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the husiness feaders. 190 we not have the figit to taink of aor awn
seaeutity? We notouly have the right but the duty (or everyone's
sake, bevause il 3 counrry like Russia feels threatened, this swauld
destatnhize the siwuation in Europe and the entire world '

Puun. whn speat live years m Last Gernnany as 3 KGB
spy an the Cold \WVar climax of ihe: 1950¢. s visining this recently
eswored Crerman capital (or ihe Biest tine ax i statesiman, s
emphasit an security issoes harked back to the ers al superpower
tensions, a3 lie also used his meenhngs here 10 ieiterate npposinur 10
Washingion's propasal to burld a national missile defense system

“I'his could set in motion i very dangerous spivad of the
wy race,”” Putin sard ol the LS. project, wiich would eequire
chauges W the 1972 Antiballisric Missile I'reaty.

Furope faces tillle nisk of all«aut war at the moment,
Putin sncd. Bt he warned aginnst cmmphikcency annd what he sces
wa J theeat to Eanropew security tram the 1S antinnssile project.
Cermany and ciber NATO ullies on also have expressed
rescrvations about 1he proposcd shield againat imssiles and the
wisdomn of” weakening the acms coniral treaty.

The new Kremlin leader, elected in March, had been
eapecied © push lur more Genman investment in Russia and
furgivensss al a porting of Moscow's $19-hillion debt. Germany
holds neusly half of Russia’s $43-billion farcign dehi. and of ficials
here smd earlier this week that they had been informed Petin would
scek a postponemiaal, if nota full writc.olF, af more than $8 hillion
n payinents.

Gurnnany is afso Russia’ st niponant European
wading pastner. with 3224 miltion in dir=ct ivestment in the (vemer
supeerpawer last yeuar. Bue Germa n of ficals miade clear nn the cve
of Putin’s vinit that debt forgivencss waxnutin the picture.

Putin’s two.day visit here lus been overshadowed by
accusutions bath in Eurape and in Moscow that the Tuesday arvest
af billionaire media entrcprercur Viadinur A, Gusinsky shows it
the Krembin is resorung o repressive tacties 1o shile discent,
Gusinsky's mmedia empirc, which includes the independent N1V
netwnik, has been highly crirical of Putin’s wir against the
separantist republic of Chechnya,

At 3 Council of Europe conlerence nn mass
conimunications held in Krakow, Poland, un Thursday, the gruap’s
scoretary-pencral criticized the arrest of Gusinsky ““without
conerete charpes” and said it would be intalesable if the maveas
teiuted to his media enterpriscs.

*“I'he arrest of the owner ol the only priviste elevision m
Russia s 3 nmalter of coneerny'” said the official. Walter Schwiminey

German Fareign Minister Joschkis Fischer ad his
Russian countaipurt. Igor L. Ivanov, had an “‘exhausnve tace-rn-
tace talk’" Juring which Gusinsky’ s asrest and concerns about media
fieedom were addiessed, 1 Germiats goveriunient spoke.sman sind.
Ny details were given.,

From his jinl cell in Mascow, Gusinsky issued a
handwrincn statement accusing the Kremtio of “polincil inrrigue
organized by seniur represcatatves of tlhe staie for whom the
fieedom of speech is 8 danger.”

Putin. who carlier had eapressed surprise about tlu:
arest, said Thusxday that he considered the detention *‘excessive.””
Like his predecessor in the Kremlin, Ronis N, Yelisin,
often <ought to distance lnmscll (rom repressive tehavi
or judicial forces by denying that they acted un arders.

German chancellor, as well as with anather givup of ceononn
leaders, before retuming (0 Moscow.

Europe. Phitippines Cliush Over How to End Hostage Crisis
By Carol J, Williamis
{.0s Angeles Times

BLEILIN For more than a week now. there have heen no
tresh pictures ol the 24 hostages un the Philippine island of Jola
nat smee 11 Furopean journalists bribed rliesr way into the caplors’
eucampinent and were tarced to pay $25.000 morc to rausom
thetuselves out,

Bul the ward reaching diplomass und infermediarics
trying 10 jesolve the acarly 2-mnnth-old sandol s that the eaptives
continue W discover new depths of despair with cach passing d:y.
trapped in g hellish tug of war between boredom snd tereor,

Twa of the caprives, Renate Widierr of Germany und
Stephune Loisy of France, luive tallen ineo “very senous

ig) ooB

comdition,” the Abu Suyyat reliets holding the hustages mivemed
Plnlippine authoriues Thursday. urging swilt resumplion ol
nzgolanons on thewr demand (e $20 nillion Corihe captives”
release.

Nerves have (rayed al around in the crisis (it bepiin
when (he heavily armed Ishwnie msurgens hdnapped Wallert,
hustand Werner and son Mare: 10 Malaysians; twa French, two
Finns: two Sourh Afrrcans; a Filipina. :ukd a [ebane.se eurly Ruser
Sunday Fram a remate Maliysian resortisland, The hnstiges vere
sinugitled hy boat into the wilds of the southiern Plilippines
auemilli stronghold.

The uppeal hy Abu Sayyaf for new tulks after a fur-day
“eoahing-olt peviod ' imposed Munday by the Philippine
govinament may b a sign that Manila's pasture of panenve amd
vaution huas worked 1o pur the onus nn the ebels ke break the
Mutracted impasse.

Or, as governausnt of ficials fram the Uhilippines and
canrnes such as Germany working diligeauly (or reicase of the
caplives. the latest msive may he yet anoter Alicker of hupe that
will he cruelly extingmshed.

“We nust accept the reality that this isn't going 1o be
resolved quickly.” Ronaklo Zamory, an adviser w Philippine
Presidem Juseph Esuada, rold jnuenalists m Manila, the Philippac
capttal, atter the rebets' lates{ contact.

NDunng :his weuk's pause (or reflection. Genman Foreisit
Minister Juschka f¥1scher consulied witlt lus counterputs fron
France and Finkud 10 work ou! a1 comman positon among the
Eurepean gavernments involved to presen iu the Philippine
government. The three agreed, according to a German Foreipn
Minisoy commumicstnn, that the hostages' safety s parumount urd
thai no actions be undertaken that could expuse them to danger

That message wus A reaction o a commment Just week
[som the Philippines’ frusirated chief negottaior, Rahest
Aventajudu, wha said 3 commando raid to free the hostages was
Nuw an opuon. -

The Lunipean diplomats also have had harsh wordds tor
Journalists, along with appeals Tor then Lo stop compliciting the
{uagle negonations by inserting themselves e a situmion beyond
any government's conlral

Reterming o an incident carlier this tnonih in which |1
journalists nine ot them Germuns were themselves held caprive
during o visit to Jolo until colteagues enhliled together $25,000 10
free them, the fureign ministers beseeched media to keep their
distance anitio show ““responsibility i consideratian lor the
hostages. "

‘The German news reparts fram the camp capticed the
despondency af the hostages, many stilt weaning the sunme cluthes
they ware when ihey were <erzed cight weeks aguaind deprived off
deceent fand, enouph water and unything 1o reiad aside from reteel
propaganda.

Only about vne-famth ol the food, wilter and mediciog
Jelivered by hunsanitarizm intermeihiines acrually tcaches e
hostager, §7-year old Wallert told Germany s Der Spiegel
magazine during the visit. The husuges have siice been separased
nto two groups und maved from a reed hut to an open camp
elsewhere on Ihe sland, Cierman guvernment ofticitls in Berlia
have been told.

**We are evermore uncenain it well ever gut out of
here.”" u nearly hysterical Walient. wha suffers fromn a cirenlation
disurder that makes it difticult for lier 10 waik. told the magazine.
**We are dying here, and there's notling you can do.™

s Ronaniu Stuggles, President's Popularity Fades
y David llalley
Los Augeles Thines

UBUCHARES'Y. Romania Tn the slow dance nf post-
Cold War NATO ¢nlargement, Rumania was one of the emer
Sovict bloc cauntnies most strongly dusicing te waltz nght in. Su
whaon it was rejected Tur tast year's tirst witve of expansion, many
Ronvunans feh spurned.

‘Then. night after the disappointment ol watching othe
once-Cummunist states juin the alliance tiest, NATO launched
wrstrikes an Yugashivia and Rumania was supposed to applaud.

President Frnil Constimtinescu did, But ihe Romanian
public Jdtd not.

‘The reverberations still ccha loday, with Conswntinescu.
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nnee Rutnama’s strongest advoeate of demiwracy and clise
velations with the Wesi, now (acing, probable vuseer pastly becatise
of Ins tirm backing for NATO.

"The penple’s reaction was, *Why should we support the
nncs who don'twanr us? ¥ Eugen Vasitiu, g semador Irvg: the culing
caalinon, sand in expluning Constintinescu's luss of papularity
*“I'hat was the tnoment o! his fall. The peaple think with their heint
rather tnan then annd.**

Constntineszu's stroag pro-NATO stance boosied
Ramania’s standing with the West and fielped it get talks lawched
on joing the Liuropean Uton. Bat puhlic reviisiun at NATO"
bomhing ol Yugoslavia, comiing nn top ol widesjuead duger nver
falitng standards of living, has undecut Constantinescu’s domesie
suppon s severely that, according to polls and snalysts. he s likely
o lose e election later ths year.

Oppositiom Icader and former Presidem lon Thieacu o
onetiine assuciate ot Comnmunist icader Niculue Ceausesen who
hriske with the dictator before his overthrow his drawn about 45
pareiznt support inrecent polls, comparcd 1o I8 percent tu 2U
pereent tor the president.

Many here believe this nieans a likely 1eturn tn power by
thescu, who cmerged from the blaady 1989 revolution o hiud
Romania unhil iy defea by Constantineser m 1996, Some fear that
all this comld mark a major sciback for the sdvance ol democracy
and frecamarket econorues in this region,

*For six years Gilter the ovenlirow of comniunsm).
Romamuns wanted for a miracle, and when Constanuneaen came,
we. thought it was the nuracle. Tut na iruracle lippened,”™ sand lon
Costow, dwectos of the duly AZI newspaper

Bulgaria and Slovakia, two ulier farmer Soviet bloc
stutes that have been invited into the **second ter'' of Eurapean
Union cundidates along with Romania, are sumlarly sirugglhing ina
difficult transirion to democracy and free mackels o decade afrer
communisin’s fall.

The three countraes now have nlti-party poliogal
systeaws and feisty nwdia. and are mwoving 1owird Western-siyle
ccononies. But their ccononue sirength and the matunity of ther
deinocranc institutions lag far behind Hungary, Poland und the
Czech Republic. which as the theee most suceessiul farmer Soviet
hlne states swe tap applicants tar the European Union.

Here in Romania, the high hopes for cconomic growth
and acceplance into the mainsiream nf Lunyk atter the election of
Consrantinesett have heen hrutally dashed

Curruption and abuse of pawer are serious prublems in
virtually ill Formier Sovier bloe states. Slovakia, (ormed 1 the 199)
hicakup nf Czechaslovakia, had its hopes for jotning the European
matn.stream hit especiully hard by these issues. although the inose
diplomancilly damaging alleganons there have sevaived wound
former Prine Minister Viadimir Meciar.

LIaul the awthoritanian Meviar lost power 1wo years ago.
NATO and the Europcian Uninn refused 10 even consider granting
membership 10 Slovakia,

‘The cmvent government of Prime Minisier Mikulas
Dounnds has gencrally won high diplomatic marks trom the
Fuopean Union for its conmitment lo deinseracy, Liut Meciar
remains very much in the piciure as leader of Slavakia's oppasitun

In wmove widcly seen a5 aimed at blocking Mecidr's
pussible retuim 10 power, the guvernment scnr musked commaindos
nto his home last monrh to arrest him on charges of fraud and
abuse ol power ifuring his six years as peane minister. He was
rcleased in o lew hours after paying a $250 fine for finling
wnswer a summons o tesify i the 1995 kidnapping of forme
President Michal Kovac's son.

Authorities said Meciar was arrested foe wllegedly
paying illcgal bonuses worth $:414.000 1o his Cabinct isinistess
while in office. But nxiny commentitors s3id the main pumnse of
the spectacular 1aid was v pursue a suspected link between Mccie
and the kidnapping. which is witdcly believed in Slovakia o have
heen an cffurt by the goverament's intelligenue: scrvice to cuibarrass
Kavac, u Meciur rival.

It 1% not yet clear whether the current guvernment's arrest
of Meciar has huet him politiczally or if it imight rebound in his favor
hy arousing resentment agiunst the strong-arm Lctics That were
useed. Bursuch goings-on hunt Slovakia's efforts 0 be seen as o
normal Buropean demoaiacy.

Slovakia i also facing cconomic havdships. A Fiscal
austerily progwm hac tnggered soanng unemployment. now at

e vwei

ubout 20 percent. The cconamy his sluwed finin a song pace in
the Mecvir years o 4.4 percent grawth i (998 and 1Y pereent in
1999 Prugress remains slow in the peivitization of stie industry.

Rulgaria. meanwlule, recorded 2.5 percent growth Lt
year alter 3.5 pereent i 1198, marking recovery from a severe 7
percent deeline n 1997, Led hy President Petar Stoyanov.
Rulgaria’y government also hacked NATO's bumhing campign.
despite strong public misgivings.

Bulgaria made some progress in privanzation in 1999
Bur controversy enipied st month over allegations tha Prisne
Minisier Ivau Kostov had cavered up intelligence reports abour
Comuptun amuong scniar of ficials. He rejecied the opposiion’s
deinand st he quit

The Rurmanian goveramment hurt itsell polineally under
Canstinhneseu by teying 1o push farward nuuaket- nneniad refonns,
meluding privatization of state mdustrias, yet Coling W be finn
chough aganst npposition Irom roups siwh as angry coal muners,
many analysts say.

“The reform ... bepan slowly and with a tot of fear,™”
Vasilin sind.

llicseu's likely victory in Novemher “will be an
unbeurably big problesn’ fur Romsania, predicted Cornnl Nistarescu,
elitor tn chiel of Eveaimentul Ziler, a icading Romanian
newspupet. “He repiesents ilic penod when in Romnunia there
didn’t exist ihe will tor strong retorm, *

. Many olTicials within the Eanopean Union and NATO
view Jhicsen primacly “as u former Comminnist.” Nistoresvu added
A1 the lirst wrong mave, Rotnania will be put un standdy agam.*”

The AZI newspaper's Cristoiu, however, argued that the
nnpact oo an iescu victory would not he su seveie snd thal the
ceater-rigtht partics now holding power might reforin thomselves in
3 heaithy way it they are faiced infa opposifian for a few years.

I think this thests thae lliescu's retorn (o power would
mean something like 1solating Romania frum the European Union
and NATO s something the (ruling) power is using to help them in
the elections.” Cristoi sad, "“Whoever wins the clectiun,
Roamama's policy will continwe 1o he pro-Western ™

Pupe's Persistent Calls (or Merey My Be Turming Vuint far
Church

By Richard Julin Neahous

Speiul to the Los Augceles Times

Now we'll probably never know if Mchriet Ali Agea
acied on his own when he sutempted to assassinaic Pupe Juhn Paul
11. av whether he was an agent of the then-convnunise secret police
of Bulgaia, acing on belialt of the Sovier Umon. Yet. ax we shall
see. that iy hardly (ke mast importint quesnon raised.

Apcd has given cnntlicting acizounts of the May 13,
1981, atack. and. as the ltalian peosceutor smd. *"You can't kecp
people in prison just tomake thenn 1alk."* Alter <crving 19 years of
his life scutence, Aged has been pardoned hy Tialisn Presidens
Carlo Azeglio Ciampi and will now be returned to Tirkey (o
comupfete 9 1/2 years ol ajail sentence Lor Killing a newspaper
ediror there, Agea, 12, might preter his Ttalian jail to the unc trom
whicht he escaped in Turkey, hul everyone clsc seems pleased
enouph with the pardon.

(Clearly ihe deciton has ihe upproval of the pope. In
1983, Snhn Paul visited Apc., and ane remembers the widely
puhlicized picture of the twn of them siating in Agea’s cell, lookmg
as though the pope were heanng his contession. Alerwunrd, the
pupe saicl he had Turgiven hin, but ol course we knnw nothing of
whiu was <aid betweern them.

The pope’s forgivencss and approval nf the pardon 1it
into 4 lony scries of incidents in which he has beenrying o 1cach
the warkd about the meunmy of merey. It scems thar hardly a week
goes by withoul the pope pleading for clemency which 15 but
wnather ward lor merey tur a condenined criminal in the United
States ur clsewhers.

In his 1993 encyclical. "Evangelimn Vitae™ (the pospe!
of life), John Paul catne out stongly against capatal punishment,
contending that in modern syseenis of crinunal jusiice it is rarely, of
ever, needud (o protect sowiely. While Apca was not condeiined
dcath. his pardon inevitubly riuaes the quesiion of the staus of
punishment in Citholic thouglv

Muny Catholies and othert who greatly adinuse this pupe
are not, of nol yct, convinced by his position on capual punishment
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Pentagon comes under attack
for not having China center

Facility was to study Beijing’s military and plans for attack

Bz Bill Gertz
T

WASHING TON TIMES

Congress has criticized the De-
fense Department for failing to
move quickly in setting up a spe-
cial center to study the Chinese
military.

A House committee report on
the current defense authorization
bill says *“the committee is con-
cerned that the Department of De-
fense has not placed sufficient pri-
ority on ensuring that the center
can carry out its mandate.”

“The committee is especially
concerned that the department
has not identified a source of fund-
ing for the center to allow it to pro-
ceed with hiring a permanent di-
rector and implementing the
research, conference, and other
acuvities for which the center was
established,” the report says.

A Senate aide who specializes in
China affairs said the Pentagon ap-
pears to be subverting Congress’
original intention for the center by
turning it into a part of its military
diplomacy with China.

The aide, who spoke on the con-
dition of anonymnity, said the Cen-
ter for the Study of Chinese Mili-
tary Affairs should not become a
*schmooze” center for U.S.-Chi-

nese military exchanges. “That's

contrary to everyone's intent for
establishing this center,” he said.
“The idea [for the center] is to de-
vote people full time to what we
view as a rising Chinese military
power and potentially threatening
military developments.”

The Pentagon announced in
March it had established the new

center but missed a June 1 dead-
line for appointing a permanent di-
rector. Federal law requires the
center to be set up by June 2001.

As a result of differences with
the administration, Congress has
refused to fund the center in the
current defense bills now working
their way through the House and
Senate.

However, to keep the center go-
ing, the U.S. Pacific Command has
agreed to provide some $20,000 for
a conference, officials said. The
funding has raised concerns
among congressional aides that
the administration is not following
Congress' wishes.

Congress required the center to
be established by the Pentagon un-
der last year’s defense author-
ization law. One goal, according to
committee reports, was to study
China’s “growing military power”
and its strategy toward the United
States.

In a slap at US. intelligence, the
report says that “currently the De-
partment of Defense lacks an orga-
nization whose primary mission is

' to provide comprehensive analysis

and promote a broader under-
standing of Chinese military af-
fairs and strategy.”

The Pentagon announced in
March it was creating the center,
but failed to meet a June 1 deadline
for having a permanent director in
place and a detailed plan. )

A National Defense University
(NDU) official involved in setting
up the center said the naming of
Ronald Montaperto, an NDU Chi-
na specialist viewed within the

Pentagon as a soft-liner on China,
had met the June 1 deadline.

Other defense and congres-
sional officials said the current
NDU outline for the center does
not fit with the legislative require-
ments. Instead of focusing on the
People's Liberation Army, the cen-
ter will focus on economic issues
and other nonmilitary topics and is
being transformed into the Penta-
gon's military exchange program
with China, they said.

Several congressmen said the
exchanges are being used by China
to gather intelligence and to influ-
ence US. military policies toward
China with the goal of making it
easier to gain military technology.

Tom Donnelly, a former House
Armed Services Committee staff
member, said the center has been
caught in the politics of U.S. China *
policy. “The administration is try-
ing its best to ignore it,” Mr. Don-
nelly said. :

Mr. Montaperto's involvement
also is controversial, he said. “It
would be a mistake to name a guy
with the political baggage that he
brings to the job, whether it's a
conservative or a panda hugger”
— the term used to describe pro-
China analysts, he said.

To be useful over the long term,
the center needs to become a non-
controversial source for informa-
tion on the Chinese military.

The Joint Staff, in particular, is
said to be upset with the center and
its parent group, the Institute for
National Security Studies, for fail-
ing to provide support to the U.S.
military. )

The Washington Times
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