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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASH INGTON

July 18,2000

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

THROUGH: JOHN PODESTA

CC:

FROM:

CONVENTION SPEECH OUTLINESUJBECT:

We would like to meet with you upon your return from the G-8 to get your thoughts.

Thank you.

TERRY EDMONDS 
PAUL GLASTRIS

STEVE RICCHETTI 
MINYON MOORE

The networks currently are allocating one hour of prime time total - for your speech, a 
preceding speech by the First Lady, and a Harry Thomasson produced video. Therefore, we feel 
it is advisable to keep your text to about 25 minutes. We anticipate that applause will add at least 
10 minutes to that time.

This outline envisions a speech in three parts: one-third about accomplishments over the 
past eight years; one-third about the choices before us in this election; and one-third about why 
Al Gore is the best person to continue our progress and prosperity.

Attached is a draft outline for your speech to the Democratic National Convention. It is 
very much a distillation of the way you have been framing the upcoming election in recent 
speeches. It also reflects input from a senior staff working group, including Karen Tramontono, 
Bruce Reed, Minyon Moore, Tom Freedman, Sidney Blumenthal, Joel Johnson, Loretta Ucelli, 
and Jake Siewert. We also spoke with Mark Penn, Bob Shrum and others.
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Introduction: Connects California, Hillary, and the VPI.

IL

III.

IV.

V.

V.

1

Al Gore and I Vowed to Bring Change to our Party and Country
A. We were tired of the politics of irresponsibility and division. The way Republican 

Presidents: quadrupled the debt in 12 years and claimed it wasn’t their fault. Talked 
about family values but did nothing for real families. Used issues like crime and 
welfare as wedges to divide Americans for political advantage rather than to bring us 
all together around real solutions.

Rare Moment of Opportunity
A. Longest economic expansion in history, 22 million new jobs, etc.
B. Best is yet to come. Chance of a lifetime to build the future of our dreams.

Eight Years Ago America Faced Adversity
A. High unemployment, soaring deficits - all social indicator going in the wrong 

direction.

The Question is: Will we Seize this Moment to Continue our Progress?
A. How a nation responds to good fortune is as stem a test of its character and judgement 

as how it deals with adversity.
B. Tonight I want to talk to you about the pivotal moment that is before us: How we got 

here and choice the American voters must make. Big election. Big differences. Our 
party is the only one that wants you to know what those differences are.

Draft 7/19/00 6:45 pm
Glastris/ Edmonds

PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON
DEMOCRATIC CONVENTION SPEECH OUTLINE 

LOS ANGELES, CA 
August 14, 2000

We Said it was Time to Put People First, With New Ideas Based on Old Values: 
Opportunity, Responsibility, Community
A. New Approach to Governing: neither the main solution nor the main problem. Create 

the condition and provide the tools for people to solve their own problems.
B. We put forth a new economic plan, of fiscal discipline, expanded trade, and 

investment in our people. No Republican support. Passed by one vote - Al Gore.
C. We put forth a new plan to fight crime-, more police, fewer guns. Republicans fought 

us, but our plan worked. Crime at 30 year low.
D. After 12 years of trickle-down economics, when the rich got richer, the poor got 

poorer, and the middle class worked harder just to stay in place, we invested in our 
people and made work pay.

1. Education, EITC, minimum wage.
2. Now, wages rising in all income categories and poverty at historic low.

E. After 12 years of Republicans deriding big government, but making it even bigger, 
we made government smaller and better, thanks to VP Gore’s reinventing 
government.



VI.

VIII.

VII.

2

This is Progress Worth Continuing. But it didn’t happen by accident. And it will not 
continue by fate. It all depends upon the choices Americans make this fall - between 
different candidates, different parties, and between two very different sets of ideas.

F. After Republican Presidents vetoed Family Leave, I signed it. Helped 20 million 
working parents succeed at home and at work.

Honest Differences between the Parties - Putting People First or Putting the 
Powerful First.

VIII. Conclusion
A. Personal thanks to the American people for serving.
B. Still work to do this year -1 will continue to fight until the day I leave office.
C. But between now and then, the American people must decide the future.
D. Four more for Al Gore.

A. Fiscal Responsibility
1. We believe in maintaining fiscal responsibility: Medicare off budget (VP’s 

suggestion); pay down debt by 2012; keep interest rates low & prosperity going.
2. They believe in spending entire surplus and then some on tax cuts.

B. Tax Cuts
1. We believe in tax cuts targeted at working families.
2. They believe in estate tax, targeted to richest 2 percent.

C. Prescription drugs
D. Patients bill of rights
E. Education
F. Other issues

Reasons Why Al Gore Must be Next President
A. He is by far the most influential and active Vice President in history.
B. He will keep our prosperity going.
C. Sees the promise of future and anticipates perils, from the Internet to Global 

Warming.
D. President’s Insight into Al Gore, the Person.

One idea: When I was a young man, growing up in the segregated South, Al Gore’s 
father, Senator Al Gore, was a hero to me - someone who fought for the common 
man, took courageous stands on issues like civil rights. So when Al Gore Jr. joined 
the ticket in 1992,1 felt like I gained not just a running mate, but a brother. We share 
the same vision for America’s future, and the same ideas about how to achieve it. 
And on every major decision, his advice has been the right advice. Need great 
example, or some compelling personal anecdote about him, his judgement, his values 
etc.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

THROUGH: JOHN PODESTA

CC:

FROM:

CONVENTION SPEECH OUTLINESUJBECT:

We would like to meet with you upon your return from the G-8 to get your thoughts.

Thank you.

TERRY EDMONE 
PAUL GLASTRIS

STEVE RICCHETTI 
MINYON MOORE

This outline envisions a speech in three parts: one-third about accomplishments over the 
past eight years; one-third about the choices before us in this election; and one-third about why 
Al Gore is the best person to continue our progress and prosperity.

The networks currently are allocating one hour of prime time total - for your speech, a 
preceding speech by the First Lady, and a Harry Thomasson produced video. Therefore, we feel 
it is advisable to keep your text to about 25 minutes. We anticipate that applause will add at least 
10 minutes to that time.

Attached is a draft outline for your speech to the Democratic National Convention. It is 
very much a distillation of the way you have been framing the upcoming election in recent 
speeches. It also reflects input from a senior staff working group, including Karen Tramontono, 
Bruce Reed, Minyon Moore, Tom Freedman, Sidney Blumenthal, Joel Johnson, Loretta Ucelli, 
and Jake Siewert. We also spoke with Mark Penn, Bob Shrum and others.
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July 18,2000



Introduction: Connects California, Hillary, and the VPI.
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Rare Moment of Opportunity
A. Longest economic expansion in history, 22 million new jobs, etc.
B. Best is yet to come. Chance of a lifetime to build the future of our dreams.

The Question is: Will we Seize this Moment to Continue our Progress?
A. How a nation responds to good fortune is as stern a test of its character and judgement 

as how it deals with adversity.
B. Tonight I want to talk to you about the pivotal moment that is before us: How we got 

here and choice the American voters must make. Big election. Big differences. Our 
party is the only one that wants you to know what those differences are.

Eight Years Ago America Faced Adversity
A. High unemployment, soaring deficits - all social indicator going in the wrong 

direction.

Al Gore and I Vowed to Bring Change to our Party and Country
A. We were tired of the politics of irresponsibility and division. The way Republican 

Presidents: quadrupled the debt in 12 years and claimed it wasn’t their fault. Talked 
about family values but did nothing for real families. Used issues like crime and 
welfare as wedges to divide Americans for political advantage rather than to bring us 
all together around real solutions.

Draft 7/19/00 6:45 pm
Glastris/ Edmonds

PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON
DEMOCRATIC CONVENTION SPEECH OUTLINE 

LOS ANGELES, CA 
August 14, 2000

We Said it was Time to Put People First, With New Ideas Based on Old Values: 
Opportunity, Responsibility, Community
A. New Approach to Governing: neither the main solution nor the main problem. Create 

the condition and provide the tools for people to solve their own problems.
B. We put forth a new economic plan, of fiscal discipline, expanded trade, and 

investment in our people. No Republican support. Passed by one vote - Al Gore.
C. We put forth a new plan to fight crime: more police, fewer guns. Republicans fought 

us, but our plan worked. Crime at 30 year low.
D. After 12 years of trickle-down economics, when the rich got richer, the poor got 

poorer, and the middle class worked harder just to stay in place, we invested in our 
people and made work pay.

1. Education, EITC, minimum wage.
2. Now, wages rising in all income categories and poverty at historic low.

E. After 12 years of Republicans deriding big government, but making it even bigger, 
we made government smaller and better, thanks to VP Gore’s reinventing 
government.
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F. After Republican Presidents vetoed Family Leave, I signed it. Helped 20 million 
working parents succeed at home and at work.

This is Progress Worth Continuing. But it didn’t happen by accident. And it will not 
continue by fate. It all depends upon the choices Americans make this fall - between 
different candidates, different parties, and between two very different sets of ideas.

VIII. Honest Differences between the Parties - Putting People First or Putting the 
Powerful First.

A. Fiscal Responsibility
1. We believe in maintaining fiscal responsibility: Medicare off budget (VP’s 

suggestion); pay down debt by 2012; keep interest rates low & prosperity going.
2. They believe in spending entire surplus and then some on tax cuts.

B. Tax Cuts
1. We believe in tax cuts targeted at working families.
2. They believe in estate tax, targeted to richest 2 percent.

C. Prescription drugs
D. Patients bill of rights
E. Education
F. Other issues

VIII. Conclusion
A. Personal thanks to the American people for serving.
B. Still work to do this year -1 will continue to fight until the day I leave office.
C. But between now and then, the American people must decide the future.
D. Four more for Al Gore.

Reasons Why Al Gore Must be Next President
A. He is by far the most influential and active Vice President in history.
B. He will keep our prosperity going.
C. Sees the promise of future and anticipates perils, from the Internet to Global 

Warming.
D. President’s Insight into Al Gore, the Person.

One idea: When I was a young man, growing up in the segregated South, Al Gore’s 
father. Senator Al Gore, was a hero to me - someone who fought for the common 
man, took courageous stands on issues like civil rights. So when Al Gore Jr. joined 
the ticket in 1992,1 felt like I gained not just a running mate, but a brother. We share 
the same vision for America’s future, and the same ideas about how to achieve it. 
And on every major decision, his advice has been the right advice. Need great 
example, or some compelling personal anecdote about him, his judgement, his values 
etc.
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memorandum for the president

THROUGH: JOHN PODESTA

CC:

FROM:

SUJBECT: CONVENTION SPEECH OUTLINE

It is

and Jake Siewert. We also spoke with Mark Penn, Bob Shrum and others.

10 minutes to that time.

TERRY EDMONDS
PAUL GLASTRIS

to.

STEVE RICCHETTI
MINYON MOORE

Al Gore is the best person to continue our progress and nrosperity.

The networks currently are allocating one hour of prime time total - for your speech.

speeches. It also reflects input from a senior staff working group, including Karen Tramontono 
Bruce Reed, Minyon Moore, Tom Freedman, Sidney Blumenthal, Joel Johnson, Loretta Ucelli ’

THE WHITE HOUSE

Washington 

July 18, 2000

_ This outline envisions a speech in three parts: one-third about accomplishments over the 
past eight years; one-third about the choices before us in this election; and one-third about why

, ; . ‘uuc uvur oi prime ume roiai - ror your speech, a
preceding speech by the First Lady, and a Harry Thomasson produced video. Therefore we feel 
it is advisable to keep your text to about 25 minutes. We anticipate that applause will add at least

Attached is a draft outline for your speech to the Democratic National Convention, 
very much a distillation of the way you have been framing the upcoming election in recent

We would like to meet with you upon your return from the G-8 to get your thoughts. 

Thank you.



1

I. Introduction: Connects California, Hillary, and the VP
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Al Gore and I Vowed to Bring Change to our Party and Country
A. We were tired of the politics of irresponsibility and division. The way Republican 

Presidents: quadrupled the debt in 12 years and claimed it wasn’t their fault. Talked 
about family values but did nothing for real families. Used issues lilce crime and 
welfare as wedges to divide Americans for political advantage rather than to bring us 
all together around real solutions.

Eight Years Ago America Faced Adversity
A. High unemployment, soaring deficits - all social indicator going in the wrong 

direction.

Rare Moment of Opportunity
A. Longest economic expansion in history, 22 million new jobs, etc.
B. Best is yet to come. Chance of a lifetime to build the future of our dreams.

PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON
DEMOCRATIC CONVENTION SPEECH OUTLINE 

LOS ANGELES, CA 
August 14, 2000

The Question is: Will we Seize this Moment to Continue our Progress?
A. How a nation responds to good fortune is as stem a test of its character and judgement 

as how it deals with adversity.
B. Tonight I want to talk to you about the pivotal moment that is before us: How we got 

here and choice the American voters must make. Big election. Big differences. Our 
party is the only one that wants you to know what those differences are.

Draft 7/19/00 6:45 pm 
Glastris/ Edmonds

We Said it was Time to Put People First, With New Ideas Based on Old Values: 
Opportunity, Responsibility, Community
A. New Approach to Governing: neither tire main solution nor the main problem. Create 

the condition and provide the tools for people to solve their own problems.
B. We put forth a new economic plan, of fiscal discipline, expanded trade, and 

investment in our people. No Republican support Passed by one vote - Al Gore.
C. We put forth a new plan to fight crime-, more police, fewer guns. Republicans fought 

us, but our plan worked. Crime at 30 year low.
D. After 12 years of trickle-down economics, when the rich got richer, the poor got 

poorer, and the middle class worked harder just to stay in place, we invested in our 
people and made work pay.

1. Education, EITC, minimum wage.
2. Now, wages rising in all income categories and poverty at historic low.

E. After 12 years of Republicans deriding big government but making it even bigger, 
we made government smaller and better, thanks to VP Gore’s reinventing 
government
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VII. Reasons Why Al Gore Must be Next President
A. He is by far the most influential and active Vice President in history.
B. He will keep our prosperity going.
C. Sees the promise of future and anticipates perils, from the Internet to Global 

Warming,
D. President’s Insight into Al Gore, the Person.

One idea: When I was a young man, growing up in the segregated South, Al Gore’s 
father, Senator Al Gore, was a hero to me - someone who fought for the common 
man, took courageous stands on issues like civil rights. So when Al Gore Jr. joined 
the ticket in 1992,1 felt like I gained not just a running mate, but a brother. We share 
the same vision for America’s future, and the same ideas about how to achieve it. 
And on every major decision, his advice has been the right advice. Need great

A. Fiscal Responsibility
1. We believe in maintaining fiscal responsibility: Medicare off budget (VP’s 

suggestion); pay down debt by 2012; keep interest rates low & prosperity going.
2. They believe in spending entire surplus and then some on tax cuts.

B. Tax Cuts
1. We believe in tax cuts targeted at working families.
2. They believe in estate tax, targeted to richest 2 percent.

C. Prescription drugs
D. Patients bill of rights
E. Education
F. Other issues

F. After Republican Presidents vetoed Family Leave, I signed it. Helped 20 million 
working parents succeed at home and at work.

VIIL Conclusion
A. Personal thanks to the American people for serving.
B. Still work to do this year -1 will continue to fight until the day I leave office.
C. But between now and then, the American people must decide the future.
D. Four more for Al Gore.

This is Progress Worth Continuing. But it didn’t happen by accident. And it will not 
continue by fate. It all depends upon the choices Americans make this fail - between 
dififerent candidates, different parties, and between two very different sets of ideas.

VIII. Honest Differences between the Parties - Putting People First or Putting the 
Powerful First


