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‘Baliot Secarity’ Effects Caleulated; GOP Alds 8sid Loujsjans Effors ‘Could Kup the Black
Vote Dowa'

The Washingion Post, Oc 23 1

Thomas B. Edsall, Wasbington Post Staff Writer

Section: A SECTION , Page: a0l

A F.epubllcnn National Committee (RNC) official had eslculated that a so-called bafiot uuu-izy
program In {ouisiana "could kesp the black vote dows considerably,” sccording to d oumenu
released today in frderal court heve,

The documeats and court hearing were the latesl developtrents in a oonunumg coul'ovcray over the
GOP's ballot program, which Democrats maintain is airned at reducing minority turpout. The -
Repuhlivans say the progrem's sole purpnse is lo purge ineligible voters.

In an Aug, 13 memo the Court roads public 1oday, Kris Wolfe, the RNC Midwest pollrical djreator,
wrole Lanny Gnffith, RNC southern political director, and suid of the Louisiana campaigning:

*I know this race is really important 10 you. ] would gucss that this program will~=liniixu1e 2 Jean 60-
80,000 folks from the rolls .... If it's aclose race. ... which I'm assuming it is, this could keep the black
vote down considarably.” : : ' 3

She suid in the memo that the program had been approved by Gregory Graves, deputy political
direotor of the National Republican $epatorial Committeo.

The document, called Exiilbit 13, was unscaled by U.5. Distsiet Court Judge Dickinson R. Dobsvoise
when lawycrs for (he Democivtio Notional Commmu (DNC) said it was needed to quution Wolfe

Wolfe testificd that she wrots ubout the poasibility of keeping the black vote down 1o rexind Gnlmh

that there “might be & pulitical situation he might want to consider .... I wanted bim o be aware of the
political considerations," ,

TheDemocras ase suing the Republicai Pasty for $10 million, chazging that RNC vallot sccurlty
programs violated a 1981 consent ngrecmem signed here bybolh political parties.

Under the ngxumenl, the RNC would "refraln from undertaking any baliot secutity actlvmos in
polling placey or election districts where the recial aomponmn of auch districts is a tactur.”

IDebevoisc refitsed today to issue a resiraining ordu.r,nq'ulrlng tbe GOP to atop allsimilar actlvity.
The judge said he accepted the word of chubucm. lawyers who told him that all ballot security
programs have been stopped, including an effort the Deimocrats say singled out predominantly black
md-Hlspuuiopminctn, in Pondnc. Mich. _

Under pressure from netions) QOP officiale, who were. seeking 10 avoid a confrontatlon in the counts, '
organieery of the Michigan program Thursday night abandoned plans to send In pud workcrs 10
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challenge cortain voters in Pomlac. The Michman progum was financed Jargely by a $24,000 grant
from the National chubllcnn Congressional Commmu (NRCC). .

For the past nonth. the: RNC hea been esisuared in controversy over {18 ballot pecurity pmgnm In
testimony (oday, Mark Braden, the RNC's chiefcounse] dnd the orsuuur of the ballut secuirity
program, said he repeatedly sought to nmake it clear 8o subordinates that "race was a thcwr that could
not be used. { would instll] the fear of God in them ... 'm 1ot an idiot—-this is a big preay issue and it's
abig legal issue.” :

The RNC's ballotsecurity program wes conducted in Louisiana, Indiana and Missouri, Beforé it
became controversial, GOP political strategists said they planned 10 useit in other states.

On Oct. 14, Louisiana state bmrlo‘l Court Judge Richard B. Lee issued an njuction againgt the
program. In his order, Lee said, “This was an insidious scheme by the Republican Party to remove
blacks fromihe voting rolls.”

In most of the GOP programs, voters in districts and precinets in which 80 percent or more cast ballots
for Waltcr F. Mondale ko the 1984 presidentlal election were moiled letters marked *Do not forward..
retwn o sendec." In. mnny cases, precincts cutlng Demogratic margins this high are black or
Higpanic.

Letiera thar were returned Lo 8 Chicago comnpanyhired by the GOP, Dallot Integrity Group Inc., weére
med over to elestion officials in an effort to bave the names purged from the lists on the gmunds
that the voters apparently did naot rwde al !hc{r listed addresses.

In addltion, the names of ull the votersfor whom lettars were r.uumed wercturned over to the Federal
Bureau of [nvestigation and U.S. attornsys’ officos. The nanes also were kept for posalble use by
. Republican po)l judgel op Nov. &,

Nutional Republican Party oﬁ‘iclll: have promised lhu courts thatno use of the Usts will be made on
Eiection Day.

Wolfe, questioned today by DNC lawyer David R, Boies, tesificd that she secved es @ "tochnjcal
oconsultant” in the Louislana ballot security program, and disoussed it at leagth with officlals of the
Republican Senate campaign of Rep, W. Heason Moore, including Larry Kinlaw, Muors's r..nmpm en

mmngor

Mooxo and Democratic Rep. John B Breaux-ars In one of the tightest races in the country, md party
offigiils for both sides say that wurmout will be a key factor.

“During his qumlomng, Bolu ‘sought to tie the RNC to the Michigan program by questioning Wolfe
about a sériss of memas that appeared to Jlok her 0 it. In a memo 10 RNC offlcisls, Wolfe wrote:
"Met with John Maddex (of the NRCC) mdasugd to write ballot integrity plans for Indiana & and
Michigan 6," and “worked on MI6 bullox integrity program.” Pontlac is in Michlgan's Sixih

_Congresslona! District.

Wolfe denied writing the Michigan plan,

In rejecting the Democrats’ request for a restraining order, Debevolse said the Democeats bad not
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