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Karen Burris ! o I o
6615 Ivy Hill Drive 99 JAN 11 aM11:06
Mclean, Virginia 22101

(703) 356-8628

November 16, 1998

Dear Mr. President,

I would like to thank you for taking the time to speak with me personally at the end of the receiving
line at the Veteran's Day breakfast. To refresh your memory, I am the wife of Major Andrew Burris , :
soldier in the 824 Airborme, who was senselessly killed in a training accident while evaluating the
Maryland National Guard during their annual two week training period

Mr. President, I truly believe that your offer to help me in any way possible was sincere and your
concern was genuine. 1implore you to read the attached memo detailing the incredible errors that
occurred on the night of my husband's death, I attended the wreath laying service at Arlington National
Cemetery after the breakfast. Your speech touched upon the very core of the problems facing our soldiers
during peace time training today. My husband's death was due to a complete lack of leadership and
organization of the most severe kind and a total breakdown of national guard soldiers being trained
properly and adequately.

My husband was a graduate of the Virginia Military Institute and was an infantry officer for fifteen
years. He was a consummate soldier and would proudly have given his life for his country but not to the
negligence of the Maryland and Florida National Guards. He was highly respected by his subordinates,
peers and superiors. His favorite motto was "lead by example"” and he did just that. He performed his
duties beyond the best of hus abilities and he expected the same of his fellow soldiers. He was a
paratrooper in the 82nd Airborne Division, spent eight months in Desert Storm and never wavered in his
loyalty and love for his country. Please help me in my quest in having individuals held properly
accountable for their failure to perform their duties bestowed upon them. I want my daughter to be certaio
that her father's life was worthy of individuals being beld responsible for their actions. 1 am looking
forward to hearing from you.

Sincerely,

Kown Bussis

Karen Burtis
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Wrongful Death of Major Andrew Scott Burris

On Friday, June 13®, 1997, Major Burris was struck and subsaquently killed by a 2 % ton truck in black-
out conditions while waiting to evaluate an ambush performed by the Maryland National Guard at Camp
Blanding, Florida Below is a summary of the most severe failures and deficiencies in planning and
decision malong that occurred the night of his death although there were several other failures.

« the driver and assistant driver (from the Maryland National Guard) were not sugpased to be driving
in the area in which they were traveling

e they were ordered hours befarehand to stop driving the vehicie to which they replied they did not have
to comply that their “mission was over”

e they were driving 30-35 mph in a Smph zone without any head lights, running lights or ground
guides

e were not wearing their issued Night Vision Goggles although the assistant driver had his in his lap
struck Major Burris and kept driving thinking they had hit a wild animal
when stopped by another soldier and informed that they had indeed hit Major Burris claimed that
their vehicle was not involved in the accident and that they had simply stopped to put light on the
accident scene.

Major Burris knew he had been run over by the truck and yelled for help. Absolutely no medical
evacuation plan was in place and not one soldier knew the Standard Operating Procedures for an accident
of this magnitude.

Medical Malfunctions...due mostly to the Florida National Goard at Camp Blanding

* an ambulance did not reach the accident site for 45 minutes and arrived inadequately equipped with

medical supplies to help Major Burms

« the second ambulance to armive was also lacking in medical supplies

e medical treatruent was sub-standard, Major Burris should have received 3000 cc's of fluids and only
received 250 cc’s

e  acivilian helicopter was ordered and also arrived without proper medical supplies and did not have
any communication devices that would allow them to communicate with the ground resulting in
Major Burris being flown around between hospitals and not having any medical personnel available
to help him. A MEDEVAC helicopter should have been ordered to deal with the magnitude of his
injuries stocked with medical supplies.

e Major Burris was grossly misdiagnasad by a Physician’s Assistant. He was diagnosed with head
trauma while internal bleeding was never diagnosed although he himse!f had stated that he had been
run over and had obvious tire marks on his abdomen.

e Phyzsician’s Assistant was not current an Advanced Trauma Life Support (ATLS) and therefore not
capable of diagnosing the severity of Major Burris’ igjuries

IN SUMMARY: 1 was told in 3 meeting at the Pentagon by the Army Surgean General, Geseral
Blanck, that had my husband had proper medical treatment that he woold have survived his injuries
without any chaage in quality of life. The entire medical evacusbon procedure should have taken 18
minutes and it took them 2 hours to get my husband to a hospital where he died on the tarmaac. The
previous year's evaluation performed by the same battalion in the 82* Airborne of the Maryland National
Guard pin-pointed EVERY deficiency and problem that lead to the death of my husband The Maryland
and Florida National Guard had an entire year to fix these problems and did not. It is in my opinion that
due to total negligence and failure in leadership fram the very top to the bottom Major Burris is
dead and not one person has been held pruperly sccountable.

If you bave any questions please do not hesitate to call:

Karen Burris (703) 356-8628 (wifc of Major Burris).















Page Two.

To date the only information I have received 1is that the
Department of Justice has responded and the letter is being held up
at the Office of Management and Budget.

I have no information from the Department of State or
Devartment of Defense inquiries.

We have come & long way in our efforts to obtain justice for
these families who are victims of the failure of the U.S.
Government to meet its responsibilities to those carrying out the
Oliver North mission in Nicaragqua.

These two Congressional Bills may be defeated because of my
lack of ability and knowledge of the system, but they should at
least be afforded a hearing. 1In light of the facts which have now
become public, I would hope the Department comments will not be
unfavorable. 4

I sincerely request your help getting the Departments to
respond to Chairman Smith's request of March 24, 1995, attached.

You truly,

Mike Kinard

MK: jp
Attachment

cc: The Honorable Jay Dickey
The Honorable Toby Roth
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H.R. 410 ~ Estate of
Wallace Sawyer, Jr.

Honorable Warren M. Christopher
Sacretary

Departmant oif State

2201 < .Straet

washington, 5.S. 20520

Dear Bir:

Enclosed pleass find a copy of the above captioned bill

which has recently bean referred to this Subcomnittes.

The Subsammittss weuld appreciate having your written

comments on the »ill at your earliest convenisnce.

sinceraliy,

z e

LAMAR SMITE

chairman, Subcommittes on
Imnigration and Claims

Enclosure
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April 6, 1999

Dear Mrs. Clinton:

You were wonderfully generous to call this old sailor of an Easter
aftemoon! As a result, I immediately commenced to cure; am home, and with

the pleasing instructions to do nothing for three weeks. So why not get about
the business we talked of Sunday.

The world needs a Clinton Doctrine. Which is to say a general statement
of why and when the international community, in whatever format, will

intervene on behalf of an ethnic community seeking to become an independent
state. And when it will not.

Wilson brought the norm of self-determination to world politics. But it
was open ended. They had in mind a few historical countries in central Europe,
Poland for one, taken over by neighboring empires that were in the process of
themselves being taken apart. They had no notion of ethnicity as a postimmodern
phenomenon. (Or such is my thesis.) Much less that it could spring up in
hundreds of ways and hundreds of places.

Which is to say there have to be limits, and, to an extent, norms. As of
now there are none. I fear we have been a bit unthinking about Kosovo. As I
mentioned, we don’t even seem to know the language of the people on whose
behalf we have commenced the first war in Europe since 1945. Nor do we
seem to grasp its meaning to the Serbs. (See West, p. 841 ff. in the new
Penguin edition.) If something is to come of this, other than ruin, it appears to
me that the President needs to lay out a new conceptual agenda.

I enclose a copy of the Memorandum I wrote to him -- he had suggested
this -- from Zagreb on November 28, 1992. My primary message was that the
outgoing administration wanted nothing to do with the region, and was
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bequeathing him a potential disaster. (In this Sunday’s Times Eagleburger says
as much.) Galbraith and I were disgracefully treated. Our itinerary, which
included Kosovo and Macedonia, canceled. Fair enough; Cheney knew what we
would find. But it is disheartening that the President never saw what I wrote.
(We had taken a lot of small arms fire, and a night of artillery shelling to no
purpose whatever!) If any others in the incoming administration read it, they
would not -- Strobe excepted -- have thought the subject of any great
consequence. That is what I was waming about.

Also Pandaemonium, a quick read which I hope will interest you.

I make so bold as to suggest the President assemble a small grohp to give
him some thoughts. Huntington. Glazer. Lipset. Others.

Respectfully,
P

Mrs. Hillary Clinton
The White House
Washington, DC 20500

Enclosures (2)
















































