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Specter faces dubious

lowan Republican Party

DES MOINES (AP) - Not long
agn, Arien Specier peered out
across a3 cavernous Des Moines
convention ornter and delivered
3 stern call for moderate Repuh.

Schelfler is with Senate Majorl-
ty loader Boh Dole — they ure
likely to be united in opposition
to Specter.

One of Specter’s main issues

licantsm. Scattered boos rolled Sen, is his support for abortivn
back. Arten rights. He Is pledging to lead the

On Saturday, amid rare flow- Specter charge to delete the strict antl-
ering plants 1n a bLolanteal gar- Seeking abortion plank from the Repub-

den, Specter said he wants the presdency
party's presiddential nomination
so he can save the GOP from an
“intolerant right.”
. From afar. the hoos rolled in.
“¥ think he's a fine gentleman
and has a lot of gol things to
say. but | don’t think he's going

lican platform.

Kennedy said that's a settled
Issue for lowa Republicans.

I really don't believe the
nomination fight amd the cancns
fight Is going to turn on that
fssue,”” he said.

to be t1aken very scriously in stae’s Christian  Coalition, la- Siegrist, a hacker of former
lowa,” said Brent Sieprist. a  beled Specter's message “divi-  Education Secretary Lamar Al
Council Dluffs Republicin. sive.” While religious conserva-  exander, conceded that Specter
Siegrist, majority leader of the tives will likely migrate to more ix raising Issucs that may come
state House of Representatives, than one GOP  candidate — back to haunt Republicans.

concluded: 1 would dismiss hiin
as a3 renl serlous candidate.”
“l don‘t think it's goilng to
work very well,'”” said Steve Rob.
erls, a Des Moines jawyer and
member of the Republtlcan Na-
tional Cammittea,
-« Specter was in Tawa, which
Z:holds the natlon’s first test of

“The influcnce of certain seg-
wments of our party, the people
vate wottld see in the religions

-presidential strength with pro : ' : Teht have had the ofrae
Jeinct caucuses next February, to _,". PUshing our o 1 et of
formally annuunce he'll seek the P e Cndidates 10 1y,
party’s nomination. : SR he saiqd. “If we allow

The heart of the Pennsylvania & e o
senator’s campaign is an appeal T A
to centrist KRepuahlicons, He >

warns that the increasing power

of religious cvnservatives threat- anrselves to gt shoved oo far

ens to drive the GOP out of the o800 3 to the right it is going to eanse
political malnstream and hand T us problems.”
rc-electlion ta President Clinton. L, Dt

We necd (0 keep religlon out
of politics,” said Specter, at a
r:lully attendes| by about 100 peo-
ple.

“Neither this nition nor this
party can aford a Repuhlican
candidate so captive to the de- - :;
mands af the. intolerant right. :
that we end up re-rlecting a
president of the jncompetent
It satd Specter. - i

in Jowa. he'll make that case ! e %
to a party that has drifted |
steadlly to the right and where !
religious conservatives have

: gained effective control of the
- party machinery.

lowa Republican Chairman
Belen Kennedy acknowledped
the importance of rellgious con- |:
servatives as a force in the |
party.

“There's a lot of actlvism
there.” he suld.

«. Roberts added, "In state cen.
Iral eommitteo elections, in state |.
thair elections, in precinct cau- |)
cuwrs, they play o major role”
Steve ScheMer, a teader in the oo
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