





























THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
Scp‘.:moer 4. 1999

LABOR DAY/SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION EVENT

DATE: September 6, 1999

TIME: 1:15-3:00pm

LOCATION: Coleman Place Elementary School
Norfolk, Virginia

FROM: Gene Sperling
Karen Tromantano

I PURPOSE

To issue a challenge to Congress to invest in education for our children as we move into the 21* century and
to highlight the urgent need to invest in school construction and modemization. Another purpose of this
Labor Day event is to highlight the commitment of the Labor Movement to address the nation’s school
construction needs. School Construction is the Labor Day theme for the Labor Movement, and they have
organized events around the country to highlight the issue.

Il BACKGROUND

In your State of the Union, you asked Congress for help to rebuild or modemnize over 5,000 schools in our
communities. Your speech today will highlight your School Modernization Bond proposal which provides
$24.8 billion over 2 years to repair and renovate up to 6,000 schools. This new type of bond would provide
interest free financing to help state and local governments pay for school construction and renovation.
Instead of paying the interest and the principal on school construction bonds, the issuer would only be
responsible for repaying the principal. The federal government would provide tax credits to the bondholders
in lieu of interest payments.

The Administration’s proposal would support nearly $25 billion in bonds over the next two years to help
states and districts build and modemize up to 6,000 public schools. Your proposal has an estimated cost of
$3.7 billion over five years, and is fully paid for in your budget. The Republican alternative (arbitrage), as
you know, is part of the Republican tax cut proposal, and is woefully inadequate to address the need. The
Republican proposal could cause delays in construction and encourage risky investment of taxpayer funds.

The conditions of our schools continue to get more serious the longer we wait. A recent issue brief prepared

by the NCES reported that: the average public school in America is 42 years old, and school buildings begin
rapid deterioration after 40 years. In Virginia, enrollment has increased by 14.9% over the last decade.

From 1999 to 2009 projected state enrollment in elementary and secondary schools is expected to increase by
another 18.000 students (1.6%). In a 1995-96 School Facility Status Survey, the Commonwealth of Virginia
Department of Education reported a $6.3 billion unmet school modemnization need.

Coleman Place Elementary School in Norfolk, VA: Built in 1924, the school will celebrate its 75*
anniversary in January. The school is about a quarter mile long, contains 37 classrooms (including 10
mobile units), and approximately 800 students (PreK-5). Coleman is a full Title I School. This year,
approximately 70-80% of the kids are eligible for free and reduced lunch. The ethnic makeup of the school




is: 80% African American, 19% Caucasian and 1% Asian. Through the years, the school has been expanded
with piecemeal additions. The most significant recent construction took place 15 years ago to replace a
section of the school that had burmed down. That section is the most popular location; students and teachers
refer to it as the Hilton.

Construction and Modernization Needs: The most significant problem is overcrowding. There are 10
mobile classrooms behind the school: (4) 5* Grade classrooms, (2) 4™ Grade. (2) 1* Grade, (1) EMR. and (2)
LD (one mobile classroom is used for two half-day classes). The mobile classrooms are not connected to the
school’s mainframe computer (although they do have some stand-alone technology). The mobile classrooms
also force students to have to go outside (regardless of the weather) in order to have lunch in the cafeteria or
to use the bathrooms in the school building. In addition to the mobile classrooms, the school has been forced
to use storage areas as teaching areas for reading and speech tutoring, as well as guidance counseling.
Overcrowding has forced the music and art teachers to go around the school with carts, rather than have their
own classrooms. [n addition to the need for more space, the old school building needs repairs. The old
large size windows, in particular, are falling out and need to be replaced, or at least repaired. The school also
needs to be repainted.

Note: The Navel Air Station has adopted the school and periodically volunteers perform some work at the
school. In addition, members of the Building and Construction Trades unions have been volunteering to
make repairs at the school.

Senator Robb’s School Construction Efforts: Senator Robb has been a champion on the School
Construction issue. Senator Robb, along with Senator Conrad, offered your school construction proposal as
a substitute amendment, when the Senate Finance committee (and later the full Senate) considered the
Coverdale Education Account legislation. Senator Robb has also introduced his own school construction
bill, which includes your proposal, and adds other school construction finance mechanisms, such as arbitrage
extension, and private activity bonds. Senator Robb refers to the bill as a cafeteria plan for addressing school
construction needs.

III. PARTICIPANTS

Norfolk Mayor Paul Fraim

Representative Bobby Scott

Senator Chuck Robb

Secretary Riley

John Sweeney, AFL-CIO President

Robert A. Georgine, BCTD President

Sandra Feldman, AFT President

Robert Chase, NEA President

Marian Flickinger, President Norfolk Federation of Teachers
Jerry Hufton, President Hampton Roads BCTC

IV. SEQUENCE OF EVENTS

WALK BY PORTABLE CLASSROOMS: Upon amival, YOU will walk by the portable classrooms.



This will be done in two groups. YOU will be lead by a Le'Shia Jamison (a student at Coleman), Principal
Jeanne Tomlinson, Superintendent John O. Simpson, and accompanied by Senator Robb, Representative
Scott, the Mayor and local labor leaders: Marian Flickinger, President of the Norfolk Federation of Teachers
(she attended Coleman Place Elementary School for 1* through 6™ grades), and Jerry Hufton. Hampton
Roads Building and Construction Trades Council President. The second group will include Secretary Riley,
President Sweeney, President Georgine (BCTD), President Feldman (AFT), and President Chase (NEA).

VOLUNTEER WORK: After walking by the portable classrooms. YOU will proceed to classrooms where
volunteers are working. YOU will first stop by one classroom to say hello to the union volunteers doing
repairs on the classroom. YOU will then go to another classroom and do some repair work on a shelf. YOU
will work for about 20 minutes.

SPEAKING PROGRAM: After the work, there will be a speaking program. The banner behind the stage
will read: BUILDING AMERICA'S FUTURE, Repairing and Modemizing Our Schools. The speaking
program includes:

Mayor Paul Fraim
Superintendent John O. Simpson
President John Sweeney
Representative Bobby Scott
Senator Robb

Le'Shia Jamison (student), and
YOU

Also on stage will be, AFT President Feldman, NEA President Chase, BCTD President Georgine, and
Secretary Riley. The local labor leaders will be in the front row.

YOUR speech will have a labor day/school construction theme, with a strong attack on the Republican
budget and tax plans and their impact on education.

V. PRESS COVERAGE
Pool: for walk by portable classrooms
Closed: for stop at first classroom
Pool: for the classroom YOU work in.
Open: for speaking program

V. REMARKS

To be provided by speechwriting.








































































































































































































































































































































































