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THE PRESIDENTTO:

FROM: BETTY CURRIE

RE: PHONE CALL FROM SENATOR HARKIN

DATE: AUGUST 3, 1993

SENATOR HARKIN CALLED TODAY. HE WOULD LIKE FOR YOU TO

RETURN HIS CALL.

HOWARD HAS BEEN INFORMED.
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Friday, Nov. 12

Dear Bill,

i

the editor

Nov.12 ’93 7:01

PHOTOCOPY
WJC HANDWRITING

OCCIDENTAL COLLEGE
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90041

to: President Clinton 
From: Derek Shearer

. THE PRESIDENT HAS SEEN

1NTFRNAT1ONXL .\Nt> 
PUBLIC Al-^AIKS CENTER 

DIRECTOR, DEREK SHEARER 

CtlSBW-iW

FAX (213)259 2731

Thanks again for having my parents to the White House as overnight 
guests. It meant a lot to them, and they are still showing the 
photos to friends. It was also good of you to order Skip his 
staple food for dinner--the turkey sandwich.

A few nights later, Don Russell, the Australian ambassador, had 
a dinner for me and included my parents, so they had a full round 
of interesting dinners during their visit. Skip keeps saying, "It's 
my last trip," and then takes another.At the very least,"I expect 
him to show up for my swearing in next year.

Regarding a replacement for Wharton at State, I'm sure that Chris 
has candidates—but I wanted to give you my take on a couple, because 
I think it's important that you have someone thsm whom you have 
confidence in. I think that you should interview • a few of the 
finalists. Among the class of former Rtate Department officials with 
experience, I think that two are especially interesting choices.
My first Choice would be Mort Ahramowitz, head of the Carnegie Endowment, 
former heac of the State Dept.•s Intelligence operation, and former 
Ambassador to Thailand and to Turkey. Strobe knows Mort well too, and 
can give you his opinion of him; Strobe helped to get him the job at 
Carnegie. I've now worked with Mort over the past year, off-and-on, as 
a member of Carnegie working groups on Japan and on the Pacific 
Community, and I've been impressed with his combination of intelligence 
leadership skills, and good humor. He is not a former bureaucrat nor 
simply a manager—but a thinker as well. I don't agree with him on 
every issue, but I've found that he thinkc about hie positions 
carefully and bases them on his long experience. Mort would be loyal 
to you—a not unimportant consideration. He is a not a Republican 
idealogue like many Foreign Service officers from the previous 
era such as Eaglebergcr. At the very least, I think that you should 
have him in for a talk latex* this year and see how you like him.

My other suggeotion is for you to consider Bill Maynes, the editor 
of Foreign Policy magazine. Bill is a former Foreign Service officer 
who served as Assistant Sec. of State in CdiLer, and as a deputy 
to Andy Young at the UN. Bill was ill during your campaign, or else 
I would've gotten him involved in your foreign policy team. His 
magazine is, I think, more lively and diverse than Foreign Affairs. 
As with Mort, Bill would be loyal to you, and he is someone who has 
ideas and vision, as well as management skills. As with Mort, I think 
that it would be worth your time to have him over for a private
talk. Both Morl and Bill have excellent reputations in the foreign 
policy community, yet they are not so Establishment as to De boring 
and unimaginative, which is often true of much of the Eastern foreign 
policy crowd.
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nsc didn’t hire Mike Mochizuki,the fellow
who briefed

some his Staff next week.They111 be in LA for'a dav

you enjoyed the Connolly mysteries. Black Echo and the

you will win it. Ruth sends

Regards,

OCCTDRNTAI.COI.LHGI3

1600 CAMPL’S ROAD

LOS ANGPLI'S. CA 90041-3314

hex best to you both, 
bee you in December.

you might not
i still think that you need

i hope that 
other.

see you and 
on

How about

«»»• I think that yol) wi]1 win lt. Euth 3ends 
Have a good Thanksgiving, and we hope to

economic issues. ]
Labor has certainly been
Sid B. i 1“’
few weeks.

■L-L^w.uzar xor Japan policy, as I suggested in mv review )don-: xou awhiie ago- And I still

Friday, Dec. 3, 
Red sage or Nora's? I'll check with 
a few weeks.

Buth and x will be in town after Thanksgiving, around 
nuhTj: Jerhaps; ~ j°?e “"‘T® rn to

' t?, birthday (thp 5th).
Nancy about your schedule in
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from the Amiran

and Mexico early
you might want to think

Rir-h-io « U12-----3 .------- —bw*.‘ on international
Richie and i might send you a memo on the topic. 

-,, . - --1 stupid in how they've played this isRue
will rip them in his post-NAFTA piece in the New Yorker in a

I ve enclosed one clip from the LA Times that 
have seen on Japan policy. As you know,
a Strobe-like czar for Japan policy,
pi AAr* « *<. H—_ «■». _ t ♦ . . "*

don't understand why the 1
who bnstad you on Japan during the campaign.

- - - «:yto ■« 
while Keating gives a speech on Australia's view of Asia. Y

from^he Jrhat.you iike Iny friend Richie Rothstein's piece about 
from the American Prospect that 1 taxed you last month If bo T

■ .u _ . ----- —wemwa on
camP^n- After NAFTA passes next week, you

^r.aealing „ith u™
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The World

Ties With Japan: The Ticking Time Bomb in Clinton’s Foreign Policy
havt pnlwU'd to th*- Whi:e Hoiis? tn stop
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r_sh inui Mesdcc “like flies oa a June 
ibuj." He added- “T waid. :■ I were the 
j pri-ae mil ister o'Jafar., l-ur-e the finance 
-li-tsta- if r.y tcuniry io it see the 
president of S'esico on Che l&h cf No 
vember. Joss.-- •We’ve gc’-troremcn-

Ircmcally Japan s ntarlj- as nervous as 
the iVtae House hm NAT?A will te 
defeated, worrying that its .downfall 
would represetn a hisiorfe lorn toward 
pcotocuoniKn in the Cni'-ei Sta.ei. Jtna- 
neseoffeials inWashi’-giet. are kauwn tc
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it is tte wrong time tor the n rated Stairs 
to push, becauw that could eause las 
triple geveming coaliton to imfapm,
And if the eoaHfvw falls apart the cycle 
would be wuiplclc. 11 will be time for new 
eleelicns agan and lame ‘or Japanese 
effleias U. u«ge tu United Staten to held 
of’ until a new grr/erMnaent is elected.

One underlying asnunptkn tehmd Ja­
pan’s picas for dday scene lo be that Lie 
riaM ttaae to Washngton o press era 
nomie issues wvh Tokyo is when lie 
Jaisanese gcrvemnetit ie in a posttkm of 
strength and duraMlity-a dramistanee 
Out would put Amerieaa trade negolia. 
tots ar a disadvantage md that, la any 
case, is rare y anhtevet imder lapas’s 
current political system Another as- 
3U.-npton seems to be that the United 
Slates bar ar obligaimn to sbere up ire 
Japanese gowntnenl, even if (Yaahing- 
tos has U abstain Iron advarcing US. 
inlereiu and a sense of fairness in order 
todoso.

WAamorrot 
urtog the past tew weeks. Presidetr. 
Cel Cintoo has taken io dairainf 
suoreaB to his pdicy to ward Japan 
On Ort 1< while defentlng his. 
Admirtslratfcri'jj hsndling cf the 
crises tn Haiti and Somalia, the 
President taM be has a good record

in * ihe Hgyesi isMies Ufectuig the future 
md sorority of the Unitel States"--and 
p-omitwnt amoog ihcsi, h? wmt on. wa 
Ms wort m forgrtK » n™ retaJomhip 
between Washrigtan aod Tokyo

TJiat asaertim is questionable, at best, 
fnderi. by the or* overriding pneniy 
Clinton set for his. Admmistration—re- 
cuemg the U.S. trade deficit with Japan— 
r is do wnright false.

In his sannait meeting with tomer

cisirg Japan as the begytaan in the 
M WU driati. but tn no ival.

fe 1S90, the final yew «f tie Bush 
Administraiiun, the US. deficit with Ja­
pan was S5C biBion, marc ihari S8S of th? 
wlal U.S track deficit with the world. Ou 
□cl Its the Cbnuierte Depirtweil re 
ported hat far the first eight imntks of 
3us year, the deficit with Japan fa abcid 
MO billion---a rate tha: would work ait u 
about $30 billion far tire year. And while 
die sitoatkm 'Tuciuatcs from munth to 
month, it seems tn be gel ing werse Th* 
-ieficit in August was *5 Ji lillun.

As an eatplaraikm. AderinfatraBon ofti- 
aials nrght pofail out that Japan is fa the 
uldft tf recesrioo .maku< it much more 
lif ficiilt for fire msuntry io buy Ui. good) 
That fe trie, so far as it goes. But if 
Clifton tnikey this aigument, he wil 
sound renur krtoly lito the Burh tdrmnis-

The AJraiiisriation may have genii 
reasons tor pisipmcig Ihe ixmrontatlan 
with Japan over trade. Perhaps. Clinton 
wants io get a NAFTA viciory fim, 
which cMki strengthen Anerim’s posi 
ticn in the mtn-national economy. H? 
may also want to eiiist Japan's help in 
persuading France and other European 
coinlriee to ftusn ug the Uruguay Rouid 
at the General Agreuntnl «■ Tarifta Wed 
Trade, which is arpposod In be conducted 
nert wiorrh. Clfalon may be vraitmg to 
oonfrrait .ap<n uatil after he cae shire up 
Amenea's shaky relattors with Chira 1

If diirtan is ddayng for these rrasonei; 
nattier he nor his ades are attrathng it. 
tiKiead, they are poi itiug 1c lagan w < tie 
of Ito big sia-ewes of the Preskfent's 

■■ foreign policy. But there is io sign yet of 
th: '•rebalancing" o< trade relatione the 
Presioenionftn^ly femanded. One nf the 
centerpieces .if ninbm'scampaign was its 
inrocation cf tie embarraasmcrl and 
huraliatMn a Bush's January. 19®. veil 
to T»ky«L Yet. if economic relatvns 
between Atohingtoa and Tokyo cotilinue 
on their current course, the only charge 
Clinton may hare to dsiw for himself in 
the 1S96 camaaigu will tc re claim that he 
had a stranger stomach and lidn’t get sck 
ai thebartpMts. Q

■ Trade: The President claims 
: success in “ rebulaiH-irig” 

relations with Tokyo, but the 
widening deficit brings doser 
the day of reckoning.

i?P

” ■ .brime Winistw Kneht Mjyaiawa in April. 
. Clinton'! first meeting with a Japanese 

teader, he saM tie United Stares was 
-wfang a majir ^rctiaiancHK" of the 
trade tiea between the two countries. His 
ArkranistraSon would focus less on the 
cualty oJ fisrassiens than on ‘‘rcsiits.* 

. Yet, late lari month, on the thy after the 
Fresdenl praised Ms Japan polrey. newly 
released trade figures showed that the 

- trade tabalanre between ihe two iBiiow 
has grevn vorree sficeiCtotnti trek office. 

Amrae reliable indicator ofthceutrcnt 
stale of reiatwns between 'A'ashmriam 
md Tokyo is hew ihe Preedeat and ether 
Vhite House officials have been efthand- 
«Uy invokng .apan as America's enemy 
in Ibeir effart to sway Americaa pnblk 
cpifaao to supoori the North American 
Free Trade Agreement

luit Monday. Clinton warned Chut if 
NAFTA doesnt survive i congressonal 

Jhn Jfcnn, a rtforkr in The Tmo^ 
Wasiunflon buran, fa the paper'a foreso- 
Rrihrij Sarno thief.

tration, which said th* same thing in ififie 
and war romdly deuremced by the Clin­
ton campaign Mr raakilg ezrases.

Evett some members rf Ctoton’s Ad- 
miristratiun privately cmcele that 
Washngtol fa making litte headway 
with Tokyo on recucog the trade detune 
and that c eanfivntalior. is larenwg. If 
relatJons between th* United States and 
Japm reem lrar«ilil at Ue aoment it is 
reiiy because the J>refaden4- distracted 
and petoecupaed by uie crises In Sooats 
and Itaiti abroad and health care and 
NAFT A athotne— is postponing the rnev- 
itatie slowdown.

As ir the past, Japanese offiefafa hare 
been nustertul st buying tone and ptea J- 
ing fru delay Wha ever the political 
adatian happow to be in Tokyo, Japan 
fines Masons to argue that new fa net the 
lime fcr tie United Slates n pre® too 
hard ca trade issuer. On the ere of tlie 
Priesidaift trte to Tokyo last -uly, ihe 
Japanrae eontended it was the wrong 
(Ira: (cr Clinton Io posh breaue. Japan 

■ war in he mirtet cr a jolibealcampaign Io 
elect a new government

i Snce then, they have suggested it s 
the wtong iiw to prenr trarte issues, 
because daipg so might i^oct the new 
government or Menhiro Hosakawa. Pre 
iumby. if Hasakawas gowmuoot 
grows weak, Japan would then argue tort
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

January 3, 1994

MEETING WITH CABINET AND TOP HEALTH CARE ADVISORS

PURPOSEI.

BACKGROUNDII.

PARTICIPANTSIII.

PRESS PLANIV.

No questions.

0

Pool spray at the beginning of the meeting.

To focus the Cabinet on the President's lead domestic 
policy issue.

LOCATION:
TIME:
FROM:

HRC
The Vice President 
Mrs. Gore
Secretary Riley 
Secretary Cisneros 
Secretary Shalala 
Secretary Bentsen 
Secretary Ron Brown 
Secretary Reich
Secretary Jesse Brown 
Erskine Bowles
Laura Tyson
Mack McLarty
Harold Ickes
Pat Griffin
George Stephanopoulos
David Gergen
Ira Magaziner
Maggie Williams
Carol Rasco
Bob Rubin

3. /

DATE: January 3, 1994
Cabinet Room 

11:00 AM - Noon 
MAGGIE WILLIAMS
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V. SEQUENCE OF EVENTS

VI. REMARKS

Attached.

President makes opening remarks during pool spray. 
After pool spray, President introduces Harold Ickes and Pat 
Griffin, each of whom will make brief remarks to the group. 
Ickes and Griffin speak.
President makes brief remarks to group and turns meeting over to 
HRC.



President William Jefferson Clinton 
Health Care Meeting Talking Points 
January 3, 1994

• As we begin the New Year, I am optimistic that it will be a year of great achievement, 
a year in which we continue to fulfill our promise of greater security for all Americans. 
Today we resolve to build on our record of providing greater job security, of 
improving personal security and of achieving health security for every American.

• None of these are easy challenges but the American people sent us here to take them 
on and I will continue to fight with every ounce of energy I have to meet these goals.

• By next year, we will have passed a law that will mean guaranteed private insurance 
for every American. Our plan is simple: we will build on the best of our current system 
but make two critical changes: first, we will guarantee comprehensive health benefits 
that can never be taken away; and second, we will give people and small businesses 
greater power to choose affordable, quality health insurance.

• This will be the year when we fix a health care system that is badly broken. Make no 
mistake about it: our Administration is committed to working with Congress to pass 
the Health Security Act before this Congress goes home.

• To accomplish this goal, we've added to our already strong health care team, which 
has been ably led over the past year by the First Lady, Secretary Shalala and Ira 
Magaziner. I'm glad that Pat Griffin and Harold Ickes have signed on, and that George 
Stephanopoulos will be taking a more active role in the health care debate.

• As this debate proceeds, let's remember what's really at stake here: security for tens of 
millions of Americans who have good health insurance today but fear that this time 
next year or even next month, they'll lose it. And our nation's economic future - 
because we must get exploding health care costs under control. Providing health 
security is not a Democratic or Republican challenge; it's an American challenge.

• In that spirit, let us all resolve not to let partisan fighting get in the way of 
accomplishing what the American people sent us here to do: protect their interests and 
their security. Let us work together, Democrats and Republicans, to produce the best 
bill that we can.

• lam convinced that 1994 will be a year that stands out in history. We remember 1935 
-- as the year that our nation guaranteed Social Security for the elderly. We remember 
1965 -- as the year that our nation provided Medicare for older Americans. And I am 
convinced that, after decades of false starts, 1994 will go down in history as the year 
that our nation fulfilled its promise of guaranteed health security for every American.



REMARKS TO GROUP/NO PRESS

After the Press Pool leaves.

Introduce

Then you should make the following points:

Then turn meeting over to HRC.

*Emphasize that the next 8 to 10 weeks will be crucial ones 
for organizing ourselves and building momentum for passage 
of health care legislation

- All the health care speeches and media appearances over 
the last few months.

*Thank the Cabinet for their participation to date.
- All the months and months of hard work in formulating the 
plan.

Harold Ickes and Pat Griffin who will each make 
brief remarks to the group.

*The importance of speaking with one voice on the Hill and 
to the American people. We must be unified. Pat and 
Harold will be meeting this week with many of you to plot a 
process for moving ahead in Congress.


