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Under the Bi£ Tent

! not to know what Mr. Clinton

you-know-what.

Christoph Niemann

Inquisitor

toward self-righteous authontauve aftivistg so they could promote battle with his core constituency on 
pronouncements on anguishing tssues^ V acuvBts y „He does want

The rhetoric of compass^te to i through {ight „ sald Tommy Thompson, the
conservatism is belied by a smug convention without One tele- long-suffering chairman o the plat-

111(1 quisitor,” when the Inquisitor imag- 
in‘ ines still another voice in the dialogue

know that centuries will pass ana <uin-auvi. solely of his willingness to ac-
mankind will proclaim with the mouth where m jnghi. * unborn last Cept the votes of people who disagree
of its w.sdom and science that there is -ted a sentence W Mm The te^is huge, but the
no crime, and therefore no sin, but night me only I* only Ustening to me
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— the voice of the utopian protester, 
like some of those heard outside me 
Philadelphia convention hall: “Do you

charm of an armadillo.)
The Republican Convention was 

full of delegates who had become par­

issues. The G.O.P. might also ponder 
another moment in “The Grand In-

might be recommended reading for 

toward self-righteous authoritative

Public Interests
GAIL COLLINS

said in this campaign. Until Dick Che­
ney gave his red-meat speech on
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me party’s sweeping declaration of 
war against all forms of abortion, and 
no hint Mr. Bush ever intended to do

ion.
>us
ted, _
'V0" know that centuries will pass and 
een ,
re’ of its wisdom and science mat mere is 

nee |
s to L
un’ then ask virtue of mem I —

enure convention without one tele- long-suffenng chairman oi me Re­
vised peep about me right to bear form committee, who kept demand­
arms, or even about prayer in school. ing credit for having allowed pro- 
Everv black Republican who’s ever choice Republicans to speak at me

b« AU. Kw ». Mm* «p^' XG~.g.

W. Bush’s move to me center con-

1

C-o-p

,• e If i 

j-oJIts-.

n < ( | V- >

is might be recommended reading for 
writers of party platforms, which tend 

1S calf.riohtPOllS authoritative
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t0 claim to truth on a host of social 

me *
tow

Philadelphia prime time. Mr. Bush’s own message 
What can you say about a Republi- — mat we can all work together, and 

can Convention that spends as much that partial birth abortion is bad — 
time talking about AIDS as abortion, sounded stunningly moderate com- 
and frets more about urban blight pared with the diatribes from conven­
than gun control? That it’s a changed tions of yore.
party? A conflicted party? A sneaki- in a way, mis isn’t much different 
er party? from what Bill Clinton did in 1992,

“The platform is solid,’' shrugged when he pUned his party to me center
Gary Bauer, the former pro-life pres- while placating its left by muffling 
idential candidate. You will remem- RObert Casey, me pro-life governor of 
ber him as the guy who fell off the pennsyiVania. But at least the Demo­
stage during a pancake-flipping con- crats didn,t keep their positions se- 
test before the New Hampshire pri- cret you’d have had to be living in a 
mary. He added, “Anybody who’s  ... — - -------
pro-life on Election Day will vote for
us, and anybody who’s pro-choice __________
will vote for the other side.”

Wrong message. Under George W. Veil 1 -k U OW- WHO OHBush the Republican Party is one big, I Uli M1U W W LIU Uli

huge, enormous, humongous tent. Mr.
 Bush is asking for me vote of every

single American who supports restor­ 
ing dignity to the presidency and not
leaving a single child behind. Those 
yearning for an undignified chief ex- intended to do about abortions and 
ecutive and a pile of children stranded gun control. Mr. Bush is less forth- 
wimout transportation are just going coming. Watching me convention al 
to have to go elsewhere. you might be able to deduce is.that

Coming to grips with me Bush can- whatever he plans, it s gomg o be 
didacy is tricky, since a lot goes un- accomplished to me music of Motown, 
said in mis campaign. Until Dick Che- Still, it’s easy enough to read his 
nev gave his red-meat speech on intentions. His surrogates forcefully 

U1 u , Wednesday night, me Republican stripped me platform of all signs of
as a whole, it is impossible to say what f ention had „one for three days immigrant-bashing, and made an un­
final, authoritative meaning me novel ever mentioning Bill Clinton’s successful attempt to moderate me
leaves with us. If Alyosha speaks me name We were Harry Potter lalld, plank opposing gays in me military^
iSBasinfiB 

“The Grand Inquisitor” is ambiguous ^owever p^pfo who ^w him on stage was me Republican Party’s
ias 11 offers n° auth0[rtftive a!lswer’J‘ on TV felt the new vice-presidential only openly gay Congressman, 

suggests that truth lies only m the °^didate had all Warmth and But mere was no effort to mitigate 
’ dialogue, open-ended, anguishing. It ^an arma<ftlloj me party’s sweeping declaration of
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choice Republicans to speak at the

mtssioiTwas given a speaking role, pro-life party, but it’snever been so

candidate who’s the darling of me 
anti-abortion movement, was no-


