






















































































THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINCTON

December 21, 2000

Dear Paul:

Thank you for your letter on temporary protected
status (TPS) for Sierra Leone nationals residing
in the United States. I share your concern
about continuing violence in that country.

My Administration has already acted to ensure
TPS for nationals of Sierra Leone. In
November, the Attorney General determined that
an extension was warranted, based on the
resumption of active conflict and the ongoing
attacks against unarmed civilians. Sierra
Leone nationals are protected from return to
their home country until November 2, 2001.

It is my hope that the suffering of the people
of Sierra Leone will soon end, and that peace,
justice, and reconciliation will follow. To
that end, we will continue our efforts to
support the critical work of the U.N. Mission to
Sierra Leone, and to support the efforts of
others in the region to promote a durable peace.

Again, thank you for your letter and for
sharing your concerns.

Sincerely,

The Honorable Paul David Wellstone
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510
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