



































































































































































































































MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM: CRAIG T. SMITH
DATE: MARCH 12, 1999
RE: ARKANSAS POLITICAL BRIEFING

gy Mae 11 evdiday

PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION RESULTS

1996 1992

Clinton S4% 475.17] Clinton 53% 305,823
Dole 37% 325416 Bush 35% 337,323
Perot 8% 69,884 Perot 10%% 99,132

Clinton/Gore had a smaller margin over Dole/Kemp (+17) than over Bush/Quayle (+18) in 1992.

In addiuon, Perot support dropped by nearly 2% since 1992.

1992 1996

Toral Voie 950,653 871,864
Voting Age Populauon (VAP) 1,746,000 1,834,000
% of VAP rummout 54% 48%
CONSTITUIONAL OFFICERS
Senator Tim Hutwchinson (R) Senator Blanche Lamben-Lincoln (D)
Representative Marion Berry (D-01) Representative Vic Snyder (D-02)
Represemative Asa Hutchinson (R-03) Representanive Jay Dickey (R-04)
POLITICAL DATA
Govermor: Mike Huckabee (R)
Lt. Governor: Winthrop Rockefeller (R)
US Senate: Blanch Lambert-Lincoln

Tim Hurchinson (R)
Sccretary of State: Sharon Priest (D)
Auorney General: Mark Pryor (D)
State Treasurer: Jimmy Lou Fisher (D)

State Auditor: Gus Wingfield (D)
Land Commassioner: Charlie Daniel (D)

State Senate, 35 (29D-6R)
State House of Representarives, 100 (75D-24R)

1998 SENATE RACE
Although Senator Dale Bumpers (D) did not seek reelection, his seat remained safely in
Democratic hands. Former Rep. Blanche Lambert-Lincoln (D) easily defeated Anorney General

L———- —- - -———



Winston Bryant (D) by 26 points (65% to 27%) in the Democratic primary.

Lamberi-Lincoln, who was first elected to the First Congressional District in 1992, did not seek
reelaction in 1996 because she was enrtering motherhood. She developed a DLC-like moderate
voting record, opposing the Brady bill but voting in favor of the assault weapons ban, tederally-
funded abortions, the balanced budget amendment, NAFTA, and GATT.

Lambert-Lincoln defeared state Senator Fay Boozman (R) in the general election by thirteen
points (56%-43%). Boozman, a doctor specializing in ophthamology, was endorsed by Senator
Hurchinson (R). Like Lambert-Lincoln, he enjoyed a decisive victory in the Republican primary
He was elected to the state Senate in 1994, detearing a Democraric incumbent who outspent him
five to one. Boozman boasted of his part in passing a bill to ban partial-birth abortions and
legislanion that would have ended the retirement program for state legislators. He made
education his biggest issue.

Both the candidates ran biographical advertisements, highlighting their experiences in
Washington, personal pasts, and voting records. Boozman’s name was not as recognizable as

Lambert-Lincoln’s, and he did not possess the spirited skill to whip a crowd into a frenzy that she
did.

1998 GOVERNOR'’S RACE

Governor Mike Huckabee (R) was reelected, easily defeating anomey and 1996 US Senatorial
candidate Bill Bristow (D) by twenty-one points (60%-39%). Bristow ran unopposed in the
Democratic pnmary, and Huckabee soundly defeated Gene McVay (R) in the Republican
primary.

Huckabee enjoyed a large lead in the polls throughout this campaign. in his TV advertisements,
Bristow criticized Huckabee for an alleged emphasis on building tourism jobs over expanding
the state’s manufacturing base. Huckabee disputed these advertisernents by empahasizing that
tourism and the jobs associated with the industry are very important to the state.

1998 HOUSE RACE

Second Congressional District

Freshman Rep. Vic Snyder (D) defeated state Senator Phil Wyrick (R) in the general election by
sixteen points (58%-42%). Snyder, a former state Senator, was elected by only a 4% margin in
1996 and was considered quite vulnerable in his reelection bid.

Snyder was thought to be quite vulnerable 1o Republican attacks on his socially liberal voting
record Many believed that it Snyder had compiled a more moderate voting record, such as
former Congressman Ray Thomton’s, he would not have been as vulnerable as he was.

Wyrick switched parties in 1996, winning the special election to replace Snyder in the state

Senate. With a base in the Democranc-leaning Pulaski County (which holds 60% of the district’s
population), he had the potential to make political inroads. He also had the advantage of running
under Governor Huckabee (R), who is popular among Arkansans, winning his reelection bid by a













































































































































