

















THE PRESIDENT HAS SEEN |0

, ANMNOUNCEMENT SpeeCH
- Q' STATE SQIUISE ' T 2 QAR XANSAS

OCTOBER 3. 199

Trank vou ail for perng here togav. for vour friendsnio and sucporc
ior 2iving Me the spoorunity t0 serve as vour Governar for Y vears. tar diling my hire
wuil of Diessings cevonc anvtuing [ ever seserved.

D w2nC 0 2nk esoecialy Hiilary ana Chelsea (67 2xing s 212
510N sur e s surmey gner. Hillary. tor oeing mv wite, MV iTiend, nd MY
SAMNRL 1N JUF 27278 07 SULS 2 220027 mUTUre (37 he chidren and iumiiies of Arkansas
ANd Amer:ca. Cheised o wavs sne is InIv N0w CIMiNg to understand. nas ceen our
JIRSEANG 36V ANC f2minaer i aNAt JUr 2UdNC efmores are reaiiv all apeur: 3 oetter ie
101 20l wno wili w3k 13710 3 Jetter nuture 1or the next generation.

Ail ot vou. :n dimerent wavs. have orought me here todav. to steo
Hevond 3 itfe and 3 ,¢0 ! iove. 10 Make 3 commiument to a larger cause: preserving the
American Dream ... r2storing tn2 hooes of the forgatten middle class ... reciaiming the
‘uture for our cniidren.

! refuse to ce part or 3 generauon that celebrates the death of
cOMMUNISM 20r0ad with (e 10ss of the American Dfeam athome,

3 ! refuse to 0e a part of a generation that fails to compeze In the

global economy ana s condemns hard-working Americans to a life of struggle without
e
reward-or secunty.

m— e

That 1s why [ stand here today. because | refuse to stand by and let
our children become part of the iirst generation to do worse than their parents. [ don't
want my child or your child to be part of a country that's coming apart instead of
coming together.

Over 25 years ago. | had a professor at Georgetown who taught me
that Amenca was the greatest couniy 11 history because our people believed in and
acted on two simpie «deas: first. that the future can be better than the present: and
second. that each of us has a personal. moral responsibility to make it so.

That fundamental truth has guided my public career. and brings
me here today. It 1s wnat we ve devoted curseives to here in Arkansas. I'm proud of
what we ve done here in Arkansas together. Proud of the work we've done to become a
iaDoratory of democracy and innovation. And proud that we've done it without giving
uo the things we cherish and honar most about our way of life — sclid. m:dale class
vailies oi work. faith, ramiiy, individuai resoonsioilicy and community.

As ['ve traveled across our state. ['ve found that everything we
believe+n, everything we've fought for, is threatened by an administration that refuses
to take care of our own. has turned its back on the middle class, and is afraid to change
while the world 1s changing.

The historic events in he Soviet Union in recent months teach us
an important lessor: Nationai security begins at home. For the Soviet Empire never
lost to us an the fieid of battle. Their system rotted from the inside out. from
economic. pohiticl ana sointuai faslure. :

To be sure. the collaps¢ or communism requires a new national

Itis an important cegnning. But make no mistake — the end of the Coid Sar 1s not
tne end of threats 10 Amer:cd The world 1s still a dangerous and uncertain place The
first and most solemn odbligation of the Pre:ident 1s to keep America strong and safe
from roreign dangerss and oromote democracy around the world.

secunty pohav. [ aopiaud the President s recent imtiative 1n reducing nuclear weapons.
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2ut we cannot build a sare ana secure worid uniess we can nrst

___ TaKe.America strong at home. [t 1S our apiiioy 1o taxke care o1.Qur OwnD AL ~2me I

£Ives us the strengtn to stand up for wnat we oelieve arouna the wortd.

As Governor for 11 vears. working to preserve and create 100s 1N 2
global economy, | know our competiton tor the future 1s Germanv ana the rest ot
Europe. Japan and the rest or Asia. And | know tnat we are losing America s leauersnip
:n the worid because we re losing the American Dream right here at home.

Middle ciass people are spendaing more nours on the job. spending
iess ime with therr cnuldren. oringing nome a smafer pavcneck to pav more 19r N2aitn
<are anNd Nousing and egucation. Our streets are meaner. our amiies are oroken. our
seasth care 1s the costliest in the worid and we get less tor 1t.

The country 1s headed in the wrong direction rast. siipping benind.
\sing our way ... 2nd all we have out of Wasnington is status quo paraiysis. N0 vision.
no action. just negtect. seirishness ana division.

For 12 vears. Repuolicans have tried to divide us — race against
race — s0 we get mad at each other and not at them. They want us to look at each
sther across a raciaidivide so we don t tum and look to the White House and ask. Whv
are all of our incomes going down? Why are ail of us losing jobs? Why are we losing
our ruture?

Where [ come from we xnow aoout race-baiting. Thev ve used 1t to
Jdivide us for vears. [ know this tactic weil and I'm not going to let them get away with
it

For 12 years, the Republicans have talked about choice without
really believing 1n 1. George Bush says he wants school choice even if it bankrupts the
public schools. and yet he's more than willing to make 1t a crime for the women of
Amenca to exercise their individual right to choose.

For 12 years, the Republicans have been telling us that Amenca’s
problems aren't their problem. They washed their hands of responsibility for the
economy and education and health care and social policy and turned it over to {ifty
states and a thousand posnts of light. Well, here in Arkansas we've done our best to
create jobs and educate our people. And each of us has tried to be one of those
thousand points of light. But I can tell you. wnere there 1s no national vision. no
national partnership, no national leadership, a thousand points of light leaves a lot of
darkness.

We must provide the answers. the solutions. And we will. We're
going to turn this country around and get it mowving again, and we're going to fight for
the hard-working middle-class families of Amenca for a change.

Make no mistake. This election is about change: in our party, in
our national leadership, and 1n our country. ' ' :

—— And we're not going to get positive change just by Bush-bashing.
We have to do a better job of the old-fashioned work of conironting the real problems
of real people and pointing the way to a tetter ruture. That 1s our challenge in 1992,

Today, as we stand on the threshoid of a new era. a new
millennium. [ believe we need a new kind of leadership, leadership commuitted to
change. Leadership not mired 1n the politics of the past. not limited by old ideologies.
Proven leadership that knows how to reinvent government to help soive the real
problems of real people.

That 1s why today [ am declaring my candidacy for President of the
United States. Together I believe we can provide leadership that will restore the
Amencan Dream. that will fight for the forgotten middle class, that will provide more
opportunity, insist on more responsibility, and create a greater sense of community for
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“71s great country.

The crange we must maxe isn t liberas or conservative. its botn.

zng lmu';'erem. The small towns and main streets of America aren t like the corrigors
and back rooms of Washington. People out here gon't care about the idle rhetonc of
“left” and “righx” and "hberal” and “conservative™ and all the other words that have
Tade our poiitics a suostitute for action. These ramilies are crving out desperateiy (ar
someone who believes the promise of America is to heip them with their struggle to
Jet aheaa. to orfer them a green iight instead of a pink sii0.

This must de a camoaign of 1deas. not slogans. Ve don t need
znotner President wno doesn t know wnat he wants to ao for America. I'm going to teil
<0u In prain ianguage wnat [ intend to do as President. How we can meet the
zhallenges we race — that s the test for all the Democratic candidates in this
campaign. Amencans know wnat we re up against. Lat's show them what we re for.

We neea a new covenant to reousld Amenca. [t's just common
sense. Government's responsibility 1s to create more opportunity. The people s
responsbility 1s to make the most of it

In a Clinton Adminstration. we are going to create opportunity for
3ll. We've got to grow this economy, not shnnk 1t. We need to give people incentives to
make long-term investment in America and rewara peopie who produce goods and
services. not those wno speculate with other people’s money. We've got to invest more
money In emerging technologtes to help keep high-paying jobs here at home. We've
got to convert from a defense to a domestic economy.

We've got to expand world trade, tear down barriers, but demand
fair trade policies ii we're going to promde good jobs for our people. ThZ ATfierican
peopte don t want to run from the world. We must meet the competition and win.
— Opportunity for all means world-class skills and world-class
education. We need more than “photo ops” and empty rhetoric — we need standards
and accountability and excellence in education. On this issue. I'm proud to say that
Arkansas has led the way.

In a Clinton Administration, students and parents and teachers will
Zet a real education President.

Opportunity for all means pre-school for every child who needs it.
and an apprenticeship program for kids who don't want to go to college but do want
good jobs. It means teaching everybody with a job to read. and passing a domestic Gl
Bill that would give every young American the chance to borrow the money necessary
to go to college and ask them to pay it back either as a small percentage of their
income over time or through national serwvice as teachers or policemen or nurses or
child care workers.

- - In a Clinton Administration. everyone will be able to get a college

loan as long as they're willing to give something back to their country in return.

Opportunity for all m=ans reiorming the health care svstem to
control costs. improve quality, expand preventive and long-term care. maintain
consumer choice, and cover everybody. Aird we don't have to bankrupt the taxpayers to
do 1t. We do have to take on the big insurance companies and health care
bureaucracies and get some real cost control into the system. [ pledge to the Amencan
people that in the first year of a Clinton Administration we will present a plan to
Congress acd the Amencan people to provide arfordable. quality health care for all
Amencans.

Opportunity for all means making our cities and our streets safe
from crime and drugs. Across America. citizens are baﬁdlng together to take their
streets and neighborhoods back. In a Clinton Administration, we'll be on their side —
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Opportunicy ror an means maxing taxes rair. I'm not out Lo soak
the ncn. [ wouldn't mind being rich. But [ do believe the ricn snouid pav therr rair
share. For 12 vears. the Repuoiicans nave raised taxes on the miadle ciass. It's time to
Jive the middle class tax rener.

Finally, opportunity for ail means we must protect cur
environment and develop an energy poticv that reiies more on consenation and clean
naturat 2as so ail our cnildren will inherit 3 worid that 1s cieaner. sarer. any more

ceautire!

But hear me now. [ honestiv beiteve tnat if we trv to Jo these
1Ings. e wul stiil not soive the proolems of toxdav or move into the next century with
cornidence uniess we do wnat President Kenneay did and ask every American citizen to
assume £ersonal responsioiiny tor the future of our country.

The government owes our people more opportunity. but we all
nave to make the most of it througp responsiole citizenship.

We should nsist that people move off welfare rolls and onto work
rolls. We snouid give people on weliare the skills they need to succeed. but we should
Jemand that evervoody wno can work go to work and become a productive memoer of
soCiety.

We should insist on the toughest possidle child support
ensorcement. Governments don't raise children, parents do. And when thev don't their
children pay forever, and so do we.

And we have got to say, as we've tried to do in Arkansas, that
students have a responsibility to stay in school. If you drop out for no good reason, you
should lose your driver's license. But it's important to remember that the most
uresponsible people of all in the 1980s were those at the top — not those who were
doing worse. not the hard-working middle class, but those who sold out our savings
and leans with bad deals and spent billions on wasteful takeovers and mergers, money
that could have been spent to create better products and new jobs. '

Do you know that in the 1980s. while middle-class income went
down. charstable giving by working people went up? And while rich people’s incomes
went up, charitable grving by the weaithy went down. Why? Because our leaders had
an ethic of get it while you can and to herk with everybody else.

How can you ask people who work or who are poor to behave
responsibly when they know that the heads of our biggest companies raised their own
pay In the last decade by four times the percentage their workers' pay went up? Three
times as much as their profits went up. When they ran their companies tnto the
ground and their employees were on the treet, what did they do? They bailed out with
golden parachutes to a cushy life. That's just wrong.

Teddy Roosevelt and Harry Truman and John Kennedy didn't
hesitate to use the bully pulpit of the presidency. They changed America by standing
up for wnat's right. When the Salomon Brothers abused the treasury markets. the
President was silent. When the rip-off artists looted our S&L's. the President was
silent. In a Clinton Administration, when people sell their companies and their
workers and their country down the nver, they'll get called on the carpet. We're going
to insist that they tnvest 1n this country and create jobs for our people.

In the 1980s, Washington failed us, too. We spent more money on
the present and the past and less on the future. We spent $500 billion to recycle assets
in the S&L mess. but we couldn't afford $5 billion for unemployed workers or to give
every kid in this country the chance to be in Head Start. We can do better than that,
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N3 we wul.
A \,hn_tgp §gmm|strauon WON t spend our Maney an 27 2@rams tnat
Jon t soive prooiems and a government that doe_sn t work. [ want t re:nvent
Jovernment to make 1t more efficient and more erfective. [ want to give ci:zens mare
choices 1n the services thev get. and empower them to make those cnoices. That s wnat
~eve tried to do 1n Arkansas. \We've baianceu the budget every vear ang imoravan
services. Ye've treated taxpavers like our customers and our bosses. decause trey ar2
7 I'want the American peopie to know that a Ciiriton Aaministraten
w11l derend our national Interests aproad. put the:r values into our sxciai c2ncy at
~ame. and spend their tax monev with discipuine. we'll put government z2:x on the
side or the hard-working middle<ciass ramiites or . Americawho think most :t the heip
20es to those at the top or the iadder. some goes to the bottom, afnd no one sDeaxs far
them.

But we need more than new 1aws. new promises. ar new Orograms.
We need a new spirit of community. a sense that we are all in this together If we have
-_-__'_,___._n—-—"'-_-— - .
no sense ot community, the Amenican Dream will continue to wither. Qur desuny 1s

bound up with the destiny ot every other American. We're all in this together. and we

will rise or fall together. il
T——— A few years ago. Hillarv and [ visited a classroom in Los Angele.s n
an area plagued by drugs and gangs. We talked to a dozen sixth-graders. wnose
number one concern was being shot going to and from school. Their second worrv was
turming 12 or 13 and being forced to join a gang or be beaten. And finally. they were
worried about their own parents' drug abuse.

Nearly half a century ago, I was born not far from here, 1n Hope,
Arkansas. My mother had been widowed three months before [ was bomn. [ was raised
for four years by my grandparents. while she went back to nursing school. They didn't
have much money. [ spent a lot of time with my great-grandparents. By any standard,
they were poor. But we didn't blame other people. We took responsibility for ourselves
and for each other because we knew we could do better. [ was rassed to believe in the
American Dream, in family values, in individual responsibility, and in the obligation of
government to help people who were doing the best they could.

It's a long way in Aimenca from that foving family which 1s
embodied today in a picture on my wal! in the Governor’s office of me at the age of six
holding my great-grandfather’s hand to an America where children on the streets of -
our cities don't know who their grandparents are and have to worry about their own
parents’ drug abuse.

[ tell you, by making common cause with those children we give
new life to the American dream. And that 1s our generation's responsibility — to form
a New<€ovenant ... more opportunity for all, more responsibility from evervone. and a
greater sense of common purpose.

[ believe with all my heart that together we can make this happen.
We can usher 1n a new era of progress, prosperity and renewal. We can. We must. This
1s not just a campaign for the presidency — it is a campaign for the future. for the
forgotten hard-working middle class farmilies of America who deserve a government
that fights for them. A campaign to keep America strong at home and around the
world. Join with us. [ ask for your prayers, your help, your hands. and your hearts.
Together we can make America great again. and build a community of hope that will
inspire the world.
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