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April 4, 1994

PERSONAL AND CONFi

-

Re: Response to media trashing of Arkansas

Dear Mack and Mark:

1.

7.
8.

assaults

He referred to the infamous L. J. Davis who had trashed Arkansas big time in the April 4, 1994
NeiV-BfiPUbliC piece "The Name of Rose." In general we were labeled "the Bubba Belt" and given to
countenancing thugs who hit decent people in the head and left them in such places as the Legacy 
Lounge in downtown Little Rock.

Arkansas Tech in years past. The operator reported that the evening Davis says he was assaulted

per Jim Pledger and the Stare Police, neither had he reported it to the local or state police.

P.O. Box 1471 Little Rock, Arkansas 72203 >01/371-7010
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3.
4.

attacks
I upon
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Mr. Mack McLarty
Chief of Staff
Mr. Mark Middleton
Assistant to Chief of Staff 
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Ave.
Washington, D.C. 20500-2000

5.

6.

DATE: 

William H. Bowen

DETERMINED to be an administrative
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Drake Keith and his secretary
Paul Harvel, President, Greater Little Rock Chamber of Commerce
Ron Russell, manager of Arkansas State Chamber/AIA
JoAnn Green, President, Arkansas State Symphony
Woodson Walker, Attorney
Curt Bradbury, CEO of Worthen National Bank
Jim Keet, State Representative
Jim Pledger, Chief of Staff, Governor Jim Guy Tucker; Director, Department of
Finance and Administration
Rabbi Gene Levy
The undersigned

FAX i

Next, he referred to a visit with the lessee/operator of the lounge who was a fellow student at

and left unconscious that his bar tab reflected 6 martinis, I repeat 6 martinis, and a sTng’e 
hamburger. Moreover, it was confirmed that he had not reported any assault to management, and

At your invitation, I invited some of the central Arkansas leadership to convene to discuss the media 
trashing of Arkansas. On March 31 at noon Drake Keith, Chairman of the Greater Little Rock 
Chamber of Commerce, convened selective leadership at the Little Rock Club for a working lunch. 
In attendance were:

vt i ivn i u • uu

Keith convened the meeting and announced its purpose was to address the flood of media 
on Arkansas. He noted the Brummett newspaper piece suggesting such a meeting and called up: 
me for comment. From a Political Animals breakfast meeting that morning addressed by Senator 
David Pryor, I shared Pryor’s counsel that Whitewater will pass and this reason for media 
will subside. There was an inference in this counsel that we should keep in mind the first 
admonition of the Hippocratic Oath: "First, do no harm to the patient." Then I invited Ron Russell 
to share findings next related.
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Funding of the litigation may be a problem which we have not yet confronted.

Cordially,

William H. Bowen

ms

Pledger observed that he did not anticipate public action by Jim Guy Tucker, among other reasons 
because of charges made relative to the David Hale loan issue.

It is expected this kind of meeting will be repeated and continued from time to time by this or 
expanded leadership for the continuing purpose of staying on top of the issue. At your invitation I 
consulted Alice Walton for her interest, and she indicated she was willing to participate but could 
not on short notice. Drake Keith and I have reported the results of the meeting to her and expect 
her continued involvement. Will keep you advised.

Other matters at the meeting included a report by Curt Bradbury that he has hired an impressive 
high powered public relations firm to help him deal with the Wall Street Journal/New York 
Times/New Republic charge that Stephens, the Worthen Bank, and BCCI are in cahoots, to go on 
tour to defend them against these charges and to consider select litigation as is appropriate.

Shelby Woods pointed to about a 35 million budget in place for an ongoing public relations 
campaign in support of parks and tourism. Woodson Walker alluded to Tyson and others who had 
been assaulted (Tyson's claimed tie to USDA, for example), and argued that a crescendo of 
responses, e.g. Stephens, Worthen, Tyson, et al, would be a positive and good result.

Mr. Mack McLarty 
Mr. Mark Middleton 
April 4, 1994 
Page two

Thus, the conclusion is clear that Davis was drunk, passed out and hit his head on even a harder 
object than his head en route to the floor. Upon my motion, it was agreed that Russell and 1 pursue 
revelation of this record through the Legacy operator {leaving us out of it, of course) and we expect 
to meet him at noon April 4 to encourage him to go public with the record and at the same time 
consider a libel suit not only against Davis, but the New Republic and, if feasible, the Wall Street 
Journal. Rush Limbaugh, et al for repeating it.


