







































































INTERVIEW WITH WALTER CRONKITE AND MILES O’BRIEN FOR CNN

This live, 10-minute interview, will give you an opportunity to discuss Sen. Glenn’s historic
voyage and the future of the U.S. space program with Walter Cronkite, one of the most respected
broadcasters in television history. The segment will also give you a chance to highlight your
administration’s strong space exploration accomplishments.

CNN plans comprehensive, wall-to-wall coverage of John Glenn’s return to space, beginning at
1:00 p.m. on Thursday, October 29. CNN will air a series of expert interviews and reporter live
shots leading up to the shuttle’s scheduled 2:00 p.m. launch. Live coverage will continue until
approximately 2:30 p.m.. Your interview is scheduled for 1:10 p.m.. CNN’s coverage will be
co-anchored by Miles O’Brien and Walter Cronkite. Mr. Cronkite will be doing the majority of
questioning during your interview.

Thursday will be Mr. Cronkite’s first live broadcast from Cape Canaveral since the very first
shuttle launch. In recent interviews, Cronkite has said that he hopes Sen. Glenn’s trip will help
highlight NASA’s successful string of shuttle launches, a record he says has been given very
little attention by the news media. He has also said that the voyage will boost the morale of
Americans, reminding many of “what America can accomplish”.

The interview will be done via remote. Mr. Cronkite and Mr. O’Brien will be located at the
CNN broadcast booth, while you will seated on the roof of the Launch Command Center. There
will be a 15-minute briefing prior to the interview.

The questions will be strictly limited to the topics of Sen. Glenn’s trip and the U.S. space
program. If however there is a breaking news story, CNN would like the option of asking one,
pre-approved question related to the news issue.

Possible questions and corresponding answers:
Are you the first President to witness a launch?

No. According to NASA, President Nixon was present for the launch of the second mission to
land astronauts on the moon, Apollo 12 in November 1969.

Are there any concerns regarding Shuttle safety because the President and. First Lady will
be there for the launch?

The Administration feels very strongly that the safety of the Space Shuttle program is extremely
important and must remain the number one priority for operation and maintenance of the Space
Shuttle system. The President and First Lady would not be attending the launch if there were
any concerns whatsoever regarding disruptions or pressure that could lead to safety concerns.



The NASA Administrator has assured us that having the President and First Lady at the launch
site will not affect NASA’s focus on ensuring a safe launch. Safety is and always has been
NASA'’s highest priority. For that reason, the highly professional launch team works in facilities
designed specifically for them to perforin launch operations without distractions. NASA has
assured us that they would never do anything that would compromise launch safety under any
circumstances.

Are there any safety concerns because of the time that has elapsed since the last Shuttle
launch?

NASA developed a practice schedule to keep their team fresh. NASA also conducted an
exhaustive Flight Readiness Review on October 13 at Kennedy Space Center, including
representatives of the Aerospace Safety Advisory Panel. All concerns, including the relatively
long interval between launches, were discussed in detail . Following those presentations, all
participants presented their signed certificates of flight readiness verifying their readiness to
safely conduct the launch of STS-95 on October 29. [ would have to defer to NASA for more
details. However, [ would like to reiterate that the Administration feels very strongly that the
safety of the Space Shuttle program is of the utmost importance and must remain the number one
priority for the operation and maintenance of the Space Shuttle system.

Is there really scientific value in John Glenn’s mission, or is he really just going for a
joyride?

John Glenn will be participating in scientific experiments designed to help understand the
changes in sleep that are associated with the aging process. NASA hopes these observations may
lead to better understanding of how to treat people on earth who suffer from sleep disorders.
NASA has never before studied the sleep patterns of a 77-year-old, and this will provide
important insights into how the sleep patterns of an elderly individual change during space flight
and how those changes differ from those of a younger astronaut.

Some critics have said that including John Glenn on this mission is really just a pay-off for
all the support he provided to the Administration. Is this really something that fits into
NASA’s mission or is it just a reward for John?

First, let me say that the White House--including me--does not decide who flies and who does
not fly on the Space Shuttle, including John Glenn. Like every Shuttle flight, this is a decision
that NASA Administrator Dan Goldin made. This is the way it has to be, to make sure that all
the right safety and technical factors can be addressed.

In terms of how it fits in with NASA’s mission, I think John has been working with NASA for
over two years on what the requirements would be for this flight and the types of science
experiments they would conduct. The information they will get from this mission will fill in
another data point in helping us to understand the effects of spaceflight on the human body. In
this case, we get the added advantage of getting new information we haven’t had before: the
effects on someone of John’s age. Also, [ think there is a tremendous value in what John’s
































































































Homestead Air Force Base

The Administration is continuing to work with Mayor Penelas’ staff to expedite the Supplemental
Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS) for the proposed transfer of Homestead Air Force Base to
Dade County. The Air Force is evaluating Dade County’'s plan for a limited commercial airport,
which has received state approval. Environmental groups strongly oppose the airport because of
concerns about possible effects on nearby Biscayne and Everglades National Parks.

If asked about the issue. you should say that the Administration remains committed to working with

Dade County to accomplish this transfer as expeditiously as possible while protecting the national
parks.
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Deutsch Reception 10/29

Acknowledge: Sen. Graham; Reps,
Hastings, Wexler and wife Laurie; Attorney

General Butterworth and wife Marta Prado;
Insurance Comm. Bill Nelson; State Sen.
Darryl Jones; Mayor Fekete (Pembroke
Pines); Mitch Ceaser (State Dem Party
Chair); Arthur & “Billie” Deutsch (Peter’s
parents); Lori Deutsch (Peter’s wife)

* I’m glad to be here today to support Peter
Deutsch for Congress -- to keep fighting for
FL

o Deutsch is is a fighter and a leader -- and a
good friend of the Adminstration.

Deutsch js committed to:
. Balancing the Budget

. Improving Education
. Health Care Reform
. Environment - saving FL Everglades

. Mid East Peace

e Election in S Days

*5 Yayrs ago: New Dir, old values:
opp/resp/comm. Ec, Env, Edu, Welf, Cr, For.

e Results: BB-Oct.|; 25-Cr; 28-unempl; 29-
Welf; 29-BB; 32-Infl; record home
ownership. College opp: Hope $1,500, Pell,

work-study. Child health: 5M, highest
immunization. Env: fewer toxic dumps;

Service: 100K, Amcorp; AmReads. FMLA:
helped millions past 5 yrs

* Mid East Peace/ Summit at Wye River

e Democrats Win on the Budget:
What we achieved:

1. Saved surplus for SS

2. 100K tchrs./ class size = 18

3. IMF

4. Enviro - clean water initiative

5. Relief for farmers/ ranchers
What we must do:

1. Save SS#1 - electing the congress

that will decide how

2. Schools construction, SK schools

3. PBOR

4. Min Wage

S Taobacco















































































































































