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Dr. C. Richard Nelson, Director
Program On International Security
Adantic Council of the United States
910 17th Sueet, N.W.

Suire 1000

Washington, D. C. 20006

Dear Dr. Nelson:

Thank you for the most informative and encouraging session that I was privileged to
share with you and Kenneth Weisbrode yesterday afternoon. As I indicated, I am delighted that
you at the Atlantic Council have already begun to move on the possibility of defining a new
relationship with our foniner adversaries in Iran. 1 thought,David Acheson’s comments about
Iran’s newly clected President Mohammed Khatimi's statement at the Islamic summit in Tehran
were right on target. Thank you for sharing with me his 1998 Emest Bevin Memorial I_ecture
and the other publications you gave me. [ intend to read them all very carefully over the next
few days.

I am delighted that you are already seeking an invitation from the Iranian leadership to
take a delegation to Iran as the first step in what we hope will be a well thought through process
for normalizing relationships between our two countries. Should you get something underway,
I would welcome the opportunity to be a member of the kind of working group for policy
consensus building that the Adantic Council has fashioned with great success in the past.

As ] indicated, 1 now serve my former colleagues in the Congressional Black Caucus by
heading up our national network vehicle, the National Black Leadership Roundtable, and I
have an abiding interest in matter of Peacc in the Middle East that Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
and I had in fashioning a non-vjolent resolution of the Arab/Israeli disputes in the region. [ have
cnclosed herewith for your reference some information about the Roundtable as well as some
biographical data on myself. I look forward to working closely with you and Kenneth, if and
when the opportunity presents itself. Keep me posted, and give my regards to President
Acheson.

Sincerely,

b A

Walter E. Fauntuoy
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4 ALFREO O. Wilsly . Ja

February 4, 1998

Interests Section of the [slamic
Republic of Iran

c/o Mr. Naeem Khan

First Secretary (P)

Embassy of Pakistan

2315 Massachusetts Avenue, NW

Washington, D.C. 20008

Dear Mr. Khan:

In response to President Khatemi's remarks last December, we wish 1o
express our willingness to send a delegation to Iran at the earliest convenience and
respectfully request that you transmit our proposal to the appropriate person in
Tehran. The delegation would consist of about four retired senior diplomats and
business leaders from our board of directors, listed in the enclosed document.

The Atlantic Council is one of the oldest and most influential foreign policy
organizations in the United States. Since 1994 the Council has conducted a series
of studies on the process of reversing relations with former adversaries. We have
developed a series of case studies of previous U.S. experiences with China, Vietnam
and others. We applied these lessons in developing road maps for future U.S.-Cuba
and U.S.-North Korea relations. We also direct an important study regarding U.S.
interests in Central Asia and the Caucasus. As our enclosed report indicates, we
share the view that Iran sits at the center of this vital region, and we believe that it
is important that we hear the ITranian perspective directly from senior participants in
economic and political decision-making for Iran.

The Atlantic Council_is a non-partisan, private organization wholly.
unconnected to the U.S. government. Our visit would be unofficial and designed to
explore mutual, long-term interests in Central Asia. We would be very grateful if
you would give our request your earliest consideration. The person to contact here
is Dr. C. Richard Nelson, Director of the International Security Program, by phone
at (202) 778-4969 or by fax at (202) 463-7241. This project has my own committed
support. With appreciation,

Sincerely,

David C. Acheson
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March 27, 1998

The Honorable

Walter E. Fauntroy

President, National Black Leadership Roundtable
1025 Connecticut Avenue, NW, Suite 615
Washington, DC 20036

FAX: (202) 887-6109

Dear Reverend Fauntroy:

Attached, for your information, is a proposal for an Atlantic Council delegation
visit to Tehran to exchange of views on Central Asia. The delegation will include
the following individuals, assuming a visit in late June:

--Curtis Coward, Esq., Atlantic Council Director and Chair of the Central Asia
Working Group.

--Ambassador Chas Freeman, Atlantic Council Vice Chair, former U.S.

ambassador to Saudi Arabia during the Gulf War and former assistant secretary of
defense.

--Reverend Walter Fauntroy, Atlantic Council Councillor, President of the
National Black Leadership Roundtable and former member of congress.

--Dr. Paul Henze, senior research associate, Rand Corporation.

--Ambassador Jack Matlock, Atlantic Council Director, professor Columbia
University, former U.S. ambassador to the Soviet Union.

--David McGiffert, Atlantic Council Director: Chair, Center for Naval Analyses,
former assistant secretary of defense.

--Dr. C. Richard Nelson, Project Director, Atlantic Council.

--Mr. Ken Weisbrode, Project Deputy Director, Atlantic Council.

Sincerely,

oy @MW

HONORARY DIRECTORS
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THE ATLANTIC COUNCIL
of the United States

PROJECT SUMMARY

Reversing Relations with Former Adversaries:
Road Map for Future U.S.-Iran Relations

The Problem: For nearly 20 years the United States and Iran have been adversaries. Within the last
year, however, leaders on both sides have signaled interests to change the relationship. While
changes in official relations may be slow, contacts are increasing between the citizens of both
countries. If these trends continue, the governments will need to establish normal official relations.
A “‘road map” would be useful to guide this process.

The road ahead is long and difficult. Emotions are strong on both sides and serious obstacles are in
the path. While time has soothed some of these wounds and some of the rhetoric has subsided, the
governments remain at odds over several fundamental issues, including the Middle East peace
process, terrorism, the proliferation of nuclear weapons and frozen assets.

Nevertheless, the benefits of reconciliation are high for both countries. Iran is a preferred pipeline
route for Caspian Sea and Central Asian energy resources. Iran also is critical for the development
of the “new Silk Road” transportation/communication corridor which is essential to longer-term
stability in Eurasia. Better relations with the United States also would benefit Iran in terms of
economic growth and lower unemployment. But first, both sides must agree that reconciliation is
necessary. And, as the process of rebuilding bilateral relations begins, policies will need to be
coordinated with other key countries, including Israel, Saudi Arabia, the Gulf States and Turkey.

Project Purpose: This project seeks to transform a hostile relationship into a more cooperative one.
The specific focus is on facilitating the process of normalizing U.S. relations with Iran. [t identifies
major obstacles to long term reconciliation and recommends ways to surmount these obstacles. A
road map will provide the basis for contingency planning by U.S. government officials and
legislators and will help promote peaceful outcomes to long simmering disputes. The project also
will help build consensus in the United States, Iran and other key countries to support measures that
will build a more sustainable, long term cooperative environment.

Approach: This project is part of the Atlantic Council program on reversing relations with former
adversaries which includes a reference guide of U.S. laws and regulations governing relations with
[ran, a book of case studies on the subject and an in-depth study of future U.S. relations with Cuba.
Lessons from these cases are adapted by expert working groups and applied to other cases, as
appropriate. These working groups, made up of distinguished government officials, diplomats,
scholars and business leaders, commission studies of key issues and determine how best to deal
with these problems. The process also is informed by consultations in Iran and other important
countries. All products will be provided to responsible government officials, including every
member of Congress. The road map will be distributed to Atlantic Council academic associates at

more than 400 colleges and universities, as well as more than 1,000 members of the Atlantic
Council's international constituency.

For further information, please call Dr. Richard Nelson at (202) 778-4969. (1/14/99)

NOTE: This information is proprietary and shall not be discussed without prior written approval of the Atlantic Council
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That's what they told Martin Luther King, Jr. and the rest of us in Birmingham,
Alabama. They said, “you are dreaming if you think you can change ‘Bombingham.” |
said they mean Birmingham don't they Martin? He said, "no, Walter, they call it
Bombingham down here because when black folks get out of line in Birmingham, they
will bomb you out." But I shall never forget how Martin led our people out of the
Birmingham’s 16th Street Baptist Church on a Sunday moming. We stood before Bull
Connor with his bull whips, his billy clubs, his fire hoses and his biting dogs; we stood
before him like David before Goliath, saying, "you come before us with a sword and a
shield, but we come before you in the name of God. In the name of God, we’re going
to be free. Now you may beat us with your billy clubs but we will keep on marching.
You can knock us down with your fire hoses, but we’ll get up and keep on marching.
You can bomb our churches on Sunday moming, and kill our children as they study the
Lord Jesus Christ but we will keep on marching, Bull Connor. Because there is
something within us that fire can’t bum out, and water can’t drown out, and billy clubs

can’t beat out and bombs can’t bomb out. It is our belief in the American Dream! And

we shall overcome."

And so, they marched. They marched until the patter of their feet became the
thunder of the marching men of Joshua and the world rocked beneath their tread.
Brothers and sisters, this nation and our world need a rocking today. Let’s do it with

our votes! We can do, if we put our minds to it.
Let me close, therefore, with words of Dr. Charles G. Adams, pastor of the

Hartford Memorial Baptist Church of Detroit, Michigan, and former President of the

Progressive National Baptist Convention when he said:
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"Don't be intimidated by anything; we have everything it takes to change
America. Don' be blinded by prejudice, disheartened by the times, or discouraged by
the system. Face the system, challenge the system; confront it, correct it, change it.

Don't let anything paralyze your mind, tie your hands or break your spirit.

If you have a hard way to go, walk it by faith. If you face a mean problem, work
with 1t until you work through it, If you have a misunderstanding, settle it. If you have

a grudge, drop it. If you have a hatred or resentment, shake it off. If you have a high

mountain, move it by faith or climb it by works!

If you have a battle, fight it. If you have a handicap, rise above it. If you have a
race prejudice, overcome it! If you have a temptation, conquer it. If you have an ewvil,

destroy it. If you have a challenge, face it. If you have trouble, take it. If you have a

cross, bear it!

If they knock you down, get up. If they push you against the ropes, come out
swinging. If they laugh at you, keep smiling at them. If they talk about you, keep
praying for them. If they hate you, keep loving them. And if they kill you, just rise

again!" Rise again, in the name of Martin Luther King, Jr.:

"To dream the impossible dream, to fight the unbeatable foe,

To bear with unbearable sorrow, to run where the brave dare not go.

To right the unrightable wrong, to love pure and chaste from afar, to strive when

Our anns are too weary to reach the Unreachable star.

24



This 1s my quest, to follow that star no matter how hopeless, no matter how far,
To fight for the right without question or pause, to be willing to march

Into hell for a heavenly cause.

And [ know, if I'll only be true to this glorious quest that Martin's heart will lie
peaceful and calm though he's laid to his rest.

And the world will be better for this: that One man, scomed an covered with

scars, still tried with his last ounce of courage, to dream the

Impossible dream, to fight the unbeatable foe, to reach the unreachable star!"
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seeking to shape public policy that "declares good news to the
poor, that binds up the broken hearted and sets at liberty them
that are bound" in the United States and across the globe.

He has been pastor of the church of his childhood, New Bethel
Baptist Church in Washington, D.C. since 1959. He is also
currently the President of the National Black Leadership
Roundtable (NBLR), the national network vehicle of the
Congressional Black caucus (CBC). Composed of the heads of
more than 200 national black organizations, the Roundtable
was founded by Congressman Fauntroy in 1977 when he was
chair of the CBC Brain Trust on Black Voter Participation and
Network Development. It is 2 mechanism by which leaders of
national African American organizations meet periodically to
formulate positions on public policy issues and to develop
strategies fo%collective action to address those issues.

Mr. Fauntroy's distinguished career of public service began in
1861 when Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. appointed him Director of
the Washington Bureau of the Southern Christian Leadership
Conference. From the post he performed many.valuable

services for the movement of the 1S60's. he served as the NC »
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Coordinator of the historic March On Washington in 1963; he
was coordinator of the Selma to Montgomery March of 1965,
and the Meridith Mississippi Freedom March of 1966. He was
national Director of the 20th Anniversary March on Washington
in 1883, and launched the Free South Africa Movement with his
arrest at the South African Embassy in 1984.

His role in organizing these classic exercises of the First
Amendment right to every American citizen to "peaceably
assemble to petition the govemment” for changes in public
policy has resulted in many "strides towards freedom" here and
around the world: passage of the Civil Rights Act of 1963, the
Voting Rights Act of 1965, the “"Great Society" programs of
1967, the Fair Housing Act of 1968, the Martin Luther King, Jr.
national Holiday Bill of 1985 and the South African Sanctions
Bill of 1986.

Not only has Mr. Fauntroy's activism in the streets resulted in
important changes in the nation's public policies but also in the
neighborhood in which he was bom and reared. In 1966, he
founded and served as President of the Model Inner City
Commuynity Organization, a community planning and
neighborhood development group of citizens in what is now
known as the Shaw Urban Renewal Area. Under his leadership,
the citizens of this neighborhood planned and have begun to
implement the revitalization of housing, businesses,
transportation and public facilities for the low and moderate
income families in what is the largest urban renewal area in the
country.

The Honorable Mr. Fauntroy's career in the suites of public
policy making began with his apointment by president Lyndon
Baines Johnson as vice - Chairman of the White House
Conference "To Fulfill These Rights" in 1966. In 1967, President
Johnson appointed him the Vice Chair of the Council of the
District of Columbia, and in 1971 he was elected to the first of
the ten terms he was to serve as the District Of Columbia’s
Delegate in the U.S. House of Representatives. From that post
over a twenty year period in the suites of the Congress, Mr.
Fauntroy became a pivotal voice in shaping and implementing
many significant changes in national public policy. As a member
of the House District Committee of course he designed and
engineered the passage of the D.C. Home Rule Actin 1973, In
1976, he introduced and the House of Representatives passed
his resolution to establish a Select Committee to investigate the
Assassinations of President John F Kennedy and Dr. Martin
Luther King. Jr. Congressman fauntroy chiaired the
Subcommittee on the Assassination of Or. King

In 1981, as chair of the Congressional Black Caucus, he
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launched the first Constructive Alternative Budget of the
Caucus and produced the Black Leadership Family Plan For
the Unity, Survival, and Progress of Black People. |t
remains the guide for the activities of the NBLR. Congressman
Fauntroy also found time to serve as chair of the Congressional
task Force on Haiti, a bipartisan group of members of the
House and Senate that forged a new U.S. policy toward that
struggling nation. He was also a member of the select
committee on Narcotics Abuse and Control.

Mr. Fauntroy's most challenging work in the suites of the
Congress was as a member of the House Banking, Finance and
Urban Affairs Committee. He served for six years as chalr of the
subcommittee on Intemational Development, Finance, Trade
and Monetary Policy, shaping U.S. participation in the’
multilateral development banks: The World Bank; The Inter-
American Development Bank, the Asian Development Bank,
and the African Development Bank.

In recognition of his distinguished record of humanitarian
service, both Virginia Union University and Yale University have
conferred upon him honorary Doctor of Law Degreas.

The Reverend Mr. Fauntroy is married to the former Miss
Dorothy Simms of Petersburg, Va. they have one son, Marvin
Keith, and one adopted daughter, Melissa Alice, bom February
7, 1990.

Click Here To Read A Excerpt From : WGShlng’ronpost_cem
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Treasurer
The Honorable William Jefferson Clinton
The President
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Azsistant Treasurer

Dear Bill:

I am scheduled to travel to Pans on Tuesday of next week to meet with Prince
Abbas Abdulaziz. [ shall brief him, among other things, on a project that 1 was
instrumental in initiating with Atlantic Council with regard to the normalization of our
relations with Iran. The enclosed items detail what we at the Atlantic Council are
attempting to do.

You will recall Prince Abdulaziz as the person with whom you had a private
meeting on May 18" of this year at City Hall in Philadelphia, just before a luncheon held
in your honor that day in the city of brotherly love.

Bishop Chandler David Owens has asked me to join him in a meeting with you on
Wednesday of this week when you are scheduled to visit his Bishops' Conference at the
Renaissance Hotel here in the city. 1Is it at all possible for you to do a brief note of
introduction to the Prince for me at that time? 1 have shared with him the sermon which |
delivered in September of 1998 decrying what reactionary forces in our country have
attempted to do to you throughout your two remarkable terms of office as our President.
He liked it. It hclped him to understand a lot about what goes on in this country and why.
This 1s my first time to meet the Prince and a brief note to him from you about my work
as an advocate of nonviolent conflict resolution and as a member of congress for twenty
years would be helpful.

I have asked Betty to send me a copy of the speech you delivered at our

Congressional Black Caucus Din‘ner' on Saturday evening. As usual, you were right on

target, particularly your very reoving closing words to us. May God ever bless and keep
you.

Sincerely,

Aan s—

Walter E. Fauntroy





