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The Honorable William Jefferson Clinton
President of the United States
The Whate House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW W
Washington, DC 20500 T —

Dear Mr. President:

We are writing to respectfully ask that you support the Energy Employees Compensation
legislation that was included in the Senate Defense Authorization Act. These veterans of the
cold war, who were civilian nuclear workers, deserve our deep gratitude and should be fully -
compensated for the harm inflicted upon them years ago by the government and 1ts contractors.

We appreciate the support for these workers shown by Secretary of Energy Bill
Richardson and others in the Administration to date. The language included in the Senate
Defense Authorization Act will provide eligible workers with a lump-sum payment of $200,000
and lifetime benefits. This 1s consistent with the Federal Employees Compensation Act, where
federal employees are eligible to recelve both a lump sum payment and medical benefits. We
understand, however, that the Administration is considering support for either a lump-sum
payment or health benefits, but not both.

Many beryllium and atomic weapons production workers live in Pennsylvania and are in
desperate need of both a lump-sum payment and health benefits. These workers were employed
in beryllium factories that have closed long ago, such as the Kawecki-Berylco plant in Hazelton,
Pennsylvania. We have worked with the Administration on acceptable legislative language to
compensate beryllium and radiation exposed workers like Al Matusick, who has berylliumn
disease. Mr. Matusick 1s past the point where he could qualify for wage replacement, yet his life
- and those of many others - have been irreparably damaged by chronic beryllium disease due to
their service in the government's nuclear weapons mission. People like Mr. Matusick, who are
out of the workforce and will not qualify for workers compensation under Pennsylvania law,
deserve both a lump sum and medical benefits.

Further, sick workers should not be denied judicial review of a claim that has been denied
by the Department of Labor. The right of appeal is a basic check and balance on our system of

government and must not be deniled to these deserving Americans.

In closing, we respectfully ask that the Administration support the Senate language,
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enabling our civilian nuclear workers to receive both the compensation and medical benefits that
are long overdue.

Sincerely,
l ~./ é" * ._’L.
KL PAUL KANJORSKI

Member of Congress Member of Congress

CC:

The Honorable Bill Richardson, Secretary of Energy

The Honorable Alexis Herman, Secretary of Labor

The Honorable Jack Lew, Director, Office of Management and Budget
Mr. John Podesta, Chief of Staff, The White House

Mr. Charles Burson, Office of the Vice President
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September 11, 2000

The President
The White House
Washington, D.C.

‘00 SEP 11pM3:39

Dear Mr. Presiudent:

The Departruent of State recently ordered a demal of Amencan musician Ry Cooder’s
application to participate in recording sessions 1n Cuba witb elderly Cuban musicians as a
follow-up to their work in the Buena Vista Social Club recordings. The purpose of this project is
to help preserve music which is of great cultural and histoncal importance

As you koow, travel to Cuba by Amencauos 1s severely restricted by the United States’
economic embargo agaiost Cuba. The law prohibits an American from spending any money
relating to travel to Cuba unless he or she first receives a license from the Office of Foreign
Assets Control (OFAC) of the Department of Treasury.

The State Department apparently ordered OFAC to deny Mr. Cooder’s application for a
license because the recordings that will result could ead up producing income for Mr. Cooder.
On the otber hand, the Department also apparently advised Mr. Cooder that it is wlling to grant
bim a license if he will agree not to make any profit off the recordings that will result, cven
though the Cuban musicians would be allowed to kecp their royalties.

This reasoning, Mr. President, 1s patently absurd and contradicts the clear intent of the
law. The purpose of the economic embargo against Cuba is to keep hard curtency out of the

hands of the Cuban government -- not to keep American Q- - ¢,
Moreover, tbe law was amended a few years ago Saad « Lo B Jc:\ >
NG - U v

clanfy that importation of ‘information and ioformationa

‘whether commercial or otherwise,’ as long as the mater A ';1/}3
that the author of tlns amendment, Congressman Howar: ' [,‘
Department officials that the Ry Cooder project is precis \’f Do
intended to cover

%

Mr. President, as a musican yourself, you mnust } } Lo
his life studying and preserving certain styles or traditioo
significance. n some cases, this has led to the productic
but in all cases, Mr. Cooder’s commitment has resulted i
and artistry that might otherwise have been lost forever.
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The President
The White House
Washington, D.C.

‘00 SEP 11»m3:3%

Dear Mr. President:

The Department of State recently ordered a denal of American musician Ry Cooder's
application to participate in recording sessions in Cuba with elderly Cuban musicians as a
follow-up to their work in the Buena Vista Social Club recordings. The purpose of this project is
to help preserve music which is of great cultural and historical imaportance.

As you koow, trave] to Cuba by Amencanos is severely restricted by the United States’
econornic embargo agaiost Cuba. The law prohibits an American from spending any money
relating to uavel to Cuba unless he or she first receives a license from the Office of Foreign
Assets Control (OFAC) of the Department of Treasury.

The State Department apparently ordered OFAC to deny Mr. Cooder’s application for a
license because the recordings that will result could eod up producing income for Mr. Cooder.
On the other hand, the Department also apparently advised Mr. Cooder that 1t is willing to grant
bim a license if he will agree not to make any profit off the recordings that will result, cven
though the Cuban musicians would be allowed to kecp their royalties.

This reasoning, Mr. President, 1s patently absurd and contradicts the clear intent of the
law. The purpose of the economic embargo against Cuba is to keep hard curtency out of the
hands of the Cuban government -- not to keep Amencan dollars out of the hands of Americans!

Moreover, the law was ameoded a few years ago (the so-called “Berman Ameadment”) to
clarify that roportation of ‘information and informational matenals’ is exempt from the embargo,
‘whether comnmercial or othierwise,’ as long as the matenal is not newly created. We understand
that the author of this amendment, Congressman Howard Berman, has informed State

Decpartment officials that the Ry Cooder project is precisely the type of activity his amended is
intended to cover

Mr. President, as a musician yourself, you must know that Ry Cooder has spent rnuch of
his life studying and preserving certain styles or traditions of music with cultural or historical
significance. ln soine cases, thbis has led to the production of commercially successful recordings,
but n all cases, Mr. Cooder’s commutinent has resulted in saving for future generations music
and artistry that might otherwise have been jost forever.
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We therefore begin this important work anew, and make a new commitment to the people and
communities that we serve, a commitment born of the dedication we share with you to the cause
of renewed hope and prosperity for Indian country. Never again will this agency stand silent
when hate and violence are committed against Indians. Never again will we allow policy to
procced from the assumption that Indians possess less human genius than the other races. Never
again will we be complicit in the theft of Indian property. Never again will we appoint false
Icaders who serve purposes other than those of the tribes. Never again will we allow unflattering
and stereotypical images of Indian people to deface the halls of government or lead the
American people to shallow and ignorant beliefs about Indians. Never again will we attack your
reliyions, your languages, your rituals, or any of your tribal ways. Never again will we seize
vour children. nor teach them to be ashamed of who they are. Never again.

We cannot yet ask your forgiveness, not while the burdens of this agency’s history weigh so
heavily on tribal communities. What we do ask is that, together, we allow the healing to begin.
As you return to your homes, and as you talk with your people, please tell them that time of
dying is at its end. Tell your children that the time of shame and fear is over. Tell your young
men and women to replace their anger with hope and love for their people. Together, we must
wipe the tears of seven gencrations. Together, we must allow our broken hearts to mend.
Together, we will face a challenging world with confidence and trust. Together, let us resolve
that when our future lecaders gather to discuss the history of this institution, it will be time to
cclebrate the rebirth of joy, freedom, and progress for the Indian Nations. The Bureau of Indian
Affairs was born in 1824 in a time of war on Indian people. May it live in the year 2000 and
beyond as an instrument of their prosperity.
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