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Prisoner of Peru

ark and Rhoda Berenson of

Manhactan have ocen marmed

for 23 years. They re bath
reered collexe proteasnrs—he trom
stanstics at Baruch and she trom physlc.s
at Nassau Community. Therr whale lives
ue Wnppeu araund Reruviap polrtcy.
Ao Fujinon’s oneman cunatf election
ks auraged the wanid but the Berenwors’
atemon is rivewd an omie person. thar
30yearld aughte. Lort who is serving
a life sencance in & sulitary ;ail

Last anntcr. Funmarnt’s oval Aldjandro
Taledo. cxrre to New York and made Lon
Brronson 3 cogaign isue. He proasuacg
that he would ook iato her case. She is in
the fowth year of her sentence. Only a
covaxrdian would say she had due prace<s
in 2 Peryvian milrary court, where she
was {ound guilty of “aggravated
tzTonem” by hoaded judges. Toledo. who
refused to pardcmata in the electon
bouse of the absance af ant-&aud
aeasurea said that be would “personaily
inteview” the former MIT student who
axyn she was set U by the Peruvian seaet
palice.

Trronam is in BTy what comnunism
used %o be m our polites. {tis Rdicacsve,
Puimori called Lon Boenson 3 “ciminal”
and charyed Toledo with being *soft an
Tanagy” Taledo backed off, mumbiing
about having becn misundersiood ar

resguated.

The Berensons have no ides whether a
Tledo victory would have meant the
rekase af thair dangbeer from hicr
wigdowless cell in Arcqupa. All they
naow s that Lon, a freelanie witer. was
pickrd up on a bus in Lima by secanty
agEmnts. aken O & ETTON safe house and
trom there W a secet muliary ccurt
where her bwyey could neither call aor
CuUB-eIAmine wiloeases.

She was in 2 tod way at her aiar She
had been in a cell far 39 days in the wame
dothen she was weanng when anested.
Her llmare was 2 woman who was
slowdy bleeding to death from wounds
sudfercd in Ue police raid on the terronst
sate houae, Exhaxrd, lerrified and
furimus, she wok die stand and attacksd
the jusnce system in ferw She raged, U it
is & aime © warry about Ure subhuman
anditiona 1n which the majonty of this
population bves, then | will aooept mry

puanhaenl

T videotape of the “gringa terronst”
0 a a2aple of the Peruvian poli€cal diet

They'«e made het 2 monster.” cayn
Rhods Berenaon sadly.

Her cell has no running waeer. ar
elearic it She lcrpaon 3 patcexn an
the Joor and i alk»evd out for two hour

aday. The U.S. Embassy visats “reguiarty,”
which the Brrensons 83y means Gve Ames
3 year.

Rbada and Mask Berenson gxve up
thesr jobs so Whey could spend ame uving
w© help Weir daughter. They lobby
Conges and e Sate Orparanenc
arailate peobons and umite letem
About every two weels, they make the
wearying 8.dD-mile round T m 9ee Aet.
Srmgng raxding matenal—which ows
be 0 Spansh—acd faod and warms
ciothes—the dimate is hassh. Theyan't
s her or wucd here hand. They vise
through 3 double mesh ware, Afer thair
1Shour jouseey, Uvey get an haur ach
wath her. Lori who is apmarently qute
sociable, an spexk o only two other
praoaers. both Shining Path women with
‘wham she does no? comzTUNIG L, Well
since she 1s opoxxed to all (orms of
violence.

Why hasn'’t the adsninistraton guace
rmare of a fuss aborut Lani Bereneen?
Clinlom adminisration offiGals say they
naist she should be given a fir tnal But
quirt diplocnacy has been the ruie,
spratly beause Romenisa
muchuceded ally i the drug war. He
Nuakxrd dernocracy last weckemd, but he
has reduced the coca crop by 50 pereent

Ngrroarn is anotionally wvalved 10
Lerrerism—hs own Aamily membery were
unalved when the Japanrse ambassy in
Limz was roded by terroniss 1 1996,
And Ae may have the prevalang Lagn
American leahing of Yankee wcuvists.
pardcularly women Four Amenan
churchwomen were raped and killed by
Salvadoran soidiers in 138D for

Lani went to Prru 0 write Iamios showt
the wretchedness and injasdcr of
Peruvian lives for two icftwing
ma@zne. She peat severyl youny in
Niaragua with e Jemuo and oher
dnudi groups working with Salvadornan

R:u.CarulynMabnty(DNY) who
lexds Lan's ause, visited hey conamuant
gﬂmmlm “11dzd hev.” she mys.

struck e a9 a very comerned young
wagan " Her “crime” oy have beeg
ugwarinezs Her interviews with Shining
Path terrorists lookexd Like pio®ing to
paranaid Peruvan authonites

Caratyn Maloney chinks tre presdent
shauld Unveke 3 prowision in e US. oode

umprixmcd abraad. She winks the State

¢ should &c “mere sugportive.”

“!latxme(ou.b;tarl!ocnuzhomew
her parcnia,” she aays.
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~-.._aftairs, for example regarding the Kurdish issue.

d) After the inspectors arc allowed to complete their tasks and Iraq has
shown good will toward the United States, the United States would
agree to authorize civilian and commercial airtines to operate and
open the country to the rets of the werld .

g) Given ths enormous need to rebuild the infrastructure of a war-
raveged nation, and the size of the infrastructire Contracts involved,
Iraq would gusrantee the United States more than 815 billion worth
of contracts, providing the United States authorizes American
companies to do buisness in Iraq Comparies such as Boeing,
Bechtel, and cil industry, pharmaceutical and food companies
would potentially bencflr, by being garantced thesc very significan:
contracts, which in tum could provide additionnal jobs (o yous
nation's work force. We must not forget the benefits to the United
States in having its foot in [raq, helping to maintain a balance in
Urited States-Iragi relations. These eceonomic relationships will
remain and become stronger, thus providing great incentive fur all
panies to inaintain strong and belanced relations and 1o maintain
peacc 2nd stability in the region .Furthermaore, large American
interests in Irag can provide incentives that will boost American
pcpular opinion.

When the United States is satsficd that Iraq has shown good will
and is moving fonwerd in 2 positive direction, the United States
could help by postponing the required payment of war dameges of
the past years 10 a later tine, so that lraq may use this meney for
infrastructure investment.

g) The United States would give its word that, providing Iraq henors
all agreements, the embargo would be lifted against iraq.

ln the interest of rebuilding a nation and equally importantly, of rebuilding trust
between the Uxited States and Irag and the rest of the world, i.submit to you, Mr
President, this proposal in good faith. [ believe that the United States under your
leadership will be able to find a lasting solution for peace and fer itnproved
understanding betwcen these nations, by focusing on your tutual interets and
potential areas of interdependence which provide incentives for maintzining peace
and stability. 3

Hoping that this propcsa! addresscs the major soncerns and interests of the
parties involved, and recogaizing thet time is of the essence, [ would like ta make
myself svailabie 1o you to discuss all additional issues that may necd to be 34cressed

Very wraly yours,

% Allar ;gdnl;'ﬁ?‘ 3




























































































































































