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Bush on Bush: A Tall Tale From Texas

o hear Gov. George W. Bush tell it, he was
T the genius. architect and godfather, all

rolled into one, of the Texas “10 percent
plan,” which provided "affirmative access” to the
state’s flagship universities.

Here's how he characterized his role during the
last debate: “I've worked hard in the state of Texas
to make sure institutions . . . reflect the state, with
good, smart policyv—policy that rejects quotas.

"For example, in our state of Texas, | worked
with the legislature, both Republican and
Democrats, to pass a law that said if you come in
the top 10 percent of your high school class, you're
automatically admitted to one of our higher
institutions, higher institutions of learning—
college. And as a result, our universities are now
more diverse. It's a smart thingto do. It's what |
called it—1I labeled it affirmative access.”

Got the picture? Can't you just see the governor
working the phones round-the-clock, cajoling
members of the state legislature into backing this
wonderful bill? Making deals? Trading favors?
Putting the mighty heft of his office behind this
plan?

Here's what really happened.

The plan came into being after the 5th U.S.
Circuit Court of Appeals outlawed affirmative
action at the University of Texas School of Law.
The 1996 decision, in Hopwood v. Texas, dealt a
major setback to policies of racial inclusion in
public colleges and universities. In the year
following the decision, the number of African
American freshmen admitted to the University of
‘Texas dropped 34 percent, and the number of
Latino freshmen dropped 4.3 percent. At Texas
A&M University, the number of African American
freshmen dropped 29 percent, and the number of
Latino freshmen fell 13 percent.

After Hopwood, three Texas lawyers, including
University of Texas law professor Gerald Torres,
helped design the 10 percent plan. They formed
the backbone of a coalition that shepherded it
through the legislature. Torres, now a vice provost
at the university, as well as a law professor, credits
the leadership of the Mexican American and

African American legislators with passing the plan.

“They worked very closely with some of the
conservative Republican leadership, but it was a
hard-fought struggle in the legislature,” Torres
said in an interview. "It passed by a single vote in
the House. The governor indicated he would not
veto the bill. That gave some people the courage to
vote for it, but he did not actively work for the
bill.”

Bush's sole role was to not veto the bill.

‘Texas has a long and ignoble history of huge
disparities in spending on public education. In the
1985-86 schoal years, the Edgewood Independent
School District spent $2,112 per student on its
predominantly Mexican American children. It was
the lowest per-pupilexpenditure in a state where
one district was spending more than $19,000 per

student. In 1989, the Texas Supreme Court
ordered the state to move to a systemof more
equitable funding, but the schools remain woefully
unequal in quality. =

Texas has about 1,500 public high schools.
Before the 10 percent plan came into being, 75 ..
percent of the freshman class at the University of - _;
Texas at Austin came from about 150 of the state’s
economically privileged public and private schools.
After the 10 percent plan, students from poor,
rural counties attended Texas's most prestigious
state universities for the first time. In 1999, there .
were about 300 African American freshmen, a 50
percent increase from the number admitted the
year before affirmative action at state schools was
outlawed.

Schools themselves have taken steps to make
sure admissions policies are more equitable,
reducing, for example, the emphasis on SAT t
scores, which favor affluent students who can
afford tutoring and coaching for the exams. The
schools have established Longhorn Opportunity %
Scholarships that provide two full,’ four-year i
scholarships to students attending high schools 7,
that have not traditionally sent their students to
the university. “It eliminated the economic
disincentive to come to Austin,” Torres said.

The university has 50,000 students. Torres
credits Lucia Gilbert, also a vice provost, for
taking steps to ensure that minority students who
enter the university fcel connected to other
students and people in their majors.

“I'think it would not have worked if the
university had not made the commitment to make - _
it work,” Torres said.

Key players in getting the plan passed included a.*}.
bloc of African American and Latino legislators 7 .
made possible by the civil rights movement. P
Several had been there long enough to attain X
senior committee positions. They included Rep.

Irma Rangel (D), the first female member of the
Texas House, who chaired the House Higher
Education Committee. Sen. Gonzalo Barrientos )
(D) was the point person on the bill in the Senate.
Rangel had the clout to bring on board Teel Bivens -
(R), one of the state’s most conservative senators,
who chaired the Higher Education Committee.

The 10 percent plan has been a genuine success.

It has brought students into flagship public
institutions who would have otherwise gone to
more marginal universities, if they attended at all.
It rewards hard work and determinationon the ~ *
part of high school students. It is not a substitute :,.
for affirmative action. But it showed how a !
coalition of lawyers, legislators and advocates for
racial and ethnic minoritiescan come up with a
workable plan for achieving more equitable
admissions policies to state-funded schools. The i
coalition’s leadership included Democrats, ke
Republicans, liberals, conservatives and members
of ethnic and racial minority groups. \
It did not include George W. Bush. .
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The Politics of Fuel

The sharp rise in oil prices over the last few
months has given energy 1ssues new and unexpected
prominence in the presidential campaign. But what
ought to be a serious debate has been marred by
unedifying accusations about who deserves blame
for allowing America to sink further into ‘‘depend-
ence on foreign oil."” Gov. George W. Bush says the
Democrats have inhibited oil exploration with their
environmental and tax policies. Vice President Al
Gore says the Republicans have allowed *'big oil'" to
put profits ahead of the American consumer. All this
has diverted attention from two inconvenient truths
about America's energy problem.

First, the notion that the United States can
“free" itself from foreign oil is absurd. Amggg_

onsumes about

tuig b percent of ma_um:m_s re-
s§rves.and muchof the economically
recoverable domestic oil has been

identified. AbQut half of the oil gon-

g covpy jumedin
k2000 and this hgure 1S
likely to rise rather than fall. The

task, therefore, is not to engage in a futile debate
over energy ‘‘independence’ but to find new ways of

The second and related truth is that the demand
side of the energy equation is as important, if not
more so, than the supply side. If Americans want
stable prices and greater protection from market
manipulation, they and their elected representatives
will have to pay far WW%E%
finding new w e efficiently.

ﬁé‘;@ﬁ side cannot, of course, be ignored.
Domestic oil production is plainly not the answer to
the country’s energy needs, and for economic and
environmental reasons, nuclear and hydroelectric
power cannot be expected to take up the slack. But
there is still plenty of oil available to American
companies outsnde the United States —_in Africa

ample. In North Amer-
ica, especially the Gulf of Mexico and Canada, there
are also substantial supplies of natural gas. Indeed,
natural gas has become the fuel of choice for most
American homeowners and the electric power in-
dustry, which plans to use it to run more than 90
percent of the power plants now on the drawing

boards idate nded new
S [0 encour e drilling for n :
InevitaDly, Ver, sensible energy strat-

egy will also require conservation, a matter on
which Congress and the public need serious educat-
ing, and on which presidential leadership will there-
fore be crucial. This Congress has been unable to
pass legislation governing the restructuring of the
electric power industry. It has been openly con-
temptuous of the Kyoto agreement aimed at reduc-
ing emissions from fossil fuels and thus reducing
dependence on fossil fuels. It could not even agree
on a modest tax incentive for more fuel-efficient
buildings. Meanwhile, the astounding popularity of
ever-larger S.U.V.'s and other light trucks has re-
versed a 20-year trend of improved fuel efficiency.

The differences between the two candidates on
energy issues are pronounced. Mr. Bush sought to
narrow these differences in a major address on
Friday, calling for $1.4 billion in tax credits over 10
years to encourage electricity generation from al-
ternative fuels. He also said he would spend 82
billion over 10 years for ‘‘clean coal’ technologies,
a:med at exploiting the country’s huge supplies of
cheap but polluting supplies of coal.

But his strategy still relies mainly on increas-
ing supply. including uncontroversial ideas like
streamlining regulatory restrictions on pipeline
construction and hugely controversial ideas like
opening the coastal plain of the Arctic National
Wildlife Refuge to drilling. According to the latest
government estimates, the mean estimate of eco-
nomically recoverable oil in the plain is 3.2 billion
barrels. Environmentalists and Mr. Gore do_not
m'_nk it is worth defacing a pristine wilderness lor

JBhat amounts to apout Six monwns Wworki o1 oll.

For Ris part, Mr. Gore has ollered a dizzying
array of proposals aimed at increased energy effi-
ciency. These include generous tax credits for more
fuel-efficient buildings and factories, and for con-
sumers who buy fuel-efficient vehicles and appli-
ances. In addition, Mr. Gore proposes major federal
investments in light rail systems and various pub-
lic-private partnerships, including a Gore favorite,
the Partnership for a New Generation of Vehicles,
which is aimed at developing cars and trucks that
run on batteries or fuel cells.

In dollar terms, Mr. Gore's energy proposals
would cost about $50 billion over 10 years, dwarfing
Mr. Bush's $7.1 billion. But dollars do not accurately
define this debate. Mr. Gore believes that consump-
tion i1s the main problem. Mr. Bush thinks that
production is the main answer. This is as clear a
difference as one can find in this campaign.
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From the It is my pleasure to welcome you to our Third Annuol Rainbow/PUSH and

Citizenship Education Fund Awards Banquet. We come here tonight fo celebrate
our victories, recognize our challenges, and move forward together. Let our
dreams be stronger than our memories. We also come together to celebrate the
lives and works of five extraordinary individuals; five people who exemplify the
spirit of the American dream, all of whom prove that one person really can
make a difference.

In reflecting over this past year’s accomplishments, | am proud to say that we
have achieved many of our goals, and for that | am thankful. At the same time,
I realize that our work is far from complete, so while we pause a moment tonight
to celebrate, we do so with the knowledge that we shall rise in the morning and
continue the struggle.

Highlights of Rainbow/PUSH Coalition’s successful national and international
initiatives this year include the following: registering thousands of voters in our
New Southern Crusade for Hope, encouraging citizen participation, supporting
shared economic security for all Americans, ensuring the democracy of our
telecommunications infrastructure, and advocating for equitable education
opportunities throughout the country. In addition, we led a minority trade mis-
sion to Sub-Saharan Africa where members discussed business opportunities
with President Jerry Rawlings of Ghana, President Olusegun Obasanjo of
Nigeria and President Thabo Mbeki of South Africa. This highly successful trade
mission promoted investment and trade in the telecommunications, media, infor-
mation, technology and finance sectors.

This has been a year of growth for us as well. Since we gathered here this same
time last year, we have opened new offices in East Palo Alto (“The Silicon Valley
Project”), Houston and Atlanta. This expansion further allows us to continue to
bring light to dark places and protect those who are unable to protect them-
selves. We must rescue our children from the vicious cycle of inferior or non-
mainstream education, zero tolerance policies and jail industrial complexes. Jails and prisons are being constructed all around us at alarming
rates. There are more African American males who are in jail than are in institutions of higher education. There is a strong correlation between
the rate of high school drop-outs and those who end up incarcerated.

In this nation, AIDS and HIV have reached epidemic proportions. As of June 1999, African Americans and Latinos accounted for over 60% of
new AIDS and HIV cases reported. In the age group of 25-44, AIDS is the leading cause of death among black males and the second lead-
ing cause of death among black females. This disease has devastated the continent of Africa at a rate that is capable of decimating entire pop-
ulations. Among many other social ills, AIDS in Africa will result in a chronic generation of orphans.

Ghosts of Mississippi haunt the tragedy of Raynard Johnson, a 17 year old honors student who was found hanged in a pecan tree in front of
his home in Kokomo, Mississippi. Even though Mississippi today is not the same Mississippi of the 1950, it is our national nightmare that
crimes of bigotry continue to occur.

Those such as Shaka Sankofa {formerly known as Gary Graham), who are poor and cannot afford adequate legal representation, have been
subjected to wrongful executions in startling numbers. Additionally, there is a disturbing racial component to the application of the death penal-
ty. Until systematic flaws within the criminal justice system are corrected, we must seek a national moratorium on the use of the death penalty.

When united by hope, not divided by fear, we can pool our political and economic might to enable greater opportunities for all and creote a
better union. On the doorstep to a new American century, we unite again to call upon the nation to bring all under one big tent, leaving no
one behind. History will watch closely as we decide how to act in this time of peace and prosperity; it will judge us severely if we squander
this golden opportunity for progress. Rather than remaining fragmented by fears, let us implement this forward-looking agenda of hope and
realize the promise of the American Dream.

We appreciate so much your support, your diligence and your willingness to serve, for without you our mission would be far more daunting. |
thank you for coming here tonight to celebrate with us and look forward to our continued work together.

Keep Hope Alive,

IMC-QMC\\

ev. Jesse L. Jockson, Sr.
President/Founder
Rainbow/PUSH Coalition






