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The Five Big Political Myths About Nafta

/’

Politics & People
By Albert R. Hunt

"*3

Harry McPherson
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Nafta is merely a convenient vehicle for 
Mr. Perot to rally disaffected citizens, a 
political ego trip, which judging from his 
debate performance Tuesday may be 
wearing thin. But any Democrat, or Re­
publican for that matter, who hopes to buy 
peace with the Texas billionaire is rolling 
the dice. Besides, he or she too might be 
come a target of those pro-Nafta, Mafia- 
sponsored hit men from Cuba!

• The politics are a clear-cut loser. 
Nafta’s opponents are far more intense 
than its proponents. That’s why the Clin­
ton administration is worried that its re­
cent gains could be offset when members 
go home for a long Veterans Day recess 
this weekend.

But nervous Democrats may be so fo­
cused on the micropolitics that they are ig­
noring the larger political calculus. In last 
month’s Wall Street Journal/NBC News 
survey, voters by a 2-to-l margin said it's 
better if Congress and the presidency are 
controlled by different political parties. 
And by 72% to 22%, voters today believe 
that gridlock in Washington is as bad as 

frol both branches"
A Nafta defeat would only add to this 

anxiety, and the most appetizing target for 
frustrated voters would be incumbent De­
mocrats. "A weakened president is Wry 
bad for House Democrats in terms of their 
political self-interest,” argues John Sasso, 
a leading Democratic political consultant.

Conversely, Mr. McPherson notes, a 
Clinton victory “would be terrific for the 
country and for him. He would have 
shown that, despite his other problems, he 
really is a chief of state." In that vein, 
these two-dozen wavering House Democ­
rats, who together could tip the balance in 
favor of Nafta, should remember the 
words of another young Democratic pres­
ident three decades ago that a rising tide 
lifts all boats. That's true in politics as 
well as economics.
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v. „ -* -J no alternative. [Nafta would be deaden ar-
North American Free Trade Agreement rival if George Bush were presidentnmag- 
next Wednesday: “In a few weeks it’ll be
forgotten.” A Democratic senator, who op­
poses Nafta for political reasons and isn’t
particularly proud of it, sees a silver lin­
ing: "This will make health care easier.”

These lawmakers should talk to Harry
McPherson, a former top aide to President
Johnson and a genuine Washington sage.
A Nafta defeat, he fears, would be devas-
tating for the country, the president and
the Democratic Party. “The only question
is how’ rnuch of a calamity would it be?"

He’s worried not so much about the
particulars of this treaty, but about the 1

signals it would send: "Internationally it 
would show that Clinton can’t control his 
own party and make him look weak.” Po­
litically, he remembers when Lyndon 
Johnson taught him how once a president 
suffers a big setback, the political sharks 
smell blood and everything else is 
_iarder.

Yet if Nafta loses, a distinct possibility, 
it’ll be the House Democrats who do it Jo 
themselves, largely due not only to sub- 
stantive misinformation but to political 
mvths that have overshadowed realities. 
The five big political myths are:

• Nafta isn't a presidential priority. 
Some Democrats still insist that Nafta 
isn’t important for the Clinton presidency. 
He did get off to a late start. But in the past 
two months, he has given 16 speeches on 
Nafta and personally lobbied more than 
100 House members, including seven pri­
vate meals with undecided lawmakers. He

ine sending Dan Quayle to take on Ross 
Perot Tuesday night.)

A week from today. Bill Clinton heads 
to Seattle to meet leaders of the major 
Asian countries. The participants control 
50% of the world’s economy and, as the 
president acknowledged at yesterday’s 
press conference, his ability to conduct 
economic negotiations would be "limited 
significantly" if he arrives the day after 
becoming the first U.S. president to lose a 
trade treaty. Mr. McPherson fears an even 
grimmer scenario: “Defeating Nafta in- 
creases the risks tharGAl’T goes~down 
a’fid potentially sets the stage for a trade 
war of the kind we had in the ’20s and ’30s. 
This is extremely serious.” Domestically, 
there also would be major consequences. 
"When a president gives everything he 
has and loses, it certainly hurts him on 
other issues,” says the veteran president­
watcher.

• A new Nafta would be better. In the 
Tuesday night debate with Vice President 
A) Gore, Ross Perot sounded the rallying 
cry of "Not this Nafta,” but go back and 
negotiate a “good” treaty.

That ignores that there’s a new. Cana­
dian, government that will probably swal­
low this agreement but would be a huge 
hurdle to drafting a new treaty. Even more 
troubling, it’s nonsense to think that iust 
aftpr hping hnmilintpd hy thp Yfinkpp 
mlusLsiis the Mexicans would become more 
accommodating. Asked about a “new” 
Nafta, Jaime Serra Puche, the astute Mex­
ican trade minister, says sure, “in about 
50 years.” That’s an exaggeration, but it 
wouldn’t happen during this Congress or 
this Clinton administration.

• An anti vote buys protection from la­
bor. House Democrats, especially the 66 
freshmen, fear that labor will retaliate if
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they vote for Nafta. This is a shrewd bluff 
on labor’s part, but only inexperienced 
congressmen are falling for it. Nextyear’s 
calendar includes a minimum wage in­
crease, a striker replacement bill and 
health insurance, all issues as important 
to labor as Nafta. Unions certainly aren’t 
going to write off essential votes on those 
issues or desert dozens of Democrats next 
fall so they can be replaced by conserva­
tive Republicans. Veteran lawmakers un­
derstand this; six-tenn_Ji£jL_ Howard
Berman of California, a Nafta supporter. 
had a Los Angeles fund-raiser two weeks 
ago and got almost $50,000 from labor.

A number of House Democrats honestly 
share labor’s fears
over this agreement
and a smaller group / 
reflects the private i 
candor of one mem- i 
ber who notes, “I’m , 
with the Teamsters V 

on this and I stay 
bought.” For most of
the rest, however, 
the worries are mis­
placed. Some unions
may try to mount a 
symbolic primary
challenge against one or two pro-Nafta De­
mocrats, but labor is much too smart to 
force a litmus test on an issue in which the 
Democratic House speaker and Senate ma­
jority leader are on the wrong side.

• Protection will be bought from Perot. 
Fence-sitters worry about Ross Perot’s 
threat to attack pro-Nafta lawmakers next 
year. But he’ll also go after members who 
vote against a balanced budget amend­
ment or any excuse he can find. “This is 
only the fight of the week for Perot," says 
Ed Rollins, the GOP strategist who briefly 
ran the Texas billionaire’s campaign last 
year. “Yiju’re never OK with Perot; if it’s 
in his interest, he’ll shoot you between the 
eyes in a minute.”

By Albert R. Hunt knew he upped the stakes but believed a
A senior House Democrat dismisses the defeat would be so disastrous that he had 

consequences of a House rejection of the no alternative. (Nafta would be deadpn ar-
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Andrews 
Bacchus 
Baesler 
Beilenson 
Berman 
Cardin 
Chapman 
Clement 
Coleman 
Cooper 
Coppersmith 
Dicks 
Dooley 
Edwards 
English 
Fazio 
Foley 
Frost 
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Glickman 
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Johnson 
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Bob 
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Cal 
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J.J.
David E. 
Bill 
Dan 
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Patricia 
David E.
Charles W. 
Al 
Mike 
John S. 
Frank 
Ray
Esteban Edward 
Tim
Jamie L. 
Ron
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Inslee 
Johnson 
Johnson
Kennedy
Ko petski 
Laughlin 
Lehman 
Matsui 
McCurdy 
Montgomery 
Moran 
Natcher 
Ortiz 
Parker 
Pastor 
Payne 
Pelosi 
Penny
Pickle
Price
Richardson 
Rostenkowski
Sarpaiius
Schroeder
Skaggs
Stenholm
Swift 
Synar 
Tanner 
T ejeda 
Thornton 
Torres 
Valentine
Whitten
Wyden______

Dill

Patricia
David E.
Charles W.
Al
Mike
John S. 
Frank
Ray
Esteban Edward
Tim
Jamie L.
Ron

_______Fname

Michael A. 
Jim 
Scotty 
Anthony C. 
Howard L. 
Benjamin L. 
Jim 
Bob 
Ronald D. 
Jim 
Sam
Norman D. 
Cal 
Chet
Karan 
Vic 
Thomas S. 
Martin D. 
Pete 
Sam 
Dan 
Lee H. 
Steny H. 
Jay 
Don 
Eddie Bernice 
Joseph P. 
Mike 
Greg 
Richard H. 
Robert T. 
Dave
G.V. 
James P. 
William H. 
Solomon P. 
Mike
Ed
Lewis F. 
Nancy
Timothy J. 
J.J.
David E. 
Bill 
Dan
Bill
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NOTE FOR:

Information

Action CU""
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Thank you.

I cc:

1

r

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

JOHN D. PODESTA
Assistant to the President 
and Staff Secretary 
(x2702)

The President has reviewed the attached, and it is forwarded to you 
for your:

r
t
!

I

1



<(

Presidential Phone Calls

: STIME:
incoming/outgoing

 WITH: 

tkO-A \JUL 

<23 S^XAA U^-v2<A-a9 QJrPvdC (LfifohAik

HfrK UIAa dsw, -

FOLLOWUP: 

iiiirjii

PHOTOCOPY
WJC HANDWRITING

SUBJECT: _____________________________

(^0 55V-AX LU-^A.\-eZ) <gS^ruX ^Olxaja^

□ATE: (



Presidential Phone Calls 

q-:r-

:r

.)<>-0-i>� 

DATE: ..... l ....... t,-_q....___ __ _ 

�-\ 
� 

TIME: _Ca�<9?---,,-__ _ 
incoming/outgoing 

WITH: -'--lli-=--_�......_;;.__---""--"......_ ____ _ 

SUBJECT: -�-.:..__'--"'-....:-...:........;._ _______ _

FOLLOWUP: ____________ _ 

PHOTOCOr'
WJC HANDWRITING



Presidential Phone Calls 

DATE: l\-C\

WITH: � � \�
: �

SUBJECT: __,�i.t=.:::::o.=-=-=���===:____:.���---

�� � 
� C � - {VvJ}-: 

()._ \,rwsl ·1..1:i.9 Cl,. T\.N) �

FOLLOWUP: ____________ _

r'Hu,v..., v, 

WJC HANDWRITING 



Presidential Phone Calls

6O5-11-°!DATE: TIME:
incoming/outgoing

SUBJECT:  

 

   
FOLLOW UP:     photocohy

W HANDWRITING

s
WITH: HM.QA 1A

v

I ClaJLsuuQ 



I

^Pq-yxi^‘zriKJo-^u

PHOTCGOr’
WJC HANDWRITING

r----  AKXJUOv 4<

’to (\---

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

IV^Qi-^ Ok~A>A

r~*

thrtL/A A^^p/VVX . MUaaLvs -

— V^\^-dOA~

— ^g^rPT* L



.V
,*

I

•s

>



Gs

PHOTOCOPY
WJC HANDWRITING

I
)

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Aaaa m

cuXaG-k e>^A



f<(/

Vlu Um Elo

CferdLkV GtQ. Cjl4%\?

<

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Uv < t SU ;\uU 
fenA Ilia III ckUvia

PHOTOCOPY
WJC HANDWRITING



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

PHOTOCOPY
WJC HANDWRITING



C' /

 

is'

KUa. /Ia

HhO,oCOPY
WJC handwriting

fkuxAiA VRauJuazx

v TVw (^AmakjEXua?

1



«

H-y-7

r%V)C-V^LA kTy'FKXAx^

Os. kr<xJL\ 4- AM^o

- t^v\

(|AU
juc*^\

rh

(@ GuulaX'Cwi fw fczuvs cb^AA.

^MXaI M v (Xjjc^A

PHOTOCOPY
WJC HANDWRITING

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON



«

“a"""*

" f-'i

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

PHOTOCOPY
WJC handwriting

r

nMaAkW^SUO ft,
U4A VUvUAjUM^

(pufirMiuA (jcmjuAxu Uu rtv 

t Nu &JWA 'J^A

A5J^0L^tVUiTJLU^H‘ 

luu

I
V

Mu Ajwx^GbuXiu^JUUa



/ 'PoaMA
\v '———~

TOKYO SUMMIT
1993

PHOTOCOPY
WJC HANDWRITING

K

Bl . 

\a\W>

m

vt^juaX , At- it <
•7(\bA LkAJcAi ua. Vo LsS 6^\xmA

VMaXoJ v \>?.

Bl

“T^oa UcAjaAaA B-^)' LyvjAurtXAA

Lslk

VL-k U-AkkxVuSi <>_ (KkSBlA- j 19a

TV\KMu-P2A51xVtA-


