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I’ialigned tnrougn much of the last decade, liberalism has been

greatly misureerstood. hare
been muon in vogue and touted as components of the inexorable

tice of history. Recent transformat ions in the East bloc and the

continuing relative success of the toest have led some to suggest

tnar free markets and democracy are the wave of the fut
ure.

ihough tney are liberal institutions, Liberalism they do not

The essence of Liberalismmaxe.

T rue

Liberali sm is now triumphing over the fading ideologies of

Conservatism ano Radicalism.

Liberalism as it has evolved through history has grounded

itself on serving the good of the individual in his environment.

The end for tne institution of government in service to the

individual has been and will de Uti1itarianism. Criticism of

Utilitarianism invaribly stems from analysis 
of a narrowed

conception of the scope of Uti1itarianism. The concept of

Utiiitarianism that simultaneously competive andserves

supportive individuals is inclusive of different
conceptions of

Ut i1it ar iani sm.

In writing tn is I have

and it’s standing

xn the world tmay
is grounded in the

/
1

In recent years components of liberalism

self-interested individual, is triumphing over the competing

more than one objective, though all 

are tied to the political theory of Liberalism

i Liberalism which

as it has evolved through 

history is to serve tne greater good of the individual.



ideologies of Conservatism and Radicalism^ /3ecorid, fV/"

Utilitarianism is at the core of the political ideology of

,Y<Jt^Fh ird, vTJt i 1 it ar ianism is broader and more inclusive

. Jftoeed tre—: iberalism has inthan previously conceived^ ■7-*

practice been the guiding ideology as long as democracy has been

in place-, 0)s4~Liberalism is descriptive of the objectives (the

end) of the political process in practice in democracies. In

light of the competitive and supportitive self-interested nature

Liberalism served by democracy is aof man in community,

perscriptive philosophy of what end government should morally

Though problematic, democracy best serves and mitigatespursue.

i For conservatives the end is the state. Conservat ism

prioritizes order internally and externally and the preservation

From this follows concern for the social good overof the state.

that of the rights and good of the inividual. The state is seen

is the result ofas an organic body (whole) with many parts which

The social cement for this partnershipa natural evolution.1

Conservatives speak o^awe and respect. 11

and "social obligations that bind."the . "connectedness of man"

Heirarchy and differentiated status are desireables. - 1 ite

status and demonstrated capabilities are preferred

characteristics for leadership. Most modern conservatives are

supporters of democracy.2

Among other issues important for characterizing

/

ct. f
/

Li beralisrnj

the interests of seif-interested individuals in society.

is "esteem, deference,



conservative ideology are the issues of the individual, Justice 

for the individual and change. The nature of man is viewed 

rather pessimistically by conservatives. Individuals are seen as 

generally irrational and prone to conflict. Ji.1st ice for the 

individual is an important component for preserving social order. 

Conservatives emphasize rights and liberties instead of equality 

Material benefits should correspond to talent shown 

and work done. They believe in eq1_1al rights but not "equal 

things. 11 Change should be gradual accordir,g to conservatives. 

Conservatives operate with a decided preference for the existing 

order. Innovation and experiment are viewed skeptically. Change 

should strengthen the state or serve to stablize the ex�sting 

,:-rd er better. 3 

Radicals as the name suggests are after a more 

fundamental restructuring of society. After critical analysis of 

the entire social structure, radicals aim to implement a program 

of changing or replacing existing institutions to somet�ing more 

egalitarian in terms of material rewards and power relationships. 

This is at the heart of radicalism. For radicals man is 

essentially rational, capable of understanding social reality and 

. of working together with others to make improvements. Re.cical�_; 

emphasize the nagative consequences of modernization and 

i no_ustrs i al i zat i or1. The oegradation a�d poverty of workers is 

typical under capitalism in their eyes. The frafjment a.ti c,n and 



/atomization of social relationships is problematic for radicals 

as is the destruction of old ways of life without satisfactory 

replacements. For these reasons radicals reJect capitalism. 

Along with capitalism radicals reJect private property as a 

noxious sister ill which causes much devisiveness.4 

The social class for radicals is the unit of importance 

in social structure. Radicals such as Marx argued that class 

structure was the important principle of social or�anization. 

For Marx the working class was the vehicle for a political 

re�olution to bring about an end to the exploitation and 

alienation of lower classes by upper. �arx believed the working 

class needed only to be organized and their power utilized to 

oring an end to the tyranny of classes. An ultimate end of 

Marxism is the elimination of classes and political power whic� 

Marxist thec,ry defines as "the orgar,i zed pc,wer of ,:,r·,e cl ass f,:,r 

oppressing another. ''5 After a transitional centrally planne� 

stage, Marx goal was a stateless society, free of classes, w�ere 

soc i a 1 i r1st it ut ions were cor,trol led directly by the "pe,:,p 1 e" ari� 

repressive institutions were no longer necessary.6 

U65 
--- For liberals the emphasis is on the individua!. Li be�-a:. s 

stress the equal moral worth of individuals. Equality in te�ms 

of equal opportunity is stressed, not equal material and social 

goods to all citizens. Though the proper role of tMe state, for 

liberals, has evolved, the end has always been that which was 



Early in the

evolut ion

activist state.

liberalism. The winning representative will be the exercised

preferred alternative of the greatest number ofchoice or

voters.

traditionally been seen as the logical economic mechanism to

serve

The free enterprise element ofis seen in the liberal mold.man

individual freedom.

value of individual freedom as being central to athe liberal

This serves to enlightenfull and vibrant market place of ideas.

truer understanding of himself and thus make progressman to a

Rationalism and empiricism are tenets offor all more likely.

liberalism which support their belief in the generality of man

for liberals the

primary locus of power is the political system and not the

to ascribed status and religious conformity,

liberal thinkers prioritized the individual rathe*-the earliest

"Liberalism may bethan the preservation of unity or society.

Thomas Hobbesconsidered as a kind of individualism."3

individual who is dominated by rational self□escribed man as an

/
/

to protect the individual,

Representative democracy is fundamental to

capitalism is consistent with the value liberals place on

fllexis de Tocqueville eloquently describes

./thought to be the good for the individual.

of liberalism this was in the form of securing rights

The "free market", or in modified form, has

economic system. 7

3. 1 response

more recently this has meant an

the needs of competitively self-interested individuals, as

and thus the universalism of his nature. Also,



Adherents to this view of man "think of theindividual ism.9

fixed nature dominated by rationalindividual as having a

and John Locke believed people possessed

natural rights.

inthe right to self defense.

Locke

It is to

protect life, liberty and one’s estate.

collectively constitute "property", that man agrees to come

These concepts of what wasinto the contract of society.together

directly traceable to the

Protestant Reformat ion.

more than

tne

to make, the movement to

from the ills of religious

discovered or determined.

to be those discovered byare

Tn is

tenet o^concept of inviolable

withliberalism, as is the empirical method off investigation.

C

the early evolving liberal ideology are

"Luther and the other reformers

Thomas Hobbes

Hobbes believed man had the right to be free and

encouraged people to value the individual conscience

Though a large step

conformity and ascribed status.

that these ought to be emprically

Hobbes believed in the equality,

■ additionally believed that man nad
ability, of man also.

the natural rights to life, liberty and property.

what for Locke

legislatures entrusted by man

individual rights is a central

natural rights, the rights of man

to find the rights as such.

liberal theorists to free the people

Locke thought that other

preservation of unity or orthodoxy. "11

individual liberty was the attempt by

self-interest, emphasizing the satisfaction of preferences."10

/^interest. This concept of man is referred to by some as atomistic

natural rights existed and

Though Locke professes these to be



are

all individuals of society and are not

he essence

of the individual among individuals.institutions in the service

It is based on the premise that individuals over arching all are

self-interested. Through this discussion it is important to

remember that as a social animal, humans crave social contact,

thus a high priority is the quality and welfare of their social

Hobbes said humans come into society and agree toen v i r'onment.

Pt the cone

All individuals are interested in a governmentof democracy.

The best government is one that deliversthat best serves them.

This

is utilitarianism.

of uti1itarianism is useful as a starting Tramawork. This is

ut i 1 itarian^1* Also a traditional conception allows for weaknesses

-7

of Liberalism is the grounding of political

bringing justice to the individual will bring justice to t‘ie

As evolved through time these rights

helpful to better understand my developed conception of

be ruled to realize the mutual benefit of doing so.

the raison d’etre or the end is uti1itarianism.

good of individuals among

understood as natural rights as early liberal thinkers professed

community of individuals.

seen as individual rights established and protected for the

' Locke and Hobbes is the grounding of Liberalism on the

self-interested individual, basing liberalism on the premise of

of Liberalism as

Utilitarianism is the logical political end in the market pxace

the greatest good to the greatest number of its citizens.

A basic outline of the traditional conception

them to be



utilitarianism to be seen as having been

pw. •
real it ies.

the welfare of individuals in a

society.

ut i 1 itarianisrn.

the calculus of utilityreflects and weighs in ondemocracy

number.

Lastly,narrowed conceptions of it.

evaluation of preferred alternatives where
I discuss

difficult or inefficient.quantification of utility is

Utilitarianism has been
Dat ing

Generally it has beenprominent in western civilization.

understood as a

is ri

foil owedThis concept ionif it tends to produce ill.wrong

that
direct ly

motivated to experience pleasureindividuals are

The pursuit of the

society came

of the greatest number,

thought toi sUtil itar ianisrnindividuals which make up society.

only and thus uninterected in
be concerned with consequences

J

desciptive of individual human and collective

Then I attempt to explain -perscriptive methodology

In my conception of utilitarianism I try to be

human social

for assesing and improving

laid cut the basic tenets o^

greatest happiness and least ill for people m 

to be understood as the pursuit of the greatest good 

owing to the multitude of self-interested

which embodies the variables of the greater good and the greater 

Criticisms of Utilitarianism almost without exception 

result^ from inappropriately

political philosophy which stipulated that action

ight for individuals if it tends to produce happiness and

/
and ambi guiV^5 c'^ 

r——s

resolved.

he IQth century,

Jeremy Bentham

My conception adds to this, noting tha*

from the assumption Jeremy Bentham made,

and avoid pain.



as critics charge.

owes more to Jeremy

□f all politicalBentham than^ny other political thinker.

philosophers certainly few have been misunderstood as widely as

This is particularly troubling considering theJeremy Bentham.

and precise quality of the writtenthouroughly analytical, clear,

the principle of utility isFor Bentham,work. Bentham generated.

He says,the greatest happiness of the greatest number.

and"Nature has placed man under the empire of ’pleasure’

We owe to them all our ideas: we refer to them allof ’pain.’

He whoour judgments, and all the determinations of our life.

not whatpretends to withdraw himself from this subjection know=:.

His only object is to seek pleasure and to- snunhe says.

even at the very instant that he rejects the great/^est
pain,

These eternal andembraces pains the most acute.pleasures or

sentiments ought to be the great study of theirresistidle

The ’principle of utility’the legislator.moralist and

"12subjects everything to these two motives.

Bentham goes on to say,

when I"I am a partisan of the ’principle of utility’

approbation or disapprobation of a public or privatemeasure my

act by its tendency to produce pleasure or pain; when I employ

unjust, moral, i mmora1,the words ’just,

collective terms including the ideas of certain pains or

that I use the words painpleasures; it being always understooo

/motives or the intrinsic nature of the act 

£ f lz—T?. I
The developement of Utilitarianism

v%nv other political thinker.

simply asgood, bad,’



J -■

i ^ver.t i ngwithoutordinary signification,
ana

the sake of excluding certain
any

13 ■
pleasures or denying the

Bentham intended for the

to asses

Further clarifying Bentham says,
that affect ones

to
physical good.

of
and pleasures

the sense."14

evaluating utility,

the intensity,

or rernoteness,
duration, certainty or

the number of people it extends.
fecundity, ourity, and extent or

I

relationsnip between the greater
defines theDemocracy

People in all democracies live
and the greater number.good

The object of candidates
under the

ace is to appeal strongiy

to
enough to minimal majority.

elected and reelected will
-r-ioritize getting

of voters

The■ pport from.
thev have the

-uhlie thethat among the voting

/ '•••eater good
supporters havewinning

to

democratic process ensures

gained their perceived

concept of utility to be

and evaluate variables

ent ire life.

good’ only by its tendency to produce

’evil’ only by its tendency

The criterion for measuring or

include assessing

Clearly

inclusive in the broadest sense,

yoke of majoritarian tyranny.

for office in the political market pl

This suggests that candidates,

7

as Bentham conceived it,

uncert a i nt y, prop i nquity

pleasure in their

arbitrary definition for

existence of certain pains.

produce physical evil; but when I say ’physical’, I mean the pairs 

of the soul as well as the pains and pleasures

the extent they

concentrate their -olitical capital on a • parity group 

greatest chance of securing

"Moral good is ’

Moral evil is



/
greater number than those who s. ~'~orted the losingacross a

candidate.

Most charges against Utilitarianism only amount' to

narrowed int erpretation of Uti1itarianism or suggested

-irst some are critical thatprior:’t ization of values.

Lit i 1 itarianism is only concerned with consec areas of acts and I

fails to recognize the ill of intrinsic?'1' y bad acts and bad

There are consequences to involved parties ofmot ives.

Such acts

indicators to evaluate the future likelihood of urdesireableare

Bentham accounts ^or this citing the fecundity (likelihoodacts.
i

Jof the same sensations occuring again) of a pain

consi derat ions of utility might sanction t^-e

The individual isof a promise or the law.breaking

Moral codes only carry weight to the extent these.lf-i rr: “rested.

conditioned and or sees it in his interest to act^
- ndividual is

"Rule" utilitarians arose as an

"act"uti1itarians (conception developedoff—shoot of traditional

earlier in paper) to address this perceived ill. "Rule"

are generallyadvocate codification of rules thatut i T ar i a ns

w^ong accordingActs of individuals are deemed right orusef i... 1/ . .t n

But upon scrutiny the argumentsto their obedience to the rule.

of "rule" utilitarians collapse under tne umbrella of "act"

People adopt and abide by laws which are perceivedut i lit arars.

some have argued for a sort ofTh ird,i nterests.

//

-■

J

J

fo suit f-sir

i s cr i t i c i sm t hat

on compliance with such codes.

Second, there

intrinsically bad acts or acts guided by bad motives.



3

saying ill should be taken care ofUt i 1 i t ar iar 1 r-‘n,

before happy people are made happier. all that is saidHer® is

that such pricritization has greater utility or is a greater good

those who prioritize in such ato manner.

the leading advocate of utilitarianJohn Stuart Mill,

that Bentham’sthought through the mid 19th century, argued

Mill argued rhazconception of Lit il itarianisni was incomplete.

Mill says

is better to be human being dissatisfied, a pigt han"It

• Isat isfied...

Basically Mill is making the argument for hlgns'n and lower

addresses thisBentham, however, issue m

Bentham says,evaluating critiria.

”As to the intensity of the pleasures which a man may

(an example property Bentham refers to; this i sderive from it 5

i never thought of, because it

I particular person may come to make of

estimated till the particular pleasures he may come to derive

from

toJohn 9awls has mounted

he accepts HenryLit i ' itarianis:.!.

Sidgwicks depiction of Ut i ?. it ar i an isr as most

the i n

I 1

as stated

of his

it, or the particular pairs he may come to exclude by means

"st'-ict classical doct'ine"

7 n h i s “^heory of J list ice,

some pleasures are qualitatively preferred.

? ’> eg at i ve"

it; which cannot be

of it, are brought to view."15

y U7iu-^disH A- *
the leading libe-'al challenge

ordered pleasures,
— ------- J

discussing the proper evaluation of the intensity variable

depenos uoon the use which each

represerrcat ive of

2J ?



/
Sidgwick’s■’■‘he Method of Ethics. IS Surnntariz ingSi c'gwi ck’s work

Rawls says.work,

'The main idea Eof Utilitarianism:] is that society is

when its major institutionsand therefore just,rightly ordered,

satisfaction summed over all they it."17belonging toi nd i v i dua1s

This conception of Ut i 1 itar iani srn fails the positive test of

which describes how institutions actuallypolitical science

live under the yoke ofPeople in all democracies Funot ion.

The end for pc 1i t i ca1 1eaders is not themajoritarian tyranny.

greatest good but the balance of the greatest good of the

The object ofgreatest number which gets them elected.

offfice in the political market place is to appealcand5 da tes for

t hatThis suggests

extent they prioritize fretting elected anc

securing

support

Liberal political end in hisJohn Rawls proposes an alternative

Rawls conceives of a brilliant scheme-heory of Justice.wo"k P

veil and arewhere all members of society are placed behind a

blind to their physical and mental assets and abilities as well

People are then to decide upon theas their deficiencies.

distribution of responsi bi 1 it i es and rewards among all, members of

Rawls contends this society would be more just andsoc i ety.

13

strongly enough to a_ minimal majority.-

candidate^ tcS^extent they prioritize r^i

li
I

7 -----
from and not promoting the greatest good.

are arranged so as to acvhieve the greatest net balance of

J reelected^ will concentrate their political capital on 
h'



erid,

of society
Though

a glaring reality exists. The original position,

behind the veil.

Even if it were conceivable to adopt Rawls conception it would

with the spread of democracy enclosing the globe,

Liberalism is

The pursuit of order of

conservati ves is subordinate to a broader balance of priorities

willed by a population of self-interested individuals who are

more likely to die from cancer than civil unrest. For Radicals

the pursuit of equality has floundered under the reality that

se1f-int erested individuals are in more or less demand based on

their abilities and their very being.I Thus equality of resu11

will always be a fiction among seif—interested individuals. 01 so

wholesale change to unproven systems rings hollow to rational

individuals who demand to see evidence for potential
success.

Though one can also argue that radicals and conservatives
are

l.benals who value equality and order more highly and thus
see

more utility in their pursuit. Following the Liberal tradition

addressing the welfare of individuals

appropriateness of utility for serving the social
organi zat ion of

/¥

indeed triumphing over the fading ideologies of

Conservativat ism and Radicalism.

inhabitants than one driven by a utilitarian

Rawls then deve lopes his conception hypot h(?s i z i ng what sort

/
* satisfying to its

in society Jeremy 

-entharn asseses the realities for the pertinance and

only be adopted in pursuit of utility through democracy.

is an impossibility which could never exist.

/

people in fact would rationally configure.

interest ing,



soc.-:igty say i HQ,

The interest of"The community is a ficticious body...

LisJ the sum of the interests of the severalthe community. . .

members who compose it. It is in vain to talk of the interests

of the community, without understanding what is the interest of

the ind5vidual. "IS

Uti1itarianism should be seen more broadly

Though quantified cost—benefit analysisthan some conceive.

along the lines Bentham suggests is useful,the process itself

is necessary is to asses options^sometimes lacks uti1ity. What

Preferred alternatives have

Ordering relative desires or priorities ofgreater utility.

alternatives sensibly allows selection for options of greater

In public policy of recent years conservatives areut1 ity.

SUSP 3 c iOUS,

Diligent adherence to prioritized agenda setting should always be

a tandem with quantified cost—benefit calculation. Through the

! isory of democracy with the policy of one man one vote the

Utilitarian core of Liberalism has been the guiding ideology.

develop the well-being of theUt i 1 ity, that which serves to

is the only logical end ofind ividua Is,i nd i v i d u a 1 a mo n g

its support. In speaking ofwhich wishesleadership which

I concludeard ethical political philosophy,political theory

If we as humans valueespousing the individualism of Liberalism.

company of other humans in community above allourselves and the

Z'
/!>

and rightly so, of fine-'tune social engineering.

to asses relative priorities.



their can be no other end than the welfare of

the individuals in that community.

I

/C

else then thetf^-can
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December 14, 2000 4

Dear Mr. President:

What does a person say when the President of the United States, “Bill Clinton is
YYlltil CLUCb a pcibun aay VY1AV1A UAV A ----------------” “ ' ’ _

thoughtful enough to send a man a watch with the seal of the President on it for his SO1

Recently, our mutual friend, Anthony Mangun, who is one of your great admirers, stood

z>
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PHONE (314) 837-7300 • FAX (314) 837-4502 

UNITED PENTECOSTAL
CHURCH INTERNATIONAL

Thank you for your thoughtfulness. You are one in several million. T salute you as a 

friend and a man of stature and wisdom.

JERRY JONES 
general secretary

JESSE F. WILLIAMS 

ASSISTANT SUPtHINfaMDENT

KENNETH F. HANEY 
ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT

birthday? Thanks does not seem sufficient, but from the depths of my heart 1 am deeply 

grateful for your kind and thoughtful gesture.

The President
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20500

WORLD EVANGELISM CENTER

BB55 DUNN ROAD 
HAZELWOOD. MO 63042

NATHANIEL A. UHSHAN 
GENEAai SUPERINTENDENT

Nathaniel A. Urshan
Presiding Bishop/Gencral Supenntendent
United Pentecostal Church International

I note that your wife is the Senator from New York State. I trust and pray that your days 
after you leave the presidency will be given the leadership of our Lord, and that every 
step you take in the future will be led by His Spirit. You can count on my prayers in your 

behalf and in the behalf of Hillary.

before four hundred general officials of the United Pentecostal Church International and 
announced that you. President Clinton, had sent me, Nathaniel Urshan, a presidential 
watch for my birthday. To say I was thrilled is exactly so. As I wear it, people ask me 
the question, “Where did you get that watch?” Is there such a thing as joyful pride? 
There is a look of surpri se on the faces of people when 1 tell them it was from the 
President of the United States. I don’t think a person can say anything more exciting than 

to express that you. President. Clinton, sent the watch to me.
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WJC HANDWRITING

__

-A* s-

• E-MAIL: rnain@upci.org • WWW.upci.nrg

Always your admirer,
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THE TRAGEDY OF THE DEATH PENALTY

o

i

perspective

— Rosalynn Carter is an active member of 

Maranatha Baptist Church in Plains, Georgia.

Rosalynn Carter

GUEST COMMENTARY

Surveys also show xhat xhe death penalty 
does not deter crime. States where it is the 
law show no more reduction in crime than 

other states.
This is not an issue that divides along 

familiar lines. For instance, television evange­
list Pat Robertson has announced his support 
for a moratorium. Millard Fuller, founder of 
Habitat for Humanity, is one of those who

A few states account for most death sen­
tences, and a major reason is the lack of 
funding allocated for legal representation for 
the poor. 1 have been appalled to learn how 
many cases are tried by attorneys who are 
incompetent or uninterested, even who were 
drunk in the courtroom or slept through the 
whole proceeding — where, as with Mary, 
there was no trial at all. 

______ ____ ________ Though the death penalty has much sup- 
his state. He did this after he found 13 of the port in our country, I don't think anybody is 

condemned men were actually innocent, the
last one just hours away from execution.

"I couldn't sleep," he said, 'knowing I
couldn't defend the system." About 3,500

in favor of killing innocent people. Recent
polls show that when reminded that DNA 
tests and other evidence have resulted in the 
release of death row inmates, 64% of Ameri-

other men and women are now on death row cans approve of a moratorium, 

in America. How many of them are innocent?
This is an issue about which I feel

strongly, and one that our human rights
council at the Carter Center has studied in
depth. We recently helped host a meeting of
the American Bar Association, which has
called for a moratorium on all executions in
the United Stares until steps can be taken to
ensure that the system works fairly.

ur family's helper and close compan­
ion, Mary Prince, is a blade woman 
who, as a teenager, was falsely 

.ccused of murder. A court-appointed attor- 
ley, with whom she had one brief visit, 
dvised her to plead guilty, promising a light 
entence. She got life imprisonment and 
vorked for us at the governor's mansion as a 
rusty from the prison. She served her term 
intil eligible for parole.

Later, a reexamination of the trial pro­
reedings resulted in her complete pardon, 
viary was fortunate. She could just as easily 
.rave been sentenced to death and executed, 
[f the person killed in the incident had been 
white, we would never have known Mary.

No one knows how many mentally ill 
and mentally retarded people, minorities, 
and penniless citizens are executed in our 
country because of inadequate defense, igno­
rance of the law and racial discrimination. 
Republican Governor George Ryan of Illinois 
has imposed a moratorium on executions in

joins me in opposing the death penalty 
under any circumstances, with a mandatory 
life sentence without parole as an alternative 

punishment for capital crimes.
It is embarrassing to realize that our 

country is the only industrialized nation on 
earth that still imposes the death penalty. All
15 members of the European union have 
outlawed it and the acceptance of new 
members — Turkey, for instance — is condi­
tioned, in part, on their abolition of capital 

punishment.
i. C- And it grieves me that we have not 

Y<^sifted the International Convention on the 

Rights of tire Child, one reason being that we 
want to continue to execute children. The 
only other country in the world that has 
refused to ratify this convention is Somalia, 
which doesn't have a recognizable 

government.
There are many strong arguments for 

opposing the death penalty, but the major 
reason for my opposition is that it goes 
against everything I believe the Bible teaches. 
God forgave and later blessed David, who 
was guilty of the terrible murder of Uriah. 
Jesus himself gave us a vivid lesson when he 
forgave the adulterous woman who had been 
sentenced to death. And how can we as 
Christians argue with the commandment that 
clearly states, "Thou shalt not kill? 

My hope is that all of us will pray about 
this issue and will at least join those who 
insist on justice in the administration of our 

laws.
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