


Proposal
For
The Vada Sheid
Community Development €. ier

It is being proposed that a Community Development Center be built in Mountain Home to assist
the immediate and surrounding communities in meeting the -2 :cational, economical, and
cultural needs of their population. This region includes the s />wing counties: Baxter, Fulton,
lzard, Marion, Searcy, and Stone. This proposed structure vvsuld include space to be used for
various purposes and house various programs. A portion of the space will be specifically
designated as an auditorium. The construction of this structize will result in the creation of jobs
as well as meeting a compelling community need. The strustire will benefit all community
members especially those from low and moderate income neigiiborhoods and will affect
members in three distinct ways: 1) educationally, 2) economteally, and 3) culturally.
Furthermore, resulting benefits will eliminate physical and ec.;somic distress. This project will be
completed within one year and will have a match from a nox-ederal source.

Creating Jobs

In reference to creating jobs, the construction of this facility will have both an immediate and
ongoing economic impact. The construction will have a $48&, 100, 000 impact on the regional
economy with 50% going toward immediate employment income. As a result of construction of
this facility, there will be immediate employment available for “onstruction workers and site
development planners while the facility is in the construction phase. The construction of this
facility may result in increased on-going employment in the fzfjowing areas:

Childcare

Facility management and care

Workforce development for the unemployed and underempl
Service industries

Incubator programs

Telecenter

a

Compelling Community Need/ Benefit low/moderate in¢ . 2e/ Eliminate physical &
economical distress

Members of the regional population who are to be served by . is project are presently
geographically isolated from sufficient, available facilities. " - current facilities are scattered,
overcrowded, and generally inaccessible. The construction of this facility will provide a central
location to possibly house the following community service p--ograms at no cost for low and
moderate income households:

ABE-GAE (adult education)—provides high school equivalesicy to SO0+

Twin Lakes Literacy Council—provides tutoring in basic literacy for all ages



















































An Archeological Heritage and Education Center for the Lower Mississippi Valley
Interim Report

Prepared by

The Midwest Archeological Center
National Park Service

June 8, 2000

During the week of May 8-12, 2000, a study team from the
National Park Service, Midwest Archeological Center
visited archeological sites in New Madrid. Pemiscot and
Dunklin counties. Missouri, and Mississippi. Greene,
Craighead, Crittendon Counties, Arkansas. The Special
Resource Study Team wa$ assisted in locating sites by Dr.
Claudine Payne and Mr. Marion Haynes of the Arkansas
Archeological Survey, Blytheville Station. This letter
provides a summary of some of the observations made by
the Special Resource Study Team and presents three
potential optiuns lor estabiishing an Archeological Heritage
and Education Center for the Lower Mississippi River
Valley.

Special Resource Study Team:

Mark Lynott, Manager, Midwest Archeological Center,
(402) 437-5392, ext. 107, mark_lynott@nps.gov

Anne Vawser, Archeologist, Midwest Archeological
Center, (402) 437-5392, ext. 109, anne_vawser @nps.gov

Dawn Bringelson, Archeologist, Midwest Archeological
Center, (402) 437-5392, ext. 145,
dawn_bringelson@nps.gov

The mailing address for the Study Team is:
Midwest Archeological Center

Federal Building, Room 474

100 Centennial Mall North

Lincoln. NE 68508

Fax: (402) 437-5098

Archeological Heritage and
Education Center Concept

The Study Team requested input on the nature of the
proposed Center through correspondence and conversations
with professional archeologists familiar with the Lower
Mississippi River Valley, public meetings in Blytheville,
and correspondence with Tribal governments, and other
elected officials. On the basis of this input, the Study Team
feels that the Center concept should focus on the
Mississippian Culture in the Lower Mississippi River
Valley, which dates roughly from A.D. 800 to A.D. 1600.
There is no intention of limiting research or interpretation
of earlier or later cultural manifestations, but the emphasis

on the Mississippian Culture provides a temporal and
cultural focus that is consistent with the structure of other
archeological parks in the National Park System. The
presence of the Eaker Archeological Site (3MS105).
proximity to Chickasawba Mound (3MS5) and availability
of facilities at the former Eaker Air Force Base make
Blytheville, Arkansas a logical location for the
Archeological Heritage and Education Center. Previous
examination of these resources by an NPS Study Team
indicated that the facilities and resources at Blytheville
alone were insufficient to justify creation of a new unit of
the National Park System. Consequently, this Study Team
has expanded the scope of the study to include other sites in
reasonable proximity to Blytheville. Geographically, the
Study Team has elected to focus on a Core Study Area
within 50 miies of Blytheviile. This wouid potentiaily
include sites in northeast Arkansas, southeast Missouri. and
western Tennessee. The recent site visit to this area
demonstrated that there are numerous significant
archeological sites within'this Core Area. and the 50-mile
limit represents a reasonable driving distance for people
visiting the Center and wishing to see other sites associated
with the Mississippian Culture.  The Archeological
Heritage and Education Center would have interpretive
exhibits and programs and direct visitors to other sites in
the region with public access. To offer an interpretive
program for the entire Lower Mississippi River Valley. the
Center would create interpretive partnerships with a wide
range of agencies, parks, and landowners who are willing to
encourage the public to visit archeological sites on lands
they own/manage. This latter component of the Center
might involve partnerships with sites from as far north as
St. Louis, Missouri and south to the Gulf of Mexico. and
incorporate sites that span the entire temporal scope of the
Mississippian culture in the Lower Mississippi River
Valley.

National Significance

The Mississippian Culture represents the last and most
complex stage of prehistoric Native American cultural
development in the southeast and midwest United States.
The main features of the Mississippian culture were initially
identified by archeologists working in the Central and
Lower Mississippi River Valley (Holmes 1886, 1903), and
the Mississippian archeological complex was named after
that region. Large temple mound sites associated with the
Mississippian Culture are found elsewhere, but these sites
are particularly numerous and impressive in the Mississippi
River valley and its primary drainages. Mississippian
culture is characterized by palisaded towns and villages
with temple mounds, maize-based agriculture. and the
presence of a wide range of highly artistic artifacts
associated with status in Mississippian chiefdoms. Among
the latter characteristics, highly developed ceramics are
well known and prized by collectors. and represent the




reason for much of the vandalism and looting that threatens
these sites today.

Archeologists have been impressed by the archeological
research potential of prehistoric sites in the northern portion
of the Lower Mississippi River Valley since the nineteenth
century (Conant 1879; Potter 1880, Thomas 1894). During
the first half of the twentieth-century, archeologists
continued to record and excavate sites, and publicize the
importance of the archeological record in this region
(Moore 1910. 1911, Walker and Adams 1946). During the
last half of the twentieth-century, archeologists began to
build a chronology and interpret the prehistoric sequence of
events and cultural processes that led to the development of
the Mississippian Culture (Phillips, Ford and Griffin 1951;
Williams 1954; Morse and Morse 1983; O’Brien 1994;
O’Brien and Dunnell 1998). Although the area is widely
regarded as being of great archeological significance,
research in this region has been limited in proportion to the
number and significance of the archeological sites in this
region.

Suitability and Feasibility

Although a number of state parks interpret and preserve
Mississippian Culture sites (e.g. Cahokia, Parkin), and
several significant Mississippian sites are preserved within
existing National Park Service units (e.g. Arkansas Post,
Natchez Trace), no unit of the National Park System
focuses on the Mississippian Culture in the Mississippi
Delta region. Preservation, study and interpretation of this
important component of the nation’s cultural heritage
would be a valuable addition to the National Park System.
Locating the Archeological Heritage and Education Center
at Blytheville, AR on Eaker Air Force Base would be
feasible for at least three reasons: 1) The area is easily
accessible from [-55, 2) the Air Force Base is owned by the
government and could be transferred to the National Park
Service for creation of the Center, 3) establishing the Center
could ensure continued long-term protection and public use
of the Eaker site, a National Historic Landmark.

Threats to Contributing Properties

Nearly all of the archeological sites in the Central and
Lower Mississippi River Valleys are threatened with either
ongoing degradation or imminent destruction. The two
factors which most threaten these important components of
the nation’s heritage are agriculture and looting.
Agriculture 1s the major industry throughout this region,
and through the process of on-going cultivation or land-
leveling, most sites are being destroyed (Davis 1972; Ford
and Rolingson 1972; Medford 1972). Sites which are not
threatened by agricultural practices are likely threatened by
looters, who illegally excavate graves and other features in
search of pots, or other artifacts which can be sold in flea
markets, art auctions, or even exported for international sale
(Davis 1972; Harrington 1991). Looting has a long history
in this region. and thousands of pots have been dug for sale
to museums and collectors all over the world. Based upon
the number of known “head pots” from the Campbell site,

Pemiscot County. Missoun: that are currently in private
collections. it 1s likely that literallv thousands of graves
have been looted at this site alone (O'Brien and Holland
1994: 210-212). Establishing the proposed Archeological
Heritage and Education Center may serve as a catalyst to
educate landowners about the importance of protecting the
nation’s cultural heritage.

Management Options

The Study Team feels that three options for preserving,
protecting, studying, and interpreting the archeological
resources in the Core Study area should be considered.

#1- The Center would include the sites located on Eaker
Air Force Base and be managed by a local government
agency or private foundation in association with the
Arkansas Archeological Survey Blytheville Station. The
Center would not be associated with the National Park
Service.

#2- The Center would include an interpretive and
education center managed by a local government agency or
private foundation, the sites located on Eaker Air Force
Base, Chickasawba Mound, and the Arkansas
Archeological Survey Blytheville Station. The Center
would be an Affiliated Area of the National Park Service.

#3- The Center would include an interpretive and
education center, archeological curation facility,
archeological research facility located at Eaker Air Force
Base, and include the sites at Eaker Air Force Base,
Chickasawba Mound. and at least six other sites within the
Core Study Area.  The Center would also study and
interpret the earthquake history of the region, and develop
interpretive partnerships to expand the interpretive scope of
the Center to include the Lower and Central Mississippi
River Valley. The Center and associated archeological sites
would become a unit of the National Park System.

Preservation options

If Option #3, as described above is imglemented, it wil! be
necessary to include sites in it that are not located on the
Eaker Air Force Base. Sites included within the park as
outlined in Option #3 would be preserved for future
research and ongoing interpretive programs. Preservation
of archeological sites included in the proposed park may be
achieved by a variety of options, including but not limited
to purchase from willing sellers, donation, conservation
easements, leases, exchanges, or cooperative agreements.

Request for Input

As the Study Team continues to prepare a Special Resource
Study report assessing the archeological resources
associated with the Mississippian Culture in the Central and
Lower Mississippi River Valleys, we request your
comments on the three options briefly outlined above. We
also welcome any ideas you might have as to how sites in
this area could best be preserved and/or interpreted within















































































