.

Thanks for your note, and I hope I am not imposing on your kindness too much.

Again I appreciate your kindness.

Sincerely,

I know that this must be a cumbersome request, but it would mean a great deal to Doug to 
be able to have the collection he's already donated complete. The same issue arose when 
George Bush was President and he corrected the oversight by personally re-writing the 
letter n long hand. Is this at all possible?

Ms. Bridget Leininger 
Associate Director
Office of Political Affairs 
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Additionally, I have a picture of myself with the President, and one of my son and me 
with The First Lady. I'm inclosing them with this letter. Is there any chance that they 
could sign the pictures to me. If the matting needs to be the standard White House issue 
it can be changed.

However. 1 received in the mail from Douglass Campbell the enclosed correspondence 
today. Seemed the President lived up to his promise of writing a letter, but it was a typed 
and not a holographic letter. In order to fit in with all of the other presidential letters in 
Doug's collection the letter needs to be handwritten in its entirety by the President.

Adam Stolpen
Enc: letters and 2 pictures



Via: FAX 203 227 4555 

October 2, 2000 

- -"YT,...,. • C'C ,... "•�ftD"'C'T T 
VVlJ\.7L.t,.;').::, \...rtl't'lC 1.n:.,AJ,.., 

3 East 71 st Street 
New York, NY 10021 

ll2 734� 7676 

J. ru< �r) Dear Adam: ( c i 'O .oo t 'D 

I received the letter today from Bill Clinto( As you \vil) see, it has marvelous content - I 
could not have asked for better - but it is unfortunately typed, rather than handwritten. 

It may be amusing to know that when I got the letter from George Bush. also of good 
content, though perhaps not as good as this one, it was typed. I sent it back to him. and it 
was returned handwritten. I wonder if the President would consider doing this for his 
letter. 

Best wishes, 

Sincerely, 

� 

PSI-� Z0/10 d 8Z9-l IS8£S£6 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

September 28, 2000 

Douglass Campbell 
Senior Vice President 
Resource Holdings, Ltd. 
520 Madison Avenue, 40th Floor 
New York, New York 10022 

Dear Douglass: 

I was delighted to learn of your impressive 
collection of Presidential letters. What a 
gift of history you'll be giving Yale 
University. 

You asked what I consider to be the greatest 
accomplishments of my Administration. There 
are many that I'm proud of, but those that come 
to mind first would likely be that we've 
lowered unemployment and welfare rolls, reduced 
crime, provided more health insurance coverage 
for children, and passed the Family and Medical 
Leave Law. 

Best wishes and good luck. 

Sincerely, 

�� 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHl1'GTON 

September 28, 2000 

Douglass Campbell 
Senior Vice President 
Resource Holdings, Led. 
520 Madison Avenue, 40th Floor 
New York, New York 10022 

Dear Douglass: 

I was delighted to learn of your impressive 
collection of Presidential letters. What a 
gift of history you'll be giving Yale 
University. 

You asked what I consider to be the greatest 
accomplishments of my Administration. There 
are many that I'm proud of, but those that come 
to mind first would likely be that we've

lowered unemployment and welfare rolls, reduced 
crime, provided more health insurance coverage 
for children, and passed the Family and Medical 
Leave Law. 

Best wishes and good luck. 

Sincerely, 

�� 
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APPRAISAL OF PRESIDENTIAL AUTOGRAPHS

This remarkable assemblage of letters and documents, brought

together by Douglass Campbell, is one of the finest collections 

Every autograph was selected withtype in the world.of its

and each represents the choicest exemplarimpeccable taste.

for its attractive appearance, contents and

Every item isno ordinary specimens here.

exciting and beautiful, aesthetically framed with an engraving or 

photograph, to display the autograph to the very best advantage.

The experienced historian or connoisseur who appreciates 

documents and portraits that illuminate our history will pause 

half a century as an autograph expert.

In this appraisal, each item is individually described, with 

a separate evaluation for each that represents the current market 

value.

Charles Hamil

CHARLES HAMILTON

HANDWRITING & MANUSCRIPT EXPERT

t66 E. 63RD STREET

NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10021 

(212) 080-0330

and look with awe and admiration on this unsurpassed gallery of 

Presidents, one of the most impressive I have seen in more than 

available, notable

rarity. There are
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September 7, 2000

Dear Mr. President:

q I ^/oe

Best wishes to you and Mrs. Clinton,

Sincerely,

Hon. William J. Clinton 
The White House 
Washington, DC

Douglass Campbell
Senior Vice President

DOUGLASS CAMPBELL
3 East 71st Street 

New York, NY 10021 
212 734-7676

V>?y

I would appreciate it very much if you would be willing to write me a short letter to 
complete the collection. Could you include a line or two saying what you think are the 
outstanding accomplishments of your time in office?

u

I have what is considered to be a unique collection of hand-written letters of Presidents 
written during their term of office, which I am leaving to Yale University.

It includes one of the three letters known of William Henry Harrison, one of the two 
letters known of President Eisenhower, a copy of the Emancipation Proclamation signed 
by Lincoln, (as well as a hand-written letter to Edward Everett), a letter of President 
Garfield to Edwards Pierrepont (‘1 want to determine early in my term if I am to be a 
registering clerk or President”), and many others of interest I thought you might be 
interested in the comments made by Charles Hamilton who until his death was the 
leading expert on autographs in this country. The collection is now complete except for 
President Johnson, though his family are trying to be helpful, and, of course, I do not 

have one of yours.

fin -
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Resource Holdings Ltd. 

July 7, 2000 

Hon. William J. Clinton 
The White House 
Washington, DC 

Dear Mr. President: 

WHO RECORDS MGMT 

1 have what is considered to be a unique collection of hand-written letters of Presidents 
written during their term of office, which I am leaving to Yale University. 

It includes one of the three letters known of William Henry Harrison, one of the two 
letters known of President Eisenhower, a copy of the Emancipation Proclamation signed 
by Lincoln, (as well as a band-written letter to Edward Everett), a letter of President 
Garfield to Edwards Pierrepont ("I want to determine early in my term if I am to be a 
registering clerk or President''), and many others of interest. I toought you might be 
interested in the commeats made by Charles Hamilton who t.mtil his death was the 
leading expert on autographs in this country. The collection is now complete except for 
President Johnson, though his family are trying to be helpful, and, of course, I do not 
have one of yours. 

l would appreciate it very much if you would be willing to write me a short letter to 
complete the collection. Could you include a line or two saying what you think are the
outstanding accomplishments of your time in office?

Best wishes to you and Mrs. Clinton, 

Sincerely, 

,��-
-> 

Douglass Campbell 
Senior Vice President 

�003 
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DATE: 

FOR: ORM - SEARCH REQUEST or ORM - FILE ACTION

FROM:

1.

2. 

3. 

4. 

5.  

6.  

7. 

OTHER REQUEST(S):8. 

PLEASE FILE: ADDITIONAL BACKGROUND
MATERIAL(S) FOR THE FILE

LOOK-UP: HAS THE ATTACHED RESPONSE 
BEEN DISPATCHED YET?

(please provide copy of the ORM dispatched copy)

LOOK-UP: PLEASE PROVIDE A COPY OF THE 
FILE ON THIS WRITER

LOOK-UP: PLEASE PROVIDE A COPY OF THE 
INCOMING ONLY

LOOK-UP: HAVE THE ATTACHED RESPONSES 
BEEN DISPATCHED YET? 

(please provide copy of ORM dispatched copies)

LOOK-UP: PLEASE PROVIDE A COPY OF THE 
FILE ON THIS CORRESPONDENCE

JAN VRANICH^ROOWI 94, X. 65914
DEBBIE BIRQ; ROOM\4, X. 6T94O 

INTERN rPOOM 94 X. 65465

___ PLEASE FILE: NO RESPONSE NECESSARY

\ 
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July 2, 1999

10021

Dear Douglass:

Thank you for writing.

All the best to you.

Sincerely,

Your collection of Presidential letters sounds very impressive. 
I'm happy to contribute to it, especially given that you plan to 
donate it to one of my Alma Maters, Yale university.

Douglass Campbell
Senior Vice President 
Resources Holdings Ltd. 
520 Madison Avenue 
Fourth Floor
New York, New York

You asked me to mention the accomplishments of my Administration 
which make me most proud. We’ve made a great deal of progress in 
a number of areas, but I'd have to say I'm particularly glad 
we’ve done so much for education in this country. With tax 
credits and more affordable student loans, more work-study jobs 
and Pell grants, we have finally made a college education a real 
opportunity for all Americans. Higher standards have been set in 
our public schools, and more teachers are being hired to reduce 
class sizes and give more students the best chance to be their 
best.

Of course, I'm also pleased by what my team and I have done with 
the budget. For the first time in 30 years, it's balanced -- and 
we're on a course for 25 years of budget surpluses ahead. It's a 
bright time in our nation's history, and I'm extremely proud to 
have made a contribution toward our prosperity.

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
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Douglass Campbell
Senior Vice President 
Resources Holdings Ltd. 
520 Madison Avenue
Fourth Floor
New York, New York
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, robro8e@att.net
06/29/99 04:17:28 PM

Record Type; Record

To: Mary Morrison/WHO/EOP

cc:
Subject: Re: hello

Mary,

Bob 

As it turns out, the President commented to me how 
very appreciative he was that I undertook the Majority 
2000 event and how much that he enjoyed it In 
retrospect perhaps, I should have at the least mentioned 
either of these topics to him.  ---------

You are SO SO wonderful. As you expected, I did talk to 
the President yesterday at the l_Z in Connecticut and also 
a few times in New York as I was the event chair for "The 
Iceman Cometh." I have found through years of 
mistakes that it is usually far better to work things at 
the staff level and not clrcument the system. While I 
may get what I want sooner going directly to the 
President, staff often becomes resentful. (I am 
certainly not inferring in the least that you or Nancy 
fall into this category. I also endeavor to operate 
at Bear Stearns in the same manner.)

Therefore, in direct answer to your question, although I 
certainly feel close enough to the President to ask him 
directly about both Douglas Campbell's request but also 
about my interest in being invited to watching a game or 
movie with him, I did not do either.

h-203-222-8800
0-212-272-2822
> Hello Bob.
>
> I just wanted to close the loop and see if you got the letter taken care of

Alas, however, I did not and must once again ask your 
assistance to follow through. If either prove difficult, 
I am sure there will be other opportunities when I will 
have the opportunity to ask him directly.

With much appreciation,
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> for Douglas Campbell per an email you sent me earlier this month? I
> figured you might have yesterday in CT?
>
> Let me know if you did not and we will try and take care of it on this end.
>
> Thanks
> mm
>
>
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Record Type: Record i

To: Mary Morrlson/WHO/EOP ' i

cc:
Subject:

/
Mary,

,yHJUN23pH12:iy

Thanks for your assistance.
Ar

Bob

/(Please see accompanying fax)

v°
..•p

z' °

I am faxing you a request from Douglas Campbell that I 
would like to be responsive to. Douglas is a gentleman 
in his 70s that has amassed one of the finest collections 
of Presidential letters in the country. He has 
handwritten letters from every President except LBJ and 
WJC and has been working with the Johnson family to 
obtain the former. Upon his death, Campbell has 
bequeathed his entire collection to Yale University. 
Douglas would very much like to complete his collection 
with the inclusion of a very brief handwritten letter 
from President Clinton.

robrogft
06/18/99
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JN.-18' 99IFRI) 07:48 BEAR STEARNS FUTURES TEL: 212272781 7 P. 001

BEAR STEARNS

tL Laz (XjP

Qc c-c>

kobertn.rose
SENIOR MANAGING DIRECTOR

bear, STEARNS A CO. INC.
2*5 PARK avenue

NEW VORK. NEW YORK 10167 

(212) 272-2822
(SOO) 70l-39a3

FAX; (2121272-7817 
e-mal|: rnrose4Jbcir.com
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From 

\

I 

Resource Holdings Ltd. 

JWlc,7, 1999 

Hon. William J. Clinton 
The White House 
Washington. DC 

Dear Mr. Presideut: 

I have what is c�sidercd to be unique c-ollection ofhagd-;wriuen lettc:1S of rreafde'1ts 
written dun!\£ their term of'offi e, whioh I am leaving to Yale University, 

It includet one or rhe three I kno-..m of William Henry Harrison, one of the two 
letters known of'Presidcnt _Eisq o�, • �PY ut the Emancipation Ptocwnation slSJ]ed 
by Lincoln. (as �11 as a band- ·ttcn letter lu Edward Everett), a letier of President
Garti�ld to Edwal"ds Picn1:p'cm� want to detomunc early m my term if 1 4m to be a 
registeri.oa cl�k or President'"'), many otbeN oti.azeresi. I thought yo0 might be 
interested ir, tbe comments made )' Charles Hamilton who until bis death a year aao was 
the le.adlng expert o.a autogr&pbs .n tfus g:,untry. The collection is now complete c:itcept 
for Pn:,idcnt Johnson, though · e.mily are trying to be belpfut and of course l do not 
have oM of your.11. 

I would •ppreciate it very much i you would be willing to write me a short letter to 
complete the eolli:ction. Could include: a line or two saying whGt you think arc the 
ouuta.nding ac«>mplishmenls of"y ur time In offi<:4t? 

Sincerely, 

ouglass Campbell 
enior Vic::e President 

�017 

P. 002

P01 

t 
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TEL:2122727817
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P. 003
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P0:2

ARLES HAMILTON 
MJlcN[lVl,l'RJ'nlNG Ale MANUseRIPT 1!.XPERT 

, es c;. eaAD S'l'RliZT 
tCW YOflk. NiW VOA!( f 0C>a I 

12.12) 98e-.a:l>8 

� P'RBSYDJfflTXAL Atr.rOGRAPJtS 

This remarkab1e a &Qmb1age of letters and documents, brought 

together .by Douglass 

of its type in the 

iin;;:,ecc .. b1a tc\.ste, an 

avail.able
r 

not;1bl"' fo 

m��ll, is one of the fine�t collections 

Every aut:.ograph "f4S &elected with 

each represent& the choicest exemplar 

its &t.t�acf;i1re appearance, contents 3nd 

rarity. 'J.lhere arc no ordjnary epacimens here. Every .item is 

exe�t�ng �nd beautifui 4esthet�eally framed with an engraving or 

pbot09raph, to di�play the auto�raph to the ve�y best advantage. 

The experiencad historian or connoi�seur who appreciate5 

doeumente and port:ra; ta th1:1t illuminate our hiatory wil.l pau:se 

and look with aW'Q an admiration on this unsurpa5se� gallery of 
.-

Presidents, one oft moat ��pro&Give I hava seen in more than 

ha1� a centu�y as an utograph expert. 

rn thiB appraisa � each ite� ia 1ndividua11y deecribed, with 

a separate evalu�tion for each that represahts the current �arket 

value. 

� Charles Ham�l 
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■a...

Does

Jan

Wanted to make sure you 
else regarding this^rfs

See Nancy's ni 
"final

Carol just sent this over for

i^ren't working on anything 
'Teven though an Eugenie letter. 

‘fT.which Carol interprets as the

fiook familiar to me...fyi
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ADVANCE:

PHONE

SCHEDULER:

The White HousePREV RON
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PROCEED to LBJ Room, S-211
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202/353-5133
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PHONE
CELL
#3392

MICKIE MAILEY 
202/456-5318 
202/456-5340 
202/251-0916 
202/338-7095

PHONE
FAX
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HOME

SENATE ETHICS
LBJ Room
S-211, The Capitol
CLOSED PRESS

PRESS ADVANCE: KELLY PAISLEY
202/694-0051

FHE PRESIDENT
I'D- (p -od

DEPART the South Portico
EN ROUTE the Capitol
[Drive time: 10 minutes]

MOTORCADE MANIFEST:
MAIN: HRC

9:25 am
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[NOTE: Staff is permitted]

Fl)

HRC takes Q & A with other Senators elect

HRC departs en route SC-6

10:30 am-
11:00 am

11:00 am-
11:15 am

1:15 pm-
1:45 pm

CELL
PAGER

12:00 pm-
12:15 pm

12:15 pm-
12:45 pm

11:15 am-
12:00 pm

[NOTE: Senator Daschle may invite Senators-elect 
to make remarks before Q & A]

SCHEDULE FOR HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 6, 2000

[NOTE: No staff permitted - Staff will attend a 
separate session in S-115]

BREAK -DOWN TIME
Location tbd

FORMAT:
Senator Daschle makes opening remarks and opens

Q & A session

GETTING YOUR OFFICE UP AND RUNNING
LBJ Room
S-211, The Capitol

CLOSED PRESS

PRESS CONFERENCE WITH SENATOR DASCHLE AND
SENTAORS-ELECT
Radio and TV Gallery (3rd

S-325, The Capitol

OPEN PRESS

PRESS AVAILABILITY
SC-6
Vault, The Capitol

OPEN PRESS

CONGRESSIONAL ACCOUNTABILITY ACT
LBJ Room
S-211, The Capitol
CLOSED PRESS

STAFF CONTACT: Howard Wolfson
518/339-0573
800/716-7592

LUNCH
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PROCEED to Hart Senate Office Building1:55 pm

is not permitted][NOTE: Staff

13 Women SenatorsPARTICPANTS:

HRC departs

3:45 pm

ARRIVE the National Archives

2:00 pm-
3:00 pm

3:00 pm-
3:30 pm

HRC participates in an informal coffee hosted 
by Senator Barbara Mikulski

MEETING WITH

GREETERS:
John Carlin, US Archivist
Paul Chu, stage participant
Eric Timmons, Student

SENATOR DASCHLE AND DEM. WOMEN
709 Hart Senate Office Building
Phone: 202/224-8862
Fax: 202/228-1199

CLOSED PRESS

FORMAT:
- Women Senators pose for a brief photo op

FORMAT:
- HRC will participate in an informal meeting 

with Senator Daschle and Democratic Women 

Senators

BIPARTISAN "POWER COFFEE WITH WOMEN SENATORS"
709 Hart Senate Office Building
Phone: 202/224-8862
Fax:202/228-1199
POOL SPRAY/PHOTO OP AT THE TOP

DEPART the Capitol
EN ROUTE the National Archives 
[Drive time: 5 minutes]________

MOTORCADE MANIFEST:
MAIN: HRC
3:50 pm
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HRC makes brief remarks

HRC enters her submission in the time capsule

HRC departs

PARTICIPANTS: 60

4:25 pm

4:00 pm-
4:20 pm

Dr. Paul Chu makes remarks and introduces 
student Eric Timmons

- John Carlin makes welcoming remarks and 
introduces Dr. Paul Chu, Medallist

NATIONAL MILLENNIUM TIME CAPSULE CEREMONY AND
EXHIBITION OPENING
Rotunda
The National Archives
Hold: The Gift Shop
Phone: 202/501-5245 x229

Fax: none
OPEN PRESS

HRC proceeds to alcove for group photo with 8 

staff

Eric Timmons makes brief remarks and introduces 

HRC

FORMAT:
- Upon arrival, HRC is escorted to the Rotunda by 
John Carlin, Archivist of United States, Dr. Paul 
Chu, Medallist and Eric Timmons

DEPART National Archives 
EN ROUTE the White House 
[Drive time: 10 minutes]

MOTORCADE MANIFEST:
LIMO: HRC
STAFF VAN: ABEDIN, LOVELL, WH PHOTO

4:35 pm ARRIVE the White House

SCHEDULE FOR HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON
DECEMBER 6, 2000
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WEDNESDAY,

DOWN TIME

PARTICIPANTS: Approximately 500 guests

PARTICIPANTS: Approximately 500 guests

The White HouseRON

WEATHER FORSCAST:

6:30 pm- 
7:30 pm

4:40 pm-
6:25 pm

8:30 pm-
9:30 pm

Weather for Washington, DC: Partly cloudy with a high of 49 and 

a low of 23.

HOLIDAY RECEPTION
Map room
Attire: Business Attire
CLOSED PRESS/ WH PHOTO ONLY

Upon conclusion, HRQ and POTUS depart en route 
the Residence.

Upon conclusion, HRC and POTUS depart en route 
the Residence.

FORMAT:
- HRC and POTUS proceed to the Map Room and begin

photo receiving line

HOLIDAY RECEPTION
Map room
Attire: Business Attire
CLOSED PRESS/ WH PHOTO ONLY

SCHEDULE FOR HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON
DECEMBER 6, 2000
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Like It Was Yesterday

By Bill Clinton

Growing up in the South was hot so we were outside all the time. You could be

outside 12 months a year; it was sometimes 70 degrees on Christmas Day. There was the 

sense that we just lived outside. And if we were outside, we would make up a game....

From age 8 until I was 14,1 was playing games constantly. All the obvious

ones: touch football, softball, and hide and seek. Hide and seek was fun because we lived 

in a great place with a lot of bizarre nooks and crannies.

When we didn’t have enough people to put together a game of football or

softball, we would just make up a game. We used to play one particular game over and 

over again. All it required was a ball and a bat and at least two players. You could either 

pitch to the batter or the batter could just throw the ball up and hit it. The fielder, of 

course, would try to catch it. If he could catch it in the air, then he got to bat. But, if he 

A few months before the end of his presidency, President Clinton met with the editor in 
the Oval Office to talk about games and other childhood memories. This piece is drawn 
from that interview.



didn't catch it in the air - which was most of the time because we would try to hit it on 

the ground - then he had to field the ball and stop right where it was fielded. The batter 

would then put his bat on the ground and the fielder would roll the ball at the bat. If he 

hit the bat, then he became the batter. But if the ball bounced up and the batter was able 

to catch it, he got to keep batting.

The key was to field the ball quickly - the quicker you could get to the ground 

ball, the shorter the distance you would have to roll the ball. But you also had to learn 

how to roll the ball essentially on the ground; you didn’t want it to bounce very much 

because otherwise it could bounce over the bat. It actually had to hit the bat. It was very 

good training for fielding and for directional control - rolling the ball made it almost like 

a bowling game.

I used to play a lot with my friend David Leopoulos who lived only about two 

blocks from me in Hot Springs. Sometimes we would play with another friend of ours 

who lived a few more blocks away. And once in a great while we'd have as many as 

four. But usually it was two or three. My brother, Roger, was 10 years younger than me, 

so he wasn't old enough to play with us.



We normally played in the back of my house. There was a drive up a hill, and 

then it was gravel, and then I had a little grass yard to the right as you faced the house.

So you might catch the ball on the grass, you might catch the ball on the gravel, but either 

way, part of the rolling of the ball had to take place over the gravel.

huge oak trees in my front yard one of which had a lot of hedges around it - it was 

perfect for hiding. David and I would gather acorns and hide behind the trees. Right in 

front of my house was a thoroughfare, Park Avenue. We would wait for the cars to go by 

and try and hit the hubcaps with our acorns. We never tried to hit the cars — anybody 

could hit a car going by. The idea was to hit the hubcap, because it made the loudest, 

most delicious sound. Although sometimes if a pickup went by, we'd try to land the 

acorn in the back of the pickup. But we never wanted to hit a windshield or do any 

damage.

But one time we hit a guy's hubcap and it sounded like the world was coming 

to an end - BONG! The guy put on his brakes, stopped the car, and pulled over. He

PHOTOCOPY
WJC HANDWRITING

tfUA.
I should confess — Davidjl used to play one not so nice game. We had two 



came racing up in our yard and we ran and ran. Thank goodness nobody was home to 

beef to.

Both my folks worked. My mother usually got home by the middle of the 

afternoon, because she started at 7:00 a.m. in the morning. Very often she was there 

when I got home from school or shortly thereafter. But the neighborhood was like one 

big family. Right across the street in the back of my house there was a family that I was 

very close to. They had three children and they’re all still friends of mine to this day. I 

spent tons of time in their house.

We also used to go to an old-fashioned little grocery store that was part of a 

mini-shopping area from the ’50s. Nearby was a washateria where you would wash your 

clothes. We used to go there and get soda pop all the time. There was also a great 

barbecue place called Stubby’s Barbeque. We would sometimes go there — even when 

we were kids - just to get a sandwich and baked beans. Stubby’s had these old- 

fashioned wooden tables and benches including one table that was right in the front of the 

window, and we would sit there for hours and watch the traffic go by. I remember that 

like it was yesterday. We thought we were very important.



To me, childhood was about friends and discovery. When I think back on it, I 

think about how wonderful it was to be outside, even if I was getting stung by a bumble 

bee or dodging a rattlesnake, or handling tarantulas or centipedes or scorpions - and we 

had lots of them. Sometimes we’d even cut up the centipedes and watch the sections 

crawl on each other — our own little laboratory experiment. Everything we did became a 

game. That’s the way it ought to be.

Bill Clinton was the forty-second president of the United States.
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Like It Was Yesterday

By Bill Clinton

Growing up in the South was hot so we were outside all the time. You could be

outside 12 months a year; it was sometimes 70 degrees on Christmas Day. There was the 

sense that we just lived outside. And if we were outside, we would make up a game....

From age 8 until I was 14,1 was playing games constantly. All the obvious

ones: touch football, softball, and hide and seek. Hide and seek was fun because we lived 

in a great place with a lot of bizarre nooks and crannies.

When we didn’t have enough people to put together a game of football or

softball, we would just make up a game. We used to play one particular game over and 

over again. All it required was a ball and a bat and at least two players. You could either 

pitch to the batter or the batter could just throw the ball up and hit it. The fielder, of 

course, would try to catch it. If he could catch it in the air, then he got to bat. But, if he

A few months before the end of his presidency, President Clinton met with the editor in 
the Oval Office to talk about games and other childhood memories. This piece is drawn 
from that interview.



didn't catch it in the air - which was most of the time because we would try to hit it on 

the ground - then he had to field the ball and stop right where it was fielded. The batter 

would then put his bat on the ground and the fielder would roll the ball at the bat. If he 

hit the bat, then he became the batter. But if the ball bounced up and the batter was able 

to catch it, he got to keep batting.

The key was to field the ball quickly - the quicker you could get to the ground 

ball, the shorter the distance you would have to roll the ball. But you also had to learn 

how to roll the ball essentially on the ground; you didn’t want it to bounce very much 

because otherwise it could bounce over the bat. It actually had to hit the bat. It was very 

good training for fielding and for directional control - rolling the ball made it almost like 

a bowling game.

I used to play a lot with my friend David Leopoulos who lived only about two 

blocks from me in Hot Springs. Sometimes we would play with another friend of ours 

who lived a few more blocks away. And once in a great while we'd have as many as 

four. But usually it was two or three. My brother, Roger, was 10 years younger than me.

so he wasn't old enough to play with us.



We normally played in the back of my house. There was a drive up a hill, and 

then it was gravel, and then I had a little grass yard to the right as you faced the house.

So you might catch the ball on the grass, you might catch the ball on the gravel, but either 

way, part of the rolling of the ball had to take place over the gravel.

huge oak trees in my front yard one of which had a lot of hedges around it - it was 

perfect for hiding. David and I would gather acoms and hide behind the trees. Right in 

front of my house was a thoroughfare, Park Avenue. We would wait for the cars to go by 

and try and hit the hubcaps with our acoms. We never tried to hit the cars — anybody 

could hit a car going by. The idea was to hit the hubcap, because it made the loudest.

most delicious sound. Although sometimes if a pickup went by, we'd try to land the 

acom in the back of the pickup. But we never wanted to hit a windshield or do any 

damage.

But one time we hit a guy's hubcap and it sounded like the world was coming 

to an end - BONG! The guy put on his brakes, stopped the car, and pulled over. He 

I should confess -- Davidjl used to play one not so nice game. We had two 



came racing up in our yard and we ran and ran. Thank goodness nobody was home to 

beef to.

Both my folks worked. My mother usually got home by the middle of the 

afternoon, because she started at 7:00 a.m. in the morning. Very often she was there 

when I got home from school or shortly thereafter. But the neighborhood was like one 

big family. Right across the street in the back of my house there was a family that I was 

very close to. They had three children and they’re all still friends of mine to this day. I 

spent tons of time in their house.

We also used to go to an old-fashioned little grocery store that was part of a 

mini-shopping area from the ’50s. Nearby was a washateria where you would wash your 

clothes. We used to go there and get soda pop all the time. There was also a great 

barbecue place called Stubby’s Barbeque. We would sometimes go there — even when 

we were kids - just to get a sandwich and baked beans. Stubby’s had these old- 

fashioned wooden tables and benches including one table that was right in the front of the 

window, and we would sit there for hours and watch the traffic go by. I remember that 

like it was yesterday. We thought we were very important.



To me, childhood was about friends and discovery. When I think back on it, I

think about how wonderful it was to be outside, even if I was getting stung by a bumble 

bee or dodging a rattlesnake, or handling tarantulas or centipedes or scorpions - and we 

had lots of them. Sometimes we’d even cut up the centipedes and watch the sections 

crawl on each other — our own little laboratory experiment. Everything we did became a 

game. That’s the way it ought to be.

Bill Clinton was the forty-second president of the United States.
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