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VIA FEDERAL EXPRESS /Lt

July 3, 2000

c./’

Re: Petition for Commutation of Sentence of Huseyin Yildirim

Dear Ms. Currie:

i /

If you have any questions or comments regarding the foregoing, please do not hesitate to 
contact me.

Betty Currie
Appointment Secretary
The White House 
Washington D.C.

Enclosed please find my original letter to President Clinton concerning the above­
referenced matter. I would greatly appreciate it if you would forward the enclosed the 
letter to the President at your earliest opportunity. I believe it is self explanatory.

I hereby also request a brief appointment with President Clinton some time before he 
leaves office. I am prepared to come to Washington at his convenience to discuss this 
matter. I have exhausted every other available opportunity avenue within our 
government and its laws to seek justice for my clients cause, but as the President’s 
Pardon Attorney informed me in my meeting with him in September 1998, the only 
person who can really do anything to help my client is President Clinton. On the other 
hand, if President Clinton is understandably too busy to meet with someone as 
unimportant as myself, I am also prepared to come to Washington to meet with 
whomever the President delegates the task of helping him determine whether or not to 
grant my client’s pending petition for clemency.

jfimES &. mcHOLS, jb.
ATTORNEY AT LAW

EL DORADO BUILDING, SUITE L

1900 STATE STREET

SflRTfi BflUBAftfi, CfiLIFOCnifi 93101

TELEPHONE (BOS) 569-3931

FACSIMILE (605) 682-6772

Lt Ce-c-x_oo

Japaes R. Nichols, Jr.

Cc: Meredith E. Cabe, Associate Counsel to the President 
Huseyin Yildirim



July 3, 2000

Re: Petition for Commutation of Sentence of Huseyin Yildirim

Dear President Clinton:

I am just a 49-year-old, small town lawyer whose practice is devoted mainly to business 
and real estate matters. I have a wife (Consuelo, a primary school tutor), a son (Pablo, 
who just graduated from U.C.S.B.), and two daughters (Cassie, a junior at Princeton, and 
Miranda, a freshman Santa Barbara High School). I have no significant political 
connections or celebrity friends. In short, I am an unimportant person whose life has 
largely been devoted to his family and his modest law practice. However, what I do 
believe I share with you is a strong sense of curiosity and, I hope, a desire to do justice 
whenever afforded that opportunity.

I suppose it was my curious nature and devotion to justice which has led me to spend a 
substantial part of my law practice over the last 20 years on pro bono and charitable 
matters. Although I have been recognized for my pro bono work by my local and state 
bar associations, the inherent rewards from helping those who truly need the assistance of 
an attorney in connection with matters that involve vindication of important rights and do 
not otherwise result in the acquisition of money or property, and who cannot afford to 
hire an attorney, have proven to be far more satisfying to me over the years. In any 
event, when I was asked about five years ago by Professor Bob Michealson (who 
founded U.C.S.B.’s Religious Studies Department and who is now retired) to try to help 
an inmate whom he was counseling at the U.S. Penitentiary in Lompoc and who seemed

President Clinton
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Ave NW
Washington, D.C. 20500

In your televised news conference last week, I heard you say that the most important 
attribute a president of this country can have is a sense of curiosity. I agree. In fact, I 
think that a sense of curiosity is in part essential to achieving true intellectual, emotional 
and spiritual fulfillment in life for any person. But I would respectfully suggest (and I 
would suspect you would agree) that another important ingredient in any presidential 
makeup should be a desire to see that injustice, where it can be avoided or cured, does not 
occur on his watch.



to be caught up in an almost Kafkaesque situation, I agreed to do so. That inmate’s name 
is Huseyin Yildirim.

I have been informed recently by retired U.S. Army Col. Stuart Herrington1 that I have 

been on a “fool’s errand” these last five years in seeking a commutation of Huseyin’s 
sentence. I frankly no longer care what Col. Herrington thinks about my efforts on 
Huseyin’s behalf. Nor do I think that you as President should care what Col. Herrington 
and perhaps others of his political persuasion think about Huseyin’s case or about you 
personally or politically. What I do care about is whether you have enough curiosity 
about Huseyin’s case to take the time to give it the fair consideration it deserves before 
you leave office.

Suffice it to say, I have come to believe very sincerely and strongly that although 
Huseyin was clearly guilty of having committed espionage on behalf of the former East 
German government against the United States while he lived in West Berlin during the 
Cold War and therefore deserved to be punished for said crime, his life without 
possibility of parole sentence meted out to him in 1989 is no longer a just or humane one. 
I will not bore you here again with the details of my factual and legal arguments on 
behalf of his Petition, since they have been previously presented to you and your Pardon 
Attorney.

I have spent well in excess of a thousand unpaid hours over the last five years on 
Huseyin’s case, including traveling to Germany to take statements from his former 
employers in the East German intelligence service (HVA), traveling to Savannah, 
Georgia in an unsuccessful attempt to enlist the support of the U.S. Attorney and federal 
judge who, respectively, prosecuted and sentenced Huseyin in 1989, and traveling to 
Washington D.C. to meet with the Pardon Attorney, who informed me that I was wasting 
my time in talking to him instead of you. Despite all of my efforts these last five years, I 
fear that you either will not act on Huseyin’s Petition before you leave office, or if you do

I will be the first to admit that I was somewhat reluctant even to see Huseyin, if only 
because he is a Turkish citizen (I was brought up by some of my mother’s Greek- 
American relatives to hate all Turks), and a convicted spy who worked for the foreign 
intelligence service of the former communist East German government. However, 
because I have great respect for Dr. Michealson, and I was curious about Huseyin’s case, 
I agreed to see him and to review the facts and circumstances surrounding his conviction 
and sentence. My subsequent efforts on Huseyin’s behalf resulted in my filing a Petition 
for Commutation of Sentence (“Petition”) with your Pardon Attorney in September 1996, 
and in my writing and submitting voluminous letters and other documents on his behalf.

President Clinton

July 3, 2000 

Page 2

1 Col. Herrington was the officer in command of the Army’s counterintelligence operations in Berlin when 

most of the espionage activities that Huseyin successfully engaged in occurred. He is also the author of the 

recently published book. Traitors Among Us: Inside the Spycatcher’s World (Presidio Press 1999), which 

deals in part with Huseyin’s case. It is obvious from reading this book, and in my conversations with Col. 

Herrington, that he still understandably bears considerable animus towards Huseyin, in that Huseyin’s case 

caused Col. Herrington much personal embarrassment and may have damaged his military career 

irreparably.



e.

?

act, you will summarily deny it based on an unchallenged recommendation from 
someone in the Pardon Attorney’s office and/or Justice Department. That is why I am 
writing this letter to you in one last attempt to seek a hearing with you or someone else in 
the White House or Justice Department who will in fact play a meaningful role in the 
determination of Huseyin’s Petition.

I pray that you will see it within your heart to forgive my client for his foolishness, bad 
judgement and Cold War-related crimes against this country. Meanwhile, I pray also 
that you will at a minimum give my client’s cause a fair and adequate opportunity to be 
heard.

Cc: Pardon Attorney
Huseyin Yildirim

In view of the foregoing, I hereby request a reasonable opportunity to be heard briefly in 
this matter. I believe I can make a compelling case not only why commuting Huseyin’s 
sentence is the most just and humanitarian course of action for this country to take at this 
time, but also why it is politically expedient, or at least politically feasible, to do so. If 
Huseyin’s petition is not acted upon before you leave office, or if it is summarily denied 
before then, there is little chance that this 72-year-old, harmless relic of the Cold War 
will ever see his family in Germany and Turkey again as a free man. In other words, if 
you do not act to commute his sentence before you leave office, Huseyin will most 
certainly die in a U.S prison while the true legal and moral culprits in his case either will 
be freed one day or go unprosecuted. Needless to say, such an injustice clearly should 
not go uncorrected in this great country of ours, especially given its tradition of fair play 
and humanitarianism.

''

President Clinton

July 3, 2000 

Page 3

Respectfully submitted.

ij
James R. Nichols, Jr.

espectfully submitted.



June 25, 2000

Dear President Clinton: W JUL b’AMb.'Ub

I hope you and your family are well. We continue to pray for you.

Again, I strongly encourage Judge Keith’s selection as a Presidential Medal of Freedom recipient.

/(^IOCPlease give my best to the family.

-v-s clWith warm regards,

V
Rosa Parks

I'Uo 

Finally, I should note that Judge Damon Keith is a respected role model for our youth. A Detroit Public 
School is named in his honor, and he continues to advise and support Rosa and Raymond Parks Institute 
for Self Development, which I co-founded with Elaine Eason Steele, in honor of my husband.

It was nice to be with you at the Thurgood Marshall Federal Judicial Center in February, 1999, when the 
Marching Toward Justice exhibit opened in Washington D.C. I thought you might like a picture of us 
together at the event, so I have enclosed one. Since that time, the exhibit, which you like so well, has 
traveled to federal courthouses in New York, Philadelphia and Newark. It is now at the Howard 
Metzenbaum Courthouse in Cleveland, and will soon appear in federal courthouses in Los Angeles and 
San Francisco.

The Honorable William J. Clinton 
President of the United States 
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

I am adding my name to the list of Judge Damon J. Keith admirers and people of good will who would 
like to see him receive the Presidential Medal of Freedom. His legal decisions have moved us closer to 
equality. In his civic and community life, his collection of African American Legal History, the first of its 
kind, is outstanding. Judge Keith’s appointed chairmanships for celebration, reflection and review of the 
Bicentennial of the Constitution of the United States by Chief Justices Burger, Rehnquist and later 
President Bush, documents his devotion and commitment to this country.

Rosa & Raymond Parks Institute for Self Development
65 Cadillac Square Suite 2200 Detrom MI 48226 (313)9654)606 Fax (313) 894-3566

J L
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Dear Betty,
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MCI Center • 601 F Street, N.W. • Washington. DC 20004 • 202 661-5020 • Fax 202 661 5029
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Ms. Betty Currie 
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

ABE POLLIN
Chairman of the Board and 

Chief Executive Officer

Enclosed is a letter asking the President for a brief appearance and sponsorship at 
an event supporting a Democratic candidate for the House of Representatives 
from Maryland - I am the chair of that campaign.

Abe Pollin
V

I would be very grateful if you can expedite this request so we can set a date and 
place as soon as possible.

WASHR
&ENTERTAINMENT

Sint sfr^ly.

A ^ScJAj: cAxj/StxA.
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March 16, 2000

Dear Mr. President:

It is time to take the House of Representatives back!

My very good friend Terry Lierman is running for Congress in Maryland’s Eighth

With this in mind, I would ask you, at a time of your choice in June or July to join 
. . « T Z

Since/ely,

President Bill Clinton 
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

ABE POLLIN
Chairman of the Board and 

Chief Executive Officer

' \ 1

Poiii

me as a host at an event in honor of “Congressman Lierman”.

District and I am the chair of his campaign. Last week, he won the primary with 
over 61% of the vote - in a five -way race - the largest margin of victory in a 

Democratic primary here in 14 years.

Terry received early endorsements from all the leading Democrats in Maryland - 
and from an array of national political leaders including Ted Kennedy, Tom 
Harkin and Jim Moran. We are all working very hard to get Terry elected, to give 
Maryland a Democratic majority in its Congressional delegation, and to return 

control of Congress to the Democrats.

Your leadership and hard work has helped Democrats regain seats in each of the 
last two elections, and has helped the DCCC have its most successful cycle ever.

I will organize the event around your schedule. Congressman Gephardt and 
Kennedy have agreed to join us, as have members of the Maryland Congressional 

delegation.

Terry Lierman and his campaign for Congress are very important to me. I hope 
you will agree to show your support for Lierman for Congress at an event this 

summer. I look forward to hearing from you.

..rtSHWm^SPORTS
&ENTERTAINMENT

MCI Center • 601 F Street, N.W. • Washington, DC 20004 • 202-661-5020 • Fax 202-661-5029
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The President 
The White House 
Washington, D.c. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: ' 

3·850 Tunlav Road, N. W. ,
Washington, D.c. 20007
( 2.02) 298 .... 9090 
May 25, 2000 

Apt. 113 

David Leopoulos recommended that I write this letter to you, 
and he said that he would be glad to forward the letter to 
you by fax. 

I graduated from Ameri�an University on May 14th. vith a 
bachelor's degree in international studies. My minor is 
German. I interned.with the State Department during this 
school year, and. l havce · al.so studied·. at the Freie Uni.versi f.aet 
of Berlin. I �lan to take the foreign serv·ice exam in the fall. 

Mr. Leopoulos thought. you mfght be able to help me in . 
obtaining employment •within the government in the Washington 
area. I would appreciate any assistance you could give me. 

I have enclosed a copy of my resume, and I would be glad to 
talk with anyone .who might be interested in employing me. 
I have included my Washington telephone number and .address 
at the top of this letter. 

My parents, David and Frances Dunham, send their best wishes 
to y.ou and your �amily. 

Thank you in advance for your assistance. 

Yours sincerely; 

Dunham 

Enclosure 

la) 002 
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detendanf who was tried'andconvictea in a New York'State’court, has not been cnargcu w.ut z
wii.il any

federal crime, such as conspiracy, federal civil rights or bias/hate crime.

\ I am writing to respectfully r£flLiest_amgeting with you and Mrs. Halberstam. We could
/^provide you an opponunity to hear first hand the reasonsldr and’importancTof encouraging the

FBI to reclassify this crime as an act of terrorism

Best regards,
r>

Mark Green
cc: John Podesta

TEL: (212)'669-72001 CENTRE STREET NEW YORK, NY 10007
fe'GCU^

.1,. q,„ 

v* Hiv<i3uie to see you last week at Al­
to you, I wanted to convey my support for reclassil

Mrs. Devorah Halberstam, the mother of 
to correct the FBI’s classification of this horrific 
^'terrorism While the FBI is currently conducti.._, 

MARK GREEN
Public Advocate

west in

<-2_so _

cn Q

On March 1, 1994, Mr. Halberstam, a 16-y 
other students returning from a prayer vigil for the 
Brooklyn Bridge, their van was approached by anc 
arsenal of weapons, fired over 40 rounds of ammu 
along with three other students. A few days later 1

The incident attracted national and interna 
hand-wrote a condolence note to the family whicl 
family and the Jewish community were very grate

Every day on my way into work at the Municipal Building I pass a sign on the Brooklyn 
Bridge that reads ‘Ari Halberstam Memorial Ramp.” That sign not only reinforces my memory of 
that awful day in March 1994 but also impels me to see that justice be served for the sake of all 
Americans.

As I mentioned
7/ G / OO

FAX: (212) 669-4701
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PUBLIC ADVOCATE FOR THE CITY OF NEW YORK

June 28, 2000

Dear Mr. President:

Best regards,.
A

Mark Green
cc. John Podesta

The Honorable William Jefferson Clinton
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, DC 20500

MARK GREEN
Public Advocate

Every day on my way into work at the Municipal Building I pass a sign on the Brooklyn 
Bridge that reads "Ari Halberstam Memorial Ramp.” That sign not only reinforces my memory of 
that awful day in March 1994 but also impels me to see that justice be served for the sake of all 
Americans.

I am writing to respectfully rfiquest a meeting with you and Mrs. Halberstam. We could 
/^provide you an opponunity to hear first hand the reasonsFor and“importance of encouraging the 

FBI to reclassify this crime as an act of terrorism

The incident attracted national and international attention. And as you may recall, you 
hand-wrote a condolence note to the family which I gave them as they sat shiva for their son. The 
family and the Jewish community were very grateful for your thoughtfulness.

tz--------- ■-—

It was a pleasure to see you last week at \rHTs “Save the Music” program. As I mentioned 
to you, I wanted to convey my support for reclassifying the fatal shooting of Ari Halberstam

On March 1, 1994, Mr. Halberstam, a 16-year-old yeshiva student, was in a van with 14 
other students returning from a prayer vigil for the Lubavitcher Rebbe. While traveling on the 
Brooklyn Bridge, their van was approached by another car and Rashid Baz, armed with a small 
arsenal of weapons, fired over 40 rounds of ammunition. Tragically, Mr. Halberstam was hit, 
along with three other students. A few days later he died.

Mrs. Devorah Halberstam, the mother of the slain boy, has been in the forefront of seeking 
to correct the FBI’s classification of this horrific crime from mere “road rage” to an act of 
/ terrorism " While the FBI is currently conducting a review of the Halberstam case, 'to date the 
defendant? who was tried and convicted in a New York State court, has not been charged with any 

federal crime, such as conspiracy, federal civil rights or bias/hate crime.

*I?
XjK

1 CENTRE STREET NEW YORK, NY 10007

— - - .- o, v.

TEL: (212) 669-7200 FAX: (212) 669-4701 
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Bill Clinton’s
Frothy Fourth%

A'1JL.
rain all day, opened enough to let 
the sun shine on the party.

And then—cynics can stop read-

By Roxanne Roberts 
B ushington Posl Staff Writer

ABOARD THE USS JOHN F. 
KENNEDY. July 4 

s she reached the flight 
deck of this massive air- 
.craft carrier, Washington 

jewelry designer Ann Hand 
looked around and gave a little 
squeal. “How cool is this?"

Way cool. Red, white and blue 
cool. The party hosted by Secre­
tary of Defense William Cohen to­
day surely was the most spectac­
ular celebration of Independence 
Day 2000. As his wife, Janet, pro­
claimed: “It’s flag-waving time!"

The place: New York Harbor, 
in sight of the Statue of Liberty, 
on the deck of the JFK. The 
guests: President Clinton, the 

first lady, Caroline Kennedy 
Schlossberg, Miss America and 
5,000 other VIPs.

The sights: a landmark parade 
of 26 majestic tall ships and two 
dozen warships from 14 coun­
tries in what was only the sixth 
International Naval Review in 
history.

Lump-in-the-throat factor: 20 
new Americans took the oath of 
citizenship from Attorney Gener­
al Janet Reno. Top it off with the 
largest fireworks display ever, 
and we’re talking about a once-in- 
a-lifetime invitation.

“This is one of those great 
days,” said Republican fundraiser 
Georgette Mosbacher. “It’s the 
millennium, we’re in the greatest

hides and AN/TWQ-1 Avengers (a 
really big missile).

"These are boy toys," said a de­
lighted Johnson. “They have land 
mines, too. I thought those were po­
litically incorrect.”

Not our land mines, Bob.
Everything, it seemed, took on a 

patriotic quality. The sailors in their 
dress whites looked heartbreaking- 
ly wholesome. The crowd on the 
carrier swelled to 5,000 somebodies 
and friends of somebodies, waving 

cameras and flags. It was the big-
“As far as I'm concerned, there gest collection of dignitaries ever

cannot be too much celebration on gathered on the ship, said Capt. Mi-
the Fourth of July,” said the "8-year- chael Miller. People choked up dur- 
old Glenn. “Too many people these ing the national anthem. There was 
days take for granted our freedom,
democracy and liberty.”

Which was precisely the point.

colored windbreaker. “Some people 
think I sleep in a tie," he laughed.

Who had time to sleep? Today's 
party began at the ungodly hour of 
5:45 a.m., where the groggy crowd 
was bused and ferried to the carrier 
for breakfast. The ship, which looks 
to the untrained eye like a huge gray 
warehouse, was crowded with buf­
fet tables and a display of military 
hardware. So one could nibble on 
French toast while viewing “non- 
lethal" munitions, light armored ve­

group of reenlisting sailors and 
some recruits, and handed certif­
icates to 20 brand-new citizens, in­
cluding Navy’ Seaman Rosa No- 
rales-Nunez from Honduras, who 
has served on the JFK for six 
months. It was Norales-Nunez who 
introduced Clinton.

“The best part was seeing that 
young sailor getting sworn in as a 
new citizen and then introducing 
the president," said an obviously 
moved Cohen. “This is America."

Given all that, it was hard to find 
fault with anything. Well .. . okay, 
maybe the VIPs couldn’t actually see 
the tall ships passing by because of 
the guests’ placement—and the 
standing-room-only crowds—on 
the carrier. If they stood on their 
chairs, they could spot the masts.

“It probably wasn’t the best way 
to view them.” conceded CBS’s 
Heyward. “But, ironically, that's of­
ten the case with 'the place to be.’

Isn’t it. though?
The Cohens made up for it when 

guests returned to the carrier for an 
intimate dinner for 200 and the per­
fect view of the 45-minute fireworks 
display. The dinner was set on the 
flight deck on a gorgeous summer 
night, facing the Statue of Liberty 
and the Manhattan sky-line. An ideal 
setting to celebrate a special occa­
sion.

“It’s Jan's birthday," said Sam 
Donaldson, referring to his wife, 
Jan Smith.

“I think it’s the grandest birthday 
party I’ve ever been at," she said.

“It sure beats barbecuing in the 
back yard and running around with 
sparklers,” said Dick Carlson, for­
mer ambassador to the Seychelles.

Not that there’s anything wrong 
With Lilac. L>nt is dus a gi cat CuUliuy 
or what?

5,000 VIPs on the John E Kennedy 
Get Independence Day Underway

a 21-gun salute. There were thrill­
ing flybys: F-18 Hornets, F-14 Tom-

r_____ v __  r___ cats and a Stealth bomber. Even the
. Secretary- Cohen planned the cele- clouds, which threatened to unleash 

bration as yet another way to show
off the military to civilians—or
“community leaders,” as the Penta­
gon likes to say. Fact is, many of the ing here—the president swore in a 
nation’s CEOs have no military ex­
perience, and Cohen wants them to
understand and appreciate the
troops and the mission of the De­
fense Department.

One way to reach out to these
opinion leaders is to throw a can’t-
miss party. So Cohen’s Washington
guests gathered Monday afternoon
at Andrews Air Force Base to board
the secretary’s Boeing 757—and
yes. every- seat feels like first class.
The Cohens arrived minutes before
takeoff with Lucky, their adorable
Maltese dog. He was so cute, no one
minded him being there: Lucky
sported a little flag kerchief around
his neck and let out happy barks of
greeting to everyone.

“We invited the people we love,"
said Janet Cohen, looking radiant in
a red and white suit. “I want every­
one to have a great time. And I want
everyone to reflect on how blessed
we are to live in this country."

Of course, some are more blessed
than others. This was no backyard
barbecue. The secretary’s guests
had to spring for air fare and for two
nights at New York's $425-a-night
St. Regis Hotel (luggage had been

millennium, we’re in the greatest delivered to their rooms—complete
city in the world, and we’re guests with white fluffy bathrobes and but-
of the secretary of defense for a his- ler buttons).
toric celebration. It doesn’t get bet- Even the blessed, however, were
ter than this!" in a bit of a tizzy Monday night

To underscore the importance of about what to wear on an aircraft
the day and the role of America’s carrier the next morning. The offi-
military, the president, Hillary and cial instructions advised slacks and
Chelsea Clinton, Reno. U.N. Am- closed-toe flats for women (no
bassador Richard Holbrooke and skirts—ladders and wind gusts, you
Transportation Secretary Rodney know), while the men debated
Slater w-ere all present. whether to wear jackets without

They were joiner! by an eclectic ties. Most everyone ended up with
group of 200 friends invited by the some version of red, white or blue:
Cohens: astronaut and former sena- Hand sported a cute white T-shirt
tor jonn Glenn, ivew Age spiritual wiiii a ilag wnh rhinestone stars—
author Deepak Chopra. CBS News but she's from Texas originally, so it
President Andrew Hey-ward. BET worked. And the normally fiercely
founder Bob Johnson, sexpert “Dr. tailored Washington architect Leo
Ruth" Westheimer, comedian Al Daly sported—no kidding—a rust-
Franken, Vice Adm. Gregory
“Grog” Johnson, attorney Ed Wei-
denfeld, former senator Gary Hart.
attorney F. Lee Bailey. ABC’s Sam
Donaldson, author E.L. Doctorow
and Saudia Arabian Ambassador
Prince Bandar. The more, the mer­
rier.

(Ltjc toasbuigton
Wednesday. July 5. 2000



1- G -oo

Cop <=”J



if’-C.

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASH INGTON

<JVJune 21, 2000

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRE; ENT

FROM:

SUBJECT: Estate Tax Issues and Options

Legislative Background

LAWRENCE H. SUMMERS
GENE SPERLING

The House recently approved the Death Tax Elimination Act (H.R. 8) by a vote of 279-136, with 
65 Democrats voting in favor of passage. H.R.8 would repeal the estate and gift taxes gradually 
over a 10 year period. You sent a letter to Speaker Hastert and Minority Leader Gephardt before 
floor action saying that you would veto estate tax repeal. (We have attached a memo that briefly 
describes and analyzes the House Democratic alternative).

Senators Daschle, Moynihan and Baucus are presently formulating a Democratic alternative. 
They appear to favor an option that would (1) increase the amount exempt from tax (currently at 
S675,OOO) over time to $1.5 million per individual, (2) increase the special exemption amount for 
family farms and small businesses (currently at $1.3 million) to $2.5 million, and (3) provide 
“portability,” that is, allow the second spouse to die to use the portion of the unified credit and 
the family farm/small business exception not used by the first spouse. At the caucus, many 
Senators expressed support for this type of approach. Several others argued that the best counter 
to estate tax repeal would be a package of middle class tax cuts or benefits, such as your College 
Opportunity Tax Cut, long term care credit, or prescription drug benefits. Senators Feinstein and

Senate Majority Leader Lott has discussed taking H.R. 8 directly to the floor, bypassing the 
Finance Committee. This could occur as early as next week, although Senator Daschle reported 
at a Democratic caucus meeting yesterday (attended by Secretary Summers) that this is unlikely 
based upon his conversations with Senator Lott.

This memorandum briefly describes the current legislative status of estate tax repeal and 
discusses the three options you asked us to examine for reforming the estate tax: raise the exempt 
amount, lower marginal tax rates, or enact carryover basis and repeal the estate tax. This memo 
emphasizes factual information about alternative estate tax relief proposals; your economic 
advisers believe it is important to have a strategic discussion about how we would make a 
proposal or an offer on the estate tax.

X v >—/ x X \ \ V
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Increase Exemption Amounts1.

Retarget the Estate Tax at Very Wealthy People

Provide Targeted Relief for Farmers and Small Businesses

-2-

Under current law, the so-called “unified credit” allows up to $675,000 in value to be excluded 
from tax. This exemption amount is scheduled to increase by 2006 to a level where $1 million is 
excluded from tax. That would result in an estate taxpaying population in 2010 equal to about 2 
percent of all decedents—the same level it is at now.

Boxer want a special estate tax exclusion for principal residences. Senator Kerrey spoke in favor 
of repeal. He and eight other Democrats are cosponsors of an estate tax repeal bill. 
Discussion of Options

An increase in the unified credit would further reduce the number of estate taxpayers and assure 
that it applies to only the truly wealthy. We believe it is the fairest, most efficient way to provide 
estate tax relief. For example, an approach similar to that currently being considered by Senate 
Democrats-immediately implementing a $1 million exclusion in 2001, phased up to $1.5 million 
by 2010-would cut the number of estate taxpayers by about 33 percent in 2001 compared with 
current law, and by about 45 percent in 2010. That is, over 16,000 people would be removed 
from the estate tax rolls in 2001, and more than 24,000 would be removed in 2010. Moreover, a 
tax credit provides the same tax reduction to someone with a $1.5 million estate as to someone 
with a $15 million estate. This option would cost about $40 billion over ten years. A slower 
phase-in could cut the cost to about $25 billion. (See attached table).

Current law provides special estate tax treatment to family farms and small businesses. First, a 
special exclusion is provided for the value of up to $ 1.3 million of certain qualifying family 
farms and small businesses. Second, special valuation rules are provided for real property used 
in a qualified farm or business. Third, taxes attributable to farms and small business may be 
deferred and paid in installments over 14 years at below-market interest rates.

'For technical reasons, the exact number of small businesses and family farms could be different from the numbers 

given above.

In 1998, only an estimated 642 taxable estates were comprised primarily of farm assets, and only 
an estimated 521 taxable estates were comprised primarily of closely-held business assets. 
About 96 percent of these estates with family farms were worth less than $5 million; 71 percent 
of these estates with businesses were worth less than that amount. Thus, we believe with a 
relatively modest increase in the special exclusion amount (e.g., raising the exempt amount to $5 
million for couples and $2.5 million for single taxpayers) that virtually all family farms and a 
substantial percentage of small business could avoid the estate tax.1 This would remove the 
strongest political argument that the Republicans have for full repeal - the adverse effect on 
passing family farms and small businesses between generations. This type of proposal would 
add about $5 billion to the cost over 10 years.



Make the Estate Tax Simpler and Fairer (Portability of Unified Credit)

Provide Transitional Targeted Relief for Homeowners

-3 -

Senator Feinstein apparently has a different concern than the rest of the delegation. Her staff has 
told us she wants to exclude the full value of residences when they are left to children who 
continue to live in the home after the parent’s death.

Legislators in areas where house prices have greatly appreciated have stressed the importance of 
providing relief for homeowners who are house rich but don’t feel wealthy. This is particularly 
important to the California delegation.

Under current law, much estate tax planning is involved in maximizing the benefit to couples of 
the unified credit—that is, to ensure that they could exclude the entire $675,000 per spouse— 
making for what is effectively a $1,350,000 unified credit for the couple. Married individuals 
who leave their entire estate to a surviving spouse effectively sacrifice the first spouse’s unified 
credit—that is, the couple gives up the opportunity to bequeath $675,000 to their heirs tax free. 
Thus, similar couples can pay very different amounts of tax depending on whether they have 
seen a tax lawyer. Wealthier people may pay tax at a lower rate because they are more likely to 
have expert estate planning advice. Thus, the complexity of the estate tax law creates both 
horizontal and vertical inequities.

As part of a fiscally responsible package, we would recommend allowing portability of the 
unified credit, so that the second spouse to die could use any portion of the unified credit that 
was unused by the first spouse. Thus, if the first spouse leaves his entire estate to his wife and 
zeroes out his taxable estate due to the marital deduction, his wife’s estate could claim credits 
that would exempt up to $ 1,350,000 of estate from tax (using both her husband’s and her own 
credit). In combination with the increase in the unified credit, portability would, when fully 
phased in, allow a couple to exclude up to $3 million of assets from tax, without any estate tax 
planning. Portability would add about $5 billion to the cost of estate tax reform over ten years.

Some have proposed an exclusion of up to $500,000 per spouse of home equity from estate tax. 
Such a proposal could result in highly inefficient tax sheltering activity. For example, the 
exclusion could induce renters to purchase homes solely as an estate tax shelter, or cause older 
people who move to retirement homes, assisted living, or nursing homes to hold onto their 
principal residence solely for tax purposes. Those who have to move out of their homes, because 
of an extended stay in a nursing home, would reasonably view a preference for those healthy 
enough to stay in their homes as unfair.

One possible alternative for addressing this issue would be to allow transitional relief (in the 
form of a special exemption amount) for current homeowners until the higher unified credit 
proposed above is fully phased in. Once the increased unified credit is fully phased in combined 
with portability, taxpayers would be able to exclude up to $3 million of housing equity (and 
other assets), which should be sufficient. Such an option would add about $1 billion to the cost 
of the package over ten years.



Recommendation

> Immediately increase unified credit to $1 million and increase to $1.5 million by 2010.

> Increase the family farm and small business exclusion from $1.3 million to $2.5 million.

>

-5-

This increases fairness and significantly simplifies the tax so that those who do not 
engage in costly estate tax planning will not be disadvantaged.

This would address the special concerns of family farmers and small business owners and 
would allow virtually all family farms and a significant percentage of small businesses to 
avoid the estate tax.

In total, this package would cost substantially less than H R. 8 (particularly in the out years). 
This approach would cost somewhere between $35 billion and $50 billion depending on how 
quickly increases in the unified credit are phased in. In 2010 and beyond (i.e., when full repeal 
would take effect in H.R. 8), this approach would cost less than one-fifth as much as full repeal 
($10 billion a year as compared to $50 billion).

Unlike H.R. 8, the immediate increase in the unified credit will remove one-third of 
estates from the estate tax and provide significant relief to others.
Continuing to increase the unified credits would significantly reduce (by 2010, about half 
of) the number of people who are subject to the estate tax, so that it is targeted at the truly 
wealthy.

We also believe that it may be important politically to provide targeted relief for homeowners 
who seem wealthy simply because their homes have vastly increased in value. This is 
particularly important in California, where housing prices in various areas have skyrocketed. 
Senate Democrats do not have any provision targeted at homeowners. We, however, recommend 
that the Administration publicly reiterate its support for the concept of targeted relief for such 
homeowners.

Allow the estate of the second spouse to die to use any portion of the unified credit and 
family farm/small business exclusion not used by the first spouse.

Encourage Senate Democrats to adopt an alternative similar to the option currently favored by 
Senators Daschle, Moynihan and Baucus. This approach would have several elements and 
would accomplish several important objectives that would have political appeal.

Also, since capital gains tax would be levied at low rates (generally 20 percent or less) and 
deferred until the asset is sold, it would raise far less revenue in the budget window than the 
estate and gift taxes it would replace. Finally, heirs of property that had passed through multiple 
generations would have a nearly impossible task measuring their capital gains (as would the IRS 
in trying to administer the provision). The concern about complexity was a major factor behind 
the public outcry about carryover basis when it was enacted in 1976, which led to its delay and 
ultimate repeal before it could become effective.



-6-

Finally, we should seriously consider the context under which we should present any estate tax 
reform proposal. Your economic advisers have been discussing whether we should support a 
more progressive and targeted approach to the estate tax as a stand-alone measure or whether we 
should offer limited estate tax relief in exchange for targeted, middle-class oriented tax cuts, like 
the Earned Income Tax Credit, long-term care tax credits, or the college opportunity tax cut. We 
will be discussing further strategic options with you as we develop them.



Appendix 1. House Democratic Alternative

Details
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• Increase the amount exempted by the unified credit to $1,100,000 for 2001 through 2005, 
and to $1,200,000 for 2006.

• Restore the phase-out of the unified credit for estates in excess of about $16,000,000. 
(Included in the Administration’s FY 2001 Budget proposal.)

• Eliminate the state death tax credit and allow a deduction for all state death taxes paid. (See 
discussion of issues raised by this proposal below.)

• Eliminate the ability to claim valuation discounts on account of lack of voting control, where 
the transferor and members of the transferor’s family together have voting control.

• Reduce all tax rates (except for the 5% surtax) by 20 percent. The resulting statutory rates 
would range from 32.8% on estates under $1,250,000 to 44% on estates of $3,000,000 or 
more.

• Modify and expand the qualified family owned business interest (QFOBI) benefit. 
Change the QFOBI deduction to an applicable exclusion amount.
Increase the applicable exclusion amount (the amount exempted by QFOBI plus the 
unified credit) from $1.3 million to $2.0 million?

- Allow the second spouse to die to use the QFOBI exclusion amount not used by the first 
spouse to die, provided that the first spouse also qualified for but did not make the 
QFOBI election.

Democrats on the Ways and Means Committee proposed an alternative option to reform the 
estate tax. It would immediately raise the exempt amount from $675,000 to $1.1 million; and 
raise the exemption to $1.2 million in 2006. It would reduce estate tax rates across the board by 
20 percent, so the top rate would fall from 55 percent to 44 percent, and pay for this by 
converting the state death tax credit to a deduction. It would exempt up to $4 million of small 
farm and business income (QFOBI) for a couple ($2 million for singles). It would limit the 
revenue cost by closing some estate tax loopholes and converting the QFOBI deduction to an 
applicable exclusion amount. Two of the proposals to close loopholes were proposed in our FY 
2001 budget.

’ Note that QFOBI effectively substitutes for the unified credit for estates with qualifying farms and businesses 

valued at more than the amount exempted by the unified credit. Thus, for example, a person whose qualifying 
business was valued at SI.5 million would have a credit equal to the tax liability on that amount. If the business was 
worth $5 million, the credit would exempt $2 million of assets. Note that the QFOBI exemption is not in addition to 
the general unified credit.



Cost: About $30 billion over 10 years.
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• Eliminate non-business valuation discounts. (Included in the Administration’s FY 2001 
Budget proposal.)

The proposal is paid for in part by the conversion of the state death tax credit to a deduction. We 
would expect state revenues to fall as a result of this provision. Under current law, state death 
taxes are creditable against the federal tax, up to a limit. States generally levy death taxes equal 
to the federal credit, thereby shifting revenue from the federal government to the state 
governments. For example, for the largest estates, the effective Federal marginal tax rate is 39 
percent (rather than 55 percent) and the effective state marginal tax rate is 16 percent. Most state 
laws refer directly to the federal credit. Thus, repealing the federal credit would effectively 
reduce state revenues to zero. Nearly all states would have to enact new laws that are 
independent of the federal credit, or forego this revenue. States might also compete with one 
another to enact the most favorable estate and inheritance tax provisions—the very situation that 
the state death tax credit was designed to avoid.

Discussion: Unlike the Republican proposal (H.R. 8), the estate tax relief in the Democratic 
alternative is effective immediately. Thus revenue costs are apparent, and not hidden outside of 
the budget window. All estates that are now taxable would benefit from the reduction in tax 
rates, and all but the very largest estates would benefit from the increases in the unified credit. 
Additional relief would be targeted to qualified family owned business interests (QFOBI).

We believe that much of the animosity toward the transfer tax system stems from the top 
marginal rates that are in excess of 50 percent. By keeping the top rate at 44 percent (with a 
marginal rate of 49 percent in the region where the unified credit and graduated rates are phased 
out), the Democratic alternative ensures that no taxpayer will owe more than half of his or her 
taxable estate to the government.
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Provision

$5 1 5

$1 * *

S25 33 45

$40 1 45

Total cost of packages (1+2+3+4)

3 51

35 52

* less than 0.5 percent

Note: estimates are very preliminary.

-9-

2010
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Approximate Revenue Cost and Effect on 
Estate Tax Population of Two Phase-In Options

Approximate
10-year cost 
(Sbillions) 

$5

$35

$50

1. Farms and Businesses (QFOBI)

2. Simplify tax planning (portability)

3. Personal residences

a. slow phase in

b. fast phase in

Source: Department of the Treasury, Office of Tax Analysis

4. Increase exempt amount to $3,000,000

4a. slow phase in

4b. fast phase in

Reduction in estate taxpayers
_____ in (in percents)

2001

r-

Increase exempt amount of farm and business assets (QFOBI) to S2.5 million ($5 million for 
couples)

2. Simplify estate tax planning by making the unified credit portable (so the credit for couples 
becomes double the credit for singles)

3. Provide transitional relief for homeowners.
4. Phase in an increase in the amount excluded by the unified credit to $3,000,000 by 2010; 

exclusion for singles phases up to $1,500,000
a. Slow phase in: phase in $ 1,000,000 per estate exemption by 2005 (one year earlier than 

current law); phase up to $1,500,000 between 2006 and 2010
b. Fast phase in: Increase exempt amount in 2001 from $675,000 to $1,000,000; phase up 

to $ 1,500,000 between 2006 and 2010
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June 21, 2000

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM:

Estate Tax Issues and OptionsSUBJECT:

Legislative Background

LAWRENCE H. SUMMERS 
GENE SPERLING

This memorandum briefly describes the current legislative status of estate tax repeal and 
discusses the three options you asked us to examine for reforming the estate tax: raise the exempt 
amount, lower marginal tax rates, or enact carryover basis and repeal the estate tax. This memo 
emphasizes factual information about alternative estate tax relief proposals; your economic 
advisers believe it is important to have a strategic discussion about how we would make a 
proposal or an offer on the estate tax.

The House recently approved the Death Tax Elimination Act (H.R. 8) by a vote of 279-136, with 
65 Democrats voting in favor of passage. H.R.8 would repeal the estate and gift taxes gradually 
over a 10 year period. You sent a letter to Speaker Hastert and Minority Leader Gephardt before 
floor action saying that you would veto estate tax repeal. (We have attached a memo that briefly 
describes and analyzes the House Democratic alternative).

Senate Majority Leader Lott has discussed taking H.R. 8 directly to the floor, bypassing the 
Finance Committee. This could occur as early as next week, although Senator Daschle reported 
at a Democratic caucus meeting yesterday (attended by Secretary Summers) that this is unlikely 
based upon his conversations with Senator Lott.

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASH INGTON

recti vMSenators Daschle, Moynihan and Baucus are presently formulating a Democratic ;
They appear to favor an option that would (1) increase the amount exempt from ta 
$675,000) over time to $1.5 million per individual, (2) increase the special exemp lift 
family farms and small businesses (currently at $1.3 million) to $2.5 million, and 
“portability,” that is, allow the second spouse to die to use the portion of the unifu 
the family farm/small business exception not used by the first spouse. At the cauc
Senators expressed support for this type of approach. Several others argued that t 
to estate tax repeal would be a package of middle class tax cuts or benefits, such a
Opportunity Tax Cut, long term care credit, or prescription drug benefits. Senators Feinstein ana



Increase Exemption Amounts1.

Retarget the Estate Tax at Very Wealthy People

Provide Targeted Relief for Farmers and Small Businesses

-2-

’For technical reasons, the exact number of small businesses and family farms could be different from the numbers 

given above.

Under current law, the so-called “unified credit” allows up to $675,000 in value to be excluded 
from tax. This exemption amount is scheduled to increase by 2006 to a level where $1 million is 
excluded from tax. That would result in an estate taxpaying population in 2010 equal to about 2 
percent of all decedents—the same level it is at now.

Boxer want a special estate tax exclusion for principal residences. Senator Kerrey spoke in favor 
of repeal. He and eight other Democrats are cosponsors of an estate tax repeal bill. 
Discussion of Options

Current law provides special estate tax treatment to family farms and small businesses. First, a 
special exclusion is provided for the value of up to $1.3 million of certain qualifying family 
farms and small businesses. Second, special valuation rules are provided for real property used 
in a qualified farm or business. Third, taxes attributable to farms and small business may be 
deferred and paid in installments over 14 years at below-market interest rates.

An increase in the unified credit would further reduce the number of estate taxpayers and assure 
that it applies to only the truly wealthy. We believe it is the fairest, most efficient way to provide 
estate tax relief. For example, an approach similar to that currently being considered by Senate 
Democrats-immediately implementing a $1 million exclusion in 2001, phased up to $1.5 million 
by 2010-would cut the number of estate taxpayers by about 33 percent in 2001 compared with 
current law, and by about 45 percent in 2010. That is, over 16,000 people would be removed 
from the estate tax rolls in 2001, and more than 24,000 would be removed in 2010. Moreover, a 
tax credit provides the same tax reduction to someone with a $1.5 million estate as to someone 
with a $15 million estate. This option would cost about $40 billion over ten years. A slower 
phase-in could cut the cost to about $25 billion. (See attached table).

In 1998, only an estimated 642 taxable estates were comprised primarily of farm assets, and only 
an estimated 521 taxable estates were comprised primarily of closely-held business assets. 
About 96 percent of these estates with family farms were worth less than $5 million; 71 percent 
of these estates with businesses were worth less than that amount. Thus, we believe with a 
relatively modest increase in the special exclusion amount (e.g., raising the exempt amount to $5 
million for couples and $2.5 million for single taxpayers) that virtually all family farms and a 
substantial percentage of small business could avoid the estate tax.1 This would remove the 

strongest political argument that the Republicans have for full repeal - the adverse effect on 
passing family farms and small businesses between generations. This type of proposal would 

add about $5 billion to the cost over 10 years.



Make the Estate Tax Simpler and Fairer (Portability of Unified Credit)

Provide Transitional Targeted Relief for Homeowners
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Senator Feinstein apparently has a different concern than the rest of the delegation. Her staff has 
told us she wants to exclude the full value of residences when they are left to children who 
continue to live in the home after the parent’s death.

Under current law, much estate tax planning is involved in maximizing the benefit to couples of 
the unified credit—that is, to ensure that they could exclude the entire $675,000 per spouse— 
making for what is effectively a $1,350,000 unified credit for the couple. Married individuals 
who leave their entire estate to a surviving spouse effectively sacrifice the first spouse’s unified 
credit—that is, the couple gives up the opportunity to bequeath $675,000 to their heirs tax free. 
Thus, similar couples can pay very different amounts of tax depending on whether they have 
seen a tax lawyer. Wealthier people may pay tax at a lower rate because they are more likely to 
have expert estate planning advice. Thus, the complexity of the estate tax law creates both 
horizontal and vertical inequities.

Legislators in areas where house prices have greatly appreciated have stressed the importance of 
providing relief for homeowners who are house rich but don’t feel wealthy. This is particularly 
important to the California delegation.

One possible alternative for addressing this issue would be to allow transitional relief (in the 
form of a special exemption amount) for current homeowners until the higher unified credit 
proposed above is fully phased in. Once the increased unified credit is fully phased in combined 
with portability, taxpayers would be able to exclude up to $3 million of housing equity (and 
other assets), which should be sufficient. Such an option would add about $1 billion to the cost 
of the package over ten years.

As part of a fiscally responsible package, we would recommend allowing portability of the 
unified credit, so that the second spouse to die could use any portion of the unified credit that 
was unused by the first spouse. Thus, if the first spouse leaves his entire estate to his wife and 
zeroes out his taxable estate due to the marital deduction, his wife’s estate could claim credits 
that would exempt up to $1,350,000 of estate from tax (using both her husband’s and her own 
credit). In combination with the increase in the unified credit, portability would, when fully 
phased in, allow a couple to exclude up to $3 million of assets from tax, without any estate tax 
planning. Portability would add about $5 billion to the cost of estate tax reform over ten years.

Some have proposed an exclusion of up to $500,000 per spouse of home equity from estate tax. 
Such a proposal could result in highly inefficient tax sheltering activity. For example, the 
exclusion could induce renters to purchase homes solely as an estate tax shelter, or cause older 
people who move to retirement homes, assisted living, or nursing homes to hold onto their 
principal residence solely for tax purposes. Those who have to move out of their homes, because 
of an extended stay in a nursing home, would reasonably view a preference for those healthy 
enough to stay in their homes as unfair.



2. Reduce Marginal Tax Rates

Repealing Estate Tax and Enacting Carryover Basis3.
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The carryover basis option would repeal the estate tax, but essentially require that capital gains 
are eventually paid on all assets, rather than being forgiven at death. This proposal has 
considerable policy merit, insofar as it would address a serious defect in the income tax, would 
reduce the incentive for people to hold assets until death, and would still defer tax on assets that 
are not sold—addressing a concern of farmers and business owners.

2 The Republican proposal (H.R. 8) avoided taxing those not subject to estate tax by allowing large exemptions from 

the carryover basis rule. For each decedent, up to $3 million in property passing to a surviving spouse and up to 

S1.3 million in property passing to other beneficiaries would receive a step-up in basis.

Rate reduction is expensive and provides a disproportionate share of the benefits to the very 
wealthiest estates. The 20-percent across the board rate reduction done by the House Democrats 
would have cost $50-60 billion over ten years; a flat 40 percent rate would cost an additional $30 
billion or more. In contrast, the options outlined above all help the least wealthy estate 
taxpayers.

Thus, in contrast to the federal income tax, the federal marginal rate effectively includes both the 
federal tax and the state tax. For example, by providing a 16-percent state death tax credit for the 
largest estates, the statutory federal marginal estate tax rate of 55 percent combines an effective 
16 percent state tax rate and a 39 percent effective federal estate tax rate.

The House Democratic alternative would finance federal estate tax rate reduction by replacing 
the state death tax credit with a deduction for state inheritance and estate taxes. This option could 
cause many states to repeal or sharply curtail their inheritance and estate taxes. Such taxes are an 
important source of revenue in many states, including California, Florida, and New York. Thus, 
this option, which sharply reduced the cost of the House Democratic alternative could be very 
controversial with the States.

It is also important to note that, because of many deductions and credits, the average estate tax 
rate is much lower than the statutory rates. Total estate tax liability in 1998 equaled about 25 
percent of the value of taxable estates. (This number does not reflect the loopholes that reduce 
the size of gross estates.)

Federal estate tax rates are inflated by the fact that they effectively cover state inheritance and 
estate taxes as well. This is because current law allows state inheritance and estate taxes to be 
credited against the federal tax, up to a limit, which varies by size of the gross estate. The 
federal tax credit effectively rebates the state taxes. As a result, all states currently levy 
inheritance and estate taxes that are equal to or greater than the maximum federal credit allowed 
for each estate.

However, it is politically infeasible because it would raise taxes on hundreds of thousands of 
heirs with appreciated property who would not otherwise be subject to the estate tax under 
current law —all of those with appreciated property worth less than the estate tax exclusion.2



Recommendation

> Immediately increase unified credit to $1 million and increase to $1.5 million by 2010.

> Increase the family farm and small business exclusion from $1.3 million to $2.5 million.
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This increases fairness and significantly simplifies the tax so that those who do not 
engage in costly estate tax planning will not be disadvantaged.

This would address the special concerns of family farmers and small business owners and 
would allow virtually all family farms and a significant percentage of small businesses to 
avoid the estate tax.

Also, since capital gains tax would be levied at low rates (generally 20 percent or less) and 
deferred until the asset is sold, it would raise far less revenue in the budget window than the 
estate and gift taxes it would replace. Finally, heirs of property that had passed through multiple 
generations would have a nearly impossible task measuring their capital gains (as would the IRS 
in trying to administer the provision). The concern about complexity was a major factor behind 
the public outcry about carryover basis when it was enacted in 1976, which led to its delay and 
ultimate repeal before it could become effective.

We also believe that it may be important politically to provide targeted relief for homeowners 
who seem wealthy simply because their homes have vastly increased in value. This is 
particularly important in California, where housing prices in various areas have skyrocketed. 
Senate Democrats do not have any provision targeted at homeowners. We, however, recommend 
that the Administration publicly reiterate its support for the concept of targeted relief for such 
homeowners.

Unlike H.R. 8, the immediate increase in the unified credit will remove one-third of 
estates from the estate tax and provide significant relief to others.
Continuing to increase the unified credits would significantly reduce (by 2010, about half 
of) the number of people who are subject to the estate tax, so that it is targeted at the truly 
wealthy.

Encourage Senate Democrats to adopt an alternative similar to the option currently favored by 
Senators Daschle, Moynihan and Baucus. This approach would have several elements and 
would accomplish several important objectives that would have political appeal.

In total, this package would cost substantially less than H.R. 8 (particularly in the out years). 
This approach would cost somewhere between $35 billion and $50 billion depending on how 
quickly increases in the unified credit are phased in. In 2010 and beyond (i.e., when full repeal 
would take effect in H.R. 8), this approach would cost less than one-fifth as much as full repeal 
($10 billion a year as compared to $50 billion).

> Allow the estate of the second spouse to die to use any portion of the unified credit and 
family farm/small business exclusion not used by the first spouse.
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Finally, we should seriously consider the context under which we should present any estate tax 
reform proposal. Your economic advisers have been discussing whether we should support a 
more progressive and targeted approach to the estate tax as a stand-alone measure or whether we 
should offer limited estate tax relief in exchange for targeted, middle-class oriented tax cuts, like 
the Earned Income Tax Credit, long-term care tax credits, or the college opportunity tax cut. We 
will be discussing further strategic options with you as we develop them.
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Restore the phase-out of the unified credit for estates in excess of about $16,000,000. 
(Included in the Administration’s FY 2001 Budget proposal.)

Increase the amount exempted by the unified credit to $1,100,000 for 2001 through 2005, 
and to $1,200,000 for 2006.

Eliminate the ability to claim valuation discounts on account of lack of voting control, where 
the transferor and members of the transferor’s family together have voting control.

3 Note that QFOBI effectively substitutes for the unified credit for estates with qualifying farms and businesses 

valued at more than the amount exempted by the unified credit. Thus, for example, a person whose qualifying 

business was valued at $1.5 million would have a credit equal to the tax liability on that amount. If the business was 

worth $5 million, the credit would exempt $2 million of assets. Note that the QFOBI exemption is not in addition to 

the general unified credit.

Reduce all tax rates (except for the 5% surtax) by 20 percent. The resulting statutory rates 
would range from 32.8% on estates under $1,250,000 to 44% on estates of $3,000,000 or 
more.

Democrats on the Ways and Means Committee proposed an alternative option to reform the 
estate tax. It would immediately raise the exempt amount from $675,000 to $1.1 million; and 
raise the exemption to $1.2 million in 2006. It would reduce estate tax rates across the board by 
20 percent, so the top rate would fall from 55 percent to 44 percent, and pay for this by 
converting the state death tax credit to a deduction. It would exempt up to $4 million of small 
farm and business income (QFOBI) for a couple ($2 million for singles). It would limit the 
revenue cost by closing some estate tax loopholes and converting the QFOBI deduction to an 
applicable exclusion amount. Two of the proposals to close loopholes were proposed in our FY 
2001 budget.

Eliminate the state death tax credit and allow a deduction for all state death taxes paid. (See 
discussion of issues raised by this proposal below.)

Modify and expand the qualified family owned business interest (QFOBI) benefit.
- Change the QFOBI deduction to an applicable exclusion amount.
- Increase the applicable exclusion amount (the amount exempted by QFOBI plus the 

unified credit) from $1.3 million to $2.0 million.3

Allow the second spouse to die to use the QFOBI exclusion amount not used by the first 
spouse to die, provided that the first spouse also qualified for but did not make the 
QFOBI election.



Cost: About $30 billion over 10 years.
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• Eliminate non-business valuation discounts. (Included in the Administration’s FY 2001 
Budget proposal.)

Discussion: Unlike the Republican proposal (H.R. 8), the estate tax relief in the Democratic 
alternative is effective immediately. Thus revenue costs are apparent, and not hidden outside of 
the budget window. All estates that are now taxable would benefit from the reduction in tax 
rates, and all but the very largest estates would benefit from the increases in the unified credit. 
Additional relief would be targeted to qualified family owned business interests (QFOBI).

The proposal is paid for in part by the conversion of the state death tax credit to a deduction. We 
would expect state revenues to fall as a result of this provision. Under current law, state death 
taxes are creditable against the federal tax, up to a limit. States generally levy death taxes equal 
to the federal credit, thereby shifting revenue from the federal government to the state 
governments. For example, for the largest estates, the effective Federal marginal tax rate is 39 
percent (rather than 55 percent) and the effective state marginal tax rate is 16 percent. Most state 
laws refer directly to the federal credit. Thus, repealing the federal credit would effectively 
reduce state revenues to zero. Nearly all states would have to enact new laws that are 
independent of the federal credit, or forego this revenue. States might also compete with one 
another to enact the most favorable estate and inheritance tax provisions—the very situation that 
the state death tax credit was designed to avoid.

We believe that much of the animosity toward the transfer tax system stems from the top 
marginal rates that are in excess of 50 percent. By keeping the top rate at 44 percent (with a 
marginal rate of 49 percent in the region where the unified credit and graduated rates are phased 
out), the Democratic alternative ensures that no taxpayer will owe more than half of his or her 
taxable estate to the government.
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1 5

♦ *

4533
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3 51
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* less than 0.5 percent

Note: estimates are very preliminary.
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Approximate Revenue Cost and Effect on
Estate Tax Population of Two Phase-In Options

1. Increase exempt amount of farm and business assets (QFOBI) to $2.5 million ($5 million for 
couples)

2. Simplify estate tax planning by making the unified credit portable (so the credit for couples 
becomes double the credit for singles)

3. Provide transitional relief for homeowners.
4. Phase in an increase in the amount excluded by the unified credit to $3,000,000 by 2010; 

exclusion for singles phases up to $1,500,000
a. Slow phase in: phase in $ 1,000,000 per estate exemption by 2005 (one year earlier than 

current law); phase up to $1,500,000 between 2006 and 2010
b. Fast phase in: Increase exempt amount in 2001 from $675,000 to $1,000,000; phase up 

to $1,500,000 between 2006 and 2010

2001

“T-

$35 

$50

Approximate
10-year cost 
($billions)

$5

$5

$1

$25

$40

1. Farms and Businesses (QFOBI)

2. Simplify tax planning (portability)

3. Personal residences

4. Increase exempt amount to $3,000,000

4a. slow phase in

4b. fast phase in

Total cost of packages (1+2+3+4)

a. slow phase in

b. fast phase in

Source: Department of the Treasury, Office of Tax Analysis 

Reduction in estate taxpayers 
in (in percents)

2010

~2



BRIAN PE

May 20, 1997Re: Brian D. Pearson - File #A72472870

Dear Honorable S'r Marion l-Co-Oo

SUPPORT COMMITTEE

JOHN CAWLEY (9)4) 623-6416
MATT REILLY (914) 359-0392

........

AMERICA
J#,

FAX (718) 549-5058
(914)735-0116

We are req, 
decision in his def 
Service has decide

:d a favorable 
ralization

: ruling by asking you to pressure the
1 and let Brian and his family live in peace.

Since Briar 
married to his Am 
Siobhan. Numero 
character and dedi

Tel: (212) 643-1070 
Fax:(212)643-2975

ON SUPPORT COMMITTEE
ROCKLAND lilSH AMERICAN CULTURAL CENTER 

£284 CONVENT ROAD 
BLAUVELT, N.Y. 10913

0^-
Tri

terrorist, as
he granted united brotherhood of carpenters and joiners of America 
country wi

We
President a

10 is
ter,

JOHN E. GREANEY
President and Business Manager

11

Co-Chairman /

Te
at 

a political 
. in custody,

Financial Secretary

Local Union 608
505 Eighth Avenue 

New York, N.Y, 10018 
http/: www. Iocal608 .org 
■ I W ■ ——■ B . —• ■ — « ■ a — |

_ Secretary

The argumt
and child is not ba
Britain. Pearson v
prisoner by the Br;
Such circumstances are a far cry from due process.

■^u/er OJ

— CajA/cy
Co-Chairman/

111U> uxVICTLN 1 1_vTA1\OV_/1N

Judge Williams, the Federal Immigration Judge, who presided at his trial found that he was not a 

or safety of the United States. Accordingly 
y Status permitting him to remain in this



1

May 20, 1997Re: Brian D. Pearson - File #A72472870

Dear Honorable Sir or Madam
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The argument for expelling Brian Pearson from our country and devastating his American wife 
and child is not based on this exemplary activity, but on his previous 12-year prison sentence in Great 
Britain. Pearson was convicted in a special “Diplock” non-jury trial, and designated as a political

We are requesting your support on behalf of Brian Pearson who recently received a favorable 
decision in his deportation trial in New York. Unfortunately the Immigration and Naturalization

prisoner by the British government. He testified to Judge Williams that he was tortured in custody 
Such circumstances are a far cry from due process.

--------------nv nao uwu a uaiuvvuiK.ing, law aoiaing resident who is 
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Service has decided to appeal this decision.’------

Since Brian came to this country in 1988 he has been a hardworking, law abiding resident who i

President and the Justice Department to withdraw the appeal and let Brian and his family live in peace. 

Respectfully yours,

Judge Williams, the Federal Immigration Judge, who presided at his trial found that he was not a 
terrorist, as alleged, and did not pose a threat to the security or safety of the United States. Accordingly 
he granted Brian Political Asylum and Permanent Residency Status permitting him to remain in this 
country with his family.
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Brian’s brother Phillip, whom Brian initially came to visit in the United States, succumbed to cancer 
after a long battle in November 1999. His mother, Mary aged 85, was admitted to a nursing home 
in Co. Tyrone, Northeast Ireland on October 11, 1999 in a weak and ill condition.

Brian served 12 1/2 years as a political prisoner in Long Kesh Camp, a political category prison 
established by the British government in'northeast Ireland, from 1976 to 1988 for resisting the 
British occupation of his country. After his release in 1988, Brian came to New York to see his 
brother and to avoid the continued harassment by the British Troops. On entering the United 
States in 1988, while filling out a visa waiver form, Brian truthfully answered that he did not have a 
criminal record as he, and the British government, had defined his activities as political. He has 
never committed any crime against this country and his sole offense seems to have arisen from an 
act of patriotism committed against an occupying army in his homeland.

A short time aftei arriving here, Brian met Doris Collins from the Bronx and they were married in 
1990. Their daughter, Siobhan, was born a year later. Brian also has a step daughter from Doris’ 
previous marriage, named Tara.

Brian Pearson was born in Clogher Co. Tyrone and now resides in Pearl River N.Y. with his 
American born wife and daughter. Brian witnessed discrimination at the early age of fifteen when 
he earned the right to go on to continue his secondary education but was denied access to the 
school because he was Catholic and was forced to go to a trade school instead where he still 
witnessed discrimination.

In 1992, Doris applied for an “Adjustment of Status" for Brian as the spouse of an Americas born 
citizen, which would allow Brian to live and work here legally. In January 1995, Brian was notified 
that his application was denied based on his activities in Ireland. At an interview that was 
scheduled by INS on April 9, 1996 (Good Friday), Brian was arrested and threatened with 
immediate deportation for overstaying his 90 day visitor visa (7 1/2 years later).) He was ordered to 
show cause why he should not be deported. His attorney immediately filed for political asylum. A 
hearing date was scheduled for August 2, 1996. INS deemed his imprisonment in Long Kesh to 
be criminal in nature rather than political. The judge granted Brian a Political Asylum trial.

His trial was presided over by Hon. Phillip Williams, Federal Immigration Judge who found by 
written decision (click here to view the decision) that Brian was not a terrorist, as alleged, and did 
not pose a threat to the security or safety of the United States. Accordingly, he granted Brian 
Political Asylum and Permanent Residency Status, permitting him to remain in this country with his 
family. INS appealed the decision in April 1997. On September 9, 1997, acting on a formal 
request from the Secretary of State, Ms. Madeline Albright, Attorney General, Janet Reno, 
suspended all deportation proceedings against six individuals (click here to view the suspension 
order)



Pearson Support Committee met with I
Congressmen and Senators and asked them to intercede

He is an outstanding member of his community and is active in the following organizations in

'^^tonrs 3c1he^“4'“ri M«reh J. 2000. bdan, Doris, Sobhan and the B^ian

This would enable him to travel with hi/Americas born wife and eight-year old daughter to visit his 

ailing mother before she departs this life. Siobhan Pearson’s basic civil rights should not be

Background on Brian:

Brian is a qualified union carpenter in Local 608 in New York City. Brian is a hard working 
taxpayer and law abiding man that deserves to stay, work and live the Americas Dream with his 
family here in New York. ____ ____  .

their respect and gratefulness for Brian’s contributions to his community and also for his dedication 
to the cause of “Peace with justice in Northern Ireland".

compromised by the ongoing battle between the INS and her father. This issue needs to be 
resolved as soon as possible. She deserves to visit her grandmother with her dad and mom as a 
family unit and have the fond memories of such a reunion.

I

Rocklend County: V.P. DIV 5 AOH, Rockland Irish American Cultural Center, The Irish Arts Forum 
and St. Margaret’s Church in Pearl River. In 1996, Brian was the Honorary Grand Marshal in the 
Bergen County and the Rockland County Saint Patrick’s Day Parade. In 1998 Brian was one of 
the aides to the Grand Marshall in the New York City Parade.

Brian has received many awards and certificates from the county and state governments indicating



^•(,'00Date

to: waca/ab-o,

From: The Staff Secretary

p

e-
w

1

the white house

VVASHI NGTON

AA'Y OwimgA/T *€¥iW€ Tttii

GzSS to fatui
I



00 JULbPM4-'2O

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

BILL RICHARDSONFROM:

SUBJECT: Recent Developments in Climate Change

a Printed on recycled paper

International Activities: I am pleased to report that the Government of Bolivia 
intends to take a binding greenhouse gas emissions target under the Kyoto 
Protocol. We plan to make a joint announcement in July. Bolivia is the first 
country to pledge to develop an emissions target since Kazakhstan and Argentina 
both took on targets at the end of 1998. Persuading developing countries to take 
on a target is an intensive process. Nevertheless, I believe that increasing the 
number of countries that have done so is an important element of demonstrating 
that the developing world is participating meaningfully in the Kyoto process.

I am writing to update you on the Department of Energy’s recent climate change 
efforts. We have been actively pursuing our developing country strategy that 
includes persuading some governments to take on greenhouse gas emissions 
targets, establishing dialogues on climate change with “major emitters” and, most 
importantly, including environmental protection as a key component to all our 
discussions of energy development. Through these efforts, I am promoting your 
message that developing countries can move directly to cleaner, more efficient 
ways of meeting their energy needs. On the domestic front, our activities are 
based on the conviction that we can grow the economy and make real progress on 
climate change at the same time.

DOE continues to engage the Peoples Republic of China in the area of energy 
efficiency and renewable energy through an active consultative mechanism and 
technical exchanges. These are important steps in sharing information and 

As you know, I have targeted a number of countries including India, China and 
Mexico that have proven to be major “challenges” - large emitters that have 
voiced strong opposition to developing countries adopting emissions targets. In 
each case, we have made real progress. With India, I was pleased to sign a 
Clean Energy statement with Jaswant Singh as a precursor for the Energy and 
Environment agreement completed on your trip. I am hopeful that our 
cooperative activities under this program will not only contribute to cleaner 
energy production and use in India, but also to more cooperative, rather than 
confrontational, discussions of this issue.

The Secretary of Energy
Washington, DC 20585 

June 30, 2000
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Finally, through the Department’s research efforts, we are advancing our 
understanding of climate change. For example, we are undertaking a carbon 
sequestration R&D program, which focuses on cost-effective concepts for 
capturing then reusing or storing carbon emissions.

My staff is also actively engaged in the international negotiations under the 
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change to complete the 
detailed development of the Kyoto Protocol. Our strategy continues to focus on 
creating a value for reducing greenhouse gas emissions and designing agreements 
that can work effectively at least cost.

technology that will lead to reductions in greenhouse gas emissions. Our 
activities with Mexico under the high level working group on sustainable energy 
that you established with President Zedillo have reduced Mexican resistance to 
discussions of how best to address the problems of climate change.

In power generation technologies, we recently announced the achievement of a 60 
percent efficient natural gas-fired turbine--the power generation equivalent of a 
four-minute mile. These turbines will help us reduce the price of electricity to 
consumers while reducing greenhouse gas emissions and conventional pollutants.

In transportation, we reached some important milestones in the Partnership for a 
New Generation of Vehicles program, in which the Big Three automakers will 
begin marketing substantially more fuel-efficient vehicles within three or four 
years. While these vehicles will not be the 80 miles-per-gallon vehicles that are 
the ultimate goal for the program, they are likely to be well-received by 
consumers, and will set the stage for further advances in this area. We also have 
embarked on a parallel program to develop a high-mileage 21st century truck.

Domestic Activities: I continue to push the Comprehensive Electricity
Competition Act with Congress and at our many electricity reliability summits 
across the country. We have had some success with legislative markups 
scheduled in both houses of Congress, although it is unlikely that we will see 
restructuring legislation enacted this year.

The Department of Energy continues to develop support from developing 
countries for clean energy and for the right to take on additional climate change 
commitments. I have hosted three regional conferences for Energy Ministers 
from the Americas, Africa, and APEC at which we unanimously endorsed clean 
energy statements that include language supporting such additional voluntary 
commitments. Bilaterally, DOE has signed climate change statements with South 
Africa, Mexico, Kyrgyzstan, Lithuania, Latvia, Estonia, and the Philippines.
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While we have been successful in some areas in demonstrating that our approach 
to reducing emissions while supporting a thriving economy is the correct one, the 
congressional response to our budget request has been disappointing. The 
allocations our climate change programs have received are insufficient to 
maintain our current levels of activity, let alone support expansions that are 
warranted.

cc:
The Honorable Al Gore 
Vice President
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ed that patients would be better

health care professionals from provi-

In a typical case, the Federal cost-control efforts of managed care

After Doctors^ Antitrust Triumph, 
Lott Puts Up Roadblock in Senate
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negotiate with health maintenance 
organizations and insurers over fees 
and contract terms.

In the last 20 years, doctors have 
often been accused of violating the 
seminal antitrust law, the Sherman 
Act of 1890, which prohibits con­
tracts, combinations and conspira­
cies in restraint of trade. The law 
applies to doctors as it applies to 
vitamin manufacturers and road 
construction companies.
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resentative Tom Campbell, Republi- doctors and insurance companies to iy an attempt to improve their eco-

The A.M.A. has a formidable team
the lopsided vote in the House would of lobbyists. Dr. Donald J. Palmis- 
give them momentum in the Senate, ano, a trustee of the association, said orTeansTsaid: “You cannot divorce 

to the bill, saying: “I don’t think we of doctors in the course of the House
need more lawsuits in America. And debate, and they flooded Congres-
1 don’t think we need more, you sional offices with phone calls urging
know, labor unions in America. And passage of the Campbell bill, 
that's basically what they’re trying J

that." t
Mr. Lott's position reduces the push hard and not accept the nay- 

chances that the bill will get through sayers’ view. They have been 100 
the Senate this year. No senator has percent wrong so far.”
introduced such legislation, though Insurance companies, H.M.O.’s
Mr. Campbell and the A.M.A. are and business groups like the United
trying to find a senator, preferably a States Chamber of Commerce have
Republican, to take up the cause. waged an even bigger campaign

Senate Republican leaders are in against the bill. They said they would
i , . " r - ___
deed, the Republican leaders are up- meetings with senators home for the w*th certain health plans.

By ROBERT PEAR

WASHINGTON, June 30 - Elated
with a big victory in the House, doc- similar immunity from the antitrust for it, saying the bill would correct 
tors opened a campaign today to laws to independent doctors. the imbalance of power between ooc-
persuade the Senate to give them an Doctors said they needed more tors and insurance companies, 
exemption from antitrust laws so leverage to negotiate on working Representative David E. Bonior of 
they could bargain collectively with conditions, the quality of care, the Michigan, the Democratic whip, a 
insurance companies over fees and number of patients they must see in staunch ally of organized labor, said 
other issues. a day and similar issues. the bill “reinforces the value of col-

But the Senate majority leader, “This bill helps doctors help their lective bargaining in our society.” 
Trent Lott, Republican of Mississip- patients — nothing more, nothing Doctors said they needed the 
pi, said he would stand in their way. less,” Mr. Campbell said. "Medical Campbell bill so they could serve 

The House passed a bill to exempt professionals should be allowed to more effectively as advocates for 
doctors from major provisions of the provide care for their patients as their patients in negotiations with 
antitrust laws early today. The final they think best, and today Congress insurance companies.
vote, at 2 a.m., was 276 to 136, with a empowered them to do so.” But Travis B. Plunkett, legislative
two-thirds majority heeding the doc- ( House passage of the Campbell bill director of the Consumer Federation 
tors' pleas for relief. has set off a titanic battle of lobbyists of America, said, "When doctors ex-

The chief sponsor of the bill, Rep- that mirrors the struggle between press such concerns, it’s often mere- 
resentative Tom Campbell, Republi- doctors and insurance companies to an attempt to improve their eco- 
can of California, and his allies at the control patient care. nomic position in the guise of quality
American Medical Association said The A.M.A. has a formidable team o{ care >•

Dr. Palmisano, a surgeon in New

But Mr. Lott expressed opposition he sent e-mail messages to hundreds fl‘es fromTiTality careln’California,

some managed care companies pay 
pediatricians as little as $10 per child 
per month, for care that costs over 

.  Tn anwnaii message' sentJ to doc- $40 a month on the average. More
to do. So I certainly don’t look on it tors at 3:15 a.m. today. Dr. Palmis- than 100 California physician groups
favorably. And 1 won’t be trying to ano said: “Wow! We had an impres- have gone bankrupt or closed. Five
find a way to pass it, I’ll tell you sive win. Now on to the Senate and giant health plans dictate the health

the president. We must continue to care of 90 percent of insured Califor­
nians."

The Campbell bill does not give 
doctors any new right to strike, or to 
withhold services from patients. But 
Mr. Pitofsky said it would give doc­
tors “coercive power” because they 

   could back their demands for higher
no hurry to help the association. In- press their arguments next week in fees bV collectively refusing to deal 
• ’ . ■ W* ••• ---- ----- . . » . * * * —- t— L— —. — I.L t — _ A

set with the group because doctors Fourthof July recess. Mr. Campbell is running for the
have worked closely with President The bill is opposed by groups rep- Senate against Senator Dianne Fein-
Clinton and with Democrats in Con- resenting nurses, nurse practitioners stein, a Democrat. She has not taken
eress to oass a Democratic bill defin- and midwives, who fear doctors a position on the bill, but has suggest­
ing patients’ rights in a much more would demand that health plans re-  L_ L,™.
expansive way than Republicans strict the role of such nonphysicians, served if Congress simply passed the
; q. C.n.pt.l, Ml wouid exempt TXS “Xt 

^epa^tmcm also opposed the Camp-

tors to raise their fees. As a result, 
the officials said, employers and in­
dividual purchasers of health insur­
ance would have to pay higher pre­
miums, and spending for Medicare
and Medicaid would increase.

The Federal Trade Commission
and the Justice Depanment have 
filed numerous cases alleging that 
doctors boycotted H.M.O.’s, tried to 
fix prices or conspired to thwart the

Trade Commission asserted that pa- °'’8anizations- Robert Pitofsky, 
tients and employers had been commission, said
forced to bear more than $1 million the Campbell bill would legalize such 
in increased costs because of a price- co2?uct■
fixing conspiracy by surgeons in e Consumer Federation of 
Austin, Tex., in 1998 and 1999. Amertca opposed the bill. But dozens

Doctors who are employees — at 01 J”ra Dem°crats, who take pride 
hospitals, for example — can join m being consumer advocates, voted 
labor unions and collectively negoti­
ate with their employers under exist­
ing law. The House bill would grant



CSV

^cvVvvsAn ^>\xk

' ‘ - vKV\

r> .u/uV.FSau t\\^/



•’AS S>: I

I

inf, wpapons and controlling oil supplies, he ai 
It is in Iran’s interests to solve these prob lit

over.

tlG.'. UiCo w »saw cUnulCua vViUi dU UlC

Sjjli.'WIHIg

Both Countries Wary
Of Moves Toward Detente
By Howabd Schneider

Washington Post Foreign Sen ice

(Ihc Washington |)ost
Wednesday, July 5, 2000

nology and capital can begin to flow.
Anti-U.S. rhetoric and policies were a staple in the rise 

to power of Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomei­
ni, and remain a core principle of his suc­
cessor as the country’s supreme reli­
gious leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei. 
Under Iran’s system of theocratically 
monitored democracy, Khamenei’s pow­
er is greater than that of the elected pres­
ident, Khatemi, and he retains explicit 
authority over Iran’s rehtionship with 
the United States.

“On the day when the U.S. should 
praise us. we should moum,” Khomeini 
is quoted as saying in a sign along the 
outside wall of the former embassy, dec­
orated still with a flowing mural de­
picting perceived U.S. misdeeds against 
Iran.

The country’s conservative establish­
ment won’t easily let such a mainstay of 
their ideology fall, unless they can con­
trol the pace of any change, and take 
credit for a step that many Iranians 

would likely welcome, said Hamidreza Jalaie-Pour, pub­
lisher of a recently banned reformist newspaper. 

“Conservatives in this country would not like Iran-U.S. 
relations to be normalized by the hand of Khatemi," he 
said. “They would want to normalize [relations] them­
selves."

Some motivation may come from the new parliament 
With the legislature behind him, said new member Ali 
Reza Nouri, Khatemi may be more inclined to initiate 
better relations with the United States than he was a few 
months ago, when a conservative-dominated parliament 
questioned his every move.

“The youth want to involve themselves with the 
world’s progress," and were a key constituency in the 
success of Khatemi and the reform candidates for parlia­
ment, Nouri said. “You can feel how curious they are.... 
They want to get involved with the outside world.”

TEHRAN, July 4
t’s the U.S. Independence Day, and there is not a hot
dog or a beer to be found. There is a nice portrait of
the Statue of Liberty with a skeletal death mask,
however, and some modest words of encourage­

ment from the citizens of the Islamic Republic of Iran.
"Americans..."
Pause for thought.
“ are less sneaky than the British,” said one of the

administrators of Iran's new, reform-dominated parlia­
ment.

“We... ”
Pause for thought
"... are glad you kicked out the British," said a sales­

man at a state-owned handicrafts store, going about as
far as many Iranians will go in saying nice things about a
country whose people are well liked but whose govern­
ment is still seen as bent on world domination.

Three years into an era of detente promised by Iran’s
reformist President Mohammed Khatemi, there is little
evidence that his hoped-for “dialogue of civilizations" has
changed the basic dynamic of Iran’s relations with the
United States, severed after the takeover of the U.S. Em­
bassy by Islamic militants in 1979.

A nation of more than 60 million, with one of the 
world’s largest reserves of oil and one of the best educat­
ed work forces in the region, Iran’s earlier radicalism has
given way to a reform movement under which it is mend­
ing ties with its Arab neighbors, sending officials and

“^“co^wgence’^th F^^’BTtheCTcleof “"A61 Islamic strietures- despite the
_____ 2 •__ .________ .t tv ■. 1 J . . threat of nnps nr imnnsnnmpnf am

A "High Wall of Mistrust"
Still Divides U.S. and Iran

trade delegations throughout Europe, and preaching

suspicion between the United States and Iran rewinds 
and replays as regularly as ever, forestalling the renewal 
of a relationship that could be central to maintaining sta­
bility in the Middle East

The goodwill of recent sports and academic exchang­
es is, to Iranians, marred by the fingerprinting of Iranian 
nationak who~thev arrive at the [IS horder. The Ad­
vance of democracy here is. in the eyes of I I S. officials 
tainted by events such as the recent trial of 13 jews’ac- 

cused of spying for Israel.
The regret expressed by U.S. officials over involve­

ment in the 1953 coup against a popular Iranian prime 
minister is lost on Iranians amid memories of the support 
given to Iraq during its 1980s war with Iran, the downing 
of a civilian airliner over the Persian Gulf by a U.S. war­
ship in 1988, or the fact that hundreds of millions of dol­
lars in Iranian assets remam frozen by the United States’ 

I from the days of th^ I...................
in the American view? the apparent move toward mod­

eration by parts of the Iranian government is offset by 
earlier alleged Iranian involvement in anti-U.S. terrorism 
in Lebanon and Saudi Arabia, and by the current closure 
of newspapers, attacks against democracy activists and 
the purported pursuit of nuclear weapons. The two coun­
tries remain divided as well on the Middle East peace 
process.

Khatemi, who started his term three years ago dress­
ing down demonstrators who hollered “death to Amer­
ica," now speaks of the “high wall of mistrust” that re­
mains between Iran and the United States. During a 
recent trip to China, he said that “the cultural, economic 
and political system of the world cannot be left to the 
whims of the imposing wishes of the dominant powers." 

-XT. 12 2 kco w »law LUuuIClo vVim dll UlC
world,” said Jamileh Khadivar, a member of the reform 
coalition whose dominance in the current Iranian parlia­
ment held out the hope of improved ties with the United 
States. “But in the case of a government that has hege­
monic tendencies, that won’t work.”

U.S. officials responded to Khatemi’s recent remarks 
by saying that repairing ties with Iran will require, fore­
most, "patience.”

Beyond the rhetoric, there are some signs that diplo­
matic and other analysts here read as boding well for bet­
ter U.S.-Iranian ties. Most notably are Iran’s improved re­
lations with U.S. allies in the Persian Gulf, and its 
conversation with Egypt about restoring diplomatic rela­
tions severed two decades ago when Egypt signed a 
peace treaty with Israel and sheltered Shah Mohammad

Reza Pahlavi after he was deposed by the Islamic revolu­
tion.

Many Iranians say they would like relations with the 
United States to improve, although it is a sentiment inev­
itably couched in terms of equality and mutual respect.

Memories here run deep, and even casual conversa­
tions may meander from pleasantries about relatives

among Iran’s large expatriate population 
in the United States to discussion of the 
shah’s repressive regime. It’s a past Irani­
ans want to avoid repeating, even if they 
would also like to end the feud with the
United States.

“We’ve always liked American values, 
as long as the American government 
doesn’t take advantage of us," said Yousef
Mashayakee, 24, who works for the Irani­
an Oil Company in the southern city of
Shiraz. “No country wants to have ene­
mies. ... Nqrmal people want normal re­
lationships.”

That the United States remains the tar­
get of suspicion is counter to earlier histo­
ry when it was seen as a democratic coun­
terweight to British influence, said
Davood Bavand, a veteran Iranian diplo- 
-mat and lecturgr on international affairs.
Iranians first perceived the UmtetLStafr's 
as interested in building schools anThos- 
pitals not, as was the case later, as preoccupied with sell- 
ing wpapoqs and controlling oil stinnlies, he saiH

“It is in Iran’s interests to solve these problems" with 
the United States, Bavand said, noting the almost daily 
discussion in the Iranian press and political circles about 
the need to modernize the country’s technology and 
court more foreign investment Iranian youth, the domi­
nant demographic group in the country, meanwhile,

threat of fines or imprisonment, are avid consumers of 
Western pop music and videos.

Bavand and others said Iran’s domestic politics will 
make it difficult for any rapprochement to begin without 
ajnove by the United States suct^ unfreezing Iranian
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Victor Aviles, spokesman for the Federal Election 

Institute, which oversees Mexico's presidential election, said he has 

no method to measure the influence of "El Candidato" on voters, 

but he emphasized that there was no government pressure to 

conclude the story line before the election.

But just as the real elections ramped up to a feverish 

pitch, the producers of "El Candidato" decided to give the people a 

voice in their hero's fate.

Three endings were developed. In one, Santoscoy was 

felled by an assassin. In another, he got the girl and the vote. In the 

third, viewers were reminded of the importance of exercising their 

right to vote. The plan was to cull through the e-mails and choose 

the ending that seemed to reflect the majority of viewers, who 

ultimately chose an ending that gave weight to the voting process.

While it might seem droll to have the hero ride off into 

the sunset as a civics lesson thunders in the background, "El 

Candidato" wrapped up on June 16 with just that. Ignacio's mistress 

said her love for him had nothing to do with the fact that she had 

just cast a vote for his opponent, then a montage of political heroes 

dating back to the 1920s rushed across the screen. A voice-over 

reminded Santoscoy's fans that their vote is the weapon of freedom 

and democracy.

"Instead of betting on a really melodramatic ending," 

says Salinas, "we finally created a conscience."

But as last August gave way to September, democracy 

seemed like it might just have a chance. People continued to 

express their frustrations over the lack of personal security and the 

omnipresence of drug traffickers. The primary target of their 

dissatisfaction became the PRI, the political party that had been in 

power for 71 years.

The producers fed all of these sentiments from hope to 

mistrust into "El Candidato's" drama machine, creating a personal 

life for Santoscoy and filling it with turmoil too. He was ensnared 

in a dicey affair and was going to have to choose between his 

politically viable marriage and his ravishing mistress.

Viewers responded, with the telenovela gaining 

popularity as it tracked the fictional presidential race and 

Santoscoy, whose desire for change was calibrated to match those 

undercurrents sweeping through Mexico's real electorate. 

"Finally, Ignacio Santoscoy was saying what every 

Mexican wants to hear, what you hear in the street. About security. 

About corruption," said Elisa Salinas, vice president of telenovela 

production for the show's network, TV Azteca.

But Santoscoy's maverick style and outspokenness were 

not unnoticed by authorities. The actor who plays Santoscoy, 

Humberto Zurita, was unexpectedly invited to dine with Zedillo 

several months ago. Zurita and his colleagues were convinced he 

would be questioned about the telenovela, but when he arrived at 

the presidential palace, Zurita was relieved to find himself among 

authors, actors, athletes and decision makers honoring the president 

of Nicaragua.

That wave of relief lasted only a few minutes. As he took 

his seat at the presidential reception, Zurita was grilled by a 

member of the government who wanted more details about the 

telenovela.

"(He asked) who Santoscoy is supposed to be and what 

would happen," said Juan David Bums, director of production for 

TV Azteca. "They wanted to know where the telenovela was 

going."

Though there were rumors of pressure to end "El 

Candidato" before Sunday's election, TV Azteca executives insist \ 

their decision to wrap the telenovela in mid-June was not because 

of government pressure subtle or otherwise. Tney sunpiy felt then 

show might unduly influence voters.

"We involved a lot of things from the real campaign and 

candidates, but we don't want to interfere with the elections," Bums 

said.

In a Shrinking World, Disease Anywhere Means Disease 

Everywhere

By Benjamin A. Gilman and Sam Gejdenson

Special to the Los Angeles Times

Every year, the United States spends more than 

$230million immunizing its citizens against a disease, polio, that 

was eliminated in this hemisphere in 1994. But because polio still 

can be found about 5,000 current cases in other parts of the world, 

immunizations here must continue.

This is just one example of the heavy cost that 

international infectious diseases impose on Americans, the subject 

of our committee's hearing this week. Additional costs are incurred 

from strengthened pathogens that are resistant to drugs. For 

example, in the United States, it normally costs $2,000 to treat a 

patient with tuberculosis. But that cost may be 100 times higher if 

the patient has drug-resistant TB.

As a result of the undemse of antibiotics in the 

developing world and the ovemse in the developed world, vimses 

are developing stronger strains that are able to overcome standard 

antibiotics. A report by the World Health Organization released last 

week indicated that "almost all infectious diseases are slowly but 

surely becoming resistant to existing medicines."

These new, troubling developments come as our global 

economy and advancing technology make the world a smaller 

place. Last fall’s outbreak of West Nile virus in New York state, 

which resulted in 62 cases of encephalitis and seven deaths, was the 

first time that the West Nile virus was identified in the Western 

Hemisphere. The appearance of the West Nile virus in dead crows 

found in New York and New Jersey in recent weeks means that 

federal, state and local authorities in Connecticut, New York and 

New Jersey once again must undertake comprehensive mosquito 

control measures to prevent another outbreak.

With one out of every two deaths in the developing 

world attributed to infectious diseases, the threats to economic 

growth and political stability are even greater there. In Zimbabwe, a 

pivotal country in southern Africa, political instability combined 

with an alarmingly high HIV infection rate 25 percent of women at 

some urban clinics test positive threaten to destabilize the entire 

continent.
The House of Representatives has taken action by 

passing bipartisan legislation that would authorize $500million over 

five years for a World Bank AIDS trust fund. Yet much more needs 

to be done. Acute respiratory infections, such as pneumonia, kill 1 

.million more people each year than does AIDS. Four other killers 
iljiarrheaL diseases, niberculosis, malaria and measles combine jvith 

1AIDS and respiratory infections to account for 90 percent of total 
Jiniectious disease deaths worldwide.

While there has been vigorous political debate about the 

role the United States should play in multilateral issues such as 

peacekeeping and the international criminal court, we can be much 

more unified on the international public health crisis. The simple 

truth is that the United States cannot go it alone in the fight against 

international infectious diseases.
The WHO has estimated that the international 

community needs to commit Sl.Sbillion per year over the next 10 

years for the medicines and prevention tools to stop the spread of 

the "Big Six" killer infectious diseases. The United States already 

is the world's major contributor to the WHO and other international 

health organizations. We must continue that commitment, urging 

our allies to follow our lead.

Where it was going depended on what was happening on 

the real campaign trail. Over the course of "El Candidato's" nine- 

month run on television, reality and drama were seamlessly plaited 

together into one media project. "El Candidato" became the first 

interactive telenovela in Mexico's history, changing its plot lines 

based on e-mails from viewers who wanted their hero to imitate, or 

reject, what was occurring in real life.

As one viewer wrote: "If the intent is to strengthen the 

image of change in the ruling party, it seems important to me that 

the candidate survive. ... It would be very disheartening for Ignacio 

... to die like Colosio (Luis Donaldo Colosio, the presidential 

candidate who was assassinated in 1994) and not finish his 

candidacy."

Rosamaria Cabrera, 34, sat in front of her friend's 

tangerine-colored home, directly across from the memorial plaza to 

slain presidential candidate Luis Donaldo Colosio, where a large 

statue of Colosio waves his left hand at the people m a crooked row 

of homes etched into the hillside.

"They killed Colosio for telling the truth, but Ignacio 

(Santoscoy) will survive because he's in a telenovela, and he tells 

the truth," she said with a smile that revealed a tiny rhinestone on 

each front tooth. "The only good telenovela on is this one. The 

others are only about love, fighting, he leaves her, she leaves him. 

But this one is real. If he were a real candidate, I would vote for 

him." "El
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r Uic error. Before putting him to bedon April 
Brendan's mother gave him two iteaapooii

f

i
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ion, too; better to keep talk- 
iMWlfll?. \

I

I 

Slantial concessions on one previously intrac­
table issue, territory, in exchange for a flnal 
deal. Perhaps the Palestinian leader senses 
weakness, or even desperation, on the part of 
Mr. Barak, whose parliamentary majority is 
crumbling. Perhaps Mr. Arafat simply can't 
take yes for an answer on (erritory, since that 
would oblige him to compromise on issues 
(refugees, Jerusalem) about which most Pales­
tinians are still disinclined u> compromise.

Mr. Clinton's main objective, then, shoidd 
be to push Mr. Arafat toward realism—even as 
he encourages Mr. Barak's flexibility. It is just 
possible that, if the two leaders are skillfully 
cajoled and pressed by Mr. Clinton, the sum­
mit could serve to defuse the shorl-tenn crisis. 
That wfl] be hard enough. The larger goal—a 
detailed agreement tn end the IsraeU-P-.ikatin- 
ian conflict once <ind for all—is harder still. 
Perhaps the best that carl be hoped for is yet 
another “framework” agreement setting forth 
general principles that would govern such a 
settlement—followed hy more talks. Even so. 
Mr, Clinton is right to risk a stunmiL There

rj-r....... - , ....... JU ll.'.ltjtn itijjiH ......................... "
IS prepared to? offer sub- ing than to resuSl

EXT WEEK at Camp David. President 

Clinton will sit down with Israeli Prime
Minister Ehud Barak and Palestine Lib- 

eration Organization Cludrman Yasser Arafat 
to try to narrow (he “significantidiffcrcnces" 
that remain between the two sides as they at­
tempt to work out a final status agreement by 
the self-imposed target date of Sept. 13. "Sig­
nificant" is Mr. Clinton's diplomatic under- 
statement. The two sides remainJfbr apart on 
such critical issues as the ullunatij fate of Pal­
estinian refugees, Israeli settlemtnls on the 
West Bank and Caza mid the states of Jerusa­
lem.

In recent weeks, the rhetoric on both sides 
has escalated. Mr. Arafatj emboldened hy the 
European Union's promises of Recognition, 
threatens to declare a Palestiniaoistale on or 
before Sept 13-—deal or no dealiiwith Israel. 
Mr. Barak says that Israel can respond with 
"unilateral" measures of its own—presumably 
including annexation of large chunks of the 
West Bank still under Israeli control All too 
easily, this standoff could turu violent

Mr, Arafat is dieginc in hj-i .J, ut a lllllf 
when IsriicUeeetflr^^ ' ’

L.:

The Summit Gamble

dljc lllasljinqtoTi JJosti

Thursday, July 6, aooo •

Reducing Pharmacy Errors^
1VE.YEAR-OLD Brendan Vfeitd's pro- lion by 2004, and given a shortage of qualified 
scription called for 50 milligrams of imip- pharmacists, more mistakes are in the offing 
riunine per W-aspoon. A tecltihician at a unless authorities find out and fix whal is caus^ 

... Leer'wg. Va.. pharmacy prepared a syrup ingthem.
containing 250 milligrams. The pharmacist List year's Institute of Medicine reoort on 
dispensed the medication without catching deaths caused by the niistakra of doctors. 
tl>c error. Beforeputtinghim to becRpn April5, pharmacists and others has spurred some ac- 
Brendan's mother gave him two tcaapoons. Gon. Maryland is looking into a system of vol- 
’rhe next morning, she found him dead. untaiy reportiutf. Virginia health officials arc

Improperly filled prescriulions are not as drafting a measure to set training and au- , 
rare ay some may think. According tn Post pcrvision standards for pharmacy technicians 
staff writer Maria Clod, state ^pharmacy and arc weighing reporting requircmenls. 
boards estimate that between 2 pereentand 5 Congress intervened with legislation to pro­
percent of prescriptions filled lait year in- mote voluntary reporting of medical mistakes, 
eluded some sort of error, rsngingifrom mia- including prescription errors, 
spellings to dispensing or instruction mis- life industry will point out, correctly, that4 
hikes. g millions of prescriptions are safely filled every

What's worse, the 2 percent tn 5 percent er- day. But state boards and regulatory au- 
ror rate is only a guess. Tile District doesn't thorities ha»c been slow to act, too. as the non­
keep track nf errors. Drugstores insMaryland profit Institute for Safe Mediation Practices 
and Virginia aren't required to report mistakes has noted. With an array of new and stronger 
cither. Most state boards of pharmacy hear of drugs on the market, government regulators 
errors only when customers bother to cone must come up with a better system to hold 
plain or tlirough routine inspections. With the down proscription mistakes, and fast. One 
number of prewriplions expected to hit 4 bil- Brendan Ward is one mistake too many,
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Mission to Moscow
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Yeltsin and, so far, undpr Putin has as onej^f its
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ll♦k ♦ • i a j • • .------------ ------- —rviumvugv pwtu anun ui uununauon. u Kussia oecomes com-that, if implemented, is certain to logger a po- by Russia is how a potentially powerful country fortable in its present frontiers—and with 11

fear—Russia’s ouesl 
jater will evoke Cold

ingful, Clinton needs to focus on two subjects. / 
Ong is to ensure that Russia’s vnirp i,<^ [-p-
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jts security with imposing its domestir StTUC-

0 p. . , .... . • . J-------- -- ------- --------- □uangit UC1C11OC dgdUiai VllUld UklL (JUULS KUS’Putin s principal interlocutor during as it builds historically unfamiliar domestic in- sia knplies a definition of national security po­

ll other in- 
lamV-diiBk 
live break-\

t * uun uuiy piuvc dii cutxuve non is proceeding with tne same avoidance ct x
interlocutor because he does not seem to play public and con^cssipnnl r^sidn^Tthnt 
the game of appealing to our preconceptions. wrecked the Comprehensive TestBairtreatv

geography have left a legacy that cannot be re- Britain. ... For Russians, a strong state is not 
imivi.i iiv i iiauiviir nil iiwiitA.Ii vUk** i nmi 11> n. on onnmnlir : J _

create a single eco 
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entrench as his successor a protege practically States^zzfhat is, all the former constituent fe- president of Kissinger Associates, an
unknown six months earlier. And in Russia, the publics of the Soviet Union (with the exception international consulting firm that has
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ing internal developments in Moscow. And its 
political agenda stresses a view of arms control
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constant Russian pressure).
The document does not define what is meant

be useful against a threat from China, and a 
strategic defense against China that omits Rus

5
1

A A

A

0
Clinton must lay the groundwork for a new relationship with Russia.

resident Clinton's visit to Moscow
next month will take place in anoma­
lous circumstances. The new Russian
president, Vladimir Putin, is devel­

oping policies intended to shape Russia’s fu­
ture. President Clinton, near the end of his
eight-year term, must be careful not to fore­
close his successor’s options.

The difference in perspective is compounded
by a gulf between the two leaders’ perceptions
of the nature of international politics. Putin has
articulated a set of principles to enable Russia
to resume the role of a great power and “to up­
hold its national interests in the international 
arena.” The Clinton administration seems to 
believe that reform of Russia's domestic in­
stitutions is the major solvent to bring about 
stable Russo-American relationships. Hence its

sian presidency and our presumed preoccupa- Itending that Russia already has culminated a 
lion with our own presidential campaign, h 1 w.a- 

Prime Minister Tony Blair claimed a role for prating Putin for qualities he has not been inof- 
Britain as “pivot” and applied it to the conten­
tious issue of missile defense: “Our role is very 
much to build understanding of the various

around Moscow to the shores of the Pacific^ the 
gates of Uie Middle East and the center of Eu­
rope, relentlessly subjugating weaker neigh- 
hnrs and seeking to overawe those not underjts

7;

Yeltsin era is widely viewed as a surrender to an of the Baltics, which are nevertheless facing clients with business interests in many
American strategy to keep Russia weak. constant Russian pressure). countries abroad.

In these circumstances, Clinton's journey to The document does not define what is meant £ 2000, Los Angeles Times Syndicate

trophobia—its relations with the outside world 
rapidly will normafize/But if the strengthening 

’of Russia as a result of reform produces gradual 

encroachment—as, in effect, all its neighbors 
r™. p.—-------|or jnnlinatinn sooner or

— evoke Cold War reactions.
Thus for a discussion with Putin to be mean-

by a "single domain.” Even were it possible to 
confine such an ambition to the economic field, 
it surely would be resisted by almost all the for­
mer subject states. Bi^ Russian policy under 
Yeltsin and, so far under Putin has as one gf its 
objectives to make independence sopainful for 

those states—by the presence~of Russian 
troops, the encouragement of civil wars or
Bpnuc pressure—as to cause return to the^iis- 
sian womb to appear as the lesser of two evils.

Thus the leader Clinton is about to meet 
seeks cooperation on economics, but in politics 
he will attempt to generate countervailing pres­
sures to what he considers America’s quest for 
domination. Russia is bound to have a special 
concern for security around its vast periphery. 

its military system too close to Russia’s bor- 
'tojfot^qually, the West has a right ^en­

sure that Russia will seek security by measures 
short of domination. If Russia becomes com-

Moscow is threatened by premises disproved 
by experience. “The president,” announced his 
spokesman Joe Lockhart, “hopes to use his visit 
to speak to a broad spectrum of Russian leaders 
who are building new democratic institutions, 
civil society and a new market economy.” But 
when heads of state meet, their goal should be 
to mitigate existing differences or indicate a 
specific direction toward cooperative relations. 
Lectures on domestic institutions often create, 
above all, the impression of American presump­
tion and domineering.

ussian domestic reform is not a favor 
Putin does for America; it is imposed 
on him by reality, as he hiqtself has 
.pointed out. There are some ways we 

can and should help, but in the end. Russian dn- 
.--------------- mestic economic reform is a Russian internal

policy emphasizes constant exhortation regard- problem that depends largely on Russian deci- 

-e e -------------------------- ------ —3 sions.
The deepest foreign policy challenge posed

lineal explosion in this counter.^ with a turbulent history can evolve a stable reh- tiffle^iST^^ooWo'm,r!^nUfOTchi^
This is the real gap that challenges the two tionship with the rest of the world. For four cen- ------------------------------- - --------------------

leaders when they meet in Moscow. Great pow- turies, imperialism has been RussiaTbasfolor-
ers have interests that they seek to vindicate by eijh policy as it has expanded from the region
their own efforts or to adjust by diplomacy. But “*■
the administration pob'ey toward Russia has fo- — ____
cused on Russia’s domestic redemption. The
Moscow visit can make progress if it begins the
process of treating Russia as a serious power. It
will fail if it becomes the occasion for dis­
quisitions on Russia’s domestic structure or for
arms-control schemes doomed to failure in
America.

Western leaders have pursued a dialogue 
with the new Russian president. They have
showered him with accolades testifying to his  
intelligence and commitment to reform, and,
somewhat condescendingly, as a "quick learn­ 
er.” In the process, they have abandoned the
moral precepts they proclaimed less than a year
earlier. Then, they justified their Kosovo policy
as a new moral dispensation that would no lon­
ger ignore domestic repression as an internal
matter. But wnen, six months later, Checlmya
produced an almost precise replica of Kosovo
with even higher civilian casualties, they
changed their tune. The "freedom fighters” of 
Kosovo were transformed into “rebels” in 
Chechnya. President Clinton specifically ap­
proved Russia's right “to oppose violent Che­
chen rebels.” 

Having deplored excessive self-righteous­
ness over Kosovo, I do not advocate it as a pre­
cedent for Chechnya. But the rapid oscillation oors ana seexing to overawe those not undent:
in the West's foreign policy between extremes dkecCcontroLFromthe Holy Alliar^ZmThe 
of moralism and expediency leaves a vacuum Brezhnev Doctrine. Russia often has identified
with respect to exactly what the new Russian
leader is to be engaged about.

ur European allies have made clear

’oned its dignity and made it a great, powerful

This attitude was reflected in a Russian na-

11 w A I . 11 _ * ■ * *•••» OH W aCIUCVlu Ll I UUO 1 ------- __ _ r _
own leader. .. . Almost every other observer Oct. 3, when Putin was prime minister:"... to than conclude, a dialogue.

miit.i Tteasfogle economic domain with the mem------------------------------------------------------------

mmonwealtn ol Independent The writer, a former secretary of state, is

ceiling of 1.500 warheads that the administra­
tion reportedly seeks. How is this to be distrib­
uted among existing categories of weapons? 
Does it require different types of weapons? 
What is the relatfonshin rn missile defence^ 

anjmgmaly, wtucn should be got rid of. Quite What would be the impact on global deterrence 
the contrary, they see it as a guarantor of order and foreign policy commitments? Among the
and the initiator anothe main driving force of priorities of a new administration must be to

any change." Putin explicitly reaffirmed Rus- develop a nuclear strategy to answer such ques- 
sia's imperial tradition in his inaugural address: tions without resorting to stale numbers inher- 
nVe must know our history, know it as it really ited from the Cold War.
is, draw lessons from it and always remember While Putin is concentrating on the modem- 
those who created the Russian state, champi- ization of Russia, which has its own mo 

.. ------------------ 6—mentum, our challenge is to deal with its in-
the Internet. He explained Yeltsin s leaving of- and mighty state.” temational consequences. And, in what is left
fice as rooted m his core belief in the right and This attitude was reflected in a Russian na- of the Clinton administration, the best that can 
ability of the Russian people to choose their tional security policy document adopted on be achieved in this respect is to start, rather

viewed Yeltsin’s resignation as a skillful manip­
ulation of the Russian constitution in order to

Spectfully heard in the pmprging intemationjal 
system. At the same time, President Clinton 
must stress—against all his inclinations—that 
geopolitics has not been abolished. America 
cannot remain indifferent to Russia's support 
g^lran'^nuclar programjts^systemaffc attack

^oseaDrochimedea?m^s to weXen^rcanai 

~Ag]eri<an hegemony America should respect 
legitimate Russian security interests. But this 
presupposes a Russian definition of “legiti­
mate" compatible with the independence of 
Russia’s neighbors and such serious American 
concerns as proliferation of nuclear and missile 
technology.

resident Clinton has implied another 
major objective on his visit to Moscow: 
a breakthrough on arms control, spe­
cifically regarding the ABM treaty, 

missile defense and reductions of offensive 
weapons. A word of caution is in order. The ad­
ministration is highly uncomfortable with mis­
sile defense. If unavoidable for domestic rea­
sons, it clearly prefers to squeeze it into a 
framework where it is confined to threats from 

--------  . - . —------- ------------- — socalled rogue states such as North Korea. Yet 
ture on its neighbors and beyond. Now reduced an ABM system aimed at North Korea also will 
to the boundaries of Peter the Great in Europe, '

their aim. It is to establish Europe as Russia must adjust to the loss of its empire even

, « ————.mmma wvmvwuv Ml oia uupuco a UCLUUUUI1 UL Ilduuruu set
foe formative period of the new Rus- stitutions. The West does itself no favor by pre- orities that will profoundly affect all ’ ' ’ ’

, - . --------------------a temaUonal relationships. A 1™^
process that is only in !ts inception or by cele- president should not attempt definitive break-

----------------------- -----tnruugns on so controversial a subject, 
■fice long enough to demonstrate.--------------------------- As for offensive limitations, the administra-

Paradoxically, Putin may prove an effective tion is proceeding with the same avoidance of 
terlocutor hpranv* hp dope nnf tn nU.r m.kl.n •__ t .

points of view, both of Russia and the United the game of appealing to our preconceptions.
States"—not exactly a ringing endorsement of He emphatically does not share foe Western as- ’ r   ____
the American position. sessment of Russia’s internal evolution. In his briefing with respect to the imriications oFa

Tht west has a stake in a peaceful and demo- seminal manifesto, published late last year, Pu- 
cratk_Russia that would contribute to aunore tin declared that “it will not happen, if it ever
-stable in'pnufoinal order. And Russia is clearly happens at all. that Russia will become the sec­
in a historic transition. But history, culture and ond edition of, say, the United States or Great

•uuwui/y uimuguc ioi us own saxe. i urougn- 
out Boris Yeltsin's period in office. Western 
leaders acted as if they were a party to Russian 
internal politics. Ignoring a corrupt economy 
and autocratic governmental practices, Presi­
dent Clinton, on foe occasion of Yeltsin's resig­
nation. spoke of Russia as having emerged as “a 
pluralist political system and civil society com­
peting in foe world markets and plugged into



The realities of the global economy herd the presidential
candidates to a common vision. But the public isn’t sure.

A'
paigning for months, spotlighting 
the differences they otter voters.

1st ‘new economy’ election

Embracing globalization

Ag( 
>ial

- maintaining a strong 
conomy in a globalized!

na-
elections over the past cen 
from the impassioned dispute

stitutions such as the World Trade

high stakes, ft may be costing Gore 
credit he hoped to gain for having

Cover story
source of griping by one candidate 
or the other. But this year. Bush and
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But when it comes to the policies 
they believe will keep Americans

Buchanan made the second of two 
significant GOP presidential bids by 
denouncing the impact of NAFTA

By Susan Page 
USA TODAY

WASHINGTON - George W. 
Bush and Al Gore have been cam­

fund campaign promises within 
the newly balanced budget
► Just four years ago, in 1996, 

~ ichanan made the second of two

and 21% wanted a Republican. But 
the greatest number, 48%, said it 
made no difference who won the 
presidency this year.

on manufacturing workers and de­
crying the loss of sovereignty to in- 

___________L___A.1____»!»__» J T_____ i

Organization. Congressional Re­
publicans a year earlier tried to dis-

the experience to continue the cur­
rent strong economy. For some vot­
ers, it may even raise the question: 
Does it really matter who wins?

This is the first presidential elec­
tion of the new economy, the first 
national contest since both parties 
made significant adjustments to re­
flect the realities of the world in 
which most voters have access to 
the Internet and satisfying global 
investors looms as one of a presi­
dent's primary concerns.

Among the changes:
► Just eight years ago, in 1992, 

candidates Bill Clinton and Al Gore 

promised to "re-evaluate” whether 
to continue supporting most-fa- 
vored-nation trading status with 
China because of human-rights 
concerns. They didn’t mention bal­
ancing the budget in their 32- 
chapter campaign bible, Putting 
People First.

Now President Clinton sees ex­
tending normal trade relations to 
Beijing as a major achievement of 
his presidency. Gore pledges to

Gore have lavished praise on chair­
man /Man Greenspan, a celebrity of 
the new economy, and joined in 
urging his reappointment

In an interview with USA TODAY 
in his West Wing office. Gore said a 
new "Global Age" was being 
shaped by the Internet and the jet 
plane, satellite television and 
worldwide telephone service. The 
vice president called it the succes­
sor to the Cold War era.

“The world is much more con­
nected than ever before," Bush said 
in a separate interview just after

They include”some conservative 
Republicans and liberal Democrats 
in Congress as well as the Reform 
Party’s Pat Buchanan and the 
Green Party's Ralph Nader. Both 
third-party candidates warn of the 
impact of globalization on Ameri­
can workers and national sover­
eignty. but neither has managed to 
attract more than a few percentage 
points in national polls.

and demanding accountability 
from them. Buchanan has bolted 
the GOP to take his message of eco­
nomic nationalism to the Reform 
Party.
► In the past, the machinations 

of the chairman of the Federal Re­
serve Board often have been the

For the major-party contenders, 
an embrace of globalization, de­
spite its complications and costs, 
has been dictated by the facts of life 
in the new economy,

"They realize that you can’t fight 
the forces of globalization," says 
Robert Reischauer, a former direc­
tor of the Congressional Budget Of­
fice who is now president of the 
Urban Institute. "They're like the 
rising tide."

In this new world, the discretion­
ary powers of the presidency on 
some issues seem to be shrinking.____ 5sues seem to be shrinking. 
Basic questions are settled regard­
less of the candidates' philosophi­
cal views on the size and role of 
government. The limitless global

mantle the Department of Educa­
tion.

Now Bush has become the first 
Republican candidate since the 
Education Department was created 
to propose expanding its mission in 
financing local education programs

“It’s very hard, extremely hard, 
to imagine either a Democratic or a 
Republican presidential candidate 
differing much on these issues." 
says Laura D'Andrea Tyson, dean of 
the business school at the Univer­
sity of California-Berkeley and an 
economic adviser to Gore.

"I would not say their views are 
identical, but there’s a broad con­
sensus in America, and they both 
reflect that consensus." says Larry 
Lindsey, a former Federal Reserve 
governor and the chief economic 
adviser to Bush.

There are naysayers to the gen­
eral consensus that globalization 
not only is inevitable but also, all in 
all. a good thing for the country.

When it comes to economics, 
the differences are hard to find

employed and the nation prosper­
ous, they could just as well be run­
ning on the same ticket

Both candidates generally em­
brace free trade, endorse a bal­
anced budget and agree that a first- 
class education system is a critical 

federal priority in a high-tech In­
formation Age. Both lobbied for the 
controversial China trade deal that 
passed the House and is now be­
fore the Senate.

The consequence of this new 
consensus is a dramatically 
changed American political scene 
in which some century-old eco­
nomic debates appear to be settled. 

■There are still stark differences be­
tween the candidates - over how 
to bolster Social Security, for in­

stance. whom to appoint to the Su­
preme Court and whether to devel­
op an umbrella-like national 
missile defense system.

But on what is arguably the 
president’s top foreign and domes­
tic priority now that the Cold War 
IS OV6r
tional economy in a globalized sys­
tem - the two candidates are in re­
markable accord. That means they 
presumably would govern in simi­
lar ways in this arena as president 
because pursuing other policies 

would jeopardize the confidence of 
global investors and the funda­
mental health of the U.S. economy. 

t That has robbed this election of 
some of its drama and sense of

economy paradoxically has put the 
next and future presidents in a pol­
icy box.

That's a marked change from the 
big debates in other presidential 

;t century,
■over 

the gold standard in 1896 to the fe­
vered clash on the perils and 
promises of the North American 
Free Trade Agreement in 1992.

Gone is the sense of clear choices 
that characterized the 1932 elec­
tion between Herbert Hoover and 
Franklin D. Roosevelt over tackling 
the Depression, or the stark con­
trast in world view between in­
ternationalist Lyndon Johnson and 
aggressive nationalist Barry Gold­
water in 1964. Even in 1980, Jimmy 
Carter and Ronald Reagan offered 
voters dramatically different ap­
proaches to managing the econo­
my and asserting the U.S. role in 
the world.

"This election reminds me of the 
elections in the late 19th century 
when nobody remembers who 
those candidates were and who 
those presidents were, when the 
parties looked more alike than they 
were different." says presidential 
historian Robert Dallek, author of 
Hail to the Chief: The Making and 
Unmaking of American Presidents. 
“Of course, it's vastly different given 
the kind of global involvements the 
United States has and the enor­
mous power of this country. But for 
all that, there are echoes of that 
time."

Dallek adds. “That's partly what 
makes this election so unexciting." 
A poll by the Associated Press last 
November found 24% wanted a 
Democrat for the next president



new economy with similar philos­
ophies. Bush took a more laissez-

survey by Democratic pol 
Mark Penn found that 46%

op with minimal regulation while they considered their work part of 
the government addressed issues the "new economy."

sure about the path both major 
candidates have decided to follow.

scholar Michael Beschloss says.

taliatory measures taken by other 
countries against U.S. industries,

USA the edge in innovation that has 
made it the capital of the new

paying down their debt, investing

such books as Jihad vs. McWorld:

fast."
In today's poll-driven politics, on 'mp0*' 

no other major issue is there such a R°hert
policy." says 
Labor secre-

Bank held meetings.
Promises within budget

USA TODAY - MONDAY. JUNE 26,2000

arbitrary decision-making power 
that they used to," presidential 
scholar Michael Beschloss says.

Economists warn that a presi­
dent who dares to step outside the

the barriers violated WTO rules, 
sanctions could be imposed or re-

the U.S. jobs?"
_In response, 43% said good and 

bad — a remarkable findinz.give ^h ”1 3 remarl<a^e Ending, house of Congress by a single vote.

economists that nee trade has who feel that that logic is so com-; nprinnn ~ci,irinO in ^hor'Vri™, 
S3 SJafiESL*the “• SndS'f&xs;

luctantly proposed an economic 
package that raised taxes and fo­
cused on trimming the budget def­
icit at the expense of new spending

trade also showed that one of five 
of those polled said they or some­
one in their household held a job 
that depended on trade. A separate 

illster 
i said

But Buchanan and others acknowl­
edge that their message isn't likely 
to resonate with many voters at a 
time of unprecedented prosperity, 
even if some are uneasy.

delivering a speech at Boeing in Se­
attle on the importance of trade. “1 
think we are in a new era."

Both candidates looked to the 
next generation of issues on the

economists jhat free trade has who feel that that logic is so com- 

tion’s current prosperity. the point where there's now a new

economy.
“In a global economy, investment 

capital and psychological confi­
dence flow in the direction of coun­
tries that are willing to accept re-

paign.
Now both major-party candi­

dates promise to make their cam­
paign promises fit within a bal­
anced budget. Bush argues the 
surplus can support his $1.3 tril­
lion. 10-year tax cut without deficit 
spending. Gore makes the same ar­
gument for his proposed domestic 
spending programs.

"Because of the kind of glob­
alized economy that we are now in. 
presidents don't have the kind of

hurting economic growth.
► A second-rate education sys­

tem could limit the availability of 
skilled workers for expanding e- 
commerce and other high-tech 
businesses. That would cost the

The USA TODAY sun/ev rh.r On S0Clal Pr0Fams that he had 
found such ambivalence about free n^ISed dUring the 1992 Cam‘

new policy consensus risks spook­
ing global investors and souring the 
nation's economy.

Why?
► A budget deficit of any signifi­

cant amount - say, when it reaches 
the levels of the mid-1980s, around 
5% of the gross domestic product - 
would drive down the value of the 
dollar and drive up interest rates. 
That would slow growth and cost 
jobs. What’s more, a drop in in­
vestment would curb gains in pro­
ductivity, the main engine of the 
current prosperity.
► Tarins or other barriers to pro­

tect U.S. industry would limit com-

sponsibility for making hard-nosed 
decisions: balancing their budgets.

MM 1  J  *. * 

in the”iiture, investing in theirpe<> 
pie and harmonizing their fiscal 
and monetary policies." Gore says. 
The principles are not new. but

the vote with a call to arms against 
NAFTA. In a strong economy four 
years later, he received just 8%.

tom line is.” AFL-CIO President of 1115 first term as the require- 
John Sweeney, who helped lead ments of the new economy were 
the protests, said in an interview, beginning to become clear. He re-

they have a new power in the glob­
al economy that increasingly char- 
actenzes this global age."

Bush insists that the vigor of the 
LIS. economy means that a presi­
dent's choices aren’t limited, at 
least not yet

“Our economy is so strong now 
and we can attract capital because 
we are the most entrepreneurial 
and one of the most efficient mar­
kets in the world." the Texas gover­
nor says. “For the short term, I 
think the United States still has got 
pretty good leeway as to how we 
conduct our fiscal matters."

But as to whether future presi­
dents will face policy constraints 
imposed by the new economy, he 
adds, “Maybe for the long term, 
that may be right."

Bush and Gore say they see divi-

their parties that could bedevil the 
— -------  r„.. next president. Clinton could tell

conducted this spring asked. “Do them how frustrating that can be:
you think free trade would be good He failed to win "fast-track" negoti- 
for the United States because it -icing authority for trade deals and
helps the U.S. economy, or free had to engage in hand-to-hand
trade would be bad because it costs combat to win on NAFTA and the

China trade proposals. His 1993 
economic package passed each

societal effects of giobalizat.on in Snt“ on^a Sen sS 

such uuoks as jinaa vs. McWorld: » 2.
Ho^v Globalism and Tribalism Are

fame approach than Gore on some 
issues, and Gore ruminated in 
greater detail on the challenges 
ahead from technological ad­
vances. But both said the private 
sector should be allowed to devei-

the unions, trying to turn back the 
“I don't 

mk they’ll be able to do so.”
In The Lexus and rhe Olive Tree, 

his best-selling book on globaliza­
tion. New York Times columnist 
Thomas Friedman says leaders

and this spring in Washington. D C investors will suddenly get up and 
when the WTO and the World leave”
Bank held meetings.

“If we can protect the interna­
tional financial institutions, we can
certainly find a way to protect the ^ne °f reasoning helped
workers, and that's what our bot- Hinton during the first clays

Signs of hesitancy .

A USA TODAY/CNN/Gallup poll
conducted this month found an
overwhelming 78% saying the
“new economy" has been good for - —, u.,.-
the nation, compared with 15% sions in the country and within 
who said it had been bad. ' ' 

But another USA TODAY poll

country puts on a Golden Strait-

my goes south or the speculative choices are limited within pre­
bubble on Wall Street bursts, you scribed parameters.
can be sure that could change very ”bhe confidence of global in­
fast." vestors has become enormously

In today's poll-driven politics, on 'mportant to domestic policy." says 
no other major issue is there such a Robert Reich, a former Labor secre- 
disconnect between the public and tarY who is n°w a professor of eco- 
the major parties. That divide has nomics and social policy at Bran- 
created a political opening for Bu- deis University. “Every world 
chanan and Nader and become a leader is now a carnival barker, 
rallying cry for organized labor. Op- seeking to attract investors to that 
position to globalization sparked leader’s own nation, and every 
angry protests last fall in Seattle leader potentially worried that

J:
were an economic downturn. A re- Bush aereed tw? m

m [&e2ndR°^,Sr 'KtheyV^a s!,.-4’"'

Ross Perot managed to win his'SsS

including the "digital divide" be- “The same people who express 
tween rich and poor and concerns those opinions (of concern about 
about smut and privacy on the In- trade) say 'goodbye' to the pollster 
temet. and then turn off their Yamaha hi-fi

One problem: The public isn’t so and get into their Toyota and drive 
s. , ... tQ the 5^

---------------- lecided to follow, cheese," Reischauer said. Then 
they pick up their clothing, which 
has been made in China, Jamaica 
and India, from the cleaners."

Harder to act?
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The Promise 6f Precision Prescriptions
‘Pharmacogenomics’Also Raise s Issues of Race, Privacy

Unlike most doctori. Georgetown Univerai-
ty phyiieun .nd ph^ologist De.vid Hodt-
hart enjoy, talking .bout his patients who J

WWj

i“i.|

lave had a reason Lo take such

Flockhart likes these sorry stories because '|

'edmi-

•’r'

bfH

• ’111

■the'..dual responses 
leading-edge met 

Carting to make

.v

■

similar success rates in the more 1

'/3
also hope to profit from sales of the 
’fcAsetic tests that will be used to Custom Treatment

dnlgs.

Washington post

Satukbax, June 34, 3000

some! 
are starting

promised by the Human Genome Project—the dpr 
12 billion effort to spell out the entire human Vut 
genetic blueprint, whose, virtual completion is ‘Mft 
expected to be announced on Monday—none gin

I

hat happens when the pa- 
comes in and says, 'I hear 

!‘s a great new drug (or ssth- 
. and the doctor says . .. 'Yeah, 

bill It’S only (or whites?" asked 
Mirk Rothstein o( the University 

m’s Health Law i Policy

ing new and experimental drugs 
only In volunteers whose genes I 

preordain a positive response,

ww cass. . cununun lucxutuies, intiuujng w 
jent patterns relevant to pharma- i rfetne. Unable to metabolize the co 

they highlight the great potential o( -pharma- eogknomlcs are ethnically linked, I deine into its desired breakdown 
cogenomics,' a new field of medicine he and YMimg issues of racial Kereotyp- product, morphine, the woman got

HelU of gene theraf )y, which aim* 
to treat people by giving them new 

genes.

preoruaw a positive response, 
companies can generate data that ciety
■* ju ___ 1 »_ *u— o-—1 crim

, ^d.-ltl^the goventment
qaiihe lodar's long and costly drug knll have to deal with these i»-

. lies that hare launched 
r__  >genomics programs. "It
does raise important issues for so- 

1 ! in terms of privacy, dis- 
crimination and insurance issues.'

Flockhart's surgical patient pre­
sents a classic example of the need 
(or pharmacogenomics. After un­
dergoing surgery on her ovaries, 
she was given codeine, the moat 
commonly prescribed painkiller in 
America.

-She wanted more and more of 
I the stuff.' Flockhart recently re- 

t'tillArl Risfnrn Inntf he eai/4 “she

'ahproval process. Some companies Res.

All told, experts said, pharmaco- 

1 presents a chaflenge to 
. tor precisely the same rea- 
offers so much promise: be­
lt focuses on people's differ-

THE HUMAN BLUEPRINT i Matching Drugs to Genes

setions in response to so-called 
quinaione antibiotics.

cay practice of medicine, it will
Me as a test case of how society
I Ideal with Issues of genetic pri-
y and discrimination.  ..
dany people are already ner- ' called. Before long, he said, "she

didn't get better from tfie medicines he pre­
scribed, or who got even worse because of side 

effects.

alters medi- 
legal landscape, too. At what 
should doctors and drug 

rs be liable for not taking ge- 
Atrikl information into account? Al- 

a group of patients has sued 
 alter of a Lyme disease vac- 

nM claiming that people with a 
ular genetic signature should 
ire been given the vaccine be- 
they are especially prone to 

serious side effects from

thitch patienU with appropriate

E ut like so many advances in ge- 
heli is, pharmacogenomics raises 
drfftult questions, too. As the first 
Itiempt to meld the contentious

ByRjcxWxiss i *1

IKiJiuiyw Pm SuffVnur

j
I
i

The patient whose tendons became so in­

flamed from taking a common antibiotic years 
ago that she remains debilitated to this day. 

The woman who took Prozac only to find 
her blood pressure goingithrough the roo(.

overdose instead of undermedlca- 
tion. That's because Prozac, like 
codeine, is also broken down with 
the help of the 2Dfl gene. Since she 
could not metabolize the antide­
pressant, the woman suffered an 
oreroccumulation of the drug, 
with high blood pressure and other 
side effects.

The patient with tendinitis car­
ries a different gene variant that 
triggers painful inflammatory re­

now.' some experts predict. It will 
be common for patients to take ge- ™ < tot 
netic tests before their doctors de- . Al, told, 

dt> which dnig, or what dose, to 
lofcribe for them. That's tar 

sooner than anyone expects to see ““
similar success rates in the more «fc

|

Drug companies, as well as pa- 
tifqls, stand toigain bom the phar- 
maeogenomic revolution. By test-

derisions on tlie basis of patients ™l1 

genlrtic makeup. Five years from tSfis

'Wil prove irresistible to the (food 
'jO-'j n___  AU—
-lailfig today's Ibog and costly drug

is as close to broad clinical use as pharmacoge­
nomics. I

The new science seeks to solve a simple but llent 
longstanding problem: Medicines are made therf 

and sold on a'bne size fits all'ba-
sis, even though people vary sub­
stantially in hdw they respond lo 
those compounds. As a result of 
thia variability, more than 100,000 
Americans did every year from 
side effects of properly prescribed 
medicines and: another 2 million 
are made seriously Hl. 

Now, with scientists identifying 
more and more genes that control 
individual responses to drugs, 

medical centers 
make prescribing

per prescription? 
equal concern, some of the common medicines, including co-

. uic i perueni ui vaucasiaub ui uus
I. How will people react when | country who harbor. an inactive 
netic test is required just to get 1 form of a gene called CYP 2D6. 
i>per prescription? which helps break down many

The truth was far simpler. Tests
but so &r few people ultimately showed she was among 

|j)e percent 0( Caucasians in this

md access to care. One fear is no relief.
■profit-conscious pharmaceu- ■ Flockhart's patient on Prozac 
companies will use pharmaco- had ibe same genetic variation, but 
Imics to aim their drag devel- in her case it led to an effective 
hot efforts toward genetic
roups of people who can best
n to pay for them, further mar-
izing already undi

Scientists know of six common 
CYP drug-melabolizing genes, all 
of which operate in the liver and 
are responsible for breaking down 
about a dozen different drags each. 
They have also begun lo find other . 
genes in other parts of the body, 
which people can inherit in various 
forms and which can affect how ef­
ficiently these people absorb, 
transport, use and excrete various 

medicines.
With the recent advent of simple 

tests that can reveal a person's ge 
netic subtype from a drop of blood 
or a cheek swab. Flockhart said, 
■we're beautifully sei up to look at 
variations in these things bom per­
son to person. It's a real opportuni­
ty to help a lot of people."

In a few settings, genetic testing 
is already helping doctors inform 
their prescribing decisions and

lrWe believe strongly that this is 
a new era and the dawning of a 
gulden age of personalized medi- 
dne.r said E"  '
vice!preside! ' 
Squibb, one o------------- ,-----------------

LIvmA VUtiipuJULw ■ ■■ • w —
phartaeogen

others are pioneering that promises to reduce 
treatment (allures by matching medicines to tHw 
palients’personal genetic codes. tkal

Among the many vaunted medical benefits geni 
____ ,1.-U____________ n_______EM-'___ _

dne.f said Elliott Sigil a senior 
president at Bristol-Myers 

lb. one of several pharmaceu-
vice
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and tnxuport in the body.-It'S <0- 'Efficacy could be proven in 
to be MS a, b, c and d. And we snuU cohorts o( a few hundred pa- 

unl. can develop new drugs for each of tients compared to 3,000 or 5 000
ago. these types." as we do now," said Gualberto Rua--------- 1 —- .un utixuc; 

but with the advent of a drug 
fl-mercaptopurine, more I fa

two problems have plagued I doc- i« a little-known follow-up project drugs.-This i, going to change the
tors: Why doesn't the drug wcrkm Io the widely hailed Human Ge- economics of drug development
e^ery child, and why does it cause norne Project Unlike the genome radically."

senous and even fatal side effects project which sought to sped out a U would also reverse the current 
" T?nC? I "consensus" version of the federal regulatory push to include

project seeks to define the » clinical trials—a push that arose 
differences in that code « few years ago in response to con-

co genomics

emphasizing social identifiers like 
race and ethnidty ... and exacer-

ef- bate social inequities.'

low-up 
subtle

percent ol children can now be per- 
_f .a I • 

•t—i_________ Ml MIC- yci
that drug's introduction.

At the Mayo Clinic in Rochester, jus* 'MS,' " or multiple sderosis, 
inn fnr D:_U__ n<z4 tT-eL.1------------------------- ■

igues *cnity of California at San Francis- 

[dren Renes that affect drug absorption

I

QTtje toosbington pcst(

Saturday, Juki 24, 2000

fofe it hu a chance to kill tjieir '—

1 — — «a —■” ■ w J ^^O’— 1M* O
percent higher than normal ini or- drugs and the: to individo- 

----------- laUnivwsi- 
, — -- ----------------- /overdo.- ty of Nebraska anthropologist who

ing on the drug becauae of their is studying the fleld'i potential im- 
. _ . . - pKt jj

may work out i> it will juit end up

cahcers—are given dcuus up tn 50 
p -L - - - a t.l_A___ .1____ I • 1
■ - - v*'—- ’ " »1 ■■■■
defln get a therapeutic effect And 
thpae who ve effectively overdow 

 
relatively inactive TPMT genes 

are getting down aa low ai one- 
fifteenth normal, providing all the 
anti-cancer efficacy of a no 
dose but without the extra sic
feet, they once endured. 

C 
P^rnucogeno^iallit-S 

nttion. of dheax. ire brea__ , ____ _ uluc^ uuv-
down. Cancers, for instance, which tors could easily run into trouble if 
-- ----------------- --------------------- -------------- .4 . .. ________________________ __

for genetic testing: Think how 
many ' ' "
Tiger  
or Caribbean, one geneticist said. 
IMlswrt tm 6.^* Lew —*.L-- —t
- - —— Ma w VM.W • wa »

But many relevant genes do cor­
relate with race. While only 7 per­
cent of Caucasians have the 200 
variant that caused problems for 
some of Flockharf. patients, for 
example, more than one in four 
Asians cany a similar variant. 

Those realities present interest- 
ing economic and ethical quanda­
ries.

On the economic side, pharma­
ceutical companies could save mil­
lions of dollars by preselecting par­
ticipants in a clinical trial so that 
virtually everyone benefited and 

no one got side effects.

The answers finally arose Litb h™>an genetic sequence, the fol- 

the loots of pharmacogenomlo. --------------- ' ‘ -
i Mercaptopurine, it turns orit. is 

brnk»n <4<%uro« sk— k„ -1__
zyme abbreviated TPhff BiS 10 

percent of Caucasians and blhcks 
edrry a variant of the TPMT jene 
that renders the crucial enjqyme 
relatively ineffective, and an dddi-
lional one in 300 of these chOAran  __
latk the gene and the enzyme alto- letters within the 3 billion-letter *e<l to the drug, since those panic-
“'i” --------T- —a-. ipanta'sole purpose would be to

The recent shift by federally demonstrate side effects.
funded and privately financed gene At the same time, any drug that 
researchers away from the genome gained approval through such a 

SNPs represents more than a sci- tie only in people with a narrow ge-
entilic change of course. It brings nedc or racial grouping and would

* Philosophical change of probably be approved by the FDA 

people’s similarities but on their “That could be a problem.' said 
differences. Larry Palmer, a professor at the

Hut shift is necessary if person- Cornell University Law School

dose but without the extra 
fetgi they once endured. | Not aU of thi genetic variations 

One result of the new focus on that affect how a person will re- 
phkrmacogenomics is that old dhfi- spond to various drugs track along 
nitionai of diseases are breaking racial or ethnic lines. Indeed, doc­
down. Cancers, for instance, which tors could easily run into trouble if 
haye iraditionady been dassiAed they try to use race as ^substitute 

w •’ - ■ ■■■■ vaww__w
ificreasingiy being typed farthe

- W-™™ ———' - w. Ml
drug sensitivities, and medic

thope haUmarksT Experts pre 

that In the next few years a bev 

new gtnetic tests wiff show I 
many other diseases also < 
to be parsed and targeted
Ing Jo their genetic signatures.

Philosophical Shift a sd-
_ C-.CC . •7.*, kajiui., tumpany chat is
The driving force behind the developing genetic tests to predict 

"mergence of nharmacovenomie.. oeoole’a mnnnM. various

even save lives. 

: sviMyu vuui*. ui Al
Muiil, for example. Rid 
Weinahilboun and his co 
f • 
dividualize treatments for

by (their location in the body,   
tactastngiy being typed furtherjby many people might suppose that 
their genetic characteristics and Tiger Woods is African American 

mRiicinK1 or Caribbean, one geneticist said. 
r,.d"^0*’^ 10 “"I*1 *h'n in f,ct Eu motkr l» Thau

„,Jof 

—f that

1

mleU

, 7/'”’-----~ng uKm. —MM SEinr-MQacKi IHCVlitUlC IS CO "SSM ms owMU/Mlg U1C irjjai UTipUCa-
,'n w,t*’esl,K'ally high jlev- lake off. But it also brings new pos- lions of pharmacogenomlcs. "You

els of the enzyme—who are, ui es- sibilities for genetic bias and dis- itoow the drug companies are go-
“o*-6; breaking down the drug be- criminatiou.

■The great promise of pharma-
rogenomics [s that It will target
drugs and therapies U
ala,' said Morris Foster,

!
I
I
I

more diverse groupings of people

The goal is to identify hundreds left out of the drug approval

polymorphisms." or SNPs (pro- ' macogenomics, though, expert re- 
—..—J .-ur-u M.-viewers might deem it unethical to

test a new drug on people whose

ipanta’ sole purpose would be to

At the same time, any drug that

Im- project and over to the search for process would have proven its met-

entific change of course. It brings nc°c or racial grouping and would 
’"71 m. x. ■ . j *'th ft a philosophical change of probably be approved by the FDA
, .7 z?'. J1™ „Cllnlc lnti a* Si- perspective that will focus not on “nly for use in those people.
Jtjde Children s Research Hospital people’s similarities but on their That could be a problem," said 

ini Memphis, doctors now routine- differences. Larry Palmer, a professor at the
lyltest for TPMT activity in leuke- That shift is necessary if person- Cornell University Law School
™^,T1!Wren.?efore R»nebased medicine is to who is studying the legal implica-

■We re going to learn it's not

ICI, ----- . v< Uiuiu^tc MJCTOSIa,
M. said Kathleen Giacomini, a Uni-

jave been using genetic testsko in- “ researcher who ia identifying 

dividualize treatments for children genes that affect drug absorption
With acute lymphoblastic 1c

mix.
I The childhood cancer- was u...

ueraally fatal a few decade^ ago. 
' tilled do, chief ex^ulive'officCTof''(>-'

“P M Philosophical Shift PturmaceuticaJs. a Sci-
-----------------re-- „ ence Park. Conn., company that is

manently cured. In the years hince r.—- u_ui_j m.. a—.
. thqugh. emergence of pharmacogenomics people’s "responses u>

the tools of pharmacogenomla.
7" 

broken down in the body by to'etr- &om P«rson to person. cerru that minoritiesr’were being

The goal is to identify hundreds left out of the drug approval pro­
of thousands of "single nucleotide , Under the new rubric of pbar-

pnlvmnmhiamw ■ a* CNTOw msrror.nAMl-_ ____ A. ~ .

nounced'"snips"). which are the ti­

ny spelling variations that occur ----------------„ — wllw
about once in every 500 to 1.000 genes suggest they won’t respond

gelher. (Tile variant is almost un- human genetic code, 
kijown in Asians.) Unable tolme- T1— 
tabolize the dreg, these children funded and privately financed gene 
essentially overdose on even small ‘
doses, and often die from 

mune system suppression that en-

sges.
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‘It's not the sitne as telling

I

prescribing u proponents believe, 
it may come to pass that lor some

i-

rtat wn..WI b. Rnj for SmithKIine convinced the offi-

cent ol the population. ST^i”

Qomica and the law, they will have
m —I■ ■ — a"lav %to defend that conclusion in court.

Et)e Washington |Jo5t(
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Alzheimer's disease someday, 
which (reales people out," said

A Merck spokeswoman said the 
company's withdrawal from Ostex 
was not related to marketing con- 
cenu bo r--*- *-

Kathleen Giacomini, the Universi­
ty of California at San Francisco re­
searcher, This is a more people-

dations, there are 
biotechnology com-

drugs (or people with rare genes? «"“* “ ?'h" kin<ls 0' f-----------
Its loi soon to say, but there is tor «W'e- ‘ "■
some evidence that some might J0"!onK'tenn o( getting a 
not I fatal disease.

I
I

Rather
to mea__. _ 
said, "they decided to rely on sales­
people k> convince physicians to

postmenopausal women might ac­
tually nfeed the drug, Omenn said. 
Merck jpulled out of the part-

j
I

drugs, at least anything less rigor­
ous than individualized dosing will 
be considered malpractice.

Last winter, several patients 
brought a class action suit against 
SmithKIine Beecham, the maker of 
a Lyme disease vaccine, claiming 
that the company should have 
warned people about evidence that 
the shot can cause a severe form of 
arthritis in certain people.

Federal records show that the 
FDA advisory committee that rec­
ommended the vaccwe's approval 
spent considerable time looking at 
prebmmary evidence that people 
with a genetic hallmark called 
HLA-DFU might be especially like­
ly to experience the severe re-

Another hurdle that pharmaco- 
genomics must clear is public wari­
ness of genetic testa—especially 
among minorities, who have tradi- 
—-J been more mistrustful of 

such tests.

u,™ uw cnw.ce to “T t"tS ,ha'

focus their efforts this way, would * ?trso" 5 r'5Pon“ « »
companies even bother developing not be as contrce

friendly kind of genetic test.’
A handful of companies are 

counting on that attitude, and are 
already developing kits that people 
will he able to use at home to see 
which versions of several key drug­
metabolizing genes they’ve inher­
ited. At least one company, PPCx 
Inc. near Research Triangle Park, 
N.C., hopes to offer at-home test 
tuts by the end of this year, said the 
company's CEO, Josh Baker.

If genetic tests prove as es­
sential to the art and science of

versial as other kinds of gene tests
le, a per-

Merck I i Co. was supporting a 
small Seattle company called Os- 
texl *1------ ------------ • - •

that 
risk 
said Gabert S. Omenn. executive 
vice president for medical affairs at 
the University of Michigan, was to 
use the test as a marketing tool for 
Merck' new bone-building drug, 
Fdsanua, which Merck hoped to 
sell widely lo post-menopausal 
women;

But *hen early studies with the 
test indicated tlut only half of all

convince patients to use these 
drugs.’ j ,

use ill without the deep under- 
standi . ' ' ------------- ----------
use it appropriately on the right in­
dividuals,•

Moreover, given the chance to

action.
Ultimately, however, the re­

searchers who tested the vaccine

came out of a decision to 
focus sofely on the treatment of os- 

tcopoross. not on methods for di­
sclosing it.

Others said that even if the big 
drug companies do end up focus­
ing only on the most common ge­
netic ~k---------— “■— —

plenty

nershipiand left the little company 
in a st^tc of near financial ruin, 

from which it is now recovering 
•Merck wanted to say that as 

soon .S women get menopause 
they shfluld take these drugs,' said 
” IO. Bologna, Ostex'sCEO. 

use an objective test 
real need. Bologna

International to develop a test 
t could identify women at high 
: of osteoporosis. The hope, 
I Gilbert £. C..------- ---------- L..
! president for medical affairs at

ing to! market it as best they can.

And tie average practitioner may _ .
ill without the deep under- 
li^ig of the science needed lo 

'. aoorooriatelv on the rirht in. t,oniUy

viduala,' 
Moreover,
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Charges of Bias Challenge U.S. Death Penalty

ally, the focus hasjbeen largely on 

the states, primarily Illinois, whose

SltoWea!U1eCIi„lon ad-

than 
aifedi

ers facing the death penalty 

members of minorities, and fee). and federal

(■

■efiurs tor seek- Slx >fears laIer- ln l99< ConB'-«s 
capital cases Is £na<:":d Federal Death Penalty

■ I

Mr. Garza's lawyers believe, severe­
ly hampers their ability to make an 
effective case for clemency.

"We're really between a rock and 
a hard place," said Gregory Wier- 
cioch. a lawyer with the Texas De­
fender Service, who has been repre-

clear, rhe procedures in capital cases 
are still being drafted. Mr. Clinton 
said in February.

The absence of clear guidelines.

$

ly RAYMOND BONNER 
WASHINGTON, June 23 - In the 

current debate over the death pen-

Act, which expanded the crimes tor 
which a defendant could be executed. 
They Included the assassination of 
the president, large-scale drug traf­
ficking even when no one Is killed, 
drive-by killings, sexual abuse re­
sulting in death and destruction of a 
plane, train or motor vehicle result- 

, Ing In death.
Federal law requires the appoint­

ment of two lawyers for an indigent 
defendant facing the death penalty.

j. decisions "so dial the public can 
I review and understand the basis for 

such decisions."
A Justice Department official said 

this week that the procedures had 
not yet been adopted.

After the Supreme Court declared 
In 1972 that the deaih penalty, as it 
was then being applied, was uncon­
stitutional, states quickly adopted 
laws that the court upheld. But Con­
gress spent the next 16 years strug­
gling to find a way around lhe court s 
concerns. In 1988, Congress adopted 
what has become known as the 
"drug kingpin statute," which allows 

tor the death penalty against an indi­
vidual who commits murder as part 

. of a larger drug enterprise.

(Eljc jXeto y ork Eime?

SATURDAY, JUNE M, 3000

Mr. Garza's lawyers have ex-1 

hausted their legal appeals and are 
turning to the court ofl public opinion 
and politics. They haVe enlisted the 
American Bar AssoclhLiont which In

Clare a moratorium dn fedacal exe­
cutions. "j

Mr. Garza wants tojask lhe presi­

dent for clemency. But Ms lawyers 
said they are facing some formida­
ble handicaps.

Although the Constitution gives 
presidents absolute i authority to 
grant clemency and ptesidents could 
do so on their own at any Mme. tltey 
rarely do.

And while the proct 
Ing clemency in none:

governor haa declared a moratori­
um. and Texas, which puts more 
inmates to death thah most countries 
and whose governtJr, ol course, Is 

running for president.

lot of the information we want to put 
. in the petition, we don't have. It's in 

lhe hands of the government.''
This Included a government study 

on whether race is a factor in apply­
ing the death penalty in federal 
cases. The Justice Department has 
turned down Mr. Garza's request for 
the study or the raw data that the 
department has gathered. A depart­
ment spokesman said the study had 
not been completed and the data 
would not be made public.

Mr. Garza's lawyers have also re­
quested information on how the Jus­
tice Department has handled other 
capital cases. There are a dozen 
cases like Mr. Garza's — multiple 
drug-related murders — in which 
federal prosecutoi-s did not seek the 
death penalty, including six in New 
York, Mr. Wlercioch said.

He wants to know why the death 
penalty was sought in Mr. Garza’s 
case, and he believes race was a 
factor. Of the 27 defendants against 
whom the Bush administration 
sought the death penalty for drug- 
related killings, including Mr. Garza 
who was convicted after Mr. Bush 
left office, 23 were African-American 
or Hispanic, Mr. Wiercioch said. 

In 1994, when Congress was con-
Unlted Slates government. k sidering sweeping death penalty

Seventeen of the 21 federal prison- legislation. Attorney General Janet 
‘ f are Reno said in a letter to a congress- 

_______________________ —a (ederal , man who opposed the death penalty 
prosecutors in a d0zen Southern ' that the department was developing 
states have accounted for more than ' procedures that would allow for the 

half of the federal cases In which the ■ disclosure of its capital prosecution 
death penalty has been sought. ! '*•« —

ministration to remain largely above 
(he fray because there has not been a 
federal execution In heady 40 years. 
Although Vice President Al Gore fa­
vors the death penalty, he has nut 
faced the tough questioning that Gov. 
George W. Bush ha^, and Mr. Gore 
has said little other than that he does 
not see the need for aaederal morato­

rium.
Bui lhe case of a condemned mi-

* gram, worker may sdon call attention 
to lhe federal captfal punishment 
system. I •

Juan Raul Garza, a migrant farm 
worker and high schbol dropout who 
was convicted seven years ago of 
marijuana smuggling and ihrcc 
drug-related murders in Browns­
ville. Tex., Is scheduled to be execut­
ed on Aug. 5. ft woeid he the first 
federal execution sinfe Jdhn F. Ken­
nedy was president, vfhen a man was 
put to death by hanging in Iowa for 
kidnapping and murrinr.

The Garza case raises broad and, 

for many, troubling issues about lhe 
application of the federal death pen­
ally, most specifically whether race 

and geography determine who is sen­
tenced to die at thej hands of the 

IJnlfprf .^tafM pnvpmmpnf k
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lawyers
late or f

honra city, urged a “comprehensive 
eJrairilna<lori~~8l IB8 leaeraT~2eath

facing execution — j including Timo­
thy J. McVeigh, wholwasconvlcted in

Isiana. Illinois and Penns; 
Texas, by contrast, JI per

the death pen-

>f numbers, the

i

Deportment of Justice would be 
down here invesligating, handing out 
indictments," Mr. Wlercioch said.

In an interview last week, Mr. 
Core said. "The question of racial 
disparity is right now being Investi­
gated thoroughly within the Justice 
Department."

He added that the factors that led 
Columbia University researchers io 
raise questions about the death pen­
alty in a recent study, like prosecuto­
rial misconduct and incompetent de­
fense counsel, "are the kinds of mis- 
takes that could conceivably have a 
connection to racial attitudes in rhe 
aggregate."

In his letter to Mr. Clinton on May 
2 calling for a federal moratorium. 

,the president of the American Bar 
Association, William G. Paul of Okla- 

!

quest, a former member of the re­
view committee. Rory K. Little, 
wrote In an article In the Fordham 
Urban Law Journal In March 1999

Mr. Little noted that federal pros­
ecutors have considerable discretion 
but he sold this suggested that the 
federal death penalty was nor being 
applied uniformly.

"It Is difficult to believe that not a 
single murder in those 11 slates since 
199a was a possible candidate tor 
federal prosecution," Mr. Little 
wrote in the article, "The Federal 
Death Penalty: History and Some 
Thoughts About the Department of 
Justice s Role." He went on: "There 
are, sadly, gang-related killings in 
every urban center In America, and 
drug-related killings occur not only 
In Miami, but also in urban cenrers 
such us New York, San Francisco, 
Chicago and Seattle."

In a telephone interview, Mr. Lit­
tle, a former federal prosecutor who 
is now a professor of criminal law 
and legal ethics at Hastings College 
of Law in San Francisco, said he was 
not an "emotional opponent" of the 
death penalty, but that he had 
"grave misgivings" about the way It 
is administered by the states.

On the federal level, he said, fur­
ther study was needed before a judg­
ment could be made. He added: "In 
my view, it isn't fair that if some­
body who commits a bank robbery 
and a guard dies Is going to get the 
death penalty if It happened in Tex­
as, but someone who does the same 
thing In Massachusetts isn't"

He said he was aware of a case In 
Missouri that was very similar to 
Mr. Garza's in which the govern­
ment did not seek the death penally 

Mr. Garza was accused of being a 
major drug dealer and convicted of 
smuggling more than 1.000 kilos of 
marijuana from Mexico between 
1982 and 1992, as well as of three 
murders.

At the punishment phase of Mr. 
Garza's trial, prosecutors introduced 
testimony that Mr. Garza commuted 
tour murders in Mexico. But he has 
never been prosecuted for the mur­
ders.

"In the history of the modern 
death penalty, we are unaware of 
any case where prosecutors intro­
duce evidence of unadjudlcated for­
eign crimes at the penalty phase," 
said Bruce W. Gilchrist, a lawyer 
with Hogan 4 Hanson, who has 
joined Mr. Garza's'defense team pro 
beno.

Federal courts have rejected the 
claim that the testimony violated Mr. 
Garza’s constitutional protections. 
But the Inter-American Commission 
on Human Rights, a body of the Or­
ganization of American States, Is in­
vestigating whether it violated the 
American Declaration of the Rights 
and Duties of Man, which the United 
States has signed.

Pending the outcome of that inves­
tigation. the organization has called 
on the Clinton administration to de­
lay Mr. Garza's execution.

In February, Senator Russell D. 
Felngold. Democrat of Wisconsin, 
sent a letter to the president and Ms. 
Reno asking them to suspend federal 
executions, and he has Introduced 
legislation calling (or a national mor­
atorium on the death penalty.

the Oklahoma Cltjp bombings — 

about 82 percent, orj 13, are African- 
Americans. This isi a greater per­

centage of blacks on death row than 
in all but four states | Maryland. Lou- 

sylvanla. In 
, jl percent of the 

death row population is black, and In 
Alabama, 48 percent, according to 
the Death Penally information Cen­
ter, a private organ zatlon In Wash­
ington that opposes"" ‘ “
ally.

"If some back county tn the South 
had the same kind

Concerns about
whether a taw is
being applied fairly.

I p&MUlly that wduld ndf W limited to 
has allowed the death penalty to be ( the question of racial dlscrimina- 
sought against 1991 defendants, ac- Uon." The bar association has not 
cording to the Fededal Death Penalty I taken a position for or against the 
»---------------- ----------i I p4naUy

There are glaring geographic dis­
parities in the application of the fed­
eral death penalty law.

Fourteen of the 21 defendants on 
federal death row, in Terre Haute, 
Ind., are from three states — Texas, 
8; Virginia, 4, and Missouri, 4.

Under a system put In place by Ms. 
Reno, United states attorneys who 
file charges in which the death pen­
alty Is a possibility are required to 
send a memorandum to the Justice 
Department (or review by a four- 
member committee, the Capital 
Case Review Committee. The sys­
tem is intended to ensure uniformity 
and fairness In the application of the 
death penalty.

Yet. from 1994 to 1999, one-third of 
the United States attorney's offices 
did not file a capital prosecution re-

I Resource Counsel In Columbia. S.C.. 
Seventy-six percent! of those defend­
ants are minorities^ and 52 percent 

lore African-Americans.

Of the 21 federal Inmates currently

She iXclu gork Eimcg

SATURDAY, JUNE 24, 2000

.nt least one o( whom must be experi­
enced in capital cJises. As a result, 
claims of ineffective assistance of 

counsel do not mark the federal sys­
tem, as they do mahy states, such as 
Texas, where defendants have been 
represented by lawyers who have 
slept through trlafe or h.ive other­
wise displayed grois incompetence. 

The principal copcems about the 
federal death penalty are whether it 
Is being applied fatdly and uniformly. 

Since 1988, the Jubtice Department
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letters to the editor

i

Why »il llul wc CAn pulv i;un on the

ali'il loniomiw.
gasmns emtaions a,ul (Mrtinilafc(

rwtsHU- Aitricuiwrtl Kt^rwrh (.entei

Executive an the Front Line.

’!’« hwily x-enibkd

that would linui dedim dcLiies m 
the DeniuTaiic and RqiuHiaui a.

p o "c‘ loolI'ar'‘y v»il Dihrr federal buikli,^ But the 
1M L “n . “ ' .’jl W-^'fcn r«i»that Modi.

son was the only iircRiiknl Io

24, 1X14, during ihr dttir <11

i

buy from growing up guy hy rauwing 
homtwexwak from his luw* vision?

L I

kXmVW'll

53 " ^“TTs™h a •ll' r''to'“ “ helpinjthe indivi.lo.al onenwhon t«xn most of the pop. d End hi, wv In a wnrirt of diffiodi

Btadciislxinf.
llic hourly mined, under-

Qtyc Washington JJost

Thursday, July 6. 3000

35j=!E»i“E-7

didairs. Many more issue face this 

rnuntry than arc being aihlo.sscd by 
d<e two nuiil emrtirtutCT. To limit d^ 
Ultra u prnpnm d is a form of ainsor 
shin and a rratrirtimi uf free speech. 1 
rcitural that njy tax dnUars he used to 
ini'lude al least the Reform Party can­
didate and possibly th.-. Green 1‘arly 
ranilhlale.

 C-XO'CClNNKl.l.  
Sliwnwmi Kanch. Calif.

f'Wl ore inooln IM o 1°'“^'M hMtily awillbled mi-

Thousands of yonne boys win will 
grow lip to be "open, av weal Immie 
setuals' are already im, tlm|f merit

imoililii-aliun. 1120 euulil be used in 

^'■•'I'bpulilan Area

RON KORCAK ____

W/i-i), which allows
■ — -■-——*- M s, s Siusl

U.S. UnciruwM <4 ArfnniHufc 

Miswxr o7-;;.;imy;k"-u^,zi:z;d

 elwliOn Or an "iiulam ninoff.' which
------------------------------------- elcelna majority winner in one round. 

, the "spoiler' nrnhiem wnuli) no away"
Why init .■.illciscoiirdceiiun method

l-dlm wiajf be cxcluxiiv lo 
T>u Piut. must ba ai^nail 
end must ituhide th a u>rit- 
era hnmf. address and day 
and earning tdeptumc 
numbers. Because uf space 
limitatimu, publish,d til­
lers arc subject to abridg- 
numt. Although wk a/V un­
able to acknowledge latten 

wr. cannot publish, we value 
the mews of those who send 
us their comments. Ldllm 
should he addressed tn 
Letters to the Editor and 
may be hand-delivered, sub­
mitted via ILSl mail er via

................. .——• - «- 
to.eUow UieU

our e-mail (uldmxx (it 
lettorstoed&jwashposl.cam

lllleniativc fur bin fuel in IhJnear fu- 11211'l51>'Ll^wvff*'’"^’

z,zXM''uiiun inui “ fA_ ___ _
Al the U.S. Dqarimeiit ot Aijricnl- ■uui’iut anddo^'int reunin rihnll"t' !" WMt',or UK'irc‘nil'lhl' ■ id’ 

'.""l^'TinUlural Rorram l, Serwicr /chase uf ,u-w vehielra nJ any enZ n,',,l."l',r.l''"“li<l.ilra lu nm and

I I mrwliri.w.l HAi'i a ■ a

t.ct zi//Parlifs [Ip Hpttrd
E. J. Uiunue Jr. aeknowlcdi'es the 

wduable role „| third partira hut Mj|| 
wonders if ilK'y should he allowisl in­
In lhe presWwnud delsin-s tomd 
June 3UI. This an'l na'lof scienre' 
Why is ll Hint we can pula nun on Uie 

mnon but can't uum-up wtih a way io 
.■11,1 «ir president tlml allows rulers

aSSOrluieiil ulher equipment, Blltl 
ran also be made Inuu n ,iumher of

ind.
But John C. Leyden's stale-

’ Biodicad: The Other A Itemative

tl-'^.lbu.Vrueks.lrailorsa.idan
■np alhe-HasiiT Buses’ prmiuited al 
lernatjee fuels for (he .area's public

The Boy Scouts Ruling

. ^'^■-j^ivslhwldn.lewdh h.ul,M ip this most Americn „f in-

waoMint scoubrueiler. and I have no when iliperbliuiatiun -h ■"«nhrrs of the

woblean with a hoinlK|.»na| man pan ent'people ennlonh-t
z uripalingin my troop. ' wu-lsru

ica n Me. I am an Eanle Scout and an 

assKlant scouluiasler. and I have —

z tiripalingill my troop.
Tie Supreme Court has not only rw 

affirmed disrrimination in this imun-

Irv Inn also cslablishcd a presiurmlwn
■ h«* -Wsr— u_ m____ • 1 m
dly molest'dwir"^^.'  ̂pn,

pneeuentZe^s •-» .1 • •
S - -—-- MIC IfKSMrW"

phobic kadera of the Boy Scoubs of
ilniwica iz> Inn nwinbenhip of gays. „nn w

I find it ahhorratt dial the United tht^c is n liyion. 
buihis touts mt civil lilxrlles. while «- ~ -
I . "   
from people Who have n dilfemntsetu-

Uniled Church ul Christ, Rcfumi Ju. 
daism or die Quakers Slid Im digible 
lie the Sronts' God & Country Mislat

AriuiKbin if they arene laui’IillorondcnuiUieir 

honuBcxuiil iln'Khhors? 
Many parents mistakenly Ihink that 

Ihnir ehUdreil are now “safe" from ho. i 
muuexualilyand ponsiMy tnolcslation. I 
Many others, howrver, won’t be able, ' 

young sons lu participate in an oflieial- 
ly exclusionmy group Widi as lhe Uoy 
Sojuix.

HRICC.l’ETKRSON

WaJiiaglon |

pri-Nnit llictr iwuea and mkiucs Uwf 
Um winner has majority *M|ipun? The 
r<^l fdull lier, with uur prrsidcrilial 
rlertion mcllasl (also used hi deer
Our conurcwioiui jjw! m.Mv IcRiaLv

—......... —® A Cuiidiihtft lu
wm wlielhcr hr i>r sfm h,™ nMjuriLv

Muppmt nf out. R defies dir ]iruK*tpk 

e * ■ — —- — —- M 1 Mlimf
ftlrrliCin or an “NUIAAI ninoff," which

______ ■■— .......—4““' "J’ • iii viic ruunii, 
• he ’ipuilur' pmNcin would |«o away. 
\VIiy IWH •TidcuL'OHrdciliuil mHh.wl 
irifilcail ul Hie > Jindiikite!.?

JOHN C. STRAWN 
AMe<*n-Hi jml Cuuftlfocta 

QiMViriltrtrt B1.fnbe.-t
Grrni |h«y iM Culifamui

Sanu Burharn. GM
■

1 disagree with any decision by Hie 
Commission un 1‘residcnliil Di-hnics

eimler in Belbiville. we bare been 
cunductinu a deniunslmlion project 
P rw I I flOU.U.UIVc al. . a a . a

:u an aUcrnalive In petroleum diesel i. 
ThiS urujmil uses B211 (a hlcntl ul 20 
periTiit wyhean-dimved oil and 60 

tecrcenl iieimleum dienell io fuel .ill 
Wil diesel engines on sialion. ire

THU C-. • 4 ’ .V.

i

HDWIn R. SMITH

MARk PAVKOV 
Edgewater
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J. VIRGIL WAGGONER

July 6, 2000

00 JUL i AMl'/IOH

Dear Mr. President:

capsules and can literally produce billions of pills per year.

the best qualitystandards, generic cotrimoxazole, to meet the needs of infected Africans

I have contacted Ambassador Joseph V. Reed, at the U.N. and Dr. Joseph Pemens, at the U.N.
AID5 program in Geneva, seeking their help and advice. A word from you to the U.N., or advice to me
on how best to proceed would be most appreciated.

Sincerely,

J, "7

aggoner

J

I

1111 Bagby, Suite 2420 - Houston, Texas 77002 
Voice: 713.65J-3003 - Fax: 713/651-0732

Honorable William Jefferson Clinton 
The President of the United States 
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20500-2000

1M

A/,_

I-.-

patented by Roche Pharmaceuticals for treatment of urinary infections, bronchitis and a type of pneumonia 
" mt15 .?ff’patent)- Dunng APril of this y£ar’aI an African HIV and AIDS conference of U.N.

pills per week (312 per year) and can be purchased for less than $10.00 per patient per year 
Ghanaian facility could be the supplier of choice to control the HIV-AIDS epidemic in Africa.

Riker could rapidly increase our production, add and train employees to produce

0. Virgil
JVW:sf

■.m£°^ly^We,CU^.ently produce sel1016 cotrimoxazole 400/80 pills (best known as Bactrim and was

THTd/OlldHeal‘h0^“ll“,10"'theeXper,Srep0nedtha'CO'rimox“0lewasa''"y'n“P^-veand 
effective drug to prevent HIV from becoming AIDS, for the 23 million infected Afticans. The dosage is
SIX puls per week (312 ner veart anH ran r— i—_ «.i__ m, « ™ .. 6

Our
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Fax:

Dear Ms. Curry;

Mr^Larry Wallace has spoken to you about Mr. J. Virgil Waggoner’s concerns about the AIDS
epidemic in Africa. The following letter will explain more about his concerns.

Thank you for your help.

Sincerely,

T_io*t K.001/002 F-001.uul

Susan Freeman 
713/651-0732 
hiv/aids
2

From;
Fax: 
Subject:
Pages:

Date: July 6, 2000
Name: ATTN: Betty Curry
Organization: The White House 

202/456-1210

'’"Susan Freeman

Secretary to J. Virgil Waggoner

< I UIM V T II I
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June 30, 2000

Dear Mr. President:

7 - c, -oq/M

%

'K/7

Would it be possible to send them new certificates to 
replace the damaged ones. Please send the certificates to my 
Executive Assistant:

He, along with his associate, Michel Coatrieux, were 
very pleased to receive “Certificates of Appreciation” from the 
White House Mess. To his dismay, the cedificates sustained 
major water damage on their way to the protection of a glass 
covered framing. Copies of the damaged certificates are 
enclosed.

The President
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

A friend of mine wrote to me regarding the dilemma of 
a very good friend. Patrick Chabert was honored to prepare a 
dinner for President Clinton and other guests at a fundraiser 
held in Chicago on May 19th of this year.

Harry Reid
Nevada

Senator Harry Reid 
Assistant Minority Leader 

United States Senate

UNITED STATES SENATE

WASHINGTON, D. C.

Mrs. Janice Shelton
Office of the Assistant Democratic Leader 

United States Senate 
The Capitol, S-149 

Washington, D.C. 20510

/7

7

The Capitol, S-149
Washington. DC 20510 

(202) 224-2158 
Fax: (202) 224-7362

Janice Shelton ' 
Executive Assistant to the 
Assistant Minority Leader

... .

Lb .vl 
vt L •
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Enclosure(s)

Thank you for brightening the day for Patrick Chabert 
and Michel Coatrieux.

Should you have any questions, please contact Janice 
Shelton at 224-7004.

-

The President 
June 30, 2000 
Page Two

6^ Reid /

distant Democratic Leader

Sincerely,

O/
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THE WHITE HOUSE MESS
CERTIFICATE OF APPRECIATION
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ontstandliig mpport you provided to the President of the United States during his visit.
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service to the President nd the White House Staff.
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With warm regards,

Rosa Parks
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Sch, vise and support Rosa and Raymond Parks institute
for Self Development, which I co-founded with Elaine Eason Steele, in honor of my husband.

Again, I strongly encourage Judge Keith’s selection as a Presidential Medal of Freedom recipient.

Please give my best to the family.

Rosa & Raymond Parks Institute for Self Development
65 Cadillac Square Suite 2200 Detroit. MI 48226 (313)965-0606 Fax (313) 894-3566

____________________________________

J U
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June 25, 2000

Dear President Clinton: w jul b Awtratj

I hope you and your family are well. We continue to pray for you.

Again, I strongly encourage Judge Keith’s selection as a Presidential Medal of Freedom recipient.

Please give my best to the family.

With warm regards,

Rosa Parks

The Honorable William J. Clinton 
President of the United States 
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

I am adding my name to the list of Judge Damon J. Keith admirers and people of good will who would 
like to see him receive the Presidential Medal of Freedom. His legal decisions have moved us closer to 
equality. In his civic and community life, his collection of African American Legal History, the first of its 
kind, is outstanding. Judge Keith’s appointed chairmanships for celebration, reflection and review of the 
Bicentennial of the Constitution of the United States by Chief Justices Burger, Rehnquist and later 
President Bush, documents his devotion and commitment to this country.

Finally, I should note that Judge Damon Keith is a respected role model for our youth. A Detroit Public 
School is named in his honor, and he continues to advise and support Rosa and Raymond Parks Institute 
for Self Development, which I co-founded with Elaine Eason Steele, in honor of my husband.

It was nice to be with you at the Thurgood Marshall Federal Judicial Center in February, 1999, when the 
Marching Toward Justice exhibit opened in Washington D.C. I thought you might like a picture of us 
together at the event, so I have enclosed one. Since that time, the exhibit, which you like so well, has 
traveled to federal courthouses in New York, Philadelphia and Newark. It is now at the Howard 
Metzenbaum Courthouse in Cleveland, and will soon appear in federal courthouses in Los Angeles and 
San Francisco.

Rosa & Raymond Parks Institute for Self Development
6J Cadillac Square Suite 2200 Detroit, Ml 48226 (313)965-0606 Fax (313) 894-3566
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To: Betty Currie FROM: ANN EDELBERG

At: The White House PHONE: 323-575-4528

FAX: 202-456-1210 FAX: 323-575-4296

CC: 

PAGES: 6 (including cover)

NO' 1

Bett

ance.

zabeth is always saying, even taking the

n on the show for your perusal.I ha’

e that I can do, or that you may require,
rt—“•

Thanks!

I
1
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7800 Oeuerly Bouleuard • Los Rngeles, CR 90036 
phone: 323-575-5000 • fax: 323-575-2685
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To: Betty Currie FROM: ANN EDELBERG

At: The White House PHONE: 323-575-4528

FAX: 202-456-1210 FAX: 323-575-4296

CC: 

PAGES: 6 (including cover)

RE: The President on PI

NOTE/MEMO:

Betty:

Thank you in advance for all of your assistance,

I have included some additional information on the show for your perusal.

Thanks!

i'

Please let me know if there is anything else that I can do, or that you may require, 
to make this happen.

You are truly as kind and generous as Elizabeth is always saying, even taking the 
time to listen to my stories this afternoon.

7800 Beuerly Bouleuard • Los Hngeles, CH 90036 
phone: 323-575-5000 • fax: 323-575-2685

ilift::
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June 29, 2000

!

Dear Mr. President:

<x>

Respectfully,

Ann Edelberg

ai

IIDO Dawmown HtnUijcliutis, 3 Tmhc Wamm Fuiertiiifiiicnt Campanv

fax:323.S75.26BS |FaNE:3 2 3.57 5.5OOD

e

I look forward to hearing from you. If you have any thoughts or concerns, please 
do not hesitate to let me know. I can be reached directly al 323-575~4528.

As we have discussed, Bjll would be grateful for a one-on-one interview before 
you leave Office. As suggested mprior conversations, we would’be happy to visit 
the White House on a Saturday morning and conduct the interview following your 
radio address. Naturally, it would be in everyone’s best interest if this project 
could take place before the fall election campaign kicks into full swing.

President William Jefferson Clinton 
c/o Ms. Betty Currie
West Wing, First Floor
The White House
Washington, DC 20500
Via facsimile: 202-456-1210

-O

4> 
O>

It was wonderful to see you again last week in Los Angeles. Bill Maher and I 
wore honored to be included in your recent event. Everyone there noted the 
mutual fondness between the two of you.

Of course, we will do everything to make this as easy and uncomplicated as 
possible. As we need not point out, your doing an interview with Politically 

Incorrect would be a privilege for Bill and mean so much to all of us.

TM

323 575 4296

with Bill Maher

It? STLA®
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with Bill Maher TM

Since its ABC premiere in January 1997, following Ted Koppel on Nightline 
(12;05-12;35 p.m., ET) Politically Incorrect has proved itself a powerful ratings 
competitor among late-night programs.

Called the "Best talk show on television" by TV Guide, Politically Incorrect is 
the winner of four CableACE Awards for Best Entertainment Host and Best Talk 
Show, and has been nominated for four Emmy Awards.

WKi’llES,
■ II MP

RM

Each evening, Maher brings together an unlikely quartet of guests - from 
Senators to drag queens, musicians to actors, authors to activists - to discuss the 
day's burning issues, such as "Can a person be justifiably fired for being too 
beautiful?", and " Is Clinton the Democrat's Reagan?"

Politically Incorrect with Bill Maher is one of television's most provocative
and funny shows. Maher is placed at the center of a wildly diverse panel of
four from the worlds of politics, music, media, literature, and entertainment
who, through heated debate ingeniously instigated by Maher, puncture both 
the liberal and conservative views about the hottest issues of the day.

Some of the program's past guests include: DAVE MATTHEWS, MARILYN 
MANSON, BEN AFFI.ECK, WOODY HARRELSON, GLORIA ESTEFAN. COOLIO, SAMUEL 
L. JACKSON. BILLY BOB THORNTON, TODD RUNDGREN, CINDY CRAWFORD, ICE 
CUBE, JERRY SEINFELD, WYNONNA, ROBBIE ROBERTSON, MICHAEL DOUGLAS, 
ROBERT KENNEDY JR., HALLE BERRY. AND LARRY FLYNT.
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ABC PICKS UP “POLITICALLY INCORRECT WITH BELL MAHER” 
THROUGH YEAR 2000

I

‘•politically Incorrect with Bill Maher” was created by Bill Maher. Executive 
producers are Bill Maher, Scott Carter, Nancy Geller, Brad Grey, Bernie Brillstein and 
Marc Gurvitz. The program, which premiered on ABC on January 6, 1997, originates 
from Los Angeles and is produced by Brillstein Grey Entertainment and HBO Downtown 
Productions, in association with Buena Vista Television. (CLOSED-CAPTIONED)

ABC Media Rclationi: Jennifer Solari, (310) 557-7421

"Politically Incorrect with Bill Maher” is up 12% year to year among total 
viewers, up 16% among adults 18-49 and 14% among adults 25-54. The show is in a 
virtual tie with Letterman in the 12:00-12:30 a.m. half-hour among total viewers, with 
only 10,000 viewers separating the two shows. Last year at this time, Lettcrman’B lead 
was 21% (600,000). Additionally, "Politically Incorrect with Bill Maher” is the only 
nightly network entertainment program that is up year to year based on the May sweep.

Also, "Politically Incorrect with Bill Maher” has reached its highest in-pattern 
clearance level at 80% of the country. In the past six months, the show’s clearances have 
been upgraded in markets including in Miami, Cleveland, Tampa and Atlanta.

Politically Incorrect With Bill Mahar," is one of television’s most provocative 
and funny shows, placing Maher at the center of a wildly diverse panel of four from the 
worlds of politics, media, literature and entertainment. Through heated debate 
ingeniously instigated by Maher, guests discuss various opinions about the hottest issues 
of the day.

The ABC Television Network announced that it has renewed “Politically 
Incorrect with Bill Maher" through December 2000, This will bring the show through its 
fourth season on the network.
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Fringe Ratings Report: ABC Late-Night Programming

May 11, 2000

p 20% among Adults 
'2 million vs. 1.44 mill

• Compared to its 2,,‘l Quarter Average, “Politically Incorrect’s” weekly delivery jumped up 13% in 
Total Viewers (3.00 million vs. 2.66 million), up 20% among Adults 18-49 (1.64 million vs. 1.37 
million) and up 19% among Adults 25-54 (1.72 million vs. 1.44 million).

Highlights in the Live Metered Markets:
ABC's “Politically Incorrect” averaged a 3.4 rating, 10 share in the 32 overnight markets where the 
program airs live, up 6% from the prior week’s average (3.2/9).
• In 3 markets, “Politically Incorrect” ranked as the No. 1 late-night program in its time period, 

including Philadelphia (4.0/11), Atlanta (4.7/13) and Charlotte (4.5/16). In fact, “Politically 
Incorrect” has been the No. 1 late-night program for 10 consecutive weeks in Philadelphia and No. 
1 for 3 consecutive weeks in Atlanta.
• In Charlotte (4.5/16), “Politically Incorrect” matched its highest ratings of the season.

• In 8 markets, “P.I.” earned the No. 2 position in its time period, including New York, Detroit, 
Cleveland. Sacramento, Portland, San Diego, Raleigh-Durham and Norfolk.
• In New York (4.2/11), “P.I.” scored its highest ratings of the season.

Top 10 Markets
Compared to its May 1999 delivery, “Politically Incorrect” is up in 5 of the 7 Top 10 markets where 
the program airs live: New York +14% (4.2 vs. 3.7), Los Angeles +35% (3.1 vs. 2.3). San Francisco 
+21% (2.3 vs. 1.9), Detroit +27% (5.2 vs. 4.1) and Atlanta +2% (4.7 vs. 4.6). 
Source: NTI. week of 5/1/00, or as dated. 2” OuaHcr avcragc=.V27-'1/30/(M>. NSI. Metered Markets 5/1-5/5/00.

ABC Media Relations: Jeff Lindsey (310) 557-6977
Susan Sewell (212) 456-1508

- - ABC -- -

Week oj April May I, 2000

With Episodes Originating Inside the Walls of Maricopa County Jail 
“Politically Incorrect” Tallies its Best Week of the Year 2000, 

Showing Strong Increases Over its 2nd Quarter Average

In New York, “P.I.” Scores its Highest Weekly Ratings of the Season

In Philadelphia, “Politically Incorrect”
Reigns as the No. 1 Late Night Program for 10 Weeks in a Row

National Ratings:
ABC’s late-night series, “Politically Incorrect with Bill Maher," delivered an average audience of 3.00 
million viewers for the week of May 1, 2000, according to Nielsen Media Research. “P.I." had an 
average audience of 1.64 million Adults 18-49 and 1.72 million Adults 25-54. With a week of shows 
broadcast from inside Maricopa County Jail in Arizona, “Politically Incorrect” saw its national 
delivery soar.

• “P.I.” notched its best weekly results in 18 weeks among Viewers, Adults 18-49 and Adults 25-54 -
since the week of December 27, 1999.

A
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WINNER OF CableACE AWARDS’
"BEST TALK SHOW SERIES" Three Years in a Row 

"BEST ENTERTAINMENT HOST" Bill Maher

Sen. Orrin Hatch 
Jay Leno
Michael Korda 
Janeane Garofalo 
Stephen Jay Gould 
Clive Barker 
Alan Dershowitz 
Dcepak Chopra 
Roshumba 
Dr. Andrew Weil 
Marilyn Manson 
Arianna Huffington 
Kathy Ireland
Charlton Heston 
Halle Berry
Ray Manzarek 
Lynn Redgrave 
Larry Flynt
John Frankcnhcimcr 
Erica Jong

Michael Douglas
Rev. Jerry Falwell
Kathleen Turner
Joan Rivers
Lisa Loeb
Oliver North
John Malkovich
Carol Alt
Gov. Frank Keating
Cindy Crawford
Roseanne
Ben Affleck
Dana Carvey
Russell Simmons
Peri Gilpin
Coolio
Shawn Colvin
Rep. Joe Scarborough
Elie McPherson
Pamela Anderson Lee

£ Gov. Christie Todd Whitman Seth Green 
Al Franken
Jerry Seinfeld
Gay Talese
Sam Donaldson 
Tim Allen
Rep. Jack Kingston

S Michael Moore 
« Camille Paglia 
„■ Garry Shandling

Alec Baldwin o»
Anne Rice

« John Waters

Robert Kennedy, Jr. 
George Stephanopoulos
Mercedes Ruehl
Ralph Nader
Illeana Douglas
Simon LeBon
Roger Daltrey
Naomi Judd
Veronica Webb
John Irving
Don Henley
Marlin Short
William Shatncr
Dee Dee Myers 
Cornel West
Mark Hamill
Stanley Crouch
Rep. Matt Salmon 
Gov. William Weld 
Master P
Frances Fisher
Dr. Wayne Dyer 
Tony Danza
Oliver Stone
Christiane Amanpour
Pierre Salinger 
Morley Safer

3
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