
E PRESIDENT HAS SEEN
l/3,t/q G

J



‘Ideal citizens’ go face to face
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issues Fn the 1996 presidential campaign. The percentage 
who say the candidates' stands on those issues would be
a "high priority" in deciding whom to vote for:
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By Khue Bui, AP 
t Oliver, center, of Lithonia, Ga., and Kimberly
>r Willingham talks to the group.

AUSTIN - A liberal from 
Arkansas, a moderate from 
Kansas and a conservative

"Even the people that need 
these services don’t feel that 
the government should come 
running to them,” said William 
Kaiser, 41, an insurance agent 
from Scottsdale, Ariz., with a 
family of four.

“The more liberal thinking 
is that government can solve 
everyone’s problems," he said. 
“But that’s not true, and we’re 
finally coming to that realiza- 
tinn ”

By Khu. Bui, AP
Washington: N.C. motel worker 
sees neglect in neighborhood.
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Wilson: Kansas nurse came 
away with deeper empathy.

Quality of public education 
Violent crime
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Hearing from the candidates 

didn’t help. Emboldened after 
hours of discussion, delegates 
hit politicians with questions 
about cutting taxes and creat­
ing jobs, policing the world and 
restoring family values.

Most expressed their dissat­
isfaction with the sound-bite re- 

pervision. “It makes me feel sponses.
sorry for them" “A lot of rhetoric,” fumed
► And Mike Daniel, 36, a Houston construction worker 

plumber from Charleston, S.C., Mark Dettor, 41. “There wasn’t 
complained about deadbeat an answer we didn't expect” 
dads who don’t pay child sup-  ' "
port Divorced and separated, 
hp'c navino fnr “ . -

“I think we need to help 
needs

stantive debate. about unwanted pregnancies
“This is an example of the after hearing blood-curdling 
ay the dialogue could he," stories of child abuse. “This is a

said University of Texas pro- reality that I had never seen or 
fessor James Fishkin, the heard."
event’s organizer, who calls the

■ly informed delegates "ide-
idzens."

Availability of
Cost of health care
Federal budget deficit
Drug abuse
Financial security for retirees 
Medicare
Moral values 
Poverty
Federal taxes 
Welfare
Cost of college
Size, role of federal govern:
U.S. role In world affairs

>Y/CNN/Oa>up naSoowMB telephone po« of 1,000 Bdults 
Margin of error +/-3 percentage points.

Forum lets 
voters share
perspectives
By Richard Wolf 
USA TODAY

ie: Public education
IN/Gallup
ters iden-
jblic edu-
ime, the
alth-care 
ip-priority

► Michael Winters, 52, a 
Lansing Mich., truck driver, 
related the hardship of raising 
his 13-year-old grandson, the 
product of a broken home, and 
called tor a return to tradition­
al family values. "It’s a messed- 
up world"
► Karen Stringham, 38, of 

nearby Fowler, Mich., a Dairy 
Queen worker whose husband 
is unemployed, appealed for 
better job opportunities or gov­
ernment aid to help lift her

 ►Kimberly Holmes, 25, the 
newly informed delegates "ide- liberal from West Memphis, 
al citizens." Ark., was convinced of the

But some public opinion ex- need to raise the minimum
pens dispute the validity of wage after watching a strug-
Fishkln’s experiment calling it gling parent in tears over tough 
an artificial, elitist forum that times. "I’m more in the middle 
skews participants' views. nJ ?: I’;

And although 600 Americans understand the opinion of the 
were selected, nearly 25% lower-income class."
a, a... .... ..--------------- .( ► Kathryn Wilson, 56, areg-

from Georgia spent four days 
here at the National Issues
Convention, hoping to influ­
ence national policy and this 
year's presidential election.

But unlike President Clinton,
Senate Majority Leader Bob
Dole and House Speaker Newt 
Gingrich, the three women 
emerged with common 
ground, broadened viewpoints 
and a deeper appreciation of 
their differences.

"We’ve been exposed to peo­
ple who are in different cir­
cumstances and who face a lot 
harder times," said Donna Oli­
ver, 43, a homemaker and 
mother of three from Georgia. 
"I’d like to see this change the 
way we elect presidents.”

That’s the ambitious goal be­
hind the National Issues Con­
vention, a $3.9 million experi­
ment that brought more than
450 randomly selected Ameri­
cans to Texas to talk over the 
nation's toughest problems.

Polled for their opinions be­
fore they arrived and again as 
they left Sunday, the crosssec-
tion of the USA may provide
pollsters with new insight into 
how opinions can change after In attendance: Vice President 
Intense exposure to all sides of Gore speaks to a delegate, 
an issue. Results won't be avail­
able until later this week. CJl, 1

And if it fails to influence the 15. By Sunday morning, many
debate or the 10 men vying for emerged with new insights, 
the White House the confab at ► Oliver, the conservative 
least showed that voters can from Lithonia, Ga., opposes 
move from sound bites to sub- abortion but thought again

dcbato. about unwanted pregnancies

.4-Jd i
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dads who don’t pay child sup- While the pollsters and pollt- 
port. Divorced and separated, ical scientists connected to the 
he’s paying for three children convention searched for super- 
from two marriages. latives to describe Its impor-

All those definitions of mod- tance, the participants in 
em families left Phyllis John- Group 25 may have found it 
ston, 80, of Pueblo West, Colo.,  ’ . . . .
shaking her head. Married 55 each other, but I think It

 ' 1 to be done on a one-toone ba-
__________________ great- sis,” said Kansas' Wilson,

grandchildren, she came away "If you have it good, turn 
shocked by the stories. around and try to help some-

But while she and most other body else," said Arkansas’

didn’t take the expense-paid I  
trip, leaving too many Western- istered nurse and a moderate
ers and too few elderly. from Manhattan, Kan., was

Proponents and critics alike, left with deeper empathy for 
however, agree the convention those less fortunate than her- 
and hundreds of smaller focus self. 'T really feel sorry for peo- 
groups held across the country pie on an individual basis." 
this year will help educate par- The weekend was full of pol- 
ticlpants and uplift the national icy experts, but also stories of 
dialogue. real-life economic and social
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lot of sick people out there."

Gore: Flat tax d n’t add up for most

iey figure exactly 
effect on their own

eral tax

ISSUES, REAL PEOPLEREAL

By Richard Wolf 
USA TODAY

sbonwde t^phone poll of 1,000 Mutts 
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mother of three from Georgia. 
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wnv w<* pipet nrpsiripnte ”

Wilson: Kansas nu'se ceme 
away witfi deeper empathy

ar
GALLUP J

 "More than government in- 
triots, there were few calls for tervention,” added Georgia’s 
more government Involve- Oliver, “we need people inter- 
menl“I think it’s terrible the way 

tax is the centerpiece of the ily today pays eight times as 
campaign of Republican much of tax to the govem- 
Steve Forbes, who spoke by ment as they did 40 years 
satellite on Saturday. ago,” he said. “The cure is

The first essential step is very simple.

i vying for emerged with new insights, 
the White House the confab at ► Oliver, the conservative 
least showed that voters can from Lithonia, Ga„ opposes

Washington: N G. mcrtd 
sees neglect in neighborhood.

to get rid of this corrupting, 
complex, incomprehensible 
... tax code that is plaguing
America today,” Forbes said.  

“A typical American fam- tooth and nail.”

----------------------------------------- ► Michael Winters, 52, a
wage after watching a strug- Lansing, Mich., truck driver, 
gling parent in tears over tough
times. “I’m more in the middle

fessor James Fishkin, 
event’s organizer, who calls the

The debate over the flat 
tax was played out in front of

► Mindy Bunch, 20, of Tur- . _
lock, Calif., spoke about the dif- motel housekeeper and the 

"The polling isn’t what's im- Acuities she faces as a single only African-American In her 
portant It's the focus on sub- mother raising her 9-month-old smaUer group, lamented that 
stance rather than style,” said daughter amid drugs and vio- her happy four-member house- 
Republican pollster Frank lence. “I feel sorry for my hold in Rocky Mount N.C.. is 
Luntz. “If I had my way, this is daughter,” she said. "There’s a inundated with neighborhood 
how politics would be run." lot of sick people out there." children lacking parental su- 

Much of the hoopla sur­
rounding the event disap­
peared when most of the presi-

move from sound bites to sub- abortion but thought again 
star.tivc debate. about unwanted pregnancies

dential candidates declined 
offers to appear in person.

Only Sen. Richard Lugar of 
Indiana and Vice President 
Gore appeared; three other 
GOP candidates - publisher 
Steve Forbes, Sen. Phil 
Gramm of Texas and former 
Tennessee Gov. Lamar Alexan­
der — took questions via satel­
lite.

Clinton and Dole were invit­
ed but did not attend.

That left the delegates to

an issue. Results won't be avail­
able until later this week. z:

And if it fails to influence the 15. By Sunday morning, many 
debate or the 10 men —*— ------- -----------------

grandchildren, she came away 
shocked by the stories.

But while she and most other 
happily married participants Holmes.
sympathized with their compa-

 elderly. 
Proponents and critics

the dialogue could be,” stories of child abuse. "This is a 
University of Texas pro- reality that I had never seen or 
or James Fishkin, the heard."

“Even the people that need 
these services don't feel that 
the government should come 
running to them,” said William 
Kaiser, 41, an insurance agent 
from Scottsdale, Ariz., with a
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is that government can solve 
everyone’s —— " *-— 
“But that’s  
finally coming to that realiza- 

Hearing from the candidates 
didn’t help. Emboldened after 
hours of discussion, delegates 
hit politicians with questions 
about cutting taxes and creat­
ing jobs, policing the world and 
restoring family values. 
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hind the National Issues Con­
vention, a $3.9 million experi­
ment that brought more than
450 randomly selected Ameri­
cans to Texas to talk over the 
nation’s toughest problems.

Polled for their opinions be­
fore they arrived and again as 
they left Sunday, the crosssec­
tion of the USA may provide  
pollsters with new insight into
how opinions can change after In attendance: Vice President 
intense exposure to all sides of Gore speaks to a delegate. 
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No. 1 issue: Public education
A USA TODAY/CNN/Gallup
Poll shows that voters iden­
tify the quality of public edu­
cation, violent crime, the

issues in the 1996 presidential campaign. The percentage 
who say the candidates' stands on those issues would be 
a high priority" in deciding whom to vote for: 
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tude changes,” Gore said.
Replacing the current fed- 
al tax code with a 17% flat

the nearly 500 delegates to 
the National Issues Conven­
tion in Austin. Texas.

On Sunday, Vice President

pie.
“People will react positive­

ly to that (flat tax) until they 
get out a pencil and paper. 
When they figure exactly 
what the Uw. 
family will be, then the atti- 
tude rhnnw* " Gnre said

vu ouiiuuy, vice rresiaem 
Gore told the convention the 
fiat tax won’t fly because it 
lowers taxes for the rich and 
raises them for working peo-

that government has stepped ► The budget battle, 1A, 6A
in," Johnston said. ► Dote and Forties, 5A

this year will help educate par- The weekend was full of pol- three children from poverty. "I 
ticipants and uplift the national icy experts, but also stories of would like to just be able to say 
dialogue. real-life economic and social that I’m taking care of my

In this case, four hours of experiences: —"
live PBS coverage helped ex- - -
pand the audience.

pervtsion. “It makes me feel sponses. 
sorry for them” 
► And Mike Daniel, 36, a Houston construction worker 

plumber from Charleston, S.C., Mark Dettor, 41. “There wasn’t 
complained about deadbeat an answer we didn't expect"
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AUSTIN - A liberal from 
Arkansas, a moderate from 
Kansas and a conservative 
from Georgia spent four days 
here at the National Issues 
Convention, hopirig to influ­
ence national policy and this 
year’s presidential eleetien. 

But unlike President Clinton, 
Senate Majority Leader Bob 
Dole and House Speaker Newt 
Gingrich, the three women 
emerged with common 
ground, broadened viewpoints 
and a deeper appreciation of 

; their differences. _
"We’ve been exposed to peo Roundtable: National Issues Convention delegates Donna Oliver, center, of Uthonia, Ga, and Kimberly

-

- ------------, ---- -------j coverage 
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-------------------  alike, left with deeper empathy for Queen worker whose husband 
however, agree the convention those less fortunate than her- is unemployed, appealed for 
and hundreds of smaller focus self. “I really feel sorry for peo- better job opportunities or gov- 
groups held across the country pie on an individual basis." emment aid to help lift her 

----------- ... u.i_ -------- Thg weekend was fuu of poj. three children from poverty. "I

“When you talk about junk­
ing the tax code,” he added, 
“all the political class in
Washington Ls going to fight it

al
But some public opinion ex­

perts dispute the validity of „ __
Fishkin’s experiment, calling it gling parent in tears over tough related the hardship of raising
an artificial, elitist forum that times. "I’m more in the middle his 13-year-old grandson, the
skews participants’ views. class, and now I’m getting to product of a broken home, and

And although 606 Americans understand the opinion of the called for a return to tradltion-
were selected, nearly 25% lower-income class.” al family values. "It’s a messed-
uu-’. .... .u.--------------► Kathryn Wilson, 56, a reg- up world"
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Monitor's endorsement

Experience and judgment make Dole our choice
presidential candidate. Despite thou-
sands of votes in Congress, 35 yearsEditorial

"y and an impulsive Bill Clinton - 
/ the 72-year-old senator looks like

■

B -

I
ward Congress.

Gingrich and the purveyors of the

Disappearing jobs are

■ *;.

ith few words.
i But the phrase also speaks to why

s
t !Le who say Dole is too old to be 

rdent. Stand him between the

PHOTOCOPY
WJC HANDWRITING

1

Bob Dole describes the 

1 as

Juus...v... ...J Forbes, Buchanan and Alexander
need if they want to remain the major- are doing just what they cnticne ca- 
ity party in November and beyond. reer politicians tor making tooth fairy 

at___ r________ u nawmic-nc Vet hv raicino falfiP P.XOeCta- 1

aswrappeumsouauu.ua. ment shutdown. That action halted 1---------,----------------, . --------- .
Pat Buchanan wants to scrap free the free-fall in the public’s anger to- theorists and futurists spinning bold up his most sinking weakness

ia_ i__ i-.a___i a s*_ r..Ma.., nnlitirians *

Oles that Dole has fought for during to rush radical versions of their ideas and the power of the president to the camp of the red-meat conserva- way: If Republicans
his 35 years in Congress - are now through Congress and past an unsus- set foreign policy. And so he took the lives. He has attacked the United Na- end divided government and give 

. ... i. . ___ n..kt;n mk,,. mnntod with -t-i—. u..t rutrlfinn In hanlr tinriQ tn mnllifv thn icnlatinni^tc and thpm thn Whitp TTnncn unrl Pnnrrmcc

I. Those worried about Dole’s elect-
Doic has made awkward forays into ability might think of the issue this 

want voters to

Opinion

f The Republican 
Party has plenty of 
theorists and futurists 
spinning bold ideas in 
eloquent language.
What it needs is a 
strategist at the top who 
can turn words into 
actions.

. er bod voie uesenoeb t 
pality he offers the nation 

j idult leadership.” 

witty response, on one level,

u. men mg u..» are Bob Dole doCS hOt OVCrpromise.
be opinion has turned and angry and Far decades m pubhc offlee Ihave

“T1
trade and build a fence on the Mexi- 

rfuenu OUM1U uuu *..« can border. His response to job inse-
p bunctious twins of the Baby Boom curity is jingoism. His response to ur- 
2lration - a petulant Newt Ging- ban despair is to force pregnant 

and an impulsive Bill Clinton - teenagers to have their babies.
7 the 72-year-old senator looks like Steve Forbes is pushing a flat tax 

,gh Beaumont as Ward Cleaver, a that will hei^iten class warfare and 
adel father who dispenses wisdom fatten the deficit. He lacks the qualifi­

cation to be president
r r  , Lamar Alexander glibly preaches

!ie Monitor, after long reflection, has personal responsibility and peddles 

decided to endorse in the Republican think-tank potions. He’s slippery,on 
primary a man whose views we have the real issues in hopes that both con- 
often criticized. Bob Dole would pro- servatives and moderates will think 

vide a measured purpose and the he is one of them, 
sound judgment Republicans will ’.I’T_

I

  on Capitol Hill and three presidential
runs, he cannot state in plain, passion­
ate terms what he stands for and how 
he would lead the nation.

He speaks in terms of legislation, 
not vision. He has facts at his com­
mand but no spark in his speech. This 
is not a disqualifying failing, in our 
mind. We believe he would be an ef­
fective president - one who could 
lead the nation in crises and through 
problems.

The editorial board at the Monitor 
is in an unusual position to evaluate 

ideas in eloquent language. What it the candidates. We follow the pam- 
needs is a strategist at the top who paigns more closely than most people 
can turn words into actions. It needs a do. All of the major candidates have 
pragmatist like Dole to get things been in for at least one lengthy, face- 
done. to-face meeting with us.

We have chosen to endorse Dole That has not made our task any 
despite serious reservations. Dole, easier. Like many of you, we long held 
like all of those in the race, made the out hope that Candidate X would en- 
calculation that no one could win the ter the race - someone with Alexan- 
nomination by alienating the purists, der’s affability, Phil Gramm’s clarity, 
And so he tailored his views to the Richard Lugar’s wisdom.
right He may know the math, but as a We ended up supporting a candi- 
consequence he has disenfranchised date with none of these strong points 
party moderates. Those who advocate but with other attributes: a strength of 

 a balanced budget but not at the ex- character, a long record of integrity,
,  DoleVa true mainstream conser- pense of environmental protection the skills needed in public office, a

U.c IKU.UUA .. ..... u.u Contract With America in the House vative. temperamentally and philo- and (air welfare reform may have only willingness to take difficult stands,
of a smaller less intrusive govern- lost sight of that They equated com- sophically. Wounded in war, he be- Clinton to turn to.
ment and a balanced budget - princi- promise with weakness. So they tried |jeves in the prestige of the presiden- Dole has made

_ . . ..... a-___ t- aao nf Ihnir irinne _____ AUn nA'imx of Ikn nvacirlonf tn “

cipled position to back tions to mollify the isolationists and them the White House and Congress,
 to Bosnia. has taken on Hollywood to pacify the they can’t put up a candidate who is

 Reared in the Depression, he dis- Christian Coalition. To the gun lobby, inexperienced like Forbes, scary like
law U..U PU..P. uwr -- D°'e ,mows whl!n to Push anii when *™sts the radical right’s jihad against he promised to repeal the ban on as- Buchanan, or evasive like Alexander,,
chance They will if they are lured to to settle. He showed that when he Washington. He believes that effective sault weapons. They need to nominate someone who
oresidential candidates offering pana- called an end to the second govern- change is disciplined and incremental. Dole has never sounded good pan- is experienced and tested, trustworthy 
reas wraooed in sound bites ment shutdown. That action halted The Republican Party has plenty of dering in public. Doing so only points and pragmatic.

uJL., wants tn scran free the free-tall in the public’s anger to- theorists and futurists spinning bold up his most striking weakness as a That someone is Bob Dole.

. l They need to nominate someone who
Dole has never sounded good pan- is experienced and tested, trustworthy

That someone is Bob Dole.

Ilia OJ J'VCUO ut vvufyvuo v. ---------Cf------- CT------- • -------------- CT— r
mainstream, if not universally accept- peeling public. Then they reacted with risky but pri
ed. Yet just when Republicans are in a wonder when Clinton ambushed them " —-

position to turn these principles into with charges of extremism.
law and policy, they could Mow the P-'-1'—--a—•-—-v

• , poa L. reer politicians for making tooth-fairy
These are volatile times for Repub- promises. Yet by raising false expecta- 

licans. Fifteen months ago, they sent tions while proclaiming themselves 
to Congress a new majority, poised to holier than thou outsiders, they will

its budget and cut its functions. Now, politicians, 

many of their big bills are stalled, pub- —

UC opinion nas luinuu, <uiu 01151/ ohm ------  ---------- • ,
impatient voters could choose to turn taught him the value of credibility and

out of office In the tall many of those the importance of compromise, 
they put in two years earlier. ct. --------------

The paradox is that the principles
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

February 19, 1996 

MEMORANDUM FOR THB PRESIDENT 

FROM: MACK MCLARTY 

SUBJECT: OLYMPICS -- GUEST SUGGESTION 

9 6 rEB 2 a p I • 3 6

Marsha Scott has visited with me and, I believe with you, about 
her father Clyde accompanying you to the opening of the Olympics 
in Atlanta. I really think this is something you should 
consider, and I recommend Clyde "Smackover" Scott be one of your 
guests when you travel to Atlanta. 

As you know, Clyde was an All-American and an Olympic medal 
winner. Given Marsha's unfailing loyalty to you over the years 
and Clyde's distinction and example athletically, personally, and 
professionally, I recommend we try to work this out in the near 
term. 

Let me know what you think. Thanks. 
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EDITORIAL

THE SILLY HILLARY PILLORY

H
ymiallv Mrs OifiCOI* Work On_that part

1

or to the stfa^-man ar-

in thi CONTINUED ON PAGE 73

U.SNEWS t waeu; REPOCT. APRIL L 1W674

i

imwB iabetue-

mr.rr
aim

donhcon (he initial report. The FDIC’j investigate 
"c oTSoxes 51 WUL JRIBIWWUU JuT^s' 

people and interroeati

People simply do 
not believe what 
the first lady and 
the president say 

about Whitewater, 
despite the 
evidence.

BY MORT1MEB B. ZUCKERMAN 
EorroR-w-CMiu'

.atore
....................................... -of 
■people and interrogated Hillary Clinton as well. The 
results are now in. Taking into account these new 
facts, including the new billing records, thejg^j^^-

:
i
i

Jar. 21. 1996 3:37PM
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_a. follow-up report prepared for the Federal Deposit

wd...............

wrong. Ji^j^cumsUncesofthework^ointstrongly 
{gwaidjnnocent eiglan^^s^n^K^ReoneT^t 
^'Thls option 5 wrongdo.ng orje f ^.7-

^an^emenrs are strained at best."

gjyd^hisdociimentrefened. ~
DtoeT’thaFTtoir'tJT'c&atter? Hardly. A book by 

James B. Stewart—written before the FDIC report— 
gets attention simply became it swims once again 
through Whitewater and suggests that when the proj­

ect got into difficulties, Mrs. Clinton 
got much more heavily involved. So? 
Since when did it become a sin for 
people to protect an investment or to 
try tn minimize a loss?

In this vitriolic and partisan atmos­
phere, it is important to put on the 
record for the fair-minded just what 
the authoritative FDIC report says. 
What of Mrs. Clinton's role in the 
option agreement for a portion of 
the land? The report concludes ... 
“a trier of fact is highly unlikely to 
conclude that Mrs. Clinton either 
knew of any wrongful purpose con­
nected with the option (If there was 
one) or had the intent to aid in the 

commission of that hypothetical wrong.” And again: 
.. while Mis. Clinton drafted the May 1, 1986, op­

tion, nothing proves she did so knowing it to be 
wrong. The circumstances of the work point strongly

rancementsarestraineOQexE "
^whato7^?!ie7^!!egatiQns principally by James 

McDougal—the Clintons’ partner in Whitewater— 
that Governor Clinton somehow or other solicited 
$2,000 a month as a retainer for the Rose Law Firm, 
not for law services but because the Clintons needed 
$2,000? First, says the FDIC report, “the retainer wu 
treated as an advance fee payment for services to be 
rendered rather than ... a fee for remaining avail­
able," and was not a fee to be paid regardless of

illary Rodham Clinton: Is she saint or sinner, 
or one part each? She certainly has become a 
national obsession. A woman with strong 

opinions, unafraid io take a leading role, Mrs. Clinton 
naturally invites both criticism and applause. One 
minute she is the author catapulted to the top of best­
seller lists by her admirers; the next, her enemies are 
assaulting her with headlines suffused with smoke 
from the Whitewater saga.

It was not quite the same with Eleanor Roosevelt, 
historically the only comparable first lady, who attract­
ed even more bile and smear from her husband’s crit­
ics. But much of that was under­
ground. It is Mrs. Clinton’s misfor- 
tune to be on the national stage at a 
time when the media arc relentlessly 
cynical, when the very complexities 
and distant history of Whitewater 
make it difficult to grasp and afford 
endless opportunities for nudge-and- 
wink journalism. What is fundamen­
tal, though, is that a large proportion 
of the public does not believe what 
the Clintons say. If they say X and 
somebody else says Y, many perceive 
that it is the other guy telling the 
truth and the Clintons who are lying 
or covering up. People do not seem to 
discount the political or personal mo­
tivations of those making the allegations, and little al- 
lowance is made for human forgetfulness. To a large 
segment of the public, it is the fault of Mrs. Clinton or 
the president every time.

But there is compelling evidence to the contrary. In 
December, it was a document prepared over two years 
at a cost of S3.6 million by Jay Stephens, an independ­
ent, tough-minded former Republican U.S. attorney 
and no friend of the Clintons, for the Resolution Trust 
Corp. Thi^regotHDa^jvgjUjaj^jflfijwmjgcrH^nvisi- 
ble ink for all the attention it has had. YeiiTyTn^ca^eT" 
J^^^Qtj^finuieirinvolvemcnt in the w tidewater 

land transaction, describing them as eisentially passive 
investors who lost more than $40,000 on the deal, with 
little working knowledge of what went on. Now comes
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may not be a reliable witness. 
uaj^jySb^liisDSVChiatrisltesbn^.d i

“Whitewater has been a scandal,"
n<^6Xid£jnigb_^lgiBB£jyitor^_gverjf •■

'every reason to believe thal dtey

I
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'arnonth. And as far as the payment of the total 
5?HwO to the firm, the report concludes, “Its
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When it comes to 
the qualifications 

for office, 
; Republicans have 

the better case on 
the substance. Why 
don’t they make it?

!

suits. TkA ir^canahle condusio 
there is no scandal to 

-cr un. . ’
cliims>

writes historian Garry Wills in an up­
coming article on the Stewart book in

-- ---------------- the New Yori: Review of Books, "but 
the dearest, proved wrongdoing has 

been by politicians, journalists and professional {well- 
paid] Clinton critics.” |

None of the repudiations, of course, seem to make 
any dent in the hide of Republicans. They believe 
Whitewater is their key to the White House. This is a 
misdirection of energy: They should be focusing on the 
failure of the president to lead in a fight for a balanced 
budget, on his failure to come up with reform of wel­
fare, on his failure to deal with health care and Medi­
care. These are real, not phantom issues. Mr. Clinton 
is being allowed to define himself not so much by what 
he is for but by what he is against. The Republicans' 
desire to go after the president and especially his wife 
for what took place not during the Clinton presidency 
but while he was governor of Arkansas does little to 
legitimize their claim to the executive branch next No­
vember. Substance, not character assassination, Ls the 
qualification for office. The Republicans have the bet­
ter case to make on the substance. Why don't they 
make it? ■

from this engagement/ and indeed. 
1 *^1/ f* vyj r\ * a L. .

ten undeoendabk,Mcnni,^l hXri 

is a manic depressive whose lawyer 
filed an insanity plea in a 1990 bank 
fraud case in U.S. District Court. Fur­
thermore, the notion that there was 
an economic motivation makes “no 
sense," the report says, since there is

he total fees of 
- ___ the firro, the report concludes, “It would
simply not be persuasive to argue that for S21.000, 
McDougal corrupted the Rose Law Firm and con- 
winced half a dozen lawyers, most of whom he did not 
know, to join him in a scheme to violate the law. ... 
there remains no substantial evidence that these law- 
yers (at the Rose Law Firm] knew of or intended to aid 
and abet McDougal's apparent misconduct.”

The report concludes: "The conspiracy theory is 
hopelessly flawed,” and “the only solid evidence tying 
the Rose Law Firm to the IDCyCastlc Grande acquisi­
tion is evidence of the innocent activity in participating 
in the drafting of the purchase agreement."

1_ 1. 1 vi v» W
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whether services were rendered. Second, the report 
■joints out that the services were rendered and that 

rwhen the representation was nearing an end, the un- 
[used portion of the retainer was returned to McDou- 

;al’s bank, Madison Guaranty, Third, Madison had rc- 
.jsed to pay the Rose Law Firm in full for litigation 
services rendered in 1981 and 1982, and, based on this 
prior experience, the Rose Law Firm could hardly be 
blamed for seeking advance payment before agreeing 
to represent a McDougal entity once again. Thus, the 
report says, “the suggestion that the retainer was some 
sort of gratuity or was handled improperly lacks foun­
dation. ...” And it adds, "nor is there any suggestion 
of an improper quid pro quo."

The report points out that there 
are a number of reasons to disbelieve ! 
McDougal’s story. First, McDougal [

The FDIC report disposes of other issues that have 
been raised by the conspiracy theorists—for example, 
the notion that important records on Castle Grande 
were destroyed at the Rose Law Firm in Little Rock, 
Ark., as if to hide something. The report says: “The files 
were discarded in 1988. l^r., before Whitewater inany 

a

money
Why? Because Mrs. Clinton, as a partner in the Rose 

Law Firm, said she was paid approximately 2 percent of 
the firm’a profits after deducting a typical 50 percent 
from revenues for expenses. This would have meant 
that Mrs. Clinton’s fchare would have bee;

According to the report, 
"there is no evidence that Mrs. Clinton knew anyone 
might need the files.”

So there you have it The suspicions of an attempted 
coverup seem to grow in inverse proportion to the evi­
dence from independent third parties (as distinct from 
a politically motivated Senate committee) that there 

was nothing to eover up.
What remains? The trial going on 

in Arkansas and the work of Kenneth 
Starr, the independent counsel. It Ls 

I time Starr came forward with his re­
sults. TKa ir^canahle cOnclusionJoi 

i*110 Fr?ndal to env- 
,c^u£. Perhaps the Clintons, in their 
clumsy efforts at spin control, have 
been their own worst enemies, ^ut al-
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