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15 August 1996

MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDBENT Kf(e,
THE VICE PRESIDENT (’\'
CL(K\

cee Maggie Williams
Ron Klain
Doug Sosnik

From: Harold che{j;§>/

Re: Governor Casey

In my earlier memo to the President, I stated that Bill Batoff,
of Philadelphia had called me last week urging a private meeting
between former Governor Casey and the President. He assured me
that the Governor would talk very positively about the President
after the meeting. (Bob Casey, Jr., the former Governors son, is
a Democratic nominee for Auditor General in Pennsylvania.)

Marcia Hale, at my request, talked with Paul Begala, who is very
close to Governor Casey. He does not think that Batoff is one of
Casey’s closest advisors. More importantly, he thinks Casey may
well get booed were he to speak at the Convention, no matter what
we did to try to prevent it. Paul is, however, willing to find
out whether Batoff’s is accurate in his assessment of Casey and
he thinks he can do it quietly.

In terms of having pro-life people speak at our Convention,
Paul’s suggestions include David Bonior, John Breaux, Senator
Ford and Congressman Tony Hall.

Paul thinks the best thing we could do is to offer a speaking
slot to Bob Casey, Jr., wh is also pro-life.
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Let’s discuss. \\\\\5
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Robert A. Wilson is editor of “Character
Above A" (Simon & Schuster, 1995):

On April 12, 1945, President Franklin

Delano Roosevelt, the leader to whom our

‘country owes a debt it can never repay,

was pronounced dead at 3:35 p.m. Central
War Time. The next morning Paul Buck’s
Harvard College class, “The Making of
Modern America:
1865 to the Present,”.
met as usual at 9
a.m. The class,
‘which included vet-
& erans of World War
II, heard Prof. Buck
% say, “The stature of.

~ a man is judged by
¢8 what he does to

i _build or destroy the

_live. Mr. RmselelL
F‘ranklmD Roosevelt Was great because®
he, like Lincoln, restored men'’s faith.”
That is the test—perhaps the only test—
of presidential character that matters. Not
whether a president is a good family man:
or loyal friend. Not whether he has always.
told the whole truth. Not whether his posi-
tions have always been consistent. The
test should be: Can he inspire us and by so
doing build our faith in this nation and-all
it should stand for?
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