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The Honorable William Jefferson Clinton
President of the United States

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

I am writing to you about the upcoming energy crisis we will most surely face this winter.
Despite Democrats every effort to be proactive on this issue, the Republican-controlled Congress
has refused to act. Unless action is taken soon, famnilies across the country will see their energy
bills skyrocket in this upcoming home heating season. That is why I am asking you to do
whatever you can administratively to create the Northeast Home Heating Oil Reserve and to
increase the supply of natural gas available for the consumer market.

Last winter, our nation faced a price surge in gasoline and in home heating oil, which is
now 50 percent more expensive than one year ago. To make matters worse, we are heanng
reports that natural gas prices have doubled and that inventories are at a six-year low while
demand is on the increase. I am most disturbed by analysts’ predictions that if this situation

continues, rationing might be necessary, and industry might be forced to shut down -
jeopardizing both jobs and production.

Earlier this year, Congressional Democrats atterupted to create the Northeast Home
Heating Oil Reserve to help stabilize home heating oil prices. I was pleased that you supported
our effort to establish this Reserve and that you have repeatedly asked the Republican-controlled
Congress to do so. Unfortunately, while the House has passed HR 2884 to establish the Reserve,
the Republican-controlled Senate has failed to act on the bill.

Because the Senate has blocked action on HR 2884, thec House has included funding for
the Northeast Home Heating Oil Reserve in the Energy and Water appropriations bill. The
Senate had similar language added to the Interior appropriations bill by the adoption of a
Lieberman amendment on voice vole. But neither of these bills have been enacted. Since winter
is again just around the corner, I urge you to establish the Reserve by Executive Order and to
work with us to make sure that funding is included in one of the remaining appropriations bills.

Natural gas prices are surging due to a lack of supply, which is easily disrupted by
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pipeline breaks and explosions. I ask you to do whatever you can to encourage the gas producers
to respond to these sky-high prices by increasing exploration, in an environmentally-friendly
manner, by maximizing production from the existing facilities, and by encouraging high users to
use alternative fuels where possible. It is my understanding that power utilities themselves are
some of the highest users of natural gas to producc electricity. I am concerned that natural gas
price spikes might have a ripple effect on the price of electricity. Because Pennsylvania produces
an abundance of clean coal, would it be possible to replace natural gas-generated power with
coal-generated power as long as EPA air emissions standards are met? I would appreciate a
Department of Energy (DOE) analysis of this option.

According to a study published by the Energy Information Admuinistration, there are 1,300
trillion cubic feet of potentially recoverable natural gas resources yet to be tapped. In order to
avoid future emergencies for natural gas customers, I ask you to do whatever you can to
encourage gas producers to increase drilling in an environmentally-conscious manner.

Finally, I amn concerned about the safety of our nation’s oil and gas pipelines. During this
Congress, |, along with House Commerce Committee Ranking Member John Dingell, have been
pushing for improvements in our pipeline safety-laws and for increased oversight. Unfortunately,
despite promises, the Republican majority has not taken steps to accomplish either. It disturbs--
me that these pipelines are not checked regularly by the Departrnent of Transportation once they
are in place. In light of the recent tragedy in New Mexico, which took 11 lives, ] want to know.
what action the federal government is taking to make sure these pipelines are safe and secure. ::

In closing, I want to thank you for working each year of your Administration to establish

an epergy policy to maximize conservation, the development of altematwe sources of energy,
and domestic sources of energy.

Si ly,

RON
Member of Congress

cc:

The Honorable Bill Richardson
Secretary

Department of Energy

































































































































