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That man was David Watkins, who was
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iHE^T? c^nts^at “y16 S0,home “ Heston, so she decided to job was to perform whatever tasks, 

gm on an October day in 1991, Arkansas, but what was known to few at nelius got lucky right away, the
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„vnit LU L Auusrun, so sne oeciaea to joo was to perform whatever tasks, most
to be known as Travelgate be- volunteer for Clinton. She had roots in of them menial ones, needed doing. Cor-

- -----------— ~ *».. gut miAj iigm uwAv. ure man run-
when a young woman named Catherine the time (and would subsequently loom ning the campaign in those early days pur
Cornelius walked into the converted large) was that those roots included a her on staff, in charge of the volunteers

paint store in Little Rock that was serv- blood relationship to Bill Clinton: she is That man was David Watkins who was 
mg^ the early headquarters of Bill Clin- a distant cousin on his mother's side. The in charge of the campaign headquarters.
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ton’s fledgling Presidential campaign. 
Cornelius, a twenty-three-year-old mar-
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’ctiyf did members of the Clinton team lose it at the White House, where their bungling in the travel 

office led to a scandal that won’t go away—and that only Vincent Foster saw coming?
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paint store in Little Rock that was serv- blood relationship to Bill Clinton: she is

campaign was brand-new, but it was al- Watkins, like Clinton, was horn Hope, S 
. . ■ , , ready attracting a group ofyoung, eager Arkansas. Handsome and friendly, he’d 8
ketmg majory had just graduated from 1 volunteers like Comeliur-’muffins," in been the quarterback of the football team at *
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president, and then he had gone off to sona, was of the town’s entrepreneurial helped rescue the Governor from a cou-

he entered the advertising business in

other members of the remarkable Hope

wasn t part or the elite crowo. roster was acsunucu wuuwi - r------7 ~ -
the chief litigator in the Rose Law Firm; who ever lived,” and he found himself so as a tax-and-spend compulsive. Clinton

in the Arkansas Democratic ma- and then determined to work for him. Af- the first Arkansans in the Clmton-tar-

which was, for many, a life’s ambition.
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session, they produced ads that

A year later, Watkins became one of

i.xuai V1  President campaign, joining before it
lect Little Rock neighborhood called the tempt for governor, in 1980, he decided officially began. By July of 1991, Sena-

But Watkins, then a bachelor who had the ninereen-eighues, earning for Wat- Kerrey, of Nebraska, 

neven

the University of Arkansas at Fayetteville, class: he belonged to the glimmering new pie of electoral frights. On the Saturday 
After serving as a lieutenant in the Army, Chenal Country Club, on the cit/s far night before the 1990 election, the cam- 
he entered the advertising business in west side, which was regarded by estab- paign consultant Dick Moms gave Clm- 
Littlc Rock, starting his own agency, and lishment Little Rock as a meeting house ton some stomach-tunung poll numbers: 
soon made a success of it. But, unlike for the town’s grasping nouveaux riches, his opponent, Sheffield Nelson, had 

other members of the remarkable Hope ---------------------------------- r . <<
cluster—Clinton, Thomas F. (Mack) tics—was indifferent to it, really—until Governor called Watkins, and, in an all-

Heights, adjacent» the exclusive Little to put his next campaign in the hands of tors Jay RockefeUer and Albert Gore had 
Rock Country Club, membership in a local advertising agency, and Watkins got decided not to run, and a host of others
tri r ____ _ __ motrh all Hirnncrh wr.rft hesitati nr. leaving onlv Senator Bobthe job. It was a fruitful match all through were hesitating, leaving only Senator Bob 

J ; I’'-, ' " VT L ’, as a serious con-
quite shed his suntanned-jock per- kins Clinton’s lasting gratitude when he tender. Clinton was finding it increas-

Tof: Vincent Foster, Hillary Clinton, David Watkins, Harry Thomason, and Catherine Cornelius. 

Strangely, Travelgate was rooted in their very efficiency.
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* . ■ ■

west side, which was regarded by estab- paign consultant Dick Morris gave Clin- 
- - - - - - * ’ i]J numbers:

Watkins was never attentive to poll- drawn within five percentage points. The

McLarty III, Vincent Foster, Jr.—he the Clinton era began in Arkansas. He later night
’t part of the elite crowd. Foster was described Clinton as “the greatest seducer countered Nelson s portrayal of Clinton

* . - J H____ 11__ _______ .J l-I_____ _____ M nnmni I HnfnH

McLarty ran Arkla, the powerful utility charmed that he gave Clinton his first-ever beat Nelson by fifteen points, 
company, and Clinton was the bright political donation-five hundred dollars- 4-----

comer in - _1_  “ --------- ’ ’  ‘ “
chine. Most of that crowd lived in a se- ter Clinton lost his first reelection at-
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essential. The travel comer of the delay in payment could mean two mil-because he had promised Arkansans that was

orators, and coordinated volunteers.

of the best-run campaigns in history, dis­
ciplined and tighi 
ebb of New Har

edgy, with money tight, some demanded if people fought her. She would dig in." nymts, and even the good intentions,of

is travel. “Travel is so expensive and so

rant

vices require that money in advance, and top Wliite House aide David Watkins. In

to New Hampshire, or wherever. And, of pletely irrational travel schedule. Arcom- compelling Clinton conuweny, Whrtewa- 
course, once they get there they charge modating that need means chartering an ter. Travelgate reasserted itself dramatically 
hotels and food, and it becomes a sink- airplane, which, when the entourage reaches earlier this year, with the discovery of a lost

(

I

campaign," one financial expert and vet- before there was enough business to war- staff fearful of disappointing Hillary 
* .. 4 t » 4- ■»-%. T» ■ I* ” ______ ____ 1 _ I-*—— *.*1*am Ac n r-MViilf1 wmv»*TI OFlVCf niTlfnr

dentii campaigns says. “People just jump the campaign expanded and was in need workers of long standing lost their jobs

detection by statehouse reporter?. 
Clintons discussed the mechan­
ics of establishing an exploratory 
committee, and by August they 
were ready to move. They asked 
Watkins to help gear up a cam­
paign that could be ready when
Clinton made the official announcement.
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?5 half a million dollars a week. Charter ser- cipal protagonists in the affair, die former 
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the “soul cleansing” memo, as he described

on travel efficiency as a way of helping 
President Clinton—and themselves, as
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Just before Labor Day, Watkins rented denying travel to nonessential campaign ticket purchases. (Travel agencies have 
an office, had phones mstaUed, hrred op- people. He and Watkins installed an on- been known to simply stop issuing tick- 
__ citA rrovAl acrpnrv af camnaiPTi head- cis cffcctivelv shutting down a cam”

was ]
equivocations about the draft, even some 
of the campaign aides who would one 
day become political stars were getting 

payment for services rendered, but

58 

ingly tempting to enter the race. Offi- visers, pals, and hangers-on who insisted paying the cost and then trying to collect 
daily, he remained noncommittal, partly that their presence on the campaign trad from the news organizations. A month s 
- ' ■. was essential. The travel comer of the delay in payment could mean two mil-
hc~would’serverhis fill four-year term, campaign coined the term F.O.B., for lion dollars out of the campaign treasury.

 
but that July the Clintons convened a Friend of BiH. “Oh, the F.O.B.s!" one se- But Buxbaum and Carnev streamlined the 
secret planning session attended by the nior campaign staffer recalls. “We got payment system, by having Carney act as

his suicide.
But Travelgate didn’t die with Vmce Fos­

ter, or even with the advent of a more

pollster Stanley Greenberg, the consult- so tired of these people calling up and billing agent and requiring advanwragdit-
ant Frank Greer, the Clinton aide Gloria saying, 'I was a roommate of his at card payment from reporters and TWcrew
Cabe, and Watkins; the meeting was Georgetown’—he must have had four members before they stepped oirthc plane,
held in Watkins’s office, so as to avoid hundred thousand roommates at George- The turnaround time practically van-

The town—‘and he really wants me to be ished, and the press money flowed back
with him at the Victory Night.' " to the campaign just a few days after each

David Buxbaum. the Clinton trip. This freed millions of dollars to be 
campaign's budget director— spent on TV ads in crucial primary states, 
“the budget Nazi," as Hillary As a Clinton supporter, Carney also gave 

Clinton called him—imposed the campaign corporate-account status, 
strict limits on travel, devising a which meant, among other things, some 

system that controlled costs up front by slack time on payments for commercial-

: The campaign also received invaluable several people in the Clinton sphere
Watkins held them off, and the cam- help from a Clinton admirer named (some-----L ’

an adopted Arkansan who the political bungle that became. Trjjvel-

nior campaign staffer. Buxbaum was the seeds of subsequent disaster, 

no-man i

P Every,Presidential campaign leaks had made her World Wide Travel-Ser- .gatgjts unfolding was the stuff ot farce, 

cash in gobs, and the biggest money hole ^icc, Inc., one of the biggest in the coun- involving ham-handed covert sleuthing, 
“ . . ..»_ _____ _t_  _____ _ A. rrzsna 'imnlz nriH TlntT'inl9 A « ov. > jjy-Gambling on Clinton’s chances, she rumormongering gone amok, and dumb

dangerous... it’s the biggest risk to a put agents in the campaign headquarters decisions by a^quaking White

eran ofa handful of Democratic Presi- rant the expense, and" then, later, when Clinton. As a result, seven government 

dential campaigns says. “People just jump the campaign expanded and was in need workers of long standing lost their jobs 
on jets, saying^ ‘Oh, I’ve gotta be in San of cash, she helped develop a billing sys- and reputations, and tliat was only the 
Diego ’ 1’vc gotta go to Fargo,’ ‘Oh, my tern that is likely to become the model for beginning. The fiasco acquired a tragic as- 
God, I’ve gotta go to New Hampshire.’ all campaigns. By far the biggest expense pect after landing in the lap of the deputy 
And what you have is this phenomenon in campaign travel is the cost of charter- White House counsel, Vmcent Foster, 
where everybody gets on a plane and goes ing planes. Media exposure is a candidate’s deepening the despair that finally led to 

to wherever the action is. And you find oxygen, which means that transportation 
yourself paying these bills for people who must be found for every news-media per- 
never should have been on planes going son asking to follow the candidate’s com-

couree" once" thcy'get ffiere'thiy* change modating that need means charteringjn ter. Traveigate reassoted itself

hole of expense.” This phenomenon the stage requiring jets, can cost"as much memorandum written by one of the prin- 

posed an acute nsk to the Clinton cam- <
paign, especially after it began to catch '
fire, because of the hordes of Clinton ad- the standard procedure had the campaign

 site travel agency at campaign head- cts—effectively shutting down a cam-
When the campaign began, Watkins was quarters, and no plane ticket was issued paign—if payment is late.)
named deputy campaign manager and was until the agent got approval from a se- Strangely, this very cfficicncyheldlhe 
put in charge of operations. nior campaign staffer. Buxbaum was the seed? of subsequent disastera A key.les-

Though Clinton’s candidacy may no-man until things got too hectic, when son of the campaign was that_eyen.so 
have seemed like a movable crisis with he handed the crucial job to Catherine 'mundane a matter as arranging travel 
placards, the Clinton campaign was one Cornelius, who proved quite able. “If could yield enormous beneiirjojhe 

- ■ " - somebody said. ‘George Stephanopoulos larger cause. It was a lesson perhapsover-
‘ ‘ - At ffie tow wants me to go, I’m a very important learned by some, who would larejfocus

 Hampshire, when Clinton person,’ she’d sweedy say, ‘Fine. Ill check
reeling from Gennifcr Flowers and George's office, and a ticket will be wait-

' ■ : ingforyou, if everything’s O.K.,’” the well. This unlikely motifr-travcl man-
senior staffer recalls. “What was good agement as a political asset—played jtself 
about Catherine is she had nerves of steel out through the ambitions, misjudg-

The campaign also received invaluable

Rptra Camt
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Kenneth W. Starr. f
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it, Watkins laid the blame for Travelgate Clinton acquaintances, they travelled in 
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Lady. Any discrepancies between that ac-
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It’s very male."

it, Watkins laid the blame for Travelgate Clinton acquaintances, they travelled in The Thomasons’ greatest campaign 
directly at the feet of his “client,” the First the very nearest orbit. After Clinton’s di- triumph was the Democratic National 
Lady. Any discrepancies between that ac- sastrous nominating speech at the 1988 Convention, which Harry helped stage, 
count of her involvement and earlier ac- Democratic Convention, Harry and culminating in the showing of Linda's 
counts now fall within the purview of Linda arranged for Clinton to make an twenty-minute paean to her friend, ‘The 
the Whitewater independent counsel, appearance on Johnny Carson’s Tonight Man from Hope.” After Clinton won, 

' Show,” where he won the crowd by play- Harry also produced the Inauguration. 
.. ,. •. i..,. ing “Summertime’on the sax and telling The Thomasons were now the First 

NOTHER member of the Clinton- self-deprecating jokes, written by Linda. Friends, and they were the Clintons’ first 
------ . campaign entourage, the televi- In the hope of heading off any possible overnight guests at the White House, 
sion producer and director Hany Thom- Billy Carter problems with Clinton’s Linda was so exhilarated that she jumped 
ason, also had, travel-related expertise, free-spirited half brother, Roger, the up and down on the bed in the Lincoln 
Thomason, an F.Q.B. of the first order. Thomasons acted as his minders, getting Bedroom. 

a lifelong flying buff who rented his him work at their production company. Thomason returned to California, but 
_» u.- . . Thomason brought to the campaign in a couple of weeks he was back, this

rerprise outgrew his small craft, Thom- his true expertise, which was staging. At time to help out with Clinton’s first

i Clinton’s bleakest moment, Thomason speech to Congress. The high profile of 
ipany, TRM. flew to New Hampshire and threw him- First Friendship inevitably subjected the 

________ '' • • ■ — • - ” „ „ i couple from Hollywood to some carica- 
-•st, and this proved to be an arrangement fest cause. He quickly identified the TV- ture (Maureen Dowd and Frank Rich, 
ff incalnilahlc benefit to the campaign- call-in-show format as Clinton’s natural writing in the Times, referred to Linda as 
Every campaign veteran has a horror metier, he picked out the chairs used in “the neo-Dogpatch sitcom tycoon”), but 
itory about chartering planes. (There is, the debate with other candidates, and even the Thomasons worked hard at nurtur- 
br example, the one about Michael Du- helped lay the carpet. Mostly/Thomason ing an anti-Hollywood image. They lived 
cakis’s plane being grounded during a <1 was an uplifting prescnZfor CEnttHLwho in the San Fernando Valley, not Beverly 
Dig Labor Day swing because a surprise y invariably brightened when he showed up. Hills, and eschewed the show-biz money- 

federal Aviation Administration inspec- ' He seemed to have an instinct for what worship culture, spending lavishly on 
ion found, among other infractions, an would make Clinton comfortable, as when -charity projects Hany, in particular, 
noperative exit light.) Staff members the candidate had grown fat after gorg- would have denied getting any special 

concerned about such things as ing away his despair on late-night junk- thrill from the nearness to power. Still,
vhether a charter service out of Texas food runs and looked as if he were burst- he did keep a hand in. He could often
night want to sabotage the Clinton cam- ing out of his clothes; Harry caused new be seen around the White House, pop-
saign on the instructions of Ross Perot’s suits to appear. He was a producer, he made ping his head into the offices of senior
;on, who controls much of the aviation things happen; Clinton was the talent, staffers, passing ideas to this or that
ndustry there. But one

Thomason’s part'
ters at TRM, 1
vlanens, handled the
urangements for the
21inton-Gore charter jet
nicknamed Air Elvisjj

ndthey were flawless.
Thomason became'a 

ree-floating presence in
he Clinton campaign—
sort of roving adviser

dio dropped into and
'Ut of the schedule at
rill. A native of Hamp-
on, Arkansas, he and his
rife, Linda Bloodworth-
Thomason, were at the
eak of their lucrative
elevision-production
areers, producing three 

itcoms on the CBS ros-
•r. The Thomasons had
nown the Clintons for
wenty years, and, in the
ast concentric circles of

o-u
0

z
0

* ‘ 1

was;______________________
two plane to the campaign. When the en-

ison suggested that the campaign use an 
aviation consulting com'
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outlimne wavs that TPM «-------- TTrr;—7—was Penertly -siiited to

right

Twenty-five thousand dollars and induced “This can be done bv TRM mueh^’ day’ Martcns’s “Put ™

his agent, Dan Richland to do the same, the camoaizn airrrafir w k ji/» in ^ront right person” memo was i 
Martens set up T(homason) R(ichland) Two weX later^*"ek.haridled- ^ped The President has seen” and '

-Campaign.

"TXavid Watkins had been rewarded 
for his role in the ramn'iitm un*k
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the new Clinton White House—plan-
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ing that was televised, President Clinton 

there big savinp^beTJ™

SThim t0 thC White H°U“ for 

of Thomason’s “Designing W<

aide. Once, Watkins asked the chief of 
staff Mack McLarty, what, exactly, it 
was that Hany did at the White House,
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find the right one. Thomason liked the

iha. his mother ™

of Thomason’s “Designing Women,’ 
Hany arranged for her to see the show 
and meet the cast. Darnell was I.„.6V} 
and Thomason, a millionaire, was plainly

’ ft Onm‘1“, e.T------- ‘ memoranaum on .
hunW, idennVeporribl. S’s^He I*

“S^ *« TRM be empoweredTo
-u u°^^“S^withambtuons, determine who controlled scheduli™

and administration—which roughly par- , &. 
alleled his job in the campaign: running

many staffers later came to believe—to 
cut White House staff by twenty-five per 

cent, and it was a promise he meant tv 
i keep. Part of Watkins's job was to dis­

cover places to make those cuts.
Soon XAAi ♦-L-i »■» c* Z1 rorl OTlt I

a handwritten note from the President in 
the margin: “These guys are sharp."

operations. The position not only would I 

give him something to tell his grand­
children one day but could lead, it was 

easy to imagine, to something quite re­
warding after he left government service. 
He and his wife, Ilecne, talked it over, 
and quickly decided to accept. “Gosh, we

«• y

staff Mack McLarty, what, exactly, it 
was that Hany did at the White House, 
and McLarty, after pausing, had to allow,
r don t know.” 'v; •• *.............  ■

One of the things Thoimwon did was cSiT. w»5~p>rfrrtly mimd'm

act as a conduit between his partner Dar- Washington onnnm v ” t/UKu<; the job of auditing the government fleer, 
nellMartens atTRM and toppXjle in rested a hP Sug' ^hich operated on budgets totalhng
frw White House, induding^^Presi- ro HanvThomS^! A- A*" CC,m.Pany’ hundr=ds of millions of dollars. “This is 
dent. Thomason had met Martens Xi Er ^cSX on the which I have trained for
he went shopping for a plane, and M^ recoXT”^n tn r "T ycarS’’’Martens Pa­
tens, an aviation expert, helped fom dooThe su^d It L" thc und^nd
find the right one. Thomason liked the “nh^Jn ert 5 shouJd the budSets- the right

Just as Watkins had been one of the

first to arrive in Washington. During the 1 
transition, while hundreds of other job 
aspirants were going to Little Rock, 
Watkins set up in the Old Executive 
Office Building and began to organize j 
the new Clinton White House—plan­
ning office space, assessing die wnjuiu- 1 . 
nicetions system, and so on. It was a

PHOTOCOPY
WJC HANDWRITING

thaWhite House, he^parendybgligycd 
tiiat. with Thomason's help. Cftntnn

pijTilarly-challenging task, for Clinton 
had promised in the campaign—rashly, *

Ifr’

I*-!

■

J 

'I, ■ i

i-.

“(<< ~ r—--u.liulu iu aixepr. vjosn.we
had SQ much Promise>" he recalls. “I 
wantedtobeP^ of history.”

T/ <-7 ( J1^ as Watkins had been one of rhe
first in the campaign, he was one of the

= proved so mefa! in .hl a ■^mTm^'S^

cWugnjindijTO'^  ̂ in Manens gent another mcmo

/t Z'

person at the White House and I will :

i

•*-/ for his role in the campaign with 

the offer of a top White House job—as- j * 
sistant to the President for management

&
gww
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z.-C

i--—■% X-ryf®

“^ou Ufind our Boulmardior Difartmmt m six, the Dandy’s 

Department <m seven, and ear .Fop's Comer m eighth

Martens sent that memorandum on

meeting with the President, j | 
went bowling with him in the White

“obtain some form of official status as

. . --------------- -• general prove the value of both the p^ect m*d i ■

posed a TRM review of all nonmili-

I
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.thought /April, relenting again, he i 
ed for a I Cornelius to the travel office.

, he transferred

sent

^muichus iuu no specinci inis angered Cornelius, and she said ^on office chatter. Deferring was notone 
knowledge of any of this yet, but she f so; Watkins, relenting, invited Come- of her talents, however. While she was 
seemed to have a strong notion that the! lius and another assistant, Clarissa Cerda, secretly copying checks, she managed 
office was sloppily managed. She may( to prepare their own travel-office re- to jam the duplicating machine, and on 
have picked up the notion from a man) port In mid-February, Cornelius gave another occasion she found herself 
with whom she was involved in a per- Watkins an eight-page “Briefing Book locked out of a filing cabinet when she 
sonal relationship: Jeff Eller, a lawyer and Proposal”—a blueprint for com- tried to return some documents she had
with whom she was involved in a per- Watkins

f 'tl

••5
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vr.y -^t*-

to''* .
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-dteaient). Cornelius had no

o/o i”r? J'

Fji

-tl . ■'>

Watkins told Cornelius to keep her 
eyes open in her new assignment. She

In het first s^vrral wpi^lcs st tHc travel 

■iuLspent her spare time

________________________________ _ .j 

and copying records and eavesdropping

keep hidden. Even before the Inaugu­
ration, she wrote a’memo’to Watkins 
suggesting ways that the Whitt House 
travel office, which fell under Watkins's' 
range of responsibilities, could be better 
managed. Indeed, she met twice with?' 
Watkins in Little Rock to discuss the 

matter, and at the second meeting, with 
Betta Carney present, the idea of “out- ’ 

the cost of each White House press jour- an? hardworking, but he also j
ney, adding to or taking from the office’s her naifve~ahd t<55~inexperienced  
reserve of funds as needed, depending management position. So~whcn, after
upon the accuracy of his estimate. Money 'T^eLaHuFSimant, Cornelius sen:  ouc
collected from the press for Presidential him a memorandum about the travel then began an undercover investigation,
trips—hundreds of thousands of dol- office, Watkins paid it little regard, and 1., .... 
lara—w^_sometimes kept in drawers (or when he wanted a travel-office report office, Cornelius 1.^ 
Hgffijttumed outHn his peraonal check- shortly thereafter he assigned the task to sleuthing, which is to say snatching files
ISgAggounti If that happened~t° becon- another of his aides, Matthew Moore. ; ’ . ________

specific i This angered Cornelius, and she said  on office chatty. Detecting was not one

PHOTOCOPY
WJC HAND’

■ the troueie^AKeR'l

inerjhaLaEproached recklessness. Dale the summet-of 1993. and he certainly asked Watkins for a better job He tried 
had no particular accounting system, he djdn’t expect to put Cornelius in charge to transfer her to the White House mil- 

kept no general ledger, and he guessed at oFtireTffitfTHeTonsideredherJffight itary office, but that fell through, and in

s**'1sourcing’ White House press travel was .. 

sass?*

a call from Little Rock on behalf of 
Catherine Cornelius. It seemed that she 
had been left out of the patronage dis-.^ 
tribution. Cornelius believed she had

, ing travel—that she was riot inclined to

l®-'1

ness.) Watkins listened without mak­
ing a commitment. But, because of Cor­
nelius’s help in the campaign, he felt
obliged to find a slot for her in the White
House. It wouldn’t be the travel office, he

I told her, but, if she would agree to work -Ju.

as his assistant (“an awful job.... not a .
big paying job") for six months, he would
find her a more accommodating position.
Cornelius agreed, and went to Washing- i:

(ton on Watkins’s terms. Within a week,

she made a move on the travd office. working with the press (he eventually be- pletely reorganizing the travel office, 

1 o ComehuSjffie White House travel came director of media affairs at the with Cornelius and Cerda installed as co- 
office must have seemed—as it would Clinton White House), who had heard directors. Watkins skimmed the docu- 

 haye to any of the others who, had served tales of Dale’s laxity. In December, Eller ment until he reached the organizational
mthenght ship of the campaign’s travel had gone as far as to tell a reporter that I chart, with his two young assistants at the
qpgragon-^n appallingly inept, jf not there were problems at the White House | top, whereupon he put it aside and for-
mafreasant, operation. The office had a travel office. ( got about it.
staffi on^JSdTvas run by a man Watkins planned to make changes in ’ Cornelius, after being on the White 

named Bdly R. Dal^-n personable, soft- travel as part of Clinton’s mandate for House payroU for little more than a 
spoken Viiginian who had been there for twenty-five-per-cent cuts. However, he month, pronounced her assignment un- 

^nearly thirty-two years—in_A.casual map- didn’t ir^^address_therisme_until bearably menial, even “abusive,” and
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it, plunging from seventy-one per. 
fifty-six per cent during his first*
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courtezans in the revival of “A Fun-

office hadn't inti

temptresses are: the Geminae (Susan ■!

Misner and Lori Werner), Gymnasia

^cretly taken away for study. On being advised him not to “waste his time dis- 
discovered, she was isolated by the rest cussing the matter.'’ Martens said that

A 5LAVE TO LU5T
Nathan Lane, as the Roman deni­

zen Pseudolus, stands surrounded by

Dale had responded, "I have been hi 

seen

of the travel-office staff-a fact that be- when he tried to persuade Dale that 
came another indictment, in the “case" TRM could provide much more efficient 
she was building against the seven travel air travel for the White House press, 
woricers. ■ .. .Dale had responded, 1 have be—k“-

Cornelius s hapless career as a whistle- thirty-one years and no one has i 
blower.might have played itself out harm-" to replace me with a commercial uycr 
iessly if her preoccupation with the travel, tion yet. So until they do I will contini 
office hadn't ir.t,-------- • ■

-------  T-"--------------• *._ — —■» • J
Thomason. But it had, momentously

VOR the Clintons, the first months of reported this apparent lack of interes. 1_ 

- A the Administration had been disas- opening the travel office to competitive 
trous, what with the dispute over gays in bidding, and suggested that he might 
the military, the failed nominations of have uncovered a disturbing circumstance 
the President’s first two choices for At- that could explain Billy Dale’s hostili-

I

bisected with Harjy to handle this without your help.” 

. L ■ a March 5ffi memorandum to Thom­
ason—marked “Confidential’'—-Martens 

. , . . ■, — —. —i----—— — -Tf™—— interest in
 the Administration had been disas- opening the travel office to competitive

trous, what with the dispute over gays in bidding, and suggested that he might
the military, the failed nominations of have uncovered a disturbing circumstance j
the President’s first two choices for At- that could explain Billy Dale’s hostili- i
tomey General, the Waco disaster, and ty: the White House travel office did j

operated charter airline’ that was moti­
vated by “a decidedly anti-Clinton 
philosophy.., inconsistent with the cur- I 
rent Administration.” Billy Dale, Mar- ' 
tens wrote, had full knowledge of this 1 

supposed political bias—indeed, had 
been a party to it. (The political charges 
have never been verified.) I

Martens’s report apparently had the

Thing Happened on the Way to )

Sheveltnx musical opening April 18th 

at Broadway's St James Theatre. The

> a
i 'i.
./I

(Stephanie Pope), Tmianainda (Pamela 
Everett), Vthraia (Mary Ann Lamb), 
and Panacea (Leigh Zimmerman).

Photographed by Chris Callis,

York City, April 2. 1996.

a number of lesser missteps. Clinton business primarily with “a Republican- 
seemed a rudderless, and even a con- ’ * ■ - - -
fused, leader, and his approval rating re­
flected it, plunging from seventy-one per.
cent to fifty-six per cent during his first*
hundred days. The President had an im­
age problem, and Thomason was there
to help. Rahm Emmanuel, the White
House political director, put Thomason
in charge of something called the White
House Project, advising staff members desired effect it excited Thomason's out- 

on ways to better stage Presidential rage, and he remarked to someone that 
events, among them little things like po- “this guy at the travel office is the most 
smoning the President in photo ops in a arrogant guy I have ever encountered." 
manner that didn’t make it seem that Thomason determined to do something 
houseplants were growing out of his about this unacceptable situation, as a 
head. After an urgent directive from the good deed for his friends in the Whitt

vxL’ u5 °^CC’ Thom2SOn wa9 Pvcn House, where he appeared more and
a White House pass, with wide-ranging more frequently throughout the spring, 
access, and was allowed temporary use While Martens pursued his personal
of an office in the East Wing. But his investigation, Thomason mentioned in a
broader purpose was to lift morale, to try conversation with the President that 
to raise the Presidential spirits, just as he there was trouble in the White House 
had during the campaign. travel office. Thomason also called David

Meanwhile, Darnell Martens, Thom­  
ason’s aviation partner, had been con­
tinuing his effort to land some govern­
ment business. In February, Thomason
had told Martens to talk to the White 
House press secretary, Dee Dee My­
ers, about having TRM determine who 
controlled the scheduling of White
House press aircraft. Myers had sug­
gested that Martens speak with Billy
Dale. Martens had telephoned Dale but 

, found him much less accommodating 
Il than the other White House people he 

J had met through Thomason’s good
name. According to Marrens, Dale told

I him stiffly that there was no combination 
I of prices and service which could earn

White House business for TRM, and —
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- ahead of this," and agreed that up-
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impres^on. Foster didn’t know precisely He felt he had to sec Vince Foster. Fos-

When Watkins called, at about two-close Thomason was to the President

ittrned morc. • v. . .. thirty. “Lefs get started,"
On leaving.Foster, Thomason walked He gathered Cornelius ar

i

KSXS £Sowed Th0T50; MraVf
He asked Watkins if he had done any- headed for Watkins's offi ^wh*15’ Foster he had planned

/ thing about the problem, and Watkins iTlvere joined bv Dam inS’ a ^organization of the travel office even-
/ said ycs-he haS assigned CatheZ I'K reli^ lon^ ’

I Cornelius to the office with instructions ° fZ ,, , ™?usc White House operations, and he intro-
\ to observe the stiff. Watkins suggested Boii in HitJes'J.wro"S’ ^u“d Cornelius. She said that she had 
\that Thomason .hotdd tneet ^Cor- ed" by the travel staff, and

firo^iou^d^6^ tOral1'r'^
day at the White House with

i,
i
i

K A 
J K

7? ?

’ Watkins said, 
iomelius and Thomason, 

and they headed for Foster’s office, on 
the floor above the Oval Office.

Knowing that Foster was pressed for

two thousanffdollan made out to “CashJ 
Thomason said he had heard from a 
source in the aviation business that the 
travel office solicited kickbacks from 
charter companies wanting White House

voices had pushed rhe travpl-nffjcf. . 

£efficieriq< to \ 
yrongdoing; the seven em- % 
hadbccomc suspcctsTand

"The wrangler within wantspancakes, ”

Watkins, and told him that the travel-

' Cj*"'

lmX°2S ^CSS 3tO7’BiU Clinton Waning house." 

« Vmi utri dunk^ut’X^

. . — team, even
train. At the end of their conversatioi

story, Watkins had known Hany The 
ason since the days when both men were 
just starting their careers—Warkins as a

Si”dTi“Z^r:
a»» left du, White Hous S-nX Z ThZ^T^'”’ “d 'fefes^^ong 

■*

do,- he said, „d d.e^L^

THE NEV K3RKEK, APKIL 15,19%

Thomason then stopped in to 

■ - see the First Lady, and here, too, 
one subject was the travel office. Bill 
Clinton had promised that his re­
lationship with Mrs. Clinton would 
be “an unprecedented partnership,” 
and although she had no formal 
authority over the travel office, she 
did wield great authority in White 
House operational and personnel 
decisions. Mrs. Clinton is said to I

F; have urged Thomason to “stayB 
^.C X-L1 _ W__ J . 1 « If

rooting corruption in the travel 
office would generate some positive1 
press. By now, all these converging

issue from a ^natter ou
one of wroni 
plgyges 1______ _ , __
no-one had yet asked any of them 
fatacjMcplanation.

After lunch, Thomason returned 
to Watkins’s office, popped his head

* i.«, *. r_. u “ ■sse.ras
S«s?2S= -.
brothetRotrr^^11'’3 decided U for Waddns’ but hc
=“=££ as a striving filmmaker who would occa- House, but he wrote in his Cknt°? f and

sionally come by looking for film work. “He is obviously mariJZ?» I ? 4nyon5 couJd read her’ Foster

str t? E-i-.'s/:
ne^kofMaylOthwmpnicu- XZi u l^F u. ST’" (’1“i"ed d“had a b”tl«'s >PP»«- 

hrlybusyuue fo/rhom^, ‘T.'’1”. Wu.eH™..^
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Foster, the deputy White House coun-

White House. On the tenth, which was I
a Monday, he arrived before nine-thirty to the East Wme m sci CaffieriZ rvZ 
md .rayed dj d.y. He asked Martens to nelius. They tailed about the travel of-

araiTr,a”dJ"m “J11'W““ fa the better pan of an iXud 

House, and he also dropped m on Wat- Cornelius showed Thomason
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possihl^iminaL^  ̂ noted.

poster could sec that thitAdrninistrationno.

people at the meeting yet knew she

band throughout his political life, but in

in and around the Governor’s Mansionthe checks made out to “Cash,” and told of ii

Significantly,had ^^±51^^ £ T'=X’=.iH2,^!
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general Impatience* and then, seeking a
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the office “used racist and sexist lan- __  , „„„ v
guage” (but noted that they had not sexu- his Instinct fo?ct^ hisTnnatt de-

*U.r..
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or something mind-numbing?'
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find the allegation convincing. (“HT re- passihl^cnminal£Qadust;”'FostEr noted. 
' !?.tedJV^ '?5Ue convcnatton rclarin8ro 8^^ Kennedy, who handled White House 

mend, he later noted, and in fact noth- security issues, said that he 
ing ever came of it.) Watkins asked Fos- snoke with 1—=

r i • ? • mm iww • *«• . piinM null

yer wanted to know if Watkins'hadThe

L-1 j

Watkins sajJ 
ftirthcr discussion was required, and be-

offered his opinion that “it would be a 

great story to replace the old staff with 
new staff who could save money." Wat­
kins noted that the travel staffers could 
be fired at will” without cause, because 
they served at the pleasure of the Presi­
dent. But firing people of long service 
without cause could be dangerous public 
relations, devaluing the “great story," and, 
as someone in die meeting pointed out, 
Billy Dale and his staff seemed to have 
good relations with the press. (Dale was, 
m fact, beloved by the travellirig^ress 

corps, although the president~oFi-he 
^nite House Corresponden^Associa- 

tion had recently complained abouF the 
rising costs of press travel.) Foster con­
ceded that he and Kennedy couldn’t ig­
nore such serious charges, but he later 
noted, "There could be nothing there.” 
How to find out? With no auditing ca­
pability. there was the problem of getting 
information that “ivill show cause and

a First Lady is a tricky matter for anv 
White House staff, and Mrs. Clinton’s

better word, chose “general frustration.” As 

s.

terday," and he assured the Fust Lady

There is little doubt that Mre. Clin­
ton’s interest intensified the sense of ur-

I

I
a

story"? Everjdiing about Vince Foster- and as much as her discipline and fierce 

ily hmssed her), and rta of them - ”5” l*“-^ *' P“

ing ever came or itj watKms asked Fos- spoke with „ rt,,sxssi ^d™z±nxvK
gP^gro and), the travel
Wamh^d no. Foster could see that ffie Admini?r«nnn --------------- .. > . ,“bt^at Mrs- Chn-

to meet again later that afternoon. people at the meeting yet knew she was

dsSSEHLaX^dld^^”

proof room. She sard that the men m travel agents m order to produce a >ar just as well. As patentiyXrt as she

narasseo na-A ana that some of them cency-^ictated a course of thoughtful political talent in the family belonged al-

■? 
. “ ....

Foster had a late lunch and then she insisted on keeping her maiden nam(

ore project—an operation over trivial matters as personal style. John

to meet again later that afternoon.

™rh 'he White House sssociate counsel, deduced from her amareuriA i

L» firm h^d asked him ro sir in l^viod pal of ?hl

travelEngprcss 

esidenToFthe

tion had recently complained abouF rhe
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-—wisu aa^s vi muse uuutuit me real xviarwicK auait~—ana asked 
surprised, for she had been warned that 'months, “She yelled at him all the time.’’ them to hold off on their investigation, 
potential trouble lay in the permanent When Mrs. Clinton asked Foster if he By this time, travel-office fever had
staff assigned to the White House, whose was “on top of* the travel-office matter, spread through the senior staff of the
loyalnes were suspect. Prior to the leak, on May 13th, that in itself would have White House, and the debate was not

!

assigned to^ her family, and had asked afternoon, and she again brought up the argued vigorously in favor of firing the 
Foster and Watkins to have it removed subject. Foster wrote in his notes that swff immediately. He had beeffbne of

i

counter-offensive with its friends in the
I

nounced Friday, May 14th, at 5 P.M.

:S'/J

1

i

When the lamp story appeared in the ering this time mention “periodic reports McLarty said that he didn’t want to act 
press, Foster, Watkins, and McLarty from Vince Foster that First Lady had precipitately—that he wanted things;' 
were called in to a meeting in the Oval inquired about travel office + why wasn’t done “in a businesslike way”—and in-

in some media reports, to have thrown a 
Bible at the President). Mrs. Clinton, 
feeling beleaguered, assumed that the 
story, which she has said was false, had 
been leaked to the press by one of the Se- 

0 cret Service agents assigned to guard her 
and her family, and she was not entirely

way. You’re either for her or against her.”
If in Little Rock Mrs. Clinton did not 

routinely involve herself in everyday man­
agement matters, in the White House she 
not only was in charge of her husband’s 
biggest policy initiative—health care— 
but also exerted a presence that had to 
be reckoned with on other matters. This 
had been demonstrated very early, in the

awkward situation that had developed share of her expressed frustration. “Vince been ovcremphatic in seeking the Bu- 
with the First Family in the early weeks took the brunt of the Hillary stuff," one reau’s help. According to the agents Ken-
of their life in the White House—the fa- Arkansan in the Clinton circle says. “Hil- nedy first spoke to, he told them that “he
mous incident in February in which she lary would say things to Vince about oth- was being directed at the highest level of
was alleged to have smashed a lamp (or, ers in the White House that she would the White House," and that if the F B I

not say to them directly. I will tell you couldn’t help perhaps he could approach 
that, for every chilling that Watkins or another agency, such as the Internal Rev- 
Mack got, Vince probably got about six. enue Service. (Kennedy disputes those 
If she was mad at anyone—it didn't mat- agents’ reports.) In any case, Foster met
ter who it was—Vince got it.” Another with two F.B.I. agents and told them, “We 
Arkansan who knew the Vince-Hillary might have a better way"—a reference to 
relationship well says of those difficult the Peat Marwick audit—and asked 

___-I__________________________ . t ♦ 1 1 » « .

had been demonstrated very early, in the publicity. Whaf s more, her father, Hugh
matter of the White House press corps. Rodham, who had suffered a stroke two
Mrs. Clinton was deeply distrustful of months after the Inauguration, died in 
f.1__ ___________ ___1* if « r < * * °

auguration she was behind the decision on rhe health-care plan, which had been tigation^hat Kennedy had be, 

to end reporters’access to certain parts of promised for early May. She was not one to siderine. The F.B.I.’s inteszritv

----------- —r—— "'"h May 13th, that in itself would have White House, and the debate 
the First Lady had expressed particular motivated him to see it resolved. He and ma-
discomfort with the Secret Service detail the First Lady had a second meeting that missed but howTand when.~TeffEJ1er

_________ was not
over whether the staff should be dls-

I
i

in favor of the detail that had been as- Mrs. Clinton conveyed “general frus- the proponents of the theory that the 
signed to them during the campaign and tration with management drift" and, dismissals would make a good story, but 
the transition. Foster and Watkins went later, that “HRC generally appeared less he also cautioned that delay could back- 
to see the Secret Service chief for the than satisfied with timeliness of decision- fire if the staff got wise and launched a 

it Presidents private security, John Me- making, Le. cloture.” Apparently, Foster re- counter-offensive with its friends in the 
|| ™W’who to d them he bought the layed those concerns more forcefully to press. Eller urged that the firings be an- 

Clintons were overreacting. Watkins, for Watkins’s own notes cov- nounced Friday. May 14th. at 5 P.M.

the NE^ YOaKER, APRIL 15,1996

1 ing factor in the travel-office affair “I was that he’d found an auditor, Larry Her- 
convinced that failure to take immediate man, of the firm KPMG Peat Marwick, 
action in this case would- have been di- which was already in the White House, 
rectly contrary to the wishes of the Fust working with Vice-President Gore on 
Lady, something that would not have the “reinventing government” project, 
been tolerated in fight of the Secret Ser- and that the management-review team 
jjee incident earlier in the year." had agreed to take a look at the travel

Mrs. Clinton was pained by all the bad office. “[We] will use outside auditors," 

i Foster told her. “Let’s see what’s there.” 
• Watkins’s news about Peat Marwick 

. . -------- - ---------o---------, was a welcome development, perhaps
the news media, and shortly after the In- April. Those family concerns forced delays obviating the need for the F.B.I. inves- 
auguration she was behind the decision on rhe health-care plan, which had been tigation that Kennedy had been con- 

l(tkC^nrep°rTerS’11CCCSS t°<ernin parts of promised for early xMay. She was not one to sidering. The F.B.I.’s integrity resides 
the White House press office a move conceal her frustrations, and Vince Fos- in its independence from political pres- 
that naturally created considerable re- ter was particularly sensitive to her mood, sures. Foster hadn’t stopped Kennedy 

sentment among the reporters. It was a Once her protector and closest friend in- from making contact with the F.B.I., but 
\ bad start with the White House press, side the Rose firm, he was now her em- Kennedy had said he meant only to seek

Office with the President and his wife action being taken—Report was that structed that action be delayed until word / 
and other senior staffers, at which Mrs. they should be fired immediately + out of from Peat Marwick was in.
Clinton suggested that they had not been here by the end of the day.” The management review (it was not
responsive enough to the First Family’s When, in the second meeting, Mrs. strictly an audit) twgan that Friday, under 
wishes, and that their Arkansas manners Clinton asked Foster about the travel the pretense that the inspection was part 
an reserve were not suited to the alley office, he was able to give her news of of the reinventing-govemment project, 
fight that Washington presented. “You some progress. Watkins had told Foster Through the weekend, reports from the 
are too mce, too nai-ve ’she told them. - review team were awaited like dispatches
Later, Watkms, m a draft of his “soul i from the battlefront. Watkins had flown
cleansing memorandum, which was writ- South for his stepdaughter’s college
ten to McLarty but was never sent, spe- graduation, but he stayed in touch wiffi
cifically cited that incident as a motivut- audhor5i Watkins-s notw record

in its independence from political pres­
sures. r
from making contact with the F.B.I., but

and it may have exacerbated an extremely ployee, and bore perhaps more than his “guidance." However, Kennedy may have
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port was in from Peat

particularly urgent that week, for the 
President was again caught in the vor-»P4"

functioning once the staff was gone—an the First Lady. She had spoken to him a duced to Clinton by the Thomasons) had A 
outcome that by this point no one in- few days earlier about the travel office, given the President a two-hundred-^^ 

volved in the matter doubted. The travel and it was discussed again at supper. Me- dollar haircut aboard Air Force One in

morning, while Watkins dency mandate, dismissed the seven em-

sured him that he would not.

had arranged for charter planes to be 
standing by. “Aircraft arc being reviewed

Office people ‘should be out.'
Watkins was already working on a

S\-

1

1

sued a statement that read, in part, ’Tdid 
not <“
should be taken, nor did I make particu-

wick report, McLarty stopped by. He Tney were given until the end of the day 
talked about his dinner with the Presi-1 ‘ to gather’ their belongjngT and begone.

'i.'-i*'p'-rr- -'••‘j. V. ■■■
As it turned out, those who had ad- 

Xk vocated the firings because they

.to?'

□2 E
0

n. O

Wl 
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Foster “says he’s getting more pressure 
from First Lady to act.” From Little 
Kock, and then from Memphis (where 
his stepdaughter’s school was), Watkins 
checked with his deputy, Patsy Thom­
asson, nearly a dozen times for progress 
reports. She reported that the review 
team was finding sloppy records, missing 
cash that was unaccounted for, a~ndgen- 
eral disarray—just the news that Watkins 
and the others expected. (The written re­
port eventually produced by Pear Mar­
wick was rather less dramatic in its tone 
than the reports that Watkins received 
that weekend, but all the allegations of 
wrongdoing were repeated in it.)

In a phone call from the White 
House on Friday evening, Foster-had 
asked Watkins to report what he’d 
learned directly to the First Lady. As 
Watkins recounts the conversation, he 
began, “Vince has asked me to call you 
and tell you what’s going on with regard 
to this review by Peat Marwick," and 
went on to tell the First Lady that the re­
view team’s reports were finding more 
than anyone expected. He said he would 
be in his office on Monday and would 
take "whatever action is necessary.”

“Harry says his people can run things 
better," the First Lady said, according 
to Watkins. She said she had been told 
chat it was a mistake to keep people held 
over from another Administration, and

s

i

By Sundayjiight, the preliminaxy_re- ing out his temporary plan for running

added, “We need to get those people out^ ing serious mismanagement, as had been ceived word that Billy Dale wanted to

Wc need our people in," Mrs. Clin-V, expected. Although the final writtenre- speak with him; when the two men did

V / 

5 j ♦?’ t **'•>?* V-

 as rwn days later. 
The quest for favorable news seemed

ton, denies saying this. Recently, she is-y port was not yet in, Watkins decided that speak, around 5 pm. Dale offered to re-
......i.. would fire the employees that week sign. Watkins put him off, and explained

direct that any particular action (Vince Foster later wrote that the pos- that he would be holdingTmeeting for 

J J T ’ , • sibility of waiting for the final report was 'w_ ’ "* T
lar comments about what should be not discussed.) The seven travel-office 

done ... e.g., that I thought the Travel staff members had still not been con- 
fronted with any accusations.

Watkins was already working on a ~ That night, May 16 th, Mack Me- tex of a bad spin? The Belgian-born hair 
strategy for keeping the travel office Larry had dinner with the President and stylist Christophe (who had been intro- ZL 
functioning once the staff was gone—an the Fust Lady. She had spoken to him a duced to Clinton bv the Thomasons'! had

staff’s work would be temporarily “out- Larry summarized the essence of the Los Angeles, triggering another round of 
sourced” to World Wide Travel, and the conversation in a handwritten note: unfavorable news stories. On Wednes- 
office would be run by Catherine Cor- “HRC pressure." ‘ ’ day, Watkins, citing the Prwldenfs efc-
nelius. (Additionally, Darnell Martens The next "morning, while Watkins ciency mandate, dismissed the seven em- 

vras in his office reviewing the Peat Mar- ployees of the White House travel office.

for Sun., if needed,” Martens faxed to talked about his dinner with the
Harry Thomason. “I can be at the White dent and the First Lady the night before, ’ . 
House to assist ‘C’ as needed to begin and said that the travel office was on the
operations.”) Foster, meanwhile, had First Lady's “radar screen." Watkins went , __
asked Thomason if he would benefit by to work on a memorandum for McLarty would be a good story were right in 
the new arrangement, and Thomason as- (which he dutifully cc'd to the First thinking that Billy Dale and his col- 
: r_. L_-----Id  —.. Lady), outlining the dismissals and lay- leagues had friends in the press. Dale had
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X* ‘n the !e,^’. *e trav®1* to Dw Dee ftfon, tfc p^ss it produced soon got out, and the r!-

cousin. (The relationship was revealed on j did, bur he couldn’t find Myers, who had
publicans clamored for a congressional
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nipulated the F.B.I. m order to provide become painful. When reporters inevita-

The F.B.I.’s involvement became part

 

.. sus-

Watkins’s belief that it would bolster the
■utv-- u > /> > ---- . CJ— jvjm uaxci-amcc worxeis, wno nan nor nan-White House s case for the firings and Collingwood, was summoned to a meet- jled the accounts—but had been tainted

I.
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Tm the Bluebird ofHappiness. Can I get your ex-wife's new address?”

X x

in retrospect a puzzling case of their
__   __________ . i • « »

Sr H7ho^nTi" ,o™!in "* “■ W«*“ sowing. Editoruta Xided, and Re-
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, riano-
poulos announced that five dismissed

to be 1
press—the White House line. The brief-

1

i
i
1
1
1
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romehow Obumed a copy of Catherine generate the great story about how Bill ing in the office of Geome Stephanopou-' 
aintonwdjminghouse.Innaliiy.of S (he WbiK House aJXnicX, 

the EB.L had become invglyed director. At the meeting, which Foster 
n , v< insistence. attended,thcWhiteHousccommunica-^’TR^ikt^?lart51SmCT0?,tCh" dons people asked if the F.B.I. couldn’t

ing maffers worse was the emerging pic- rules—but rhe intimation of a White 
ture that the White House may have ma- House-F.B.I. collaboration was about to 
nipulated the F.B.I. in order to provide become painful. When reporters inevita- 
C°''rL cp6 ^r!ngs' bfy began asking about the justification

I'

1

__________________

talking points highlighting key issues the final Peat Marwick report and “will to be responsive to the wishes of his “di- 

±SS.u{± 'p; m^.'wwd“d ,o her ?poT'

______________lhe press it produced soon got out, and the 
secretary, and sent another copy to Fos- suit, predictably, was disastrous. The 
ter. When Foster saw the reference to the “great story” had become another sign

■
s'! 

office story became deliciously dear—’the 
White House had sacked seven career

Watkins in which she proposed a reor- course, c._  .. ....
ganized travel office with herself at the only at Wifihm*femied/T insistence.

JJ*- ■r.irr 
r

(1

communications

attended, the White House communica-

wife, Lisa, couldn’t comprehend his rc- 
s ' ' ‘
especially since the firings weren’t his

for the firings, the White House and the kept telling him,

first press response the disaster personally: he had been in

action to what she saw as a minor dustup,

____ ^he 
it Foster—so deter- 

it thing—took

travel office, had instigated the firings,

propriate investigation." That was not ... The White House geared up for

remventrng-government project, ^id also action of firing the office workers, or even to fire Betta Came/s staff. Steph: 
mentioned an F.B.I. audit, reflecting of announcing that they were F.B.I.  .

-----  - ------------------- peers. 1 he Bureau s spokesman, John travel-office worker;, who had not han

as F.B.I. suspects—would be put on ad­
ministrative leave and that new 

.ment jobs would be found for them. And 
the White House announced that It 
would conduct its own thorough review 
of the lamentable blunder. The inquiry 
would be led by John Podesta, the White 
House staff secreraiy, and his assistant, 
Todd Stem, who were both lawyers. The 
First Lady’s involvement was an extremely 
sensitive issue in the White House, rais­
ing again the matter of the famous Clin­
ton “twoferism.” Like so many of the dis­
tresses vexing the Clintons, it would seem 

—----- ’jng case of theintr^
ing to cover up something that wasn’t re-\,r 

 ally much more than an embarrassment. 
Lven if Mrs. Clinton, believing that 
there was incompetence or worse in the

— —11X2x3 J 
what was she guilty of? Meddling? The 
feet is, though, that that was precisely the 

perception the White House wanted to 
avoid. Mrs. Clinton’s shared, though un-

AT °f P, j t S5 Wid 1 t'POTO about ,h' Or“ consequent of aU

di
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hopefully t 
whole thi:—Mary Kinzie

that the so-called New Democrat including even his barber’s appointment, 
st had ceded primacy to his wife’s but he did not mention the First Lady. x ag

“White House Travel Office Man-

tion, and, while it was only partly true, it seemed to be edging toward the issue of was a strikingly h; 
was powerfid nonetheless. (The conser- Mrs. Clinton by asking Foster if “any- management procc

t
1 

t

I
C

dence of Hillary Clinton’s sway.r . . . ■
happen. When his turn came to be in-

iflrsh criticism ofjthe

This was the past; a stroke of imagery stare- 
Frozcn, finished in suspension.

That girl so long ago walked, as they all did, shopgirls, 
Little cousins, and church friends, to the unflattering 
Hack of the hem just where the calf begins to swell, 
Felt ruchings of the bodice’s stiff panels
Gall the flesh beside the flattening ornate
Armature of underwear (like pads and straps 
For livestock, fretted by tooling and bright studs),
So she must yank her knees against
Pounds of rigid drapery in the storm of heat,

 Trailing through the pestering, gray heads
Of Queen Anne’s lace, wind ravelling
Her hair and sweeping through prolific
Jagged-bladed grass—a wind that pressed down 
There like God with both His hands, mashing the air, 
Darkening the hole where the dry mouth of the wood 
Yawned to drink the stumbling travellers already touched 
By the heavy sacs of rain that broke and ran 
In gouts down saturated pleats of serge ...

Here that girl ran last, so long ago, to be run through 
By one long lightning thread that entered, through 
A slender purple bruise, the creamy skin of her temple.

The instant that it happened, nobody remembered 
How she looked or spoke, so quickly had she blended 
With this evocation of her having been.

g
> p 

p

8

1
1

Watkins, the former Army officer, said, 
T fell on my sword*—a line he also used 
with Mack McLarty. In a note written 
at the time, Watkins mused, Ts the real 
story to be told?"

But Podesta was able to discern the 
First Lady’s involvement anyway—the 
fact that Watkins had cc’d Mrs. Clinton 
on his memo outlining the firings was a 
pretty good hint—and it was evident that 
the issue would have to be addressed. 
Podesta went to Foster for another ses­
sion. They met on June 30th in Foster’s 
office, and this time Foster, pressed, gave 
a grudging sketch of Mrs. Clinton’s role. 
He told of the two meetings he had had 
with her, in which she asked what was 
being done about the travel office, and, 
in a strikingly qualified concession, he 
admitted that “I may have had a few 
short, incidental, non-substantive discus­
sions subsequently* with the First Lady. 

Even at die outset of the inquiry, Stem 
sensed that Mrs. Clinton’s role might 
have been significant. In handwritten 
notes dated May 27th, he considered the 
problem facing him and his colleague: “If 
we do any kind of report icfail to address 
these qfuestionjs, press jumps on you 
wanting to know answers; while if you 
 give answers that aren’t fully honest (e.g., 
nothing re HRC) you risk hugely com­
pounding the problem by getting caught 
in half-truths. You run risk of turning 
this into a ’coverup.’" Stem noted almost 
hopefully that there was a chance that the 
whole thing would merely be blamed 
on incompetence, but he lamented that 

. >> jj»the press “will want to get to the bot- 
elected, power had come to be seen as a terviewed by Podesta and Stem, he told tom of it. It’s their nature.* He also

political liability. As Bill Clinton began them, “I assume many of the conversa- posed the possibility of simply telling the
to define his Presidency—with executive tions I had were privileged.” In the in- truth, “We need to think seriously about
orders protecting abortion rights and terview that followed, it is plain which whether or not it won’t be better to come
gays in the military, and with die selec- conversations Foster deemed privileged— clean, even to point of conceding that
don of a Cabinet that “looked like Amer- those he had with his “client* He gave HRC had some interest.”
ica,’ and so on—there was a growing the interviewers a chronology of events, .
sense l' 
centrist had ceded primacy to his wife’s but he did not mention the' First Lady. -L agement Review," issued by Po-'

liberal agenda. It was a partisan assunip- Toward the end of the session, Todd Stem desta just before the July 4th weekend,
tarah criticism of_the 

.—  -------------------- -  Clinton by asking Foster if “any- management process that had led to the
vative syndicated columnist Tony Snow one else* was “involved.” Foster cut Stem travel-office fixings. KennedyTComelius, 

soon picked up on the theme of Mrs. off with “I think that’s all I should say Eller, and Watkins were singled out for 
Clinton, unappointed and unelected, ex- aboutthat." • . .. Ari/ . reprimands, and the reviewers concluded
excising administrative power in the Watkins also tried,.though less deter- that “Thomason should Have avoided 
travel-office matter.) The last thing the minedly, to protect the First Lady. In his continued involvement in a matter... in 
Clintons needed was Travelgate as evi- session in Podesta’s office, he was asked which there was an appearance of finan-
dence of Hillary Clinton’s sway. if he had anything to say about Mrs. dal conflict of interest," and blamed “lax

Foster was determined not to let that Clinton, and he replied “No.” Later, Foe- procedures" for his “continued participa-
happen. When his turn came to be in- ter asked him about the interview, and tion’ and free-ranging influence. As it



■espond to a partisan probe trolled by Republicans, seized on the 
itter, he asked himself. How opening and went after Mrs. Clinton

.asking
the G..Watkins felt that he had done the bidding 

of his client, the First Lady, that he had

not

In a spiral notebook Foster laid out such action could include, if necessary

*Oght months after Foster’s death, an ' is what makes It the perfect emblem of 
-Lb official from the General Account- the distresses that haw visited the Cljn-i

January 3rd of this year, after it was dis- would you characterize your role in that rassment, and was exponentially magni- 
covered by the White House and re- decision?’ ■ r ‘ fied by a determined reluctance subse-

A 1 ■'ravelgate revealed to Harry and 
JL Linda Thomason the downside of

II

ily and his close friends knew that he was That statement served as Mrs. Clin-

statement. She stood by her answers to 
the G.A.O. but elaborated on them. She

the distresses that have visited the Cli 
tons from the start—the discovery oFlow 

^people. As

I

I

i
i

i

happened, Foster’s and Watkins's wives deeply worried about a congressional ton’s final word on the subject until the 
played tennis together on the day the re- hearing, but they couldn’t fathom the revelation of the Waxkins memorandum 
port came out, and when they heard the depth of his despair, and their efforts to made it plain that either Watkins had 
news Lisa Foster was astonished that lift it were unavailing. Foster seemed ob- lied—in a memo he never sent—or Mrs. 
Vince hadn't been one of those repri- sessed with the issue, urging that the Clin- Clinton had been less than forthcom- 
manded. He had accepted blame, and tons hire outside lawyers, and searching ing. The House Government Reform 
had'foUy expected to shoulder it. Wat- for legal representation for himself. How and Oversight Committee, now con-

II
a-O

Mrs. Clinton gave her response, in quently to own up. 
April of 1994, through a White House

leased to the House Government Re­
form and Oversight Committee.

Vince Foster, for his part, had reason lawyer, Neil Eggleston. “Mrs. Clinton 
to find comfort in the Podesta report. He does not know the origin of the derision 
had not been reprimanded, and, more tortmove the White House Travel Office First Friendship, and they exchanged 
important, the Fust Laxly had been men- employees,’ the response said.' “Mrs. their high-profile Washington presence 
fioned only in passing. However, he was Clinton was aware that Mr. Watkins was \for the relative calm of Hollywood. Har- 

not comforted; instead, he slipped into a undertaking a review of the situation in r/s role regarding the travel office had 
cripphng depression, seized by anxiety the Travel Office, but she had'no role in been prominently cited in the Podesta 
over what might still He ahead. His fam- the decision to terminate the employees." report, and had prompted new rules con- 
ily and his close friends knew that he was That statement served as Mrs. Clin- trolling White House access. Before

through—to “her insistence that the situ­
ation be resolved immediately by replac­
ing the Travel Office staff." He and
McLarty, he went on, “both knew there ing Office put the issue of Mrs. CEntoris i
would be hell to pay if, after our fidlure influence on the travel-office matter di- „
in the Secret Service situation eariier, we rectly to the First Lady “How would you with the cattle-futures windfall, or with 
failed to take swift and derisive action in describe and to whom would you at- the misbegotten Whitewater alliance 
conformity with the First Lady's wishes.” tribute the origin of the derision to re- with Jim McDougal, the travel-office 
The memorandum became public on move the Travel Office employees? How' affair began as a relatively petty embar-

kins, in contrast, was bitterly angry over would he respond to a partisan probe trolled by Repubhcans, seized on the
the report, which seemed to blame him into the matter, he asked himself. How opening and went after Mrs. Clinton
even for Hany Thomason’s role. When would he answer questions about Mrs. again, serving her with a twenty-$ix-
McLarty told him about the reprimand, CEnton’s involvement? question interrogatory about her role in
he sarcastically asked, “Does this mean I Foster was gripped by a deepening the travel-office firings and pointedly
don’t get to work in government anymore?” emotional illness, yet among the Chnton ..asking about her earlier statements to

t Watkins felt that he had done the bidding inner circle he alone seemed able to pic- the G.A.O. The questions carried an
/ of his client, the First Lady, that he had ture the circumstances with clarity. The ominous subtext—that knowingly giv-
/ protected her from exposure, and that his evidence suggests that it is likely that he ing false answers could be criminal.

! reward was a public rebuke. He stewed for gfimpsed in advance the scenario that did This time, Mrs. CEnton’s answers, on
I a time, and finally derided to put down in in fact occur—the ceaseless inquiries that March 21st of this year, came in a sworn

writing what he called “a soul cleansing, have placed David Watkins under inves-
carcfully detailing the surrounding cir- tigation and led to Hillary CEnton’s be-
cumstances and the pressures that de- ing hounded by congressional commit- contradicted Watkins’s account, denying
manded that action be taken immedi- tees. Indeed, in addition to hearings by . that she had told him to fire the travel
ately.” In it, using words he later came to the House Government Reform and staff, but conceded, in lawyerly phrasing,
regret, Watkins wrote, “It is my first at- Oversight Committee and Senator “Although I had no decision-making role
tempt to be sure the record is straight. Aifonse D’Amato’s special committee in- with regard to the removal of the Travel
something I have not done in previous vestigating Whitewater, four separate or- Office employees... I expressed my
conversations with investigators—where ganizations—the White House, the concern... that if there were fiscal mis-
I have been as protective and vague as F.B.I., the General Accounting Office, management in the Travel Office or in
possible." In the memo, Watkins also at- and the Department of Justice—have all any part of the White House it should
tempted to answer the offending findings produced detailed reports on Travclgate. be addressed promptly. I am sure I felt
of the Podesta report point by point, and T / ' - • - - ■-
recalled the Secret Service incident, not- the particulars of the case, and, whether and justified, appropriate personnel ac-
ing that “the First Lady in particular was he intended to do so or not, he sketched tions so that this Administration would
extremely upset with the delayed action the defense that the White House has not be blamed for condoning any exist-
in that case." He proceeded to draw a foEowed in regard to the First Lady; ing fiscal mismanagement problems.”
picture of her involvement in Travelgate, |A “Defend management derision, thereby As scandal, Travelgate lends itself to 

beginning with Hany Thomason’s con- m defend HRC role whatever it was in fact : die argument of Cunton supporters that 
versations and continuing all the way * Jor might have been misperceived to be." there is nothing to be got at there, no 

through—to “her insistence that the situ- blatant crimes or misdemeanors. But that
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KSarry, were all cat people. The dog people are in that boat over there.

leaving town, however, the Thomasons strictly defined, criminal embezzlement, 
' held forth in a series of interviews, in but he insisted upon a meemen in the

make clear foeir plea agreement Acknowledging that he

I

asylum,” and said that if well-meaning hours.

!

of the ntoney in his own sffi.it office with 'out peo-
checking account. That led to his indict- separation r Trtvelpate the ole ’ ‘Urge’ is not a word I commonly use.
^entin8^ on charges of embezele- sslknowyouhsve espen-

ment. Although Dale never denied put- White House J£,,_jtbcst cnced many times, the statement was re­

ting the travel-office money in his own turn as a senior  phrteJ out of context without my com-
account, he strenuously maintained that and m the sum , re to Aeir questions being
he was not a thief but merely a sloppy loo ng  J°kj , , ’ __ Catkins said he regretted the

As his legal bills mounted, he meanwhile, SwZ attempts to fie Mrs. Clinton in to the

r *
: V.,.

i

i

i

I

i
I

Office Building. Still he tarried, believ- 

"“’isiss SZSis."
ines. setting our sights testified that Billy ** . , ,lfi 4,at action be taken

business gain was I
for, “given our salaries, setting our sights 
on the White House travel office would 
be the financial equivalent of us taking

i

is pending.)
r-~ "■*

traumatic for Billy Dale, whose laxity in 
handling travel-office funds had included

a.-a"o -
dollar libel suit by the former C.E.O. of <

* - • ■ • tl 1

a corn.

which they meant to

0
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lar problem. He had been 
dutifully “protective and 
vague" in recounting his 
story to investigators. He 
had not gone public with 
his story—he hadn’t even 
sent his memo to McLarty 
although he had given a 
copy to Patsy Thomasson, 
in whose files the memo 
was eventually found). But 
Watkins’s protectiveness 
had its limits. In July of 
1993, Watkins sketched 

some elements of his story 
for F.B.I. agents who 
were investigating Billy 
Dale, and in December 
he mentioned the First 
Lady’s involvement in 
a session with inter­
viewers from the GjLO. 
while Neil Eggleston, the 
White House lawyer, was 

in attendance.
In January of 1994,

Watkins was moved out of the White 
House and back into the Old Executive

himself a'faithful member of the 

Then, on May 2nd, the General 

" * 1 its report on

  their questions being
he was not a thief but merely a sloppy i«™ »■ • r®- * >» "^nSZWatkins said he regretted the 

^r. As his lepl bills mounted, he meanwMe,edgmg to de Mrs. CUnton in to the
agreed to plead guilty to put p^Z4c"±a7^- Sa^ait, tended his notemanager.

funds in his own account, which is,1

■.'MJ: til 4 ffiipAd . . ;

■1/ •

which “she urged that action be taken to 
; ‘our people’ into the Travel Office.” 
her written responses to the G.A.O. s 

questions about that conversation, Mrs. 
Clinton said she did “not recall this con-

STwto' »"d -fadaotde’ in the 

decision to for the employees. The First 
Lady and Watkins had now issued con- 

to repair the damage. Perhaps hoping to 

Mrs. Clinton of his continuing

Travelgate, citing Watkins’s account of 
us. with the First Lady in

and the prosecution was unable to esjgb- whi

lish thatDrie had used anyrfl^Xravel get

^"^islemnademmd-Shede-- ,
dared Washington an “incestuous insane ffinafteTdeliberating forless ttwn two 

asylum,” and said that if well-meaning ho^ Cornelius was reassigned, Nation with the same level of detail as
people like them met with suchinhospi- Caffienne L-omeu .» thP
Si I -Mother Terra better my out of »th. White

mwL'And then fcylefcfThomMonhie J.now.B deputydmoor ^0^“
since been hit with an eighty-milhon- Watkins s.notes, she sal aictiin stories, and Watkins attempted

dollar libel suit by the former C.E.O. of could as er tc’ president to repair the damage. Perhaps hoping to
a company ac^sed of paying km&a^ aceMcLarty A t^hitc Mrs. Clinton of his continuing

to the ttavel office. A motion to dismiss M “S, tfiirs and is loyalty,he went, a -Dear W noteto

“‘riw^avelgate fallout was even more trendy wo.^ - pokdeal cotriril-

Car wilv Dale, whose laxity in tant in Texas. » \ ‘ _
For David Watkins, the travel-office viewers.-----rvauuns, viewers. “The G.A.0 erred in stating

long, untidy process of dwt IhX
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1
z I ^HE fact of Travelgate’s relative trivi- expressing his distress over Travelgate to 
± alityi made large in the hothouse of his family and friends, and, most point-
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blower, his credibility squeezed 
between the interests of the 
Clintons and the interests of 
those who would facilitate 
their undoing. He is, at bot­
tom, an advertising man who 
tried to please his client, and I 

in doing so he grossly dis­
served her. A more afele 
manager might have con­
tained the travel-office issue 
before it heated up into a 
frenzy’, a less self-serving aide 
would never have wntteh'the 
infamous “soul cleansing1* 
memorandum. Now he is 
stuck, irretrievably outside 
the Clinton circle yet subject 
to criminal punishment for •’ 
his attempts, however feeble, 
to demonstrate his loyalty. “I 
have really got into a lose- 
lose situation,’* he says. Tm 
looked upon as a guy who, 
instead of being standup and 
protective, is a whiner and
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witli a final declaration of loyalty: “I have wrote a cover-your-ass memo.... I want quotes, to denote its lesser importance
always knovm who my ‘client’ is." it to go away. You can’t believe what it beside the Clinton controversy of tangled

Shortly afterward, Watkins was forced costs'—in legal fees. “And this should finance and a long-ago land investment
to leave the Clinton circle, after another have been a nothing story." called Whitewater. But Foster himself had
incident that embarrassed the White • been quite clear on the subject, repeatedly
House: his use of a Presidential helicop- ' - ™ ..... .

ter to check out a country club (he was
Clinton’s unofficial golf adviser) near
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partisan Washington, lay at the core of edly, in his famous “suicide note." T made. 
\ the President’s retreat at Camp David, Vince Foster's despair. He even told his mistakes from ignorance, inexperiencej 

Maryland. wife, Lisa, that he meant to resign avet the and overwork," he wrote. “I did non
Nevertheless, for nine months Wat- issue, though the thought of returning to knowingly violate any law or standard off 

kins maintained his ties with the Clin- Arkansas in disgrace deeply offended his conduct. No one in the White House, teft 

tons. He was paid a consulting fee of high sense of honor. On the last weekend my knowledge, violated any law or stan- 
thrcc thousand dollars a month by the of his life, he took a short vacation with dard of conduct, including any action in 
Clinton-Gore campaign to help settle its Lisa to Maryland’s Eastern Shore, where the travel office. There was no intent to ' 

financial accounts. In the summer of they ran into Webster Hubbell, Foster's benefit any individual or specific group.
1994, Warkins took a job in investor best friend- Hubbell thought that the out- The press is covering up the illegal bene- 
relations with Calloway Golf, and last ing did Foster some good—that he’d ac- - *k- *—~1
fail he and his wife returned to Wash- tually managed to get his mind off Trav-
ington. and he is scouting new business elgate—but one of the first things he did House Judiciary Committee drat was so
acquisitions for a direct-marketing firm when he and Lisa got home on Sunday worrying Foster in the last days of his life
there. After his memo became public and night, July 18th, was to telephone the never took place; it was killed by the Dem-
Watkins was questioned again, this time Denver attorney Jim Lyons, whose assis- ocratic majority that then ruled Congress,
by the House Government Reform and tance Foster had urgently sought for the But Foster knew that in the feral culture
Oversight Committee, he again assumed congressional investigation that he was of politics the issue would not go away,
his “protective and vague” posture. The certain would come. They talked about and he said so to Hubbell. It turned out,
apparent contradictions between his pub- the travel office for half an hour. of course, that Foster was right. There
lie and private statements annoyed Re- Many people have found it difficult to would be investigations, and the hound­
publican inquisitors and prompted the believe that something as banal as the ing would never end. On July 20, 1993,
Whitewater independent counsel, Ken- White House travel office could have after eating lunch at his desk, Foster

> neth W. Starr, to investigate Watkins played the central role in the high drama .. slung his suit jacket over his shoulder, got
1 for possible false statement Now, there- of a top aide’s suicide. The event itself into his car in the White House park-

v fore, Watkins finds himself in the unten- came to be referred to as a “scandal," in ing lot, and drove to Fort Marcy Park. ♦
able role of unwilling whisde-

f

*

fits they received from the travel staff," 7 
The particular investigation by the


