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A Proposal for Creation of the Buffalo River National Monument

The Buffalo National River BNR) is a unique river system located in the heart of the Arkansas Ozark
Mountains. it wanders for approximately 145 miles from its headwaters on Cave Mountain at the highest
point in the Ozarks to its confluence with the White River. The Buffalo River was designated as our
country's first National River in 1972. The upper portion (above the National Park Service boundary) was
federally designatea as Wild and Scenic in 1992

The Buffalo River arises from numerous creeks and small rivers falling from headwaters areas nestied
below sandstone ridges and limestone bluffs, The watershed is perched on Karst formations through
which water percolates downward among the limestone layers. Associated with these formations are
many extensive cave systems. Three species of endangered bats inhabit the area cave systems

The United States Fores! Service manages approximately 26% or 224,000 acres of Ozark National
Forest (ONF) lands in the 860,000-acre watershed of the Buffalo River. The National Park Service
manages approximately 11% or 95,000 acres in the watershed. There are aiso two Arkansas Game and
Fish wildlife management areas (24,000 acres). Most of the remaining watershed lands are privately
owned,

The ONF lands consist primarily of steep hardwood forested mountainsides in the upper watershed
These forests are responsible for scrubbing, cleaning and slowly releasing the outstanding waters that
make up the Buffalo River. The hardwood forests are home to a rich variety of native plants and animals
many of which are unique to the local area. They are also prime nesting grounds for a large variety of
neo-tropical migratory birds.

There has been increasing public demand for forest-based recreational opportunities in the BNR
watershed. Approximately 1 million visitors recreate in the Buffalo National River each year. Park

visitation is growing annually. Land-based dispersed recreation is the fastest growing recreational
category.

To formally recognize the importance of these resources, and to protect the unique natural and cuitural
qualities of the BNR watershed, and to preserve these lands and associated opportunities for our future
generations, we reguest that a new Buffalo River National Monument be created consisting of the
following lands:.

Upper Buffalo Watershed.. This consists of all non-wilderness lands in the Buffalo Ranger District of the
Ozark National Forest within the Buffalo River watershed (approximately 184,000 acres). This area is
located approximately 35 miles from Harrison Arkansas, in Madison, Newton and Searcy Counties. These
National Forest lands are upstream of the confluence of the Buffalo River and Richiand Creek. They are
located in the following watersheds: Buffalo River, the various streams comprising the Headwaters of the
Buffalo River, Richland Creek, Little Buffalo Headwaters, Edgmon Creek. Big Creek and Cane Creek.

Lower Buffalo Watsrshed... This consists of all non-wildemess lands in the Sylamore Ranger District of

the Ozark National Forest (approximately 6,000 acres). They are located in the watershed of Big Creek,
southwest of the Leatherwood Wildemess Area in Searcy and Marion Counties, Arkansas.
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August 8, 2000

Angela Wasson-Hunt

412 NW 43" Terrace

Kansas City, Missouri 64116

Dear Angela:

Thank you for your note.

Ann McCoy is working on your reguest,
continue to be in touch with her about
scheduling.

I hope to see you all soon.

SiQFerely,

[

Copreel
nncJLoxh

so please


































~’
CAPITOL, ROOM 2080 g%Bnate CHAIR:

SRAMENTO. CA 95814 ﬂ 3 e . NATURAL RESOUACES
(916) 445-1353 (,altfnrma Wegtslature AND WILCLIFE
(916) 324-4823 FAX SELECT COMMITTZE CON

HIGHER E0UCATION

10851 W, PICO BLVD., #202 TOM HAYDEN SUBCOMMITTEE ON COASTAL
LOS ANGELES, CA 90084 SENATOR ::8 gg!sz_?g;:r?gﬁc*aow
(310) 441:9084 TWENTY-THIRD DISTRICT
(210) 431-0724 FAX COMMITTEES;
: BUDGET AND FISCAL REVIEW
EDUCATION

ENVIRONMENTAL GUALITY
TRANSPORTAT!ION

August 10, 2000

Andrei Chemy
Democratic Party Platform Committee

Transmitted by fax: (202) 863-8003
Dear Andrei,

[ want to thank you for your thoughtful efforts at dialogue with critics of the platform, but
I must also register my serious concern at the dismissive and arbitrary way we were
rebutfed in Cleveland. The apparent need to close ranks against the “liberal wing” of the
party — we who demanded democratic accountability from the WTO, a living wage for
the working poor, and the redirection of funds from Star Wars to health care — seemed to
take precedent over preserving some of the party’s mainstream ideals.

There is time ahead for dialogue aimed at mending, so let me describe more clearly my
concerns about the issue of the WTO, which was the focus of our previous
correspondence. (see letter attached from President Clinton)

The final platform offered placating language conceming the protection of labor, human
rights and environmental standards, language which sets the Democratic platform apart in
an important way from the Republican pledge of unfettered investor rights.

However, the platform also includes an embrace of “fast track”, which centralizes power
for global trade deals in the Presidency, reducing the role of Congress, the states, cities,
and non-governmental organizations. Most important, it lacks an independent appeals
mechanism apart from secret trade panels.

For the sake of this dialogue, let me acknowledge that the case for centralization has a
certain ring of necessity in a fragmented political process, and is preferred by some in
organized labor — if the deal on the table is a good one.

But centralization carries a permanent potential for mistakes, and irreversibly changes our
federal system to a more executive-centered one, an “imperial presidency” justified for
the benefit of corporations and their professed cornucopia of trickle-down benefits.

It removes or weakens checks-and-balances crucial to our pluralist society.
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two points nationally among registered voters, and the difference among likely voters
would be narrowed from 52-40 to 52-46. The difference in these margins derives from (a)
current apathy among occasional voters, and (b) the Nader protest vote.

The Democratic campaign needs a powerful populist message to working people, not
simply an anti-Bush message combined with organizational endorsements from labor.
One of the ways to achieve this is through a message that under Al Gore our elected
democratic government will structure the new economic order in ways that make the
multinational corporations accountable to our ideals. That is no more “liberal” than the
American colonists’ 18" century revolt against British mercantilism, or the populist
politics of Robert Lafollete and William Jennings Bryan, or the second term of
Roosevelt’s New Deal.

Naturally all national politics is about winning the center. But dogmatically redefining
the center as more and more Republican — or a mechanically-constructed midpoint
between two poles — is mistaken. The progressive position is the center on promoting
trade along with labor and environmental protections grounded in democratic
accountability.

Sincerely,

ol

Senator Tom Hayden
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