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Pentagon comes under attack

for not having China center
Facility was to study Beijing’s military and plans for attack

By Bill Gertz

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

Congress has criticized the De-
fense Department for failing to
move quickly in setting up a spe-
cial center to study the Chinese
military.

A House committee report on
the current defense authorization
bill says “the committee is con-
cerned thatthe Departmentof De-
fense has not placed sufficientpri-
ority on ensuring that the center
car carry out its mandate.”

“The committee is especially
concerned that the department
has not 1dentified a source of fund-
ing for the center to allow it to pro-
ceed with hiring a permanent di-
rector and implementing the
research, conference, and other
acuvities for which the center was
established," the report says.

A Senate aide who specializes in
China affairs said the Pentagon ap-
pears to be subverting Congress'
original intention for the center by
turning it into a part of its military
diplomacy with China.

The aide, who spoke on the con-
dition of anonymity, said the Cen-
ter for the Study of Chinese Mili-
tary Affairs should not become a
**schmooze” center for U.S.-Chi-

nese military exchanges. “That's"

contrary to everyone's intent for
establishing this center,” he said.
“The idea [for the center] is to de-
vote people full time to what we
view as a rising Chinese mlitary
power and potentially threatening
military developments.”

The Pentagon announced in
March it had established the new

center but missed a June 1 dead-
line for appointing a permanent di-
rector. federal law requires the
center to be set up by June 2001.

As a result of differences with
the administration, Congress has
refused to fund the center in the
current defense bills now working
their way through the House and
Senate.

However, to keep the center go-
ing, the U.S. Pacific Command has
agreed to provide some $20,000 for
a conference, offictals said. The
funding has raised concerns
among congressional aides that
the administration is not following
Congress’ wishes.

Congress required the center to
be established by the Pentagon un-
der last year's defense author-
1zation law. One goal, according to
committee reports, was to study
China’s “growing military power”
and 1ts strategy toward the United
States.

In aslap at US. intelligence, the
report says that “currently the De-
partmentof Defense lacks an orga-
nizauon whose primary mission 1s
to provide comprehensive analysis
and promote a broader under-
standing of Chinese mulitary af-
fairs and strategy.”

The Pentagon announced in
March it was creating the center,
butfailed to meet a June 1 deadline
for having a permanent director in
place and a detailed plan.

A Natonal Defense University
(NDU) official involved in setting
up the center said the naming of
Ronald Montaperto, an NDU Chi-
na specialist viewed within the

Pentagon as a soft-liner on China,
had met the June 1 deadline.

Other defense and congres-
sional officials said the current
NDU outline for the center does
not fit with the legislauve require-
ments. Instead of focusing on the
People’s Liberauon Army, the cen-
ter will focus on economic issues
and other nonmulitary topics and is
being transformed into the Penta-
gon's mulitary exchange program
with China, they said.

Several congressmen said the
exchanges are being used by China
to gather intelligence and to influ-
ence US. military policies toward
China with the goal of making it
easier to gain military technology.

Tom Donnelly, a former House
Armed Services Committee staff
member, said the center has been
caughtin the politics of U.S. Chuna
policy. “The administrauton is try-
Ing its best to ignore it," Mr. Don-
nelly said.

Mr. Montaperto’s involvemnent
also 1s controversial, he said. “It
would be a mistake to name a guy
with the political baggage that he
brings to the job, whether it's a
conservative or a panda hugger”
— the term used to describe pro-
China analysts, he said.

To be useful over the long term,
the center needs to become a non-
controversial source for informa-
tion on the Chinese mulitary.

The Joint Staff, in partcular, is
said to be upset with the center and
its parent group, the Institute for
National Security Studies, for fail-
ing to provide support to the US.
milhtary.
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THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

Opportunities for Late July

J  Craters of the Moon National Monument Expansion (central Idaho) 750,000 acres
. Paria Plateau (northern Arizona) 300.000 acres

Work in Progress on the Hill

J  Colorado Canyons Nat’l Conservation Area (Grand Junction, CO) 122,240 acres
d  Steens Mountain Protection Area (southeastern C)regon) 490.000 acres
2 Santa Rosa Mountains National Monument (Paim Springs, CA) 272,000 acres
Jd Carrizo Plain Nat’l Conservation Area (central valley of California) 250,000 acres
3 Las Cienegas Nat’l Conservation Area (Tucson. AZ) 170.000 acres
J  Upper Missouri River Breaks (Fort Benton. MT) 225,000 acres
3 Pompey’s Pillar, Lewis & Clark Site (Billings. MT) 640 acres
1 San Rafael Swell Nat'l Conservation Area (Utah) 960.000 acres
Total Designations Total Acres
Teddy Roosevelt 17 1926818
Calvin Coolidge 15 2i6oa229
Herbert Hoover 17 2i2ar2D
F.D. Rooseveit 26 2./50,/.30
Bill Clinton ' 10 968,900
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