





e [ also understand that sixty-one Senators have now signed a letter to vou asking that this bill
be brought up on the floor. This could result in enough pressure to allow the Senate to take
up the Energy Committee bill.

 If not. how do we work with both the authorizers and the appropriators to ensure that we
can attach someformof a CARA package to a conference report?

Background on New Markets:

The Finance Committee is scheduled to markup a Committee mark of the tax provisions ot vour
New Markets initiative and the Republican Community Renewal Act. Although our primarv
objective is to get the bill through committee and the Senate floor in order to have a bill to
conference with the House-passed bill, we do have a couple of problems with the Chairman’s
mark: (1) it cuts the value of the New Markets Tax Credit by about half: (2) 1t does not address
funding for Round [I Empowerment Zones: and (3) it combines the new EZs and the new
Renewal Communities into thirty new “Renewal Zones” (although these renewal zones will be
quite rich (no capital gains and a 15 percent wage credit), there is a certain pride of authorship
involved.  The Chairman’s mark., however. appears to give us what we want on the Low-
Income Housing Tax Credit and the DC tax incentives.

Senator Lott is likely to ask you to work with Senate Democrats to keep all “non-relevant”
amendments off of the bill. He is loathe to take up a bill which some of his Members oppose and
also face Democratic message amendments such as prescription drugs.

Talking Points:

o [ think that the Finance Committee marking up a Committee version of the bill is a positive
step. [ would, of course, hope that as we can fix some of the issues we have with the
Committee version.

e [ am eager to hear your plans for moving the bill. What do you see as the next step atter the
Committee markup? It seems to me that the majority of the real work on this measure will
have to be completed in conference, but we need to have a plan for getting us to that step.

e  With the legislative schedule winding down — and the fact that Members may view this bill
as a Christmas tree — is there anyway we can fold this into another piece of legislation?
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ocol in the expression of this letter, but it comes straight

sire to make you aware of not only an incredible group of
dancers but also of the rear kies vernw e Jlent. During the course of your Presidency, the San
Luis Jazz Dancers have proudly and selflessly represented the United States and your administration
as Good Will Ambassadors of Dance and Diplomacy in Spain, China and most recently, and
sometimes under very difficult circumstances, in Cuba. They have performed before the heads of
state and the peoples of those countries. Representing the best of America. The Cuban invitation
made these American dancers the first since 1957 to be invited to perform in that country. The
invitation was extended directly by Castro based on the upon the strength and reputation of their
previous performances. ‘

L ]

We have been working with Ms. Mickey Mailey and the White House Social Office trying to arrange a
date for you to witness the incredible, high energy performance shared with other nations of the

world, These kids want more than anything to perform for you, their President, the show they have
done worldwide. [t looked, for a while, that we might be visiting you at the White House upon our 4
return from Cuba, in fact, she had tried to meet us at LAX on our flight out to Cuba on August 12th.

But due to scheduling problems and the busy, hectic schedules since we have been unable to
schedule.

Sir, these performers deserve to be seen and congratulated by you, and you deserve to witness for
yourself some of America’s best and brightest talents and genuinely great kids (ages 10-28). [ know
one word from you would topple any barriers to making this happen while you are still in office.

Please don't mis$ the opportunity to acknowledge these dancing diplomats. They stand ready to go
anywhere, whenever you want. You can make this happen. They deserve it, you deserve it.

Sincerely, ﬁ 2 :
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September 15, 2000 i

MR. JUSTIN COOPER

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Justin:

| spoke with you briefly on the phone the other day. On the advice of Mickey Mailey,
Scheduling Secretary for Mrs. Clinton, | am sending directly to Ms. Currie, through you, the
story of the San Luis Jazz Dancers. For the third time this group of intefnationally known
dancers have been chosen to represent the United States and the White House as Good Will
Ambassadors of Dance and Diplomacy. They have appeared in Spain, China and most
recently were the first American Dancers invited to perform in Cuba since 1957, an invitation
extended directly from Fidel Castro based on the strength and reputation of their prewous
performances. .

Justin, | am trusting you to pass this information along to Ms. Currie and President Clinton. |
deliberately left things open for you to view personally. We have been in talks with Ms. Mailey
and the Social Office to bring these incredible kids to perform at the White House for President
Clinton. They have been his personal representatives at the above appearances and their
fondest wish to to perform for the President they have represented worldwide.

There has been difficulty fitting into the President’s schedule during this busy and hectic time
and while that is completely understandable, we would regret any nissed opportunity to
perform the show for him that other heads of states have been “bowled over” by. And from
what we know of Mr. Clinton he would also be most regretful of missing the opportunity to see
and congratulate these wonderful kids who have so proudly stood for all that is right with
America.

THANK YOU for your assistance with this matter. The tapes are a collection of the different
news reports on this trip, including the intemationally broadcast CNN Havana Bureau
segment. | hope to hear from you or Ms. Currie in the very near future. These kids are ready
to appear wherever and whenever. Again, many THANKS.

Sincerely,

%,
fona it Meza | W ////5771/?/ /@y 74
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MS BETTY CURRIE
Secretary to Presigent Clinton
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Ms. Currie:
R
It has become my passion to introduce to President Clinton the San Luis Jazz Dancers. These amazing
and incredibly talented kids (from age 10-28) have gained an international reputation for their
professionalism and diplomacy as Good Will Ambassadors of Dance representing Mr. Clinton and the
United States and dancing for all the heads of states in Spain, China and mostrecently in Cuba. They
were the first American dancers invited to perform thefe since 1957, an invitation extended personally by
Fidel Castro based upon the strength and reputation of their previous performances. Attached is the
history of this remarkable group. The tape provided are media excerpts of the Cuban trip including the
CNN coverage that was broadcast worldwide. The tape is only 15 minutes long. | invite you to view and
delight in these fantastic dancers and this high energy show before passing it along to the President.

Please forgive any lack of protocol in sending this material directly to you for the President. We have
been speaking with Mickey Mailey, Mrs. Clinton's scheduling secretary, and also the White House
Social Office. For a while it looked as though we would perform at the White House immediately
following the completion of our trip to Cuba. Ms. Mailey even tried to meet with us at LAX on our
outward bound flight to Cuba. But because of the convention and subsequent busy and hectic
_schedules it has been most difficult to pln down a date.

L}
The $an Luis Jazz Dancers’ fondest dream is to perform this show for the man they have so proudly
represented, as all three of their tours came under his administration. While they truly wish to perform at
the White House, they are prepared to go wherever and whenever the opportunity presents itself.

LN

I have left open my letter, for your perusal, to President Clinton, my personal plega if you will, to try to
make this performance happen. THANK YOU for any assistance you might render in this endeavor. |
cannot help but to know in my heart that if Mr. Clinton makes the opportunity to see how these
Americans have represented the United States throughout the world that he will add them with pride as

diplomatic accomplishments to his presidency. THANK YOou again. | look forward to hearing from you

soon.
S

Sincerely,
f et

llona ;lill Mez
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How did the San Luis Jazz Dancers
get this incredible opportunity?

It started in 1997; The San Luis Jazz Dancers were invited by the Spanish Embassy to represent the
United States at the International Festival de Danza in Barcelona. The invitation came after a
lengthy audition process. A process [ was encouraged to pursue by Bonnie Anderson of the New
Olympians International Arts Touring Agency.

Upon armriving in Spain with a powerful dance perforinance highlighting the best in American music
and dance styling, the dancers were taken on a whirl wind tour of four Barcelona districts,
performing for thousands of Spanish citizens, to rave reviews.

On return to the United States, the raves didn’t stop. Our California government officials received
thanks and accolades from the Spanish Government, and in tumn recognized the San Luis Jazz
Dancers for “performance excellence.”

One year later, another amazing opportunity for the San Luis Jazz Dancers, and the United States of
America arose. The people’s Republic of China, because of their exposure to reviews of the Spain
tour, invited the dancers to tour China. The performance tour opened in Beijing and ended in
Shanghai and featured the group’s show in historic theaters as well as in the strongholds of
China’s arts training centers. [tis impossible to describe the pride and empowerment the 20

dancers from San Luis Obispo experienced......but I know it will last forever in each heart...of those
who performed, and those who helped.

Accompanying the dancers on the China tour were the KSBY News Team.
As an NBC affiliate, anchorman Tony Cipolla and cameraman Kenny Nichols
produced a seven night news series aired on KSBY Action News, and a
one hour special of “In Step With China.” The broadcast won praise from
viewers from Ventura to Paso Robles and also captured Kenny Nichols a
Golden Mike Award from the Hollywood Foreign Press, and an
Emmy Nomination for anchorman Tony Cipolla.

China and Spain put the San Luis Obispo arts community in the spotlight
intermatiomally. And now, just when I thought nothing more exciting could ever
happen in our community, The San Luis Jazz Dancers are invited to be the first

Amencan perfocrnance troupe on tour in Cuba since 1957!



Pietro Zuniga
ffice of the Communist Minister of Culturs
Avenida 7, Calle 44
Havana, Cuba
fax 33-1905

<

May 22, 2000
Lori Siivaggio
Director of San Luis Jazz Dancers
072 Higuera Street
San Luis Obispo, California 93401

Madame:

I am ariting (c express myv per<onal nride and excitement at the nrosoect
of your performam.; tour of Havana, Cuba. 1congratulate you most
sincerely on your recent appointment on behalf of the Cuban Diplomatic
Corps as the first pertormance troupe [rom the Unilted States of America
lo entertain here since 1957. Your international success story is iegend
here in Cuba. You have opened doors of diplomacy very gracefuliv; wiil
elegance, and style. 1 have heard of your beautiful performances at Spain
restival, and in Communist China. These are two very diverse cultures.
And, you flourished in both, by bringing magnificent young peopie and
dances that all audiences cculd lcve. What pride vou must feel in vour
work with these young performers, who have proven themseives nothing
less than ambassadors.

It is mv personal hope that through the sharing of the fine art of dance,
mutu 1 respect and appreciation may be encouiraged belween peoples: no
malter how often official policies try to keep theim apart.

You lhiave been described to me as a very talented, gentle lady. who Joves
peopie and peace, and | am honored that we will work together in Havana.
It will be a joy 10 see what we can accomplish together. At the end of the
day, we just may get a glimpse of a new warid.

i am waiting for a joyvtul time of iearning and sharing. 1 know | will see &
magnificent show as weil. Until we meet in Cuba, please accept my
fondest regards.

Sincerely,

Pietro Zuniga































































generation of environmentally friendly fuels for the 21
century, the United Nations Millennium Celebrations in New
York would be an ideal opportunity for the two of us, along
with President Mbeki, to endorse this agreement.

| welcome your participation at this event, which would,
once again, demonstrate your support for attracting foreign
capital investment to Nigeria.

| look forward to your response, so that the necessary
arrangements can be put in place in New York.

yv—w% Mﬁbﬁa’e'[,
OLUSEGUN OBASANJO d






wivve

VIASHMATON OFFICE:
2448 Ravauan BUILDING
WasHinGTON, DC 20515

{202] 225-2565

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE

SURCOMMITTEE On OVERSIGHT
AND INVESTIGATIONS
Rangine MEMRER

SUECOMMNTTEE ON TELECOMMUNICATIONS, DISTRICT OFFICES:
TRe0C aND CONZUMER PROTECTION NORTH HUNTING AN TOWNSHIt

SuUBCOMMITTEE ON EnERQY Ano POWER (724) 66 ¢-€681
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Congress of the Wnited States e
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h . (724} 772-6080
4th Bisencr, Peansploania

Ngw CasTLE
September 12, 2000 (72¢) 854-9036

LoweR BURARL
{724) 3354518

The Honorable William Jefferson Clinton

President of the United States

The White House ‘00 SEP 20 avy: 04
1600 Pennsylvama Avenue, NW

Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

I am writing to respectfully ask that the Administration release oil from the Strategic
Petroleum Reserve (SPR) to avoid a real cnsis in our oil supply. According to the Oil Market
Report released yesterday by the International Energy Agency (IEA), “the market is too fragile.
It needs higher inventories to protect against circumnstances such as an abnormally cold winter.”
The IEA report further noted that if surplus crude o1l and refining capacity available around the
world were mobilised quickly it would “begin to address these market imbalances.”

Even the current president of OPEC, Venezuelan Oil Minister Ali Rodriguez, is
acknowledging the problem. Although OPEC has decided to raise output by three percent, low
inventories have caused oil prices to rise to levels not seen since the 1990 crisis. Yesterday, as
reported by the Reuters News Service, Mr. Rodriguez said that “we are approaching a crisis of
great proportions because oil production capacity is reaching its limit. I don’t think prices are
going to get there now but they could rise to $40 depending on the winter.”

Saudi Arabia is the only OPEC country with excess capacity to produce more oil, since
most other OPEC member nations are pumping to capacity. We do not know 1f prices will fall in
response to the OPEC’s decision to increase output. Therefore, a drawdown of the SPR is our
only alternative to relieve consumers from skyrocketing oil prices until the market is stabilized.

In addition, Mr. President, I respectfully ask that you provide additional funding for the
Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP). I want to thank you again for
releasing over $33 million in LIHEAP funds to Pennsylvania last winter, which enabled our
senior citizens and low-income residents to afford to heat their homes during the severe weather.
A release of LIHEAP funds again will prevent our citizens from having to choose between
heating their homes and paying for food and medicine.

In closing, Mr. President, [ respectfully ask that you drawdown the Strategic Petroleum

Reserve and release additional LIHEAP funds. Many working families in Pennsylvania and
across the nation are already feeling a severe pinch from higher gasoline prices. I am concerned

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER
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that unless these steps are taken, we could see a slowdown 1n our national and world economy 1f
these inflated energy prices are allowed to continue.

Thank you for your kind consideration of my request.
Sincerely,

Y

Member of Congress

cc:

The Honorable Bill Richardson
Secretary of Energy
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