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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

January 12, 1998

The Honorable William F. Winter
Watkins Ludlam & Stennis

Post Office Box 427

Jackson, Mississippi 39205-0427

Dear Bill: .,

Thank you for sharing your thoughts on the progress of the
Initiative on Race. As you know, this effort is extremely
important to me, and I deeply appreciate your hard work and
active involvement in making the initiative such a success.

I believe you’re right: because the issue of race is so
difficult, some people will be skeptical. But I also believe
that the effort must be made and that we are gaining real
headway. Your work, along with the contributions of the other
Advisory Board members, has already made a difference. I am
continuing to seek ways to highlight our progress and look
forward to any additional suggestions you may have on how I
might accomplish this.

Again, thanks. Your and Elise’s lifelong contribution to this
effort is the kind of foundatjon we seek to emulate and build
on in our efforts to create One America.

Sincerely,
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Watkins Liudlam & Stennis, P.A.
| Post Office Box 427

633 North State Street

Jackson, Mississippi 39205-0427

Dear Bill:

Thank you for sharing your impressions of the progress of the Initiative
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on Race. As you know, thisAis extremely important to me, and I deeply
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people will be skeptical. But I also believe that the effort must be
made and that we are making real headway. Your work,Agé‘guth%ith the
contributions of the other Advisory Board members, has already made a
difference. I am continuing to seek ways to highlight our progress. I
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| centnrae~to’seek ways to highlight our important work.! | look forward to
receiving any additional suggestions from you on how I migh this. Again, |

thank you for your ongoing contribution toward ensuring that the Initiative is a k,%/
success. The lifetime of work by you and Elise on the issue of race is the ¥ygeof
foundation we seek to emulate and build on ingseasieg One America.
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Sincerely,

Bill Clinton
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| WATKINS LUDLBM & STENNIS, P.A.
: P.O. BOX 427

' JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 39205
601-949-4300

' TELECOPIER TRANSMITTAL COVER SHEET

DATE : November 26, 1997
Please deliver the following pages to:

NAME NANCY HERNREICH

{Person)
(Department)
| FI THE TE HOUS
Telecopier Number 202/456-6703
COMMENTS:

This telecopy was requested to be sent by:

| WILLIAM F. WINTER (601) 949-4800
! (Name) (Extension)
[ Total numbar of pages including cover sheat 3

l IF YOU DO NOT RECELVE ALL TEBE PAGES, PLEASE CALL BACK AS SOON AS POSSIBLE.

Telecopier Operator:

601-949-4795
Machine 601-949-4804
Xerox 285

' THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THIS FACSIMILE MESSAGE IS INTENDED ONLY

| FOR THE USE OF THE INDIVIDUAL OR ENTITY TO WHICH IT IS ADDRESSED AND

MAY CONTAIN INFORMATION THAT IS LEGALLY PRIVILEGED, CONFIDENTIAL AND

| EXEMPT FROM DISCI.OSURE UNDER APPLICABLE LAW. IF THE READER OF THIS

| MESSAGE IS NOT THE INTENDED RECIPIENT, YOU ARE HERBY NOTIFIED THAT

ANY DISSEMINATION, DISTRIBUTION OR COPYING OF THIS COMMUNICATION IS

STRICTLY PROHIBITED. IF YOU HRVE RECEIVED THIS COMMUNICATION IN

‘ ERROR, PLEASE NOTIFY US IMMEDIATELY BY TELEPKONE AND RETURN THE

I ORIGINAL MESSAGE TO US AT THE ABOVE ADDRESS VIA THE U. S. POSTAL
' SERVICE. THANK YOOU.
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The Honorable Bill Clinton

President of the United States

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, D.C. 20500-2000
Dear Mr. President:

I have hesitated to intrude on your time, but I would like to take this opportnity to give you my
impressians of the work of the Initigtive on Race.

First, let me say that I believe that the Initiative is beginning to accomplish what you had ju mind
when you esmblished it last summer. In spite of some of the skeptics in the press and elsewhere, T am
finding an ineredible amount of agreement on the importance of what we are doing and a desire to be
involved in it. It is simply the sheer magnitude of the problems that we are dealing with that causes some
folks to be skeptical.

Be that as it may, I think that we have altcady accomplished one of oor initial purposes, and that
is to raise the subject of race to the level of genuine reflection, conversation and inquiry. Every
newspaper columnbist, skeptical or not, has been writing about the Initiative.

T am tremendously impressed by the very able and hard-working staff headed by Judith Winston.
When we consider that they started from seraich in late summer, it blows my mind that they have been

able 1o develop so many creative plans to make the Initiative a success. The Advisory Board is working
harmoniously together.

Aller iy brief experience on the Board, I am more convinced than ever that we are on the right
track and that this is the most important endeavor that the people of this country can be involved in. 1
belicve that the positive results that can flow from this Initiative can represent a historic and monumental
achievemenr of your administration.

To thatend I urge you 1o use your unique authoriry and influence to the maximuom extent that you
can To give emphasis 1o the purpose of the IniNarive. It is acknowledged that you are the first President to

212223, 100004 0000y
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| The Honorable Bill Clinton

' November 26, 1997
Page 2

make this a specific matter of natfonal priority. More people are now beginning to understand how
important this effort is. We must continue  emphasize it in cvery wey possible.

1 gready appreciare the privilege which you have given me of being a part of this. I hope to see
[ you in Akron next week.

Sincere

g/ﬂ

Wzlham F. Winter

' WFW/sjt
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