











considered a disaster. A split-second delay in the satellite feed threw the Governor's timing off and his
jokes were ill received by the studio audience. especially one about Letterman’s recent heart surgery.

Thousands of persons with arrest records get concealed gun licenses in Texas. On Tuesday. the Los
Angeles Times reported the results of a year-long study that showed a law Governor Bush signed in 1995
allowing Texans to apply for licenses to carry concealed handguns has enabled 3.000 persons who had
arrest records to obtain guns. According to the 7imes. concealed weapons have been issued to hundreds
of Texans with histories of violence, mental illness, or prior convictions for scrious crimes. including
some people who have gone on to commit new crimes with the guns.

Bush calls Viee President a big spender. On Wednesday. speaking in Pennsyivania and Ohio one day
after the first presidential debate. Governor Bush accused the Viee President ot beng “the biggest spender
we've seen in decades™ while defending his own $1.3 trillion wax cut against the Vice President’s assertion
that 1t favors the very wealthy. Bush accused the Vice President of turning his back on the President’s
1996 pronouncement that the era of big government had ended. “Believe it or not. he's proposed three
times more spending in this campaign than President Bill Clinton did.” Bush said.

With increasing detail as the day went on. Bush acknowledged that the wealthy did benefit tremendously
under his tax plan. but he claimed it was not as much as the Vice President said. A Bush spokesperson
said the top 1% would receive about 20% of the portion of Bush's tax cut that results from a reduction in
income tax rates. or $223 billion in tax reductions across 10 vears. But it turned out that that analysis
excluded Bush's plans to also eliminate the tax on large estates valued at $675.000 or more. Once that is
included. the Vice President’s contention that 42.6% of Bush's tax cuts. when fully phased in. would go to
the wealthiest 1% of households. is accurate. That would amount to about $361 billion of tax cut. aides
said, and exceed the $474.0 billion in additional spending Mr. Bush calls for in the arcas of national
defense. health care. education. Medicare and other domestic programs in his fiscal plan.

RNC runs ads in Tennessee. On Wednesday. the RNC started running TV ads in Tennessee. saving it
would spend several hundred thousand dollars on the ads. which criticize the Vice President’s prescription
drug plan and his position on education.

Bush promotes family values in Michigan. On Thursday. while campaigning in Michigan. Governor
Bush urged the television industry to reserve the hour from 7-8 PM “for general tamilyv-oriented
programming” and to establish a full ratings system using the letier "V to identify violent programs.
Later in the day Bush recommended giving parents compensatory time oft and flexibility to work from
home where they can be with their children. He also said he would seek to change the Fair Labor
Standards Act to require private-sector companies to allow emplovees to take comp time in lieu of
overtime.

Bush ad lays out philosophy of government. On Thursday. Governor Bush began airing a new TV
commercial. saving he trusts Americans while his opponent trusts government.  'he o6)-second ad. which
is airing in 19 states. features Bush speaking to the camera. striking many ot the same themes he hit
during Tuesday's debate. “lHe trusts government. | trust vou.” Bush savs.  [his ad mentions Social
Security. taxes and education. but in the context of an overriding approach. 13y contrast. most ads in
recent weeks have focused tightly on one or two issues. 1 believe we need to encourage personal
responsibility so people are accountable for their actions. And | believe in government that is responsible
to the people.”™ Bush says. “That's the difference in philosophy between my opponent and me.”

Bush proposes spending $2.8 billion on drug program. On Friday. speaking in lowa Governor Bush
launched a harsh critique of the Clinton Administration’s drug policy and oftered his own plan to pour in
$2.8 billion over five vears into improving and creating new drug prevention and treatment programs.
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Evidence shows leaked debate material was in McKinnon’s possession. The FBI imvestigation into
who leaked a tape and other documents pertaining to Governor Bush’s debate preparation has determined
that the material was originally in the possession of Mark McKinnon. Bush’s media consultant.
Additionally. investigators are currently looking at two women in Austin. both of them Democrats but not
directly associated with the Vice President’s campaign. who were in a position to obtain the material.

OTHER CAMPAIGN NEWS

President leads Bush in hypothetical match up. An ICR-International Communications Research poll
conducted September 27-October | shows the President defeating Governor Bush 43%-40%. The
following are the results to the question. ™ I President Clinton could run for a third term. would vou vote
for Clinton or George W, Bush?”

il_l Mcn Wom Dem  Ind ¢or
Clinton 43% 12% 47% 80% 6% 0"a
BlISh 40% 42% 37"0 9% 40% S7%

Nader draws 12,000 in Boston. On Sunday. Ralph Nader (Green) drew 12,000 people to a rally at the
IFleet Center in Boston at a cost of $10 per person. Nader is continuing to attract large crowds and is now
at 2%-6% 1 most polls.

On Sunday. both Nader and Pat Buchanan (Reform) appeared on NBC™s “Meet the Press.”™ Nader
criticized the Vice President of not being aggressive enough with the automobile industry. and being weak
on pesticides. while Buchanan enticized the Administration for supporting “an unjust unconstitutional
war in the Balkans.™

Political Ramifications of RU-486. With the Admiistration’s approval of the RU-486 abortion pill and
the pill expected to become available later this month. just days before the elections. the matter is rapidly
becoming a campaign issue. On Capitol Hill. several Republican legislators. including Majority Leader
Dick Armey (R). said they would try to find a way to curtail its use.

On Monday. Planned Parenthood began airing a pair of TV ads in Florida. Michigan. Missouri. Nevada.
Orcgon. Pennsyivania. and Washington state largely because of the RU-486 issue. While the group has
never engaged in political advertsing before. it chose to do it this election evele because of the possibility
the next president could appoint several Supreme Court justices and sign legislation limiting availability
of RU-4860. Planned Parenthood’s ads make it clear that the group preters the Viee President to Governor
Bush. The ads are part of a $10 million effort to reach female swing voters and will air for the next three
weeks. The STO million includes $7 million for the two new ads and a third spot closer to Lzlection Day as
well as S35 million for vater guides and other grass roots efforts.

Over the weekend. Christian Coalition leader Pat Robertson said he thought approval ot RU-4806 so close
to the election was a “trap™ and he would not pressure Bush to address it On Tuesday. the matter came
up i the presidential debate.

During the debate. the Vice President said that he approved of the drug. but Governor Bush flip-topped.
Back i January. Bush had contested the pill. sayving: 1 would be inclined not to aceept that ruling by the
FDA. IUs abornon.”™ And last week. a Bush spokesman said Bush would sign a bill to overturn the
FDAs decision. But in Tuesday’s debate. Bush said. =1 don”t think the President can unilateraliy
overurn” the FDA decision. NARAL head Kate Michelman said Bush was trying to be evasive “so he
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