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TEE WHITE HOUSE

Offica of the Press Sccretary AN
(Providence, Rhode Island) §-2§-0¢

for Immediate Release July 28, 2000

REMARKS EY TEE PRESITDENT
AT FRIENDS OF FATRICX KENNEDY LONCE

Private R2sidence
Barringsen, Rhode Islan

3293 P M. EOT
THE PRESIDENT: You have %o te 33 ysars clc 2c heve That king =f
esergy. raughter.) You kaow, Patrick 1S -- he celetratec his 2irs
tirthday, but he looks like he's adout 23. Anc he %told rme that s:ery
that he tcld you -- rermermbper when he started his rzemarks ancd he talked
about being grounded., he w8s supposed To go to khis birthcay gparty and he
h

was grounded by bad westher. The first time he saic¢ it, I thought cne
of his parents made him stay home for bad behaviox. (Laughtsr.)

Don't pay any at:ention to this: we're ail dust sealo:ls, Patrick.
(Laughter.)

I want to thank Bill and Nancy for opening this magrificern: horme:
this Seautiful, beautiful place. And £or giving me a3 reasoh to Cchne %o

Barrington. I hope I canh come back. I really think it's amazingly
beautiful. (Applause.] (fcjf);c:(j

I want to thank Senater Reed for being here with us and for his Zﬁa o o=
truly outstanding leadershi!p in the Senate. I want to thank Ted and (JJI(--)
vicki and Joan for being here To suppor: you, Patrick. You deserve it. ) g
And everything you said akbcut your dad is the truth. (ARpplause.) 1(7()(7?3'1(2[

When Patrick wes up hers braggying orn his father, I leaned over to

Bill and 1 said, vou !wmow, you would be hard-pressed to nace 10 people
who have served in the United States Scnate in the entire history of
Anerica who have done as much good as Ted Kenmnedy has. And I <hink
that's very important. (Applause.)

I want to thank your former Gevernor, Bruce Sundlan, and your
former Lieutcnant Governor Bcb Leese, (phonetic) for being here and
Lieutenant Governor and all the mayors and lecislative leacers. And
there are 2 lot of people hers whc helped me from the keginning., but
want to aspacially mention Joe Pellino (phonetic) and Mark Weiner,
(phonetic) and Ira Magaziner and his whole family for being there for me
whea I was just vhat then-Fresident Bush referred toc ac a governor ¢f a
small, southern statc. Laughter.) And I was so naive, I thcught it

was a ccempliment. (laughtec.! And I still ds. ({(Lauchter.)

I want to thank Patrick for giving me the opportunity to come here
Zor him today. I don't know anybody in the Congress who vworks as hard
as he does. I don't know anybocdy in the Ccagreee any more devoted to
his cr her constituents than he is. I den't know anybody in the
Congress on the good days and *re bad -- and, believe me, vou get your
fair share of both down there -- who is always up, always there, always
focused, always doing what he's suppesad to do. You should be very
proud of what he has done with his life for you and the people of Rhode

Island. (Applause.)
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I think 4t is truly astonishing that one family has produced so
many peoplae so devoted to public service. His cousin, Joe, did a great
jok in the Congress. His cousin, Kathleen, I think is the finest
Lieutenant Governor in the entire United States -- unbelievable in terms

of what she's been able to accomplish. (Applause.)

3ut over the long run, if you will just stick with him. his energy
and consistency and dedication will make a3 unique markx on Rhode Island
and on zhe Un:%ed States, and I want you to stick with him. And besides
tha%, he's ncw raised all this money for these other people in Congress, '
and they owe him everything. I mean, if we get the majority, they may

mcve the capital up here, for all I know, just because of Patrick.
Rprp.ause.)

€z te -2s% say, tcc, orn behalf of Killary and myself and Al and
ore, I want tc thark the geople of Rhode Islernd for being so

S <€, and o e, especially, £or thzough electicns. I stopped at
chccl cn the way rRere and read my radio address for temorrow morning.
And cn the wey I stcpped and shook hands with a lct of the folks that
vere or. the stzeet. And I turned to one of my aides and I said, you
xmov, I want %0 spend the rest of my presidency in placas where I got 60
Ferczent c£f the vce or mcre. (Laughter and agplsuse,) I was pretty

hapry. Buz I'm vely grateful to you. o
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Anc I guess the remarks that I make today are sort of like what we
at rcoe used Tc call preaching to the saved. But I hope you will listen
tc what I have tc =ay; ancd I kncw that ycu have £riends rot only 211

cver this s%ta%ze, but all cver this country, and I hope you will share it
with them.

Sorme pecple thank I'm cra2y for doing what ¥Patrick said I am. 2've
naver worked harder in an election for myself than I'm working for cur
congressmen and our senatcrs and our Vice Presicdent. And, of course,
there {s onc particular Senate race I have more <han a passifng interest
in. (Lauchter.) BRBut I'm doing it for other reasons.

I core here tccay a little -- acually, reluctant tc speak because
the night before last was the firat time in two weexs I've been to bed
tefcre 2:00 a.m. because we were at Camp David wcrking on those Middle
East peace talks. And I'm not eure I'll remember what I say when I
finish, because I'm still a little tired.

bl

But let me tell you what I think is most important, and what I'm
concerried about. Patrick had it right: I always tell peopla, there's
only three things you need o xncw ebout this election. It is a kig
electicn, there are big differences, and oaly the Dermocrats want ycu to
know what the differences are. What does that tell you about who you
ought to votle for?

But let me explain what I mean by that. We're in the midst of the
-onges% economic expansion in cur country's history, including thcse
which occurred in wartime, and we've had nc war. All the social
indicators are gcing in the right direction. The welfare rolls are half
what trhey were when I tcok the Cath 2f Office; the crime rate is down:
the teen precnancy rate is dewm.

We hsve the highest homeownarship in our history. We have the
lowest poverty rate among single-parent households in over 40 years. the
lowest unemployment rate among wcmen an 40 years, the lowest minority
tnemployment rate ever reccrded. OCur country is at peace and we've bean
able to be 2 force for pecace from Norcthern Ireland to the Balkans to the
Middle East and throughout the world.

So what's the big deal here? Well, in my lifetime we have never
had such an opportunity to builg the future of our creams for our
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children. But we alsc know that even though things are going very well,
nothing stays the same forever, Americ8 is chahging rapidly and there
are big challenges out there on the horizon.

So I sayv to yvou, not in any morose way -- I mean, I'm just as happy
as the next guy -- and for my age, I'm almost as happy as Patrick.
(Applause.) But I want you to listen to this. How a nation ceals with
a unique moment of prosperity, a democracy, 18 just as stern a tast of
ouxr judgrent, our values, our wiscdom, our character as hcw we deal with

adversity.

You didn't have to be a genius in 1992 to know we needed a change.
This country was in trouble. We quadrupled the debt of the country in
22 vears, and reduced cuz investrment in the Zfuture.

Ne were in trouble. The ccuntry was tecorming more divided
socially. The politics of Washingtcn were stuck :n sort cf a parctisan
verbal warfare. And we h&d to change, WNow, pecpie think there mey ka
no consequences to change one way or the other.

Well, what I want to say 25 you is this: however peorle vote this
year, they will be voting for chance. There &3 no doudbt about that.
The question is, what kind of change will we vete for., This is
profoundly important. And countries are like indivicduals. There's nct
B person out here whc is over 30, a% least, who csn't remamber on@ tire,
at least one %ime in your life when you pade a huge nistakea,
professionally or poerscnally, not because things were cgoing so poorly,
but because things were going so well you thought there was no penaity
tc the failure to concentrate. It's almost encemic to the human

condi%tion.

And I see a lct of people nodding their heads. You know I'm
telling the truth. That's the only thing I'm worried about this vear.
People just sort of saying, gosh, things are going so well, you couldn't
mess this economy up with a stick of cdynamite. There doesn't seem tc be
nmuch difference to e, all these people axa so nice.

Now, that basically is the message of our Repuplican friends. Near
as I can tell, the message of the Bush campaign is jusc thaz. I meen,
how bad could I be? I've been governcr of Texas; my daddy was
President; I own a baseball team. (Laughter.) They like me dcwn there;
everything i1s rocking along hunky-cdory. Their freternity had it for
eight years, give it to ours for eight years =-- because wa're
cormpassionate aand humane and we're not like what you think about us from
watching the Congress for the last five years. That's the message isn':
it? Blur, blur, blur. Blur all the distinctiors.

¥ell., there is a difference. And that's what I wan: you to tell
every friend you‘ve cot all over this country. Whatever decision the
American people make, I will gladly accept. And I've already had so
many gifts in life I could never complain about anything that happens to
me. Sut I want my country et least to make this decision kncwing what
the altsrnatives azre and Xnowing that there are consequencess for
whichever choices we make., And let me just give you a few.

There is a huge difference in econcmic policy -- massive. This
year already, the Republicans have passed =-- not this czalendar year, but
over the last 12 months =-=- tax cuts totalling over & trillion dollars,
They're going to Philadelphia to advocate another tax cut way over a
trillion dollars. In other words, they propose to spend 100 percent and
more of tha projected surplus over the next 10 Years on tax cuts -- all
of {t. And 1f they enact them in a year, which they would do if they
had the White House and the Congress, thay would be there, but the money

may nct ke,
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