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The Vaccines for Children (VFC) Program
and Immunization Registries

Background

: An important and yet unfulfilled goal of President Clintan’s Childhood Immunization
Initiative was to build a sustainable system to maintain high immunization coveragc.
Immunization registries are an important means to achieve this goal and are dcfined as
confidential, computerized infornation systems that contain information about
immunizations and children. On July 23, 1997, President Clinton said: “/'m directing
Secretary Shalala to start working with the states on an integrated immunization rcgistry
system...wc have to do it and do it right.”" [n response to this mandate, thc National
Vaccine Advisory Committce (NVAC) led an Initiative on Immunization Registries.
Following u serics of public meetings and focus groups, NVAC approved the report
“Dcvelopment of Community- and State-Based Immunization Registrics™ on January 12,
1999.

The CDC believes that registries provide the most efficient solution to sustaining high
immunization coverage in all groups of children, because registnes:
consolidate scattered records,
provide instantly accessible deciston support for providers,
can infoom the provider of contraindications,
serve as etficient reminder and recall tools,
providc assessment of covcrage for the pupulation in the registry and subgroups of
this population,
provide vaccine inventory management tools, and
provide reports nccded by providers pertaining to application of immunization
practices.

Currently, all 61 VFC projects eligiblc for VFC program tunding are developing
immunization rcgistries. In addition to the above, immunization registries have been used
to increasc vaccine safety. Arkansas and Califormia registry data wcre used to identify
and revaccinate children who received vaccinations from sub-potent vaccine lots or an
inadcquate dnsage of vaccinc.

There is a Healthy People 2010 goal of increasing to 95% the proportion of children
(0-<6 years of agc) who participate in a fully operational population-based immunization

registry.

One of the major barriers to fully operational registries is the lack of a sustainable funding
source. Considerablc progress has bcen achieved in the development of immunization
registrics — currently, all SO states, the District of Columbia, 5 territories, and numerous
cities and cornmunities are developing or implementing registries. However, these efforts
have significint cost and considerable effort is still necded to rcalize the full bencfits of
the systcms.
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Results from several studies cstimate that the national annual cost needed to complete and
maintain immunization registries is approximately $5 per child per ycar, for all children
up to six years of age in the U.S., or approximately $125 million annually. However,
registry funding has been limited with only 40% of the total costs being allocated and
cxpended on an annual basis. Current investments comc from a combination of Federal,
State, local. and private sector resources.

Additional Fedcral support through the operational funds of the VFC program would
provide a critical and stable base of financing.

A legal dctermination has becn made that use of VFC entitlement funds for registries is
consistent with the authorizing statute. VFC funding in the amount of $70 million can be
justified for use in developing and operating registries. I[ approved, beginning in FY
2001, CDC will require all VFC projects to develop and implement immunization
registries as an expanded VFC program provider accountability activity.
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Dffice of the Speaker ATV 45 e

Anited Btates Tinuse of Represerdatibes M
MWashivgton, DA 20515 p,,’H?
Ociober 28, 2000

The 1Honorabls William letYerson Clinton
President of the United States
The White Huuse

Dear Mr. President:

Thank youl for your letrer today regarding the Taxpayer’s Reliaf Act of 2000, 1 agree with you
that we should work together in & bipartisan fashlon, and | believe that this work product is the resuit ofa
hard toupht compromise. Outside of the concerns you rdjsed in the letter, | would submit that this tax bill
does not contain the Matringe Penalty tax relief and the Death Tax relief thet you vetoed earlier this yenr.
We in the Congiress believe that gotting rid of the tuxes on death and marrigize were plain common sense.
You had a dilterent view. and as a result we have not artempted to include those provisions on this fax bill,

We have included the minimum wage increase on this bill as | suggested in my letter to you in
August of this year, This miniinum wago increase will not include the FLSA or the FUTA provisions
becaust of your objecrions.

This bt includes the Community Renewsl/New Markets inftiative that you and 1 have worked on
for over a year. This provision is o temurkable bipartisan victory, which will have an immediate impact on
the most distrested urhan and rural communities in our nation, You thoufd be proud of your wark on this
provision. This lcgislation will include an expansion of thy Qualified Zone Academy Bond program
created in the 1997 Taxpayer Relief Act, which meets muny of the objectives of your school construction
propural. It does thiz without adding unnecuessary costs ta gchool construction, thereby making certain that
more money will go o educntion and luxs moncy will go to waste,

We have included the Foreign Sales Corporation change we all agreo is necessiry, We have alsa
included & long-term health care tux deduction, which you told me was yccepiable to your Administertion.
To deul with the increasing prubletn of the uninsured, we have Included the A+ [Health Care dediction,
which gives the same deductibllity to individuals thar big corporutions currently ¢cnjoy. While we
wndenstand your concerns with this proposal, we belicve this is an impartant breakthrough in helping the
uninsurad pay for health ingurauce.

Perhaps the most important provision of this bill is the 40 | K/IRA expansion bill that enjoyed the
uverwhelming support of the Congress. This bipartisan provision will give Americans of all ages mare
resources {or rtheir retiteinent security.

Yau should be as proud of the many accomplishments that this legislatien represents for your
priorities, as we in the Congress are proud of the many victories this bill reprusents [or the American
peuple, You may disagree with sume of the detsils in this bill, just as some of our inembers disagree with
other details. But all Americuns will see this bill as a vicrory for common sense, and | urge you Lo support
it
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J. Dennis Hastert
14" District
llinols

Office of the Speaker
United States House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20518

Please Deliver To:

Name: _

From:

Scott B. Palmer
Chief of Staff

Christy Surprenant
Directar of Administration /
Assistant to the Chief of Staff

Other:

Total Number of Pages: Z

Comments:

If you have ony prablems recelving this fax, please call (202) 225-5558
OfTice of the Chlef of Staft
The Speakers Office
H-228, The U.S. Cupitol
Wastiington, D.C. 20518

Thix messuge I intended anly for the use of the individual or eatity (o which it is uddresscd and may contain information that is
priviloged aud confidentizl. Any disseminution, disiribution or copying of this communlcalion iz strictly prohibited unless
utherwise indicated, ‘Thank you tor your caoperulioh.




















































































