THE PRES!: 7 b7 €2gm
1-\4-00

Because it would bring the resources of a Federal-State
partnership, the Delta Regional Authority would be an effective
way to improve the economy of the Delta region, one of the, if
not the, poorest regions in the country. It covers seven states
(Arkansas, Mississippi, Louisiana, Kentucky, Illinois,
Missouri, and Tennessee). In the Delta, poverty remains at 175
percent of the national average, and the per capita income in
the Delta’s distressed communities is only 53 percent of the
U.S. average.
There is a lot of support for this Authority in the local
communities. It is not a partisan issue.
[ urge you to include the full $30 million requested for the
Authority.
After working with you to provide assistance to folks in New
Mexico affected by the fires and our continuing efforts to help
Native Americans in the Interior bill, I know you share my
desire to ensure that the Federal government’s resources are
directed to the people who need assistance the most.
We have a chance without too much of an up-front investment
to make a significant, lasting difference in the lives of the

people in this region.
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July 10, 2000

RECOMMENDED PHONE CALL

Senator Pete Domenici
0: 202-224-6621

H: 202-546-4973

NM O: 505-988-6511
NM H: 505-346-6971

Jacob J. Lew, (5-4840)
Sylvia M. Mathews (5-4742)

To persuade Senator Domenici to include funding for the Delta
Regional Authority into the Senate Energy and Water
Subcommittee Appropriations Bill. The bill is expected to be
marked-up on Thursday, so the call should occur before mid-day
Wednesday.

Your FY 2001 Budget proposed $30 million to fund a Delta
Regional Authority (Authority), modeled after the Appalachian
Regional Commission, to encourage economic development in the
region. The Authority would target funding to the counties with
the highest poverty and unemployment rates, and lowest per capita
income. The funding would be allocated for area development
programs such as infrastructure and job training ($25 million),
assistance to participating state and local economic development
entities (33 million), and technical assistance and administrative
expenses ($2 million).

The House did not include funding for the Authority in its Energy
and Water appropriations bill. We see the Senate Energy and
Water appropriations bill as the best shot for getting this funding
included.

OMB has had discussions with Senator Stevens. Senator Stevens
is not opposed to the Delta Regional Authority, and has asked for
OMB’s support for obtaining funding for the Denali Commission,
a similar regional economic development entity in Alaska.
Funding was included in the FY 2001 Budget for the Denali
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"When I ran for the Arkansas Supreme Court, Griffin also ran that
year," former Supreme Court Justice Jim Johnson of Conway remembered.
"He was the kind of candidate that people dream about. He didn't do the
things I did to get elected. His code of ethics was such that he thought
background and qualifications and history should be the deciding factor.
Theoretically, that's true. But I went at it like running for office. That
worked, in retrospect. But it would be an ideal situation to be able to run
for a public office in his manner. 1 am told that presidents used to do it that
way."

As influential a lawyer as Smith was, his heart was really in the theater,
said his son. For 40 years, until 1998, Smith was part of the Pulaski
County Bar Association's Gridiron show, a biennial political parody of
local lawyers, politicians and personalities. He had an uncanny knack for
matching show tunes with local characters, whether it was a sendup of
Sheriff Tommy Robinson's straight-faced raid on a toga party, set to "If
My Friends Could See Me Now," or a number about Justice John Purtle's
acquittal of conspiracy to commit theft of property by deception through
an insurance claim after his car was destroyed in a fire, to the tune of "l
Don't Want to Set the World on Fire."

In 1978, for the first time, Gridiron's program identified the show's
scriptwriter as Smith. He had been the person responsible for putting the
perennially sold-out show together for 24 years before that, but it had been
the custom not to acknowledge any of the writers.

"He spent so much time -- he would go to England and New York and
pick up ideas for his show," McMath said. "He could have been a theater
director."

Smith was also a member of the American and the Arkansas bar
associations and was elected president of the Pulaski County Bar
Association in 1969.

This article was published on Wednesday, July 12, 2000
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more passionate voice for justice and equality in all of
America.”

The Seattle Post-Intelligencer (7/14, Pope) reported
that Bradley “enthusiastically endorsed the vice president
yesterday, providing a shot of momentum that Gore believes
will pay rich dividends in tossup states like Washington. In
only his second public appearance since dropping out of the
Democratic race in March and his first with Gore, Bradley
gave Gore his biggest wish - a strong, unequivocal
endorsement.”  Bradley's support ‘is important to Gore
because it could keep voters from defecting to Green Party
candidate Ralph Nader." Gore aides ‘have become
increasingly worried that Nader's appeal could be particularly
strong in states like Washington and Oregon.”

More Apalysis. On CNN (7113, Inside Politics),
political analyst Bill Schneider said that although Bradley
“didn't win a single primary or caucus,” his endorsement of
Gore is important because he *tried to rally liberals in a
campaign against Clintonism. His argument? Under Clinton
and Gore, the Democratic Party has lost its ambition.” But
now, it is “not the Bradley vote Gore is worried about. It's the
Ralph Nader vote. Nader is doing something Bradley never
did: He's attacking Gore personally.” Nader's challenge
*could tum out to be more serious. To many voters, Nader's a
consumer's hero, and his complaint about Gore hits a nerve
with the same liberals Bradley targets. Nader's charge --
Gore's a sellout to big money.” That charge “resonates with
union voters in the Midwest, who are angry with Gore over
trade. It also resonates with environmentalists on the West
Coast who think Gore is too cautious. Gore hopes the
Bradley endorsement will keep liberals onboard. That was
Bradley's message: A vote for Nader is a vote for Bush.”
Nader is “materializing as a bigger threat to Gore than
Buchanan is to Bush. Nader is outpolling Buchanan in the
polls, number one. Nader has a far more positive image
among voters than Pat Buchanan does. Nader is regarded a
hero to consumer activist, whereas Buchanan many voters
consider a trouble maker. And much more to the point,
conservatives this year, unusually, seem to be willing to make
compromises to win."

In his Philadelphia Daily News column (7/14), Sandy
Grady wrote, “It's hardly an earth-shaking scoop that* Gore is
“in trouble. Al's 2000 campaign has zero traction. He's
running like a man wearing snow shoes in quicksand.” Gore
“even bores Democrats -- over half say they're underwhelmed.
Every week he reinvents himself. He's still Sominex AL’

Added Grady, "Gore's idea of an exciting event was an
endorsement by Bill Bradley. Z-z-z-z. Who's in the wings, Dr.
Kevorkian?®

Jim Angle reported on Fox's *Special Report® (7/13),
“Here in Green Bay, Bradley said nothing nice about Gore
personally, but under the circumstances, the Vice President
seemed please the senator went as far as he did. And Gore
repaid Bradley's endorsement by praising the same Bradley
positions that he ridiculed during the campaign." Angle
added, “Now Gore ripped Bradley during the campaign,
during the primary, prompting Bradley to call him the elephant
of negative campaigning. But now, Gore calls him a
Democrat who stands and speaks for the principles that all
Democrats believe in, and even suggested he might try to
implement some of Bradley's ideas.’

Fred Bames said on Fox's “Special Report” (7/13)
Bradley *has more energy shooting free throws than that. |
mean, he raised his voice. | guess in Bradley's case that goes
for high energy. This was enough of what Gore expected, but
he mainly praised what the party can do if they have all of
Congress and the White House rather than -- it wasn't that
fervent a personal endorsement of Gore." Barnes added
Bradley's absence “would be a nagging problem for Gore.
Now he's ended that. But look -- | mean, here is what -- |
mean, here is the difference. McCain won some things. You
look at how a Bush-McCain ticket runs and Bush runs a
stronger race against Gore and whoever with McCain as his
running mate. You add Bradley to Gore and it doesn't help.”

Morton Kondracke said on Fox's “Special Report®
(7/13) Bradley's endorsement “was late. You know, it's been a
long time for him to use the ‘E' word, and you know, | guess
it's time enough, you know, the convention is still more than a
month away and so on, and they can get their act together,
but it's further evidence that Gore is just slow putting the
whole Democratic Party together, and Bush has got his party
completely solidified.® Kondracke added, “The thing about
being late here is that if Bradley does campaign for Gore he's
got to answer all the questions that McCain has been asked a
thousand times -- 'Hey, don't you remember when you said
that George Bush was over the top and a bad guy and all." |
don't know. But this is the case with Bradley, this all happens
now, late. He has -- there are all these quotes that reporters
will have to ask him about.”

Jeff Birnbaum said on Fox's “Special Report” (7/13), “|
think you have to say that it was better for Gore that Bradley
endorsed him than if Bradley did not endorse him, and he
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THE WHITE HOUSE
XD \ WASHINGTON

July 13, 2000

Judy Rippetau
4560 Landon Road
Wellesley Island, New York 13607

Dear Judy:

Hillary and I were very saddened to learn of
your mother's death, and we wanted you to know
we're thinking about you and your family. It
seems that Hospice was a true blessing to her
and to you during these recent months.

We send you our heartfelt condolences and will
be keeping you in our prayers.

Sincerely,

Tw














































































































