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Dear President Clinton:

in regards to the International Philosophy Olympi; 
al Olympiad, taldng place next February and next Mi

Edward M, Kennedy
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I am writing
American National Olympiad, taking place next Pel

I believe this to be a strong initiative, and one that those of us who value

■lElnired Rentes ^enatt
WASHINGTON, PC 20510-2101

( j2xp

2400 JFK Federal Building
Government Center
Boston/MA 02203

education should support. These comoetitions give young people the 
opportunity to share their cultural differences through philosophy. •

n pleased to say that the International Philosophy Olympiad and the 
National Olympiad have my strong support and I urge you to

The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 20500

EOWARD M. KENNEDY 
m-i HurwwrE

'mpiad and the 
[ay. •
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I am pleased to say that the International Philosophy Olympiad and me 
American National Olympiad have my strong support and I urge you to 
consider lending your support. I have enclosed detailed information explaining 
this project along with several other letters of support-

With best wishes.
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American Committee of the International Philosophy Olympiad

30 August 2000

Dear President Clinton and Secretary General Annan:

Alexander M. Leeser
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Democracy constitutes the core principle of this initiative: Respect, tolerance, 
reconciliation and mutual understanding constitute the predilections that this initiative 
seeks to inculcate on a global scale.

A text that may well be the palimpsest of the global epoch, Plato’s “Allegory of the 
Cave” testifies to the necessity of reflection, creative dialogue and imagination to a 
community that would acquiesce in peace and truth.

The religious and spiritual leaders who have assembled here at the Millennium World 
Peace Summit aver that a constructive, philosophical approach to religion and spirituality 
among the world’s people is pre-requisite to peace. I believe that a constructive, 
philosophical approach to ethics, morality, history and politics signifies a sin qua non to 
the flourishing of human community in our time.

In 1998, on the occasion of the World Congress of Philosophy, Dr. Katalin Havas, then 
president of the International Philosophy Olympiad, requested that I assemble an 
American delegation to attend the VII International Philosophy Olympiad that took place 
in Budapest in 1999.

Alexander M. Leaser
President, International Philosophy Olympiad

Executive Director, American Committee of the IPO

Therefore, I urge you both to unite in supporting the IX International Philosophy 
Olympiad, From Violence to Tolerance: Towards Reconciliation, Peace and Global 
Democracy.
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American Committee of the International Philosophy Olympiad

25 July 2000

Sir:

I shall be sincerely honored to remain,

Respei
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The President of the United States 
Washington. DC 20500

Alexander M. Lesser
President, International Philosophy Olympiad

Executive Director, American Committee of the IPO

AlexarWer M. Leeser
President, International Philosophy Olympiad

World Project presents our nation with a strategic opportunity to affect a rapprochement between our 
nation and this important body of cultural diplomats. Your willingness to solemnize the K International

It is a distinct honor, Mr. President, and a great privilege to address you concerning the DC International 
Philosophy Olympiad, From Violence to Tolerance: Tabards Reconciliation, Peace and Global 

Democracy.

There is much for our nation’s young people to contemplate in the theme of the upcoming Olympiad. We 
must pray that the character of American hegemony becomes so renowned for peace and reconciliation as 
in the past we have been famous for military and economic prowess.

The centrality of the Philosophical Olympiad initiative to the UNESCO Philosophy and Democracy in the

Philosophy Olympiad as honorary chair would have a most ennobling effect upon the occasion of this 

event in the United States.
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Introduction:

History of-the IPO:
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The Institute for the Advancement of Secondary School Philosophy is also pleased to announce that the 
American National Olympiad will take place in Harvard University at the prestigious Yenching Institute.

The International Philosophy Olympiad for High School students (IPO) has been sponsoring competitions 
for almost ten years. IPO VIU was held in Muenster Germany in May of this year. Students who have 
been selected (usually on the basis of their performance in a national competition) to compete in the 
Olympiad are required to write an essay on a philosophical theme; they are not, however, permitted to 
write in their mother tongue but must write in one of the three official languages of the Olympiad: 
English, French or German. The top three essays are awarded cash and a variety of other prizes.

The JX International Philosophy Olympiad, From Violence to Tolerance: Towards Reconciliation, Peace 
and Global Democracy will take place in Philadelphia beginning on May 2, 2001. This competition 
would be the first Olympiad to be officially sanctioned by the International Federation of Philosophical 
Societies (FISP). The American president of the Olympiad, Alexander Leeser, in conjunction with: 
Ioanna Kucuradi, president of FISP, Richard Bett, Acting Executive Director of the American 
Philosophical Society, Tu Weiming, Director of the Hajvard-Yenching Institute, and Ashok Gangadean, 
Chairman of the Greater Philadelphia Philosophy Consortium and Director of the Global Dialogue 
Institute are actively seeking support for this event from a variety of national governments, foundations, 
universities and societies.

The International Philosophy Olympiad for High School Students: Assisting in the 
Realization of a Philosophical Vision for Human Culture

student writes on one of the four topics that have been selected by the representatives of the Federation of 

International Philosophical Societies.

The IPO was initiated by a group of mostly Eastern European countries, namely: Bulgaria, Poland, and 
Turkey and Romania. Germany, Hungary, Argentina, Italy the United States and a host of other nations 
have since become involved in this competition. In 1998 the IPO was endorsed by a group of 
philosophers and educators who were convened at UNESCO headquarters in Paris. At that meeting the 
following statement was issued by UNESCO:

“We recognize and attest to the importance of philosophy for democracy. The manner in which 
philosophy should be integrated in education depends on cultural differences, differences in education 
systems and personal pedagogical choices.”

The IPO offers students from countries around the world the opportunity to share their insights and 
perspectives on the state of world culture. The competition itself consists in a four-hour essay which each
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The IPO and Philosophy’s Millennial Mission:

Summary:
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It is not surprising, therefore, that the Federation International des Societes Philasophiques (FISP) 
approached the IPO in 1999 with a proposal to have the competition sanctioned and supported by their 
organization. A set of regulations that will make possible official cooperation between FISP and the IPO 
was agreed upon by the IPO's founding committee and, pending the assent of FTSP’s steering committee 
scheduled to meet in August, will be in place for the competition scheduled for next May. Therefore, the 
competition scheduled for May 2001 will be the first to take place under the auspices of FISP. This 
partnership with FISP represents a major development in the history of this competition:

For Further information about the Harvard-Yenching American National Olympiad or the International Philosophy 

Olympiad contact:

• IPO will now have organizational ties and access to the leading national organizations in countries 
around the world.

The rheme of the World Congress of Philosophy; Paidea; Philosophy Educating Humanity, served as a 
critical platform for discussions concerning the role of philosophy in establishing a healthy and secure 
foundation for human civilization as we move into the global epoch. Programs designed to involve 
philosophy in the education of children were prominently featured at the World Congress; indeed ihis 
theme was recognized as one of the most critical topics of discussion among philosophers who gathered 
in Boston for the World Congress.

Alexander M. Leeser
3946 Jean Street
Jacksonville, FL 32205, USA

• FISP’s oversight and regulation of the competition opens the way for the IPO to advance its mission 
of promoting the study of philosophy among high school students; in particular, students who score 
within a given range might be offered academic credit in philosophy, which, for American students, is 
not possible at present since no Advanced Placement test is offered in philosophy.

• The International Philosophy Olympiad (IPO) is a competition for high school students that, pending 
the agreement of the steering committee, will be sanctioned by The F£d6ration Des Societes 

Philosopbiques (FISP).

• IPO IX; From Violence to Tolerance: Towards Reconciliation, Peace and Global Democracy will be 

held in Philadelphia from May 2-6, 200]

• In addition to FISP, IPO EX will be supported by the Greater Philadelphia Consortium of Philosophy; 
the American Philosophical Association, the Global Dialogue Institute and the American Committee 
of the IPO which consists of the following members: Ashok Gangadean (Haverford College), Jitendra 
Mohanty (Temple), John Searle (Berkeley), Emest Sosa (Brown), Sandra Stotsky (Harvard), Bas Van 
Fraassen (Princeton), Tu Weiming (Harvard), Arnold Wilson (University of Cincinnati), Mark Miles 
(CEO, Association of Tennis Professionals), Richard Bert (Acting Executive Director, American 
Philosophical Association), Robert Soloman and Ioanna Kucaradi (President of FISP). The ACIPO is 
also being assisted by the Global Dialogue Institute that is co-chaired by former Assistant Secretary 
of the UN, Dr. Robert Muller, and theologian Dr. Ewart Cousins.
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American Committee of the International Philosophy Olympiad

Draft of Letter to American Committee of the International Philosophy Olympiad

21 July 2000
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Subject: American National Olympiad (February 8-11, 2001) 
International Philosophy Olympiad (May 2-5, 2001)

Alexander M. Leeser
President, International Philosophy Olympiad

Executive Director, American Committee of the IPO

Email: a_leeseT@hotmail.coin
Mailing: 3946 Jean Street

Jacksonville, FL 32205 
USA

Telephone: 904-381-9248
Facsimile: 503-905-8566

As you will note in reading the attached documents, there have been several important developments in 
this initiative since I brought it to your attention in 1998. Professors Ioanna Ku^aradi and David Evans 
were present at the Olympiad that was held in Munster Germany in May of last year, and an agreement 
was reached between the LPO and F1SP. According to this agreement, FISP will officiate, sanction and, 
in conjunction with UNESCO, will promote future Olympiads. The executive committee of the IPO 
accepted this proposal and we expect that this arrangement will be approved ar the meeting of FISP’s 
steering committee, that is scheduled to take place next month in Mongolia.

Given that the American Committee will sponsor the upcoming Olympiad, Prof. Ku^aradi will represent 
FISP on the committee. Prof. Richard Bett, Acting Executive Director of the American Philosophical 
Association, is no» a member of the American Committee of the International Philosophy Olympiad; in a 
letter addressed to Prof. Tu Weiming, director of the Harvard-Yenching Institute, Prof. Bett avers that the 
American Philosophical Association is "very supportive of the IPO.” Mark Miles, who presided over the 
Pan American Games, and is, at present, the Chief Executive Officer of the Association of Tennis 
Professionals, has joined the committee and has been of great assistance to this project. I expect that Prof. 
Richard Bernstein will also be joining our committee.

You may also glean from the attached that Prof. Tu Weiming has agreed to be the honorary chair of the 
American National Olympiad that will be held in Harvard University at the Yenching Institute. I am 
profoundly grateful to Prof. Tu; his immediate enthusiasm for this initiative catalyzed the formation of the 
American Committee; indeed, on behalf of the executive committee of the IPO, I feel compelled to 
express my sincere gratitude for your interest in this program. I believe that this initiative grasps the
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Bruce Stewart: Headmaster, Sidwell Friends School
LD.G. Evans: FISP
Richard. Bett: American Philosophical Association / AC1PO
lonnaKucaradi: Federation of International Philosophical Societies / ACIPO 
Jitendra Mohanty: Temple University / aCIPO
Ashok Gangadean: Global Dialogue Institute / ACIPO
John Searle: University of California, Berkeley / ACIPO
Seiji Ozawa: Music Director, Boston Symphony Orchestra
John Conlon: Music Director, Cologne and Paris National Opera
Ernest Sosa: Brown University / ACIPO
Bas C. van Fraassen: Princeton University / ACIPO
Arnold Wilson: Executive Editor, Teaching Philosophy / ACIPO
Sandra Stotsky: Chair of Massachusetts State Board of Education / ACIPO 
Mark Miles: CEO, Association of Tennis Professionals / ACIPO
Judith Rodin: President, University of Pennsylvania
Richard Bernstein: Haverford College
RE. Turner: Time Warner, Inc.

Sincerely,

Alexander M. Leeser

fundamantai purport of the theme of the last World Congress: Uruguay, for example, is holding its 
National Olympiad this weekend and expects to have more than 150 students participate in the event; I 
am in contact with a Russian philosopher who is Head of the Department of culturology in Petrozavodsk 
State University. His University has been organizing secondary school Olympiads in Russia for several 
years. He was elated to be asked to participate in the International Philosophy Olympiad that will be 
hosted next year by the United States. The support of such accomplished and distinguished committees 
brings great honor to the young delegates, their teachers, and their countries. Tn turn, the brilliance, 
energy, and vision of young people who will gather in Cambridge and Philadelphia next year disclose the 
seminal, noetic forces that must necessarily shape the art and science of philosophical discourse if it is to 
be a living concern.

On behalf of the executive committee of the International Philosophy Olympiad I iterate my gratitude for 
your support. Of course, we would be deeply honored to have as many of you present at the Olympiads 
as possible. Therefore, I hereby extend an invitation to all of you to attend cither or both of the 
Olympiads.
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June 2000

Dear Friends of the Philosophy Olympiad,

I
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The Harvard-Yenching Institute is pleased to announce that we will 
host the American National Philosophy Olympiad to be held February 8-11, 
2001 at Harvard,

2Divini«y Awjnua - Cambridge, MA 02138 • USA • tel: 617-495-3369 • tax: 617-496-7206 • e-mail; yenchlngQtas.harvBrd.edu 

Mailing Address; Vanserg Hall, Suita 20 - 25 Francis Avenue - Cambridge, MA 02138 - USA

Tu Weiming, Director
Edward J. Baker, Associate Director

This competition will give to young American high school students 
the opportunity to prepare essays on the theme From Violence to Tolerance: 
Toward" Reconciliation, Peace and Global Democracy. The winners of this 
comped ion will then attend the International Philosophy Olympiad in May 
2001.

Sincerely yours,

Tu Weiming, Ph.D.
Director, The Harvard-Yenching Institute
Honorary Chair, American National Olympiad

I sk everyone who shares my conviction that we must encourage an 
interest n philosophy among high school students to join me in 
enthusi. tic ally supporting the American National Olympiad to be held at 
Harvard ar the International Olympiad to be held in Philadelphia.

A lerican educators have begun to recognize the importance of 
introduc ig higher order thinking into the education of young students. I am 
encoure ed by these initiatives to incorporate philosophy into the secondary 
school rriculum and for that reason I was among the first to join in the 
establis nent of the American Committee of the International Philosophy 
Olymp' 1.

08/30/00 WED 14:04 FAX 202 395 7234
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HARVARD UNIVERSITY

PHILOSOPHY OF EDUCATION RESEARCH CENTER

July 17, 2000

Dea Mr. Leeser:

Sines ly,

IS:ja

PERC LARSEN HALL, APPIAN WAY, CAMBRIDGE, MA 02138
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I con ler most worthwhile the effort to introduce the history of philosophy and 
philo phical analysis into the thinking and perspective of all young people.

617-49S-90S4
617-496-3963 (fa*)

I an flighted to support the IX International Philosophy Olympiad to take place in 
Phil dphia beginning in May 2000, as well as the American National Olympiad to be 
held Harvard in February 2001.

Mr. Alexander Leeser
3946 Jean Street 

. Jacksonville, FL 32205

Israe icheffler
Direr >r
Philc iphy of Education Research Center
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MEMORANDUM FOR

FROM:

Draft Proposed Presidential ProclamationSUBJECT:

Attachment

Thurgood Marshall, Jr.
Assistant to the President and Secretary to the Cabinet

DOC EXEC. SECRETARIAT

- OF co

Susanne Stout Smith
Chief of Staff

* I *

Please return the signed Presidential proclamation to Jan Kosko, Public and Business Affairs, 
NIST, Administration Bldg., Room A903, Gaithersburg, MD 20899-3460, by August 25, so that 

publicity and MEP center activities can be finalized.

The Technology Administration’s National Institute of Standards and Technology (TA/NIST) 
drafted the attached proposed Presidential proclamation to recognize the many contributions of 
the Nation’s small manufacturers to the strength and well-being of the United States economy. 
Last year. President Clinton issued a proclamation declaring September 19-25, 1999 as Small 
Manufacturing Week in conjunction with the first National Manufacturing Summit for small 

manufacturers held September 21-22, 1999.

While no Summit is being held this year, the TA/NIST Manufacturing Extension Partnership 
(MEP) is planning one for 2001 and would like to maintain a tradition of an annual proclamation 
honoring small manufacturers. TA/NIST and the nationwide network of MEP centers will 
publicize the proclamation, and many centers will use it to highlight activities planned for fall 

and winter of 2000.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Office of the Secretary
Washington, D.C. 20230

AUG I 4 2D00

08/14/00
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DRAFT

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
A PROCLAMATION

Small Manufacturing Week 2000 
September 17-23

As we observe Small Manufacturing Week, let us pay tribute to America’s more than 385,000 
small manufacturing firms whose commitment to hard work and excellence has helped set our 

country on a steady course for continued growth and prosperity.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United States of America, by 
virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and laws of the United States, do hereby 
proclaim September 17 to 23, 2000 as Small Manufacturing Week.

My Administration, working with the Congress and State governments, has strived to ensure that 
these small firms have access to the resources, technology, expertise, and training they need to 
realize their highest potential. The Manufacturing Extension Partnership (MEP) of the 
Department of Commerce plays a pivotal role in that endeavor. Through a network of more than 
400 nonprofit extension centers and field offices, the MEP serves small manufacturers in all 50 
states and Puerto Rico, providing access to the newest technology, manufacturing processes, and 
business practices. The MEP’s local centers offer personalized guidance to manufacturers on 
issues ranging from e-commerce assistance, to plant layout, to financial planning. And, because 
these local centers are linked together through the National Institute of Standards and 
Technology, an agency of the Commerce Department’s Technology Administration, even the 
smallest manufacturing firms can enjoy instant access to the most advanced national resources.

America’s free enterprise system is continually energized by the skill, vision, and exceptional 
performance of our Nation's small manufacturers — those who employ fewer than 500 
employees. Though small in size, these companies make enormous contributions to our 
economy and provide our society and the world with high-quality manufactured goods. More 
important; small manufacturers arc a source of pride and livelihood for nearly 12 million 
Americans and their families.

We are in an age dominated by information and technology, where the global marketplace grows 
ever more complex and interdependent. As large manufacturers expand their reliance on 
suppliers for parts and services, the performance of small manufacturers becomes increasingly 
important to the competitiveness of America's manufacturing sector.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this day of , in the year of
our Lord two thousand, and of tire Independence of the United States of America.

■* < 
J
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Dear President Clinton

Sincerely.

Rose M. Bresnahan

A

This letter is being written on behalf of m> son. John M. Bresnahan, a member of the 
security team for Air Force one

As you are a man dedicated to both your family and service to the United States, I would 
appreciate any assistance you can give to this matter.

John enlisted in the Air Force in November of 1982. eighteen years ago. He has two 
years remaining until his retirement. John has. for the past five years, worked on the 
security team for Air Force One. Two years prior to that he was on the security team for 
Air Force Two.

At this time, I am told that John is being reassigned to duty in Korea for a tour of one 
year. In preparation for that assignment, he will be training for six weeks. John is the 
father of two young children, Sarah age eight, and J.R. age four. I feel taking him away 
from his wife and children at this vital time in their lives is not the appropriate thing to 
do. With only two years of service remaining until completion of his career with the Air 
Force, and eighteen years of dedicated and loyal service behind him. I feel he should be 
able to remain with his family and finish out his final two years in a more appropriate 
assignment.

. I. l'^

'P A
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C11JLA T
THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

August 31, 2000

Dear Heather:

me.

Sincerely,

F.; ,i

I'm glad 
the

v-axi

Thank you for your beautiful letter, 
you've been able to take advantage of 
opportunities available for your education.
The fact that you plan to work for Americorps 
and teach in an inner city school after 
graduation is especially gratifying to

All the best to you for much happiness and 
fulfillment in your future endeavors. God 
bless you.

1

A. Heather Williams
114 Hayes Circle
Rex, Georgia 30273-1546
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Dear Betty,

Regards,

/]

I haven’t written to you in a long while and I hope that my name will stir recognition. My name 

is A. Heather Williams and I am one of President Clinton’s “Faces of Hope." The “face” that 

sat next to you at the “Faces of Hope" reunion dinner at the White House in 1996.1 hope that 

all has been well in your life since my last correspondence. I have enclosed a letter that I would 

like for you to pass along to the President. I don’t know what your role, if any will be in the 

next administration but I sincerely hope that whatever your future plans may be, you will be 

extremely happy. Thank you for your kindness to me and especially for your dedication to 

President Clinton, Mrs. Clinton, and Chelsea.

Betty Currie
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20500-0004
August 21,2000

A. 1 leather Williams
President Clinton’s “Faces of Hope"
114 Hayes Circle
Rex, GA 30273-1546



Dear President Clinton,

With warmest regards and deep gratitude.

May God’s grace continue to shine on you as you leave the White House next January and 
embark upon what may be the best years of your life.

I’m going to miss having you as our nation’s President. You presided over the country during 
the most formidable period my life. I am proud to tell you that I intend to spend two years in 
Americorps following the completion of my undergraduate studies. I also hope to spend a few 
years teaching drama to children in an inner city school that lacks adequate funding for arts 
programs. I feel that 1 owe a debt of gratitude to you for all that you have done and especially, a 
debt to my country. As the daughter of a first generation American father who dropped out of 
college and a mother without a college education that raised two children alone for many years, 
I have had more opportunities than my parents have ever known.

Watching you address the convention delegates on Monday evening was bittersweet for me. As 
your journey as our nation’s President is ending, I feel like an era in my own life is ending. The 
same excitement that I felt as a 13 year-old watching you address the Democratic Convention 
in 1992,1 felt watching you this evening. The same optimism that I felt for the future of the 
nation I feel now because you've crafted policies and legislation that have paved the way for 
years of opportunities. I know that you haven’t done it alone, you’ve had to fight the Congress 
the entire way, but in many of the most important legislative battles, your vision prevailed, and 
for that I am so thankful. I think daily of that magical week that I spent in Washington. DC as 
one of your “Faces of Hope.’’’’ That distinction changed my life irrevocably and 1 have you and 
Tipper Gore to thank for that incredible honor. I’m now a junior at American University in 
Washington, D.C. majoring in Visual Media: Filmmaking. My aspirations are no longer to be a 
public political figure, but rather to influence the populace through mass media. Without the 
educational programs for student loans that you spearheaded, I would not be attending a 
university that exceeds $30,000 per year. The vast majority of my financial aid stems from 
monies made available to American University through the Pell Grant, Federal Direct Loans, 
Federal Work Study, and Federal Perkins Loans. You see, my mother does not make in yearly 
income what it costs to attend American University for one academic year. Without these 
programs, I would not have had the opportunity to spend 5 years at a university that I love and 
in a city that I adore.

President Bill Clinton 
c/o Betty Currie
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20500-0004
August 21, 2000

A. Heather Williams
President Clinton’s “Faces of Hope”
114 Hayes Circle
Rex, GA 30273-1546
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