


























ortd

Frankie Hewitt
Producing Artistic Director

Brian J. Laczko
Managing Director

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Hon. Joscph McDade *
Chairman

Gerald M. Lowdie
Vice-Chairman

Mrs. Paul Laxalt
Secretary

Richurd L. Thompson
Treasurer

Mrs. Bill Archer

Mary A. Baln

Paul Berry

Nicholas D. Chabraja
Samwei D. Chilcote, Jr.
Kimberly Olson Dorgan
Michacl G. Dovey

Hon. Kenneth M. Duberstein
Kimberly T. Ellwanger
Barry Gottchrer

Mrs. Fritz Hollings
Theodore W. Kassinger
Mrs. Trent Lott

Mrs. Charles T. Manatt
Hon. William F. McSweeny *
Mrs. Phillp Merrill

Lesllc Moonves

Rob Mosbacher

Zoc Dell Lantis Nutter

Mrs. Thomas P. O'Neill, Jr. *
Wayne R. Reynolds

Lewis Rudin

Hon. Frederick J. Ryan, Jr.
Hon. Jane DeGrafT Sloat
Catherine Ann Stevens

Hon. Walter J. Stewart
Ronald F. Stowe

Deborah Szekely

Mrs. John Tanner

Hon. C. William Verity, Jr. *
Ronald I1. Walker

Mrs. Charles Wick *

¢ Life Members

£e%

[N /é;(,ﬂz/-m A Pracsrmeo
Vl’l/{’ /\_, (ﬁ!ﬂ T A \J&M(

l//.,/_.‘_‘ ‘/r i,.. .«'.,

-

¥-30-00

re 511 Tenth Street, N.W.,, Washington, D.C. 20004 202/638-2941

August 16, 2000

8 %
The President and Mrs. Clinton

The Whitc House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Decar Mr. President and Mrs. Clinton:

We at Ford’s Theatre have looked forward to working with you one last time on Ceop ed

our annual gala. I personally was looking forward to having the opportunity to Bieias c
thank you on national television for all you have done for Ford’s Theatrc over the =

past seven and one-half ycars. Since you first came to the White House, you both Si'/\_o_u"-l- A\
have been unfailingly gracious and generous to this theatre. 1 know you have é‘”'a‘"‘

been extraordinarily busy, and I’'m sorry your schedules have not allowed you to

make a commitment to participate in the event we had planned for November 12.

Unfortunately, it is now too late for us to pull it all together so we have reluctantly

decided to cancel this year’s gala.

I do want to thank you again for hosting so many reccptions at the White House
for us, six in all, and cach and every one of them very much appreciated. Too,
your presence at Ford’s Theatre cnhanced each gala for every person in the theatre
as well as those watching on television.

If your schedule allows, know that we arc producing “Inherit the Wind,” starring
James Whitmorc and Robert Prosky, this fall. It will begin preview performances
on September 26, officially open on October 2, and run through November 5. As
you know, this thought-provoking drama is bascd on Clarence Darrow’s famous
dcfense of the Tennessee schoolteacher charged with breaking state law for
tcaching the theory of evolution in the classroom. The questions raised by
William Jennings Bryan and Clarence Darrow during the 1925 Scopes “monkey
trial” are still being debated today. USA Teday puts it this way, “timc has not
diminished “Inherit the Wind’s™ relevance — and has improved its balance.”

As I have mentioned in the past, [ always have my “in casc the President comes™
scats, so if you have any inclination to sce this show, let me know . . . even at the
last minute . . . and we’ll put those scats to good usc.








































































