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From: Ellen McCulloch-Lovell, Executive Director, President’s Committee on the Arts WL/
and the Humasnitics

Rec: Inaugural Celebration - Themes and Idcas

Date: Novewmber 29,1996

The Inaugural is a time for celebration and also for reflection. It provides the president

and the country with an occasion to remind all of our citizens of our “commmon ¢yeeds :the 1 )
principlcs and practices that bind Americans, as many peoples, together into one nation.

The Inaugural can put the “unum’ back in the “e plusibus.”

The themes of this celebration and the reflection on its mcaning for Americans often have
been conveyed through the arts and the lumanities.

By demonstrating the vitality and diversity of U.S. culture, and by presenting our history
and ideals, we can give many Amersicans ways to enjoy and leam from the Inaugural
events.

The arts and the ideas of the humenities can also convey other themes: they provide
powerful examples of strengthening communities, bridging our differences and unlocking
the talents of our youth.

The following are some themes and ideas for the Inaugural cclcbrations.

Celebrate Amenca:

A showcase of America’s many talents and unique cultures: from the amateur gospel
choir to the opera singer; the Native-American drummers to the symphony orchestra; the
clogger or tap-dancer to the modem dance group; a jazz cascanble, a film short, a mural
crcated by inner city youth. All represent what is unique about American culture, which
both preserves our heritage and creates new forms at the conjuncturc of many expressions.

We celebrate through music; we sing in sadness; we sing for cercinonies. Vocal music,
especially, shows us that each person sings his or her part, with all voices combining to a
highcer purpose. Pete Seeger’s song: “all God’s children gotta sing in the choir, somc
sing low, some sing higher...” captures the concept perfectly. A celcbration of America
through our music would present all of our traditions, and represent all of our voices,
varied yet still so recognizably American. Such a theme would givc every citizen an
entry-way into the Inaugural celebrations.

Masters (or Mentors) and Studentg (the Next Generation):

The Inaugural could showcase a series of cstablished masters, who represent American
cxcellence and accomplishment, who would perform with young artists - the new aspiring
talents - whom they have mentored. Examples are:

* Violinist Isaac Stern with students in the Harlem string program he helped establish
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* Dancer Jacques D’ Amboise with some of the inner city dancers in his program.
(Edward Villela of thec Miami Ballet and Elliot Feld, director of the Feld Company, and
the Alvin Ailey Company, also have wonderful opportunity programs.)
* New York City TV actors, with children from the 54th Strect Theater
* Wynton Marsalis with student
*_Rita Dove or Robert Haas (previous and present U.S. Poet Laureates) with young poct
from WritersCorp Program .

~% National Heritage Award winmning Kcntucky fiddler with apprentices.
There are hundreds of great examples 10 chose from, all well-documented, from many
states, cultures and traditions.

Throughout the events, children’s talents and poteutials should be showcased. From the

Chicago Children’s Choir 10 young dancers training with Lula Washington Jance Co. in

East Los Angeley, to the young opera singers in the Cleveland Opera Theater’s program,
the country is bursting with children’s creativity.

A Poem for the Future:

The reading of a poem at the Inaugural ceremony should become a tradition. There are
too many great American writers to chose from! One should be identified now to writc a
poem for the occasion: someone with a srue American voice. Anothor approach would be
1o have a famous writer read, along with a short original work, stanzas from other great
Americans such as Emily Dickinson, Walt Whitman, Paul Lawrence Dunbar, William
Carlos Williams, Langston Hughes, and a recent award winner such as Mary Oliver: the
possibilities are almost cndless.

Ibe Humanities - a way to leamn from the past and think about the futre:

A famous historian - such as David McCullough or Arthur Schlesinger, Jr., - could offer a
reflection on America at the turn of a new century. There could be a lecture and/or a
forum of thinkers on themes such as: the presidency, the congress, or rencwing American
avic life. The ncws media could catry portions of the lecturc or forum, using quotes to
look ahead towards the next four years that lead us to 2 new millennium.

Notcs:

These are some ideas which we would be happy to help research and flesh out.

1 realize that the millennium begins in 2001, but everyonc will celebrate as the calendar
turas to 2000.

President’s Committee member Cynthia Schneider helped to develop the “masters and
students™ concept two years ago for a media idea that was never carricd out.










































