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AIR CRASH VICTIMS FAMILIES GROUP,
Post Office Box #6 Telephone: (201) 652-7050
Ridgewood, NJ 07451-0006 Telefax: (530) 504-8472

e-mail; ACVFA@Cs.com

July 5, 2000

Mr. President:

We are writing you in support of the “Montreal Convention” 1)
a Treaty which has been adopted by acclamation at the

conclusion of a Diplomatic Conference of the “International
Civil Aviation Organization” on May 28, 1999.

We respectfully ask that you give this Treaty your early
attention — sign it and forward it to the “Senate Foreign
Relations Committee” for its Advice and Consent in this
Congress.

The speedy ratification of the “Montreal Convention”
and its coming into force is urgently needed to restore
the international unity of the rules and regulations of
carriage by air — which are now covered by a patchwork
of limited private agreements.

The “Montreal Convention” is a unique Treaty:

= Itis a cornerstone of your Administration’s aviation policy.

» |tis a common product of all of its interest groups -
Government, Congress, the air carriers, the manufacturers,
the legal community, the flying public.

* |t was concluded by acclamation of over 120 countrles, which
now have started the process of its ratification. (Japan has
aiready ratified the “Montreal Convention” on May 22).

1) "Convention for the Unlfication of Certain Rules for International Carriage by Air”
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The Convention’s ratification would also bring to a concliusion
the first phase of your Administration’s aviation policy:

» The 1994 joint National Economic Council/Department of
Transportation work group, leading to:

= The 1995 “IATA" Intercarrier Agreement (I/1A).

« The 1996 “Memorandum of Best Practices and Procedures”
Leading to the 1998 International Passenger Manifest Rule.

* “The White House Commission on Air Safety and Security”

= The 1996 “Aviation Disaster Family Assistance Act”.

» The 1997 “Foreign Air Carriers Family Support Act”.

= The 1997 joint Department of Transportation/National
Transportation Board implementing ‘Task Force”.

= The 1998 ratification of the “Montreal Aviation Protocols #4”
(first introduced in 1975).

» The 2000 “Death On The High Seas Act” amendment as well as
Amendments to the 1996 and 1997 passenger assistance acts.

* Numerous reports, rules, regulations, bilateral agreements of
The Department of State, the Department of Transportation,
The Federal Aviation Administration and the National
Transportation Safety Board — with other Departments involved.

This substantial record would not have been achieved without
your encouragement, Mr. President, the interest of Vice-
President Gore, the participation of Transportation Secretary
Rodney Slater and his predecessor Secretary Federico Pena,
the initiatives of NTSB Chairman James Hall, the active
involvement of FAA Administrator Jane Garvey — and the actual
work done with dedication, patience, diplomacy, vim and vigor
by Nancy McFadden, Don Horn/Peter Schwarzkopf, Pat Murphy
at DOT, David Marchik, John Byerly/David Newman at DOS —
and lately by Alan Mendelsohn who lived long enough to see his
first efforts to modernize “The Warsaw Convention” in 1966 are
brought to its conclusion with the new “Montreal Convention”.
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Let us not forget all those and many others of their colleagues who
have been involved tirelessly. They richly deserve to see the early
conclusion of their efforts, so that we all together can go on forward
to address the many problems, which still need to be solved.

Please be assured, Mr. President that we shall continue to actively
support the ratification process in the Senate, as we have done in the
past. Time is getting short for this Congress. So, we are looking
forward to the early submission of “The Montreal Convention” to the
Senate Foreign Relations Committee.

This writer is grateful to you for your kind words and for your
assurances when you invited me as representatives of the air crash
victims families, to witness on April 5, 2000 your signing HR 1000
with “The Death On The High Seas Act’ attached. | shall never forget
when you joined the PAA 103 (Lockerbie) families at the dedication of
the memorial for their loved ones in Arlington cemetery, and again
when you and Mrs. Clinton mourned with each of the TWAS800
families, present at the Ramada Inn, at the time of their tragedy

Re eiully,

Hans Ephraimson-Abt
Spokesman

The Honorable William Jefferson Clinton
President of the United States
Washington, DC

“The Air Crash Victims Families Group” is an informal alliance of:

“The American Association for Families of KALO0O7 Victims”, the

* International Association of Swissair 111 Families”, “The Families of
TWABO0O0 Ass.Inc.” and individual families of Alaska Air261, EgyptAir990, as
well as families of other air crashes.
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