





This companson suggests that 'it
should actually be much easier fo}:
the United States to reduce its enef?
gy consumption and carbon dioxide
emissions than it is for Europe. High
taxes on fuel have already induced
Europeans to do the easy conserva-
tion steps; in America, where gaspi -
line is literally cheaper than (boty
tled) water, we haven’t even tried. .
Now it turns out that there are
some complicating factors. Some ess
timates -suggest that the cost o
meeting international targets fol
emission reduction would actually be
Wamenllnn  Jarger for the U.S. than for E:urope'j
mainly because our economy grows
faster, and faster growth increases
the demand for energy. Still, one cah
easily understand European fury at
America’s refusal to make any seri-
ous effort to,reduce the amount Q{
carbon it burns.
n or Congress to But don’t blame our negotiators, or
electors on the  ¢5; that matter the administration
avoid bestowing  they work for. They had to respect
candidate or an-  domestic political realities. And:
le as that might  what could the U.S. actually do ta
reduce its emission of greenhousg
:e of Bully Dun- gases? T
2vent the corrup- Any Econ 101 textbook can tell yoy
llowing voters to  the answer. If carbon dioxide l$\
sthan one district  deemed 'to inflict damage on the ez
pt the result of an  vironment, then the efficient way tq
guably, is a deci- resolve the problem is to provid
achises or effec-. market incentives to burn less ca 2
choices of thou-: bon. The most straightforward poli-
ke those in Palm cy would be an across-the-board carl®

use members

dence demon-
iBarga is sim-
1 that it was the
either the Con-

ose votes ‘were bon tax that . n
Jy an improperly I can’t see any point in flmshmg
‘esigned ballot, - that sentence. Never mind that even,

srations of time, free-market economls}s favor ‘‘efflu-
v weigh against ent taxes”; never mind that we're
. But should the not talking about an overall tax in-
J, we will be left Crease, that any new tax on carbon
the Gore team could and should be offset by tax cuts
g the butterfly elsewhere. In America’s current po-
HithetehadPAnd litical universe there are too many
urrent “contest’’ peop_le who believe that the only good
elf S ISnISE i ane tax is a dead tax for any such pro-
e th'at TAthTae posal to be accepted. Such people
was really lost. 0] aren’t a majority, but they do contro}
: at least one house of Congress, and 1&
just isn’t going to happen.
In other words, the ultimate rea-
i on that the climate talks failed, thaf
1 S ee global warming will go unchecked, iJs‘
the power of America’s vitriolic anti
tax right.
Is there any way out of this trap? Al
: decisive political defeat for the rabid
if the court does  1joht might open a path; but that
s should step in  giqn't happen in this election. e
islation requiring The only alternative would be a;
at least this.one Nixon-goes-to-China scenario. It's
Congress has the & pjce to fantasize that if George W
tionstatesthat alll Bush ends up in the White House he
2me Court shallbe} might try to heal the wounds of hi§'
tceptions, and un-i} dubious triumph by, among other*
s as the Congress|| things, taking on his own party over"
environmental issues. But quite'
might be the ulti- aside from his oil-industry connecy
of the sunlight tions and his dismal environmental
+long sought; most  record in Texas, Mr. Bush has said
llow it closely be- he is not convinced that the scientificy
ts well; the public evidence for global warming wars,
ame observation. It  rants policy action. And somehow l
justices cannot see  don’t expect further evidence to
.e. But their refusal change his mind.
, in their court also Maybe future retlrees won 't hava

2e “rolled in over
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Good morning,

I imagine the President has seen the Syracuse newspaper writeups on Jack McAuliffe, but

send these along just to make sure. Pretty interesting man.

Regards, ) 5
Jim
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washingion, the founder of our coun-
try, called a radst, that is just total rewv-
sionist nansanse, a diaxrfbe against the
valuas of America. Have you read
Thomas Wests hook Vindionting the
Founders7

Southern Partisan: ['ve met
Professar West. and | read ane of kis
earlier books, but not that one.

Senatar Ashcroft: 1 wish 1 had
anothar copy: I'd send it to you. | gave
it away to a newspaper editor. West vir-
tually disassembles all of these mali-
cfous attacks the ruvisionists have
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brought against our founders. Your
magazine also helps set the revord
straight You've got a heritage of dotng
that of defending Southern patriots

like Lee, Jackson and Davis.
Traditionalists rmust do more. 've got
to do more. We've all got to stand up
and spoak m this regpect, or else we'll
ba taugiht that these people were ghving
their bives, subacrihing their sacred for-
tunes and their hanor o some pervert-
ed agenda

Sowutharn Portismn: A younyg lady
in North Carulina unus recently was
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sere home fram school becawse she had
a Confederule flag on her knapsack
What do you think about those kinds of
oddents?

Senator Ashaoft: Well, you know,
1 was down in Texas the other day, and
someone asked, “Where was Missouni
in the Civil War?” ] said, "Frankly, it
was in Texas.” After Fort Sumter, the
logislanire ascedex], and they were run
out when the federal troops came in
and they set up a government In exile
down in Texas.

The right of indtviduals to respect
our histary is a right that the politically
carrect aowd wants 0 aliminate, and
this is just not acceptable. Take thase
histary standards: the standards make
no ruention of Lee's military genius! I
guess there's t00 much space devotad
to Madama.

Sowthern Partisan: As
Southernars we warry a lot about
states’ rights bevause we have been

1 fighting for these rights for a long ttme;

since the founding of this counoy Do
you think states’ rights is dsad? Is
there any hope for restoring a true fed-
eral systemn?

Senator Asharoft: A fow years
ago. when they celebrated the bicen-
tennial of the Bill of Rights, they asked
me to be one of the guys who wrote the
Temth Amendment pordon. The Temnth
Amendment was on life support sys-
terns then, there's no question about
that. But | think we're on the road
back. Maybe this I8 Just an old patriot's
desire to see a glimmner of hope in the
embery and ashes of a stmuation, but
during my time a&s governor, the
Supreme Court of the United States
handed down a dedsion called Gregaory
v Ashaoft. That was vue of the first
Tenth Amendment cases that
expressed a hirrt thar there was still life
1o be had. Justice O°Cannor wrote, “In
the tension betweun federal and state
power lies the promise of liberty.”
Thosa are profound words. If we lay o
rest the swates’ powers, there’s no
place, according to Justice O Corar.
for liberty to regide. God help us if we
no Jonger have a place far lberty!

That really was a fght that |
waged against federal authority as gov-
ernor, becalise our law said that | could
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retire judges when they hit 70. They
appealed and said no, under federal
age discrimination laws they had the
right v stay ad infinitun. | said, ‘“Tm
the Governor here. I'm appointing your
replacement” So we went all the way
w0 the United States Supremse Count w
defend that The Supreme Court said
the State of Missqur! had the right to
legislate in that area and that those
judges were history When the Court
sald those judges were history. ft basi-
cally said the Tenth Amendment was-
n't histary.

We come to U.S. vz Vew York and
now the Lopez deciaian. All I'm saying
15 that these indicate there is still some
fire loft in states’ rights. 'm not saying
we'vo arrived, but fram oy perspee-
tive, | agree with Justice O'Connor: “in
the tension between federal and state
power lies the prormmse of hberty.” I
believe that the Tenth Amendment,
which was the capstone of our Bill of
Rights. does approprately reserve
powers to the states, and it is ime for
Washington, D.C. to rediscover this
founding principle, especially given the
fact that the courts have made some-
thing of a discovery of t.

[ have to say this: | have been as
critical of the courts as any other indi-
vidual, probably more than any other
individual in the Senate. ! have stopped
judges and ] have argued against iber-
al expansionism and 1 will contnue to
do so. but there are a couple of areas
where the cours have regarded the
Constimution with respecy, and I haven't
seen the Cungress do it Frankly, the
court is signaling it's ime for us to rec-
ognizo as a federal government, (and
that would include the Congress), that
thero are rights, not only inherent in,
but protected by, the Tenth
Amendruent to the states.

Secandly. in the mast recent amr-
mative action case (thc Aderand case
in Colorado) the Cowit has [ndicated
that quotas and preferences are not
consistent with the Constimudon. Whax
disappoints me is that the Senate. even
after that had been dong in the United
States Supreme Court, continues to
pass into law the same quota and pref-
erence system that was struck down in
the Aderand case.
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Southern Pardsun: Thar's greax. [
did not realize that ynu'd heen such a
jbgkm of fighting the seates’ rights

c.

Senator Ashooft: Well, frankly,
there aren't any big parts. There are
just a lot of soldiers, and I bappened to
have been ane of the soldiers at whom
they fired a shot. Like Churchill said:
“There's nothing quite as exhiarating
as to be shot at and missed.” They wied
to take me owt of appointing the judges
of the State of Missouri on the basis of
an intervensonist federal age discrimi-
naton stanite, and they missed on that
That put my name in the history boaks.

Sowthern Partisan: My last ques-
tion has to do with education: {t
scems that whether you're a Stan-
dard Old-Right conservarive or a reli-
glous canservacive. eduration issuas
conninue to rise to the top. What dn
you sec as far gs educallon and par-
ticularly the danger of a pawer grab
from Mr. Clinton and his allles on
Capitol Hill? Does it ok like we're
going to be able to sicm the tide
against natlonglization of educa-
ton?

Senatnr Asherof® Well, you know
my role in this. When they came along
with the federalized testing systern, |
was the only person-in the Senate to
stand up and speak agalnst it on the
foor. I got 12 Senamrs to vote with e
al the time, bul since then we've fuught
back. The last tine we took a vote un
this, there were 52 votes anud Jesse
wasn’t there, sn it's safe 0 say that

auvuaRATER

there are 53 votes to deny any federal
Avding for the development, fmple-
mermatan, deployruent, or feld testng
of 3 national tesdng systero. If you con-
trol and specify the (eses, you're going
to contral and spedfy the cwriadum.

For me, education is far wo impor-
tant a thing to cede to faraway bureau-
crats. Education happens best at the
hands of those closest to those being
educaed. Moms and dads, school
board members, teachers, and the
local cammunity are the best rduca-
tors, and whenever we Ty o expropri-
ate from them and endow bureaucra-
¢y here in Washingwn as replacements
for inoms and dads. school boards and
local comrmunities, we seriously damn-
age the educational potential of
America. We simply have W do every-
thing we can to make it passhle for
prople at a fundamental level of society
(it’s cultural hase, it's families, cormrpu-
nities, school districts) i make ded-
sions wiich will result in far greater
educational achievement Being agamst
federal intermedding tn education is
perbaps ane of the strongast things you
can do in favor of student achievernent
in aducatian,

Sahern Parusan: Wall Senaror
we thark you so much

'Senunr Ashauft: [T be seeing
you! ©

18 98 e

e I A N el e T e . Sk 1 TR T i R e B e



































































































