









































(5) Dispute settlement.-- The United States
declines to accept as compulsory either of the dispute
settlement means set out 1n Article 28(2), and
understands that it will not be bound by the outcome,
findings, conclusions or recommendations of a
conciliation process initiated under Article 28(6). For
any dispute arising from this Convention, the United
States does not recognize or accept the jurisdiction of
the International Court of Justice.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, William J. Clinton, President of the
United States of America, ratify and confirm the said
Convention, subject to the aforesaid understandings.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have signed this proclamation and

caused the Seal of the United States of America to be affixed.
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UNCLASSIFIED
MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT A. BRADTKE
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
SUBJECT: Ratification of Desertification Convention

Attached for signature by the President is the instrument of
ratification, in duplicate, of the United Nations Convention to
Combat Desertification in Countries Experiencing Drought,
Particularly in Africa, with Annexes, adopted at Paris, June 17,
1994, and signed by the United States on October 14, 1994.

The purpose of the Convention is to combat desertification and
mitigate the effects of drought on arid, semi-arid, and dry sub-
humid lands. 1In particular, it addresses the fundamental causes of
famine and food insecurity in Africa by stimulating more effective
partnership between governments, local communities, nongovernmental
organizations, and aid donors, and by encouraging the dissemination
of information derived from new technology to farmers.

The United States has strongly supported the Convention’s
innovative approach to combating dryland degradation. The
Convention will help Africans and others make better use of fragile
resources without requiring increased development assistance.
Ratification by the United States demonstrates U.S. commitment to
combating desertification, consistent with U.S. foreign policy and
environmental and economic interests.

The Senate of the United States of America gave its advice and
consent to ratification of the Convention on October 18, 2000,
subject to five understandings to be included in the instrument of
ratification, as well as to three declarations and two provisos.

QLA TC 322 I

Kristie A. nney
Executive Secretary

Attachments:
Instrument of Ratification (in duplicate)
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The Heber Springs (Arkansas)

newspaper rofile Mher and

her life, with a partial focus on her lifelong political activism. Would it would be

appropriate to ask for a one-sentence comment from the President on her life

and/or her relationship to him.

Her name is Olive Biggs Baldridge and she will be 88 on Eovember ii] She and
my father (the late Lt. Commander William T. Baldridge, USN) were married on
August 19, 1940, a few years before the President was born on that date. She
still sends the President a birthday card every year with a little note of support
and encouragement, as she always has since his days as Govermnor. She also
always opens and staffs a Cleburne County Democratic headquarters
(demanding that a local businessperson donate office space) —this will be her

18th year (9th political season).
many of those years, she greeted the President (then-Governor) at the
Headquarters when he attended a rally or event in Heber, and she has pictures
with him and of him spotted around her home. She volunteered to deliver Meals
on Wheels for 17 years, and she heads the local Cancer Society. She inspires
not just her daughter, but everyone around her. She’s one of those old-
fashioned patriots who believes a vigorous political process is essential to

freedom.

She began that work when she was only 70t On

A MJ'\-IOPY
WJC HANDWRITING

If this can't work, | will understand completely. Thanks for any help you can give.
And congratulations and best wishes on the happy news of your plans to marry.
Hong Kong is an exhilarating city.

Julie Baldridge Speed
Phone 501-324-9924
Fax 501-324-9433
ibspeed@ualr.edu
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