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Mr.

The Honorable Janet Reno 
U.S. Attorney General 
U.S. Department of Justice 
950 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 20530

Congress ot tije Bniteti £>tate$ 
ot &epve£inrtatibe£ 

maSljmgton. 20515-1302

313 cannon building 
Washington, oc 20515-1301 

12021 225-0773

17926 SOUTH HAL5TED 
HOMEWOOD. IL 60430 

(708) 796-6000

inmate Gary Graham. While legal papers will be filed in the United States Supreme 
Court seeking a stay of execution and other relief, Mr. Graham is still scheduled to be 

executed_tQiriorrow in Texas.

As you well know, Mr. Graham has been on death row for 19 years, convicted on the

implemented in Texas. Therefore, we also request that the Justice Department 
immediately commence an investigation of state practices in Texas. In 1993, the

Moreover, the police department's own ballistics tests determined that Graham's gun, 
which allegedly linked him to the crime, was not used in the murder. In fact, not a

  

JESSE L. JACKSON. JR.
20 DiSHUCT. KunOIS

certiorari to challenge the arbitrary application of the AntiTerrorism and Effective Death 
Penalty Act of 1996, which procedurally bars his federal habeas corpus petition.

Graham's case underscores the inaccuracies of the capital punishment as

COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS

SUBCOMMITTEES:

LABOH-HeALTW AND 
Human SERvices-EoucATioN

FOHEIGN Opeh.'TIons, Export Financing

testimony of a single eyewitness with a poor view of the crime. The witness, however, 
is directly contradicted by additional eyewitnesses who have never been heard in court. 
Moreover, the police department's own ballistics tests determined that Graham s gun, 
which allegedly linked him to the crime, was not used in the murder. In fact, not a 
single shred of physical evidence has linked Mr. Graham to the crime. Nonetheless, on 
May 1, 2000, the Supreme Court refusedI to grant Mr• petiaon for a wnt of ..

NAACP Legal Defense Fund, on behalf of Gary Graham, filed a civil rights complaint with 

the Department of Justice that claimed:

* The state of Texas lacks an adequate legal representation system for 
persons charged with capital crimes. The state does not have a public 
defender system and instead utilizes a court-appointed attorney system 
that has been called into question because of cronyism and the paltry allocation of 

financial resources.

Dear Attorney General Reno:

10331 SOUTH HALSTED 
CHICAGO, IL SO620

(7731 23S-2100
This mailing was prepared, published, and mailed at taxpayer expense.
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Sincerely,

-------------------------*
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Charles B. Rangel 
Member of Congress

Sheila J4c'
Member /f j

ion Lee 
ongress

* The Texas Board of Pardons and Parole lacks constitutional safeguards. In fact, 
former members of the Board have acknowledged that innocent people may have been 
executed because of the Board's failure to properly consider clemency petitions.

Jesse L. Jackson, Jr. 
Member of Congress

Eleanor Holmes Norton
Member of Cpngress

John Lewis
Member of Congress

* Blatant racial disparities exist in the administration of the death penalty in Texas. 
The U.S. Supreme Court has ruled that the state of Texas illegally offered testimony 
alleging that race could predict the future dangerousness.

Maoiine Waters
Member of Congress

Chaka Fattah
Member of Congress

Donald Payne
Member of Congress

William Clay
Member of Congress

The Department of Justice has never responded to this complaint. We strongly believe 
that this matter demands your immediate attention and trust that you will give this 
request your most careful consideration.

ames ET'"Ciybtifn 

Member of Congress
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CongressMember

Earl Hillard fC^—tCxA.
Sanfcfcd D. Bishop Qj’r .A 
Member of Congress’ \J Member of Congress
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Albert R. Wynn
Member of Congress

StfephajZie Tubbs Jones

tjsmber of Congress >

Eddie
Membi

Carrie P. Meek
Member of Congress

Vnthia McKir(ney 

ember of Congress

l^e nn i ecX T h ompson 

Member of Congress

,e>«erni!te Johnson 
<rt iCongress
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Congress
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Danny K.'■Davis
Member of Congress

f Carol^i Kilpacri'
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Donna Christian-Christensen
Member of Congress

Elijahs. Cummings
Member of Congress 
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arold Fordll 

ember of Congress

7/ »

Cong

Al

Eva M. Clayton (/

Member of Congress

Bobby Ryeh
Member of Congress

cc:

JuXa
Memb

Barbara Lee
Member of Congress

Harold
Member

Alcee Hastings ' 
Member of Congress

Corrine Brown
Member of Congress

Melvin Watt
Member of Congress

President-William Jefferson Clinton
Vice President Al Gore

m Dixon 
t of Congress

Eliot L. Engel
Member of Congress

06/21/00 
/

Juanita MillendereMcDonald
Member of Congress

Edolphus Towns
Member of Congress

rR. Owens 
li^^^wMress
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Dear Attorney General Reno:

We write to urgently request that the Department of Justice immediately file an amicus 
curiae brief in support of the original writ of habeas corpus filed by Texas death row 
inmate Gary Graham. While legal papers will be filed in the United States Supreme 
Court seeking a stay of execution and other relief, Mr. Graham is still scheduled to be 
executed tomorrow in Texas.

Mr. Graham's case underscores the inaccuracies of the capital punishment as 
implemented in Texas. Therefore, we also request that the Justice Department 
immediately commence an investigation of state practices in Texas. In 1993, the 
NAACP Legal Defense Fund, on behalf of Gary Graham, filed a civil rights complaint with 
the Department of Justice that claimed: 

The Honorable Janet Reno 
U.S. Attorney General 
U.S. Department of Justice 
950 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 20530

10331 SOUTH HALSTED 
CHICAGO. IL 8O«20

(773) 238-2100
This mailing was prepared, published, and mailed ax taxpayer expense.

Congress of tfje Bniteb States 
^ouse of BEpreftentatforS 

Wastjington, 2M 20515—1302

* The state of Texas lacks an adequate legal representation system for 
persons charged with capital crimes. The state does not have a public 
defender system and instead utilizes a court-appointed attorney system 
that has been called into question because of cronyism and the paltry allocation of 
financial resources.

313 CANNON BUIlOiNG 
WASHINGTON. DC 20615-1302 

(202) 225-0773

JESSE L. JACKSON, JR. 
zo Dhthiict. Illinois

17920 SOUTH HALSTED 
HOMEWOOD. IL 60430 

(708) 798-6000

SUBCOMMITTEES:

Labor-Health and 
Human Services-Eoucation

Foreign Operations, Export Financing 
ano Related Phoqhamb

As you well know, Mr. Graham has been on death row for 19 years, convicted on the 
testimony of a single eyewitness with a poor view of the crime. The witness, however, 
is directly contradicted by additional eyewitnesses who have never been heard in court. 
Moreover, the police department's own ballistics tests determined that Graham's gun, 
which allegedly linked him to the crime, was not used in the murder. In fact, not a 
single shred of physical evidence has linked Mr. Graham to the crime. Nonetheless, on 
May 1, 2000, the Supremfe Court refused to grant Mr. Graham's petition for a writ of 
certiorari to challenge the arbitrary application of the AntHerrorism and Effective Death 
Penalty Act of 1995, which procedurally bars his federal habeas corpus petition. 

t
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Sincerely,

(

z

n rt-n a T PfivrtADonald Payne
Member of Congress

Chaka Fattah
Member of Congress

^6on Lee
ongress

* The Texas Board of Pardons and Parole lacks constitutional safeguards. In fact, 
former members of the Board have acknowledged that innocent people may have been 
executed because of the Board's failure to properly consider clemency petitions.

The Department of Justice has never responded to this complaint. We strongly believe 
that this matter demands your immediate attention and trust that you will give this 
request your most careful consideration.

John Lewis
Member of Congress

Charles B. Rangel
Member of Congress

William Clay
Member of ..Congress

Eleanor Holmes Norton
Member of Congress

Maxine Waters 
Member of Congress

Jesse .L. Jackson, Jr. 
Member of Congress

Sheila lie
Member Xf J

* Blatant racial disparities exist in the administration of the death penalty in Texas. 
The U.S. Supreme Court has ruled that the state of Texas illegally offered testimony 
alleging that race could predict the future dangerousness.

ames EV-Clybiirn 
[ember of Congress
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Danny K. Mavis

Donna Christian-Christensen
Member of Congress

s£epha/ie Tubbs Jo: 
J^&mber of Congress

Carrie P. Meek
Member of Congress

Carolyn Kilpatri 
Meiutyr of Congre,

Albert R. Wynn
Member of Congress

_________ Thomps^^^^

Member of Congress

ex-Bern^ce Johnson 
ek—ar Congress

Vnthia McKinney' 
'ember of Congress

fee Johnson 
Congress

Danny 
Member of Congress

Eddie,
Membt

 
Elija^rE. Cummings
Member of Congress

/mlia Carson
Member aT Congress
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Eva M. Clayton \j
Member of Congress

Bobby Ryeh
Member of Congress

cc; ‘

JiASi
Memb

Barbara Lee
Member of Congress

Alcee Hastings * 
Member of Congress

m Dixon 
t of Congress

Melvin Watt
Member of Congress

Juanita Millender-McDonald
Member of.Congress

Eliot L. Engel
Member of Congress

Presi'dent-William Jefferson Clinton
Vice President Al Gore

Edolphus Toxins
Member of Congress

Corrine Brown
Member of Congress

Harold E. Fordll
Member of Congress
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Dear President Clinton,

With every good wish and continued admiration. I remain your friend.

.Carroll O'Connor

------------------- ---

An Equal Opportunity' University

You couldn't make a better choice for the Medal of Freedom than Jim Burke, 

presently head of the Partnership for a Drug Free America. His fine work is of the 

highest importance to the safety and well being of our country. It has been for me an 

honor and pleasure to work with him.

I talked with Hillary a few weeks ago in Beverly Hills and. as a native New 

Yorker, plan to work with her in the fall. For now, I'm teaching movie writing at this 

University. I see our friend Baucus now and then.

To

ex'.

f 1I M i School of Fine Arts 
The University of Montana 

Missoula, Montana 59812-1220

(406) 243-4970 
FAX: (406)243-5726

co o_ CA-tx
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end hoping 
for a good 
grade on his 
project.
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an Cancer
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apters and 
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neetings 
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, couples 
. outreach

agreed. Jeremi­
ah then pre­
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own copies, to 
share with fu-

s or more 
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By Sue Meade
Marietta Daily Juuniul Staff Writer

After viewing the 
video in Wheeler's 
mass media room, 
both men broke 
out in applause.

me Fair- 
the Web 
nhersand-

Hunt's 
medals help 
tell the sto­
ries of his 
World War II 
experi­
ences.

hen Jeremiah Adams, a 16-year-old sophomore at
Wheeler High School, had to write a research paper on
World War II, he was not exactly excited.

'•I'm not much of a writer. But I read seven books and
watched seven movies on World War II,'' Jeremiah said. Still,
the paper seemed too full of dry dates and statistics.

Then inspiration hit. Jeremiah decided to use his skills as
an aspiring videographer to produce a 22-minute video in­
terview, starring local veterans Clarence Hunt and Harold
Davis. His extra credit efforts for Gerri Hajduk's world histo­
ry class turned into extraordinary understanding.

“I do a lot of filming on the side. When this assignment 
came up, I thought. I can do better than this." Jeremiah said.
His excitement at first was in his mass media skills — editing Wheeler High School sophomore Jeremiah Adams, 16, and senior Bree 

Darden, 18, look over scrapbooks with World War 11 veterans Harold Davis 
and Clarence Hunt, both of Marietta.

and William
Adams, wifi wait out this Memo-
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Wheeler student tells tales of World 
War II veterans with new perspective

day. June
n. to mid­
ion to 6 
t in Kenne-

said.
There was a time Davis was not willing orablc to discuss

his tour of duty fighting on the front lines.
"For 25 years I wouldn't talk to my family, nobody. Finally

I went to a reunion of my company in 1975 in Oklahoma and
we sat there for five days and talked and that broke it loose."
Davis said.

Davis and his wife, Willie Clyde Davis, have lived in Mari­
etta since 1945. They have three children.

Davis voluntarily entered the service at 19 as a private first “He did a good 
class and retired as a master sergeant. With the 4 5th division job," they 
under Gen. George Patton. Davis saw 511 combat days in 18
months of active duty. He fought in France, Germany and
Italy.

“I wanted to be part of the action when I enlisted, and 1 
got it alright. My company was in the first wave to go into 
southern France. They got mostly wiped out. Then in the
Battle of the Bulge, I was one of only 11 men out of 204 in my ture genera- 
division that walked out," Davis said.

Davis earned the medal of honor as well as many others, Jeremiah, 
including the Purple Heart for a taking a bullet in his left leg. son of Karen

Jeremiah and his crew were impressed and moved by the
vivid first-hand stories ahont blowing tin German nill boxes

"It affected me physically and mentally both. It's some­
thing you can't get away from. It's always with you," Davis 
said. He kept his sanity in post-war life iris work as a police 
officer.

Davis >> in the \ FW 2681 on Powers Ferry Hoad and en­
joy s givi:’.g -peeches at area schools and organizations 

A kinder gentler view of the war was supplied by Hunt
I ie and his late wife. Irene Brand Hunt, raised their children. 
Revonda and Brand, in Marietta since 1946. Hunt is retired 
from the Veteran's Administration and still works as a part 
time barber.

Hunt was drafted in 1942. After completing his basic 
training in Texas, he spent his 27-month tour in Italy as a T-5 
Technical Corporal in the 1 l08dl Combat Engineer group. 
He was a driver and a barber.

He said participating in this video project stirred up old 
memories

"For a flash or two. it'll still make you feel sad. but you go 
on. because it is the past and you have to keep it there.” 
Hunt said

Hunt's favorite story was the morning he came close to 
running over Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower, w ho was out for a 
morning walk.

”1 thought oh no. that was Gen. Eisenhower! It 1 J have 
hit and killed him. there wouldn't have been a D-Day. no

June 6!” Hunt said.

ai'y-

in real footage of World War II to spice up the interview. 
"Then as I was doing it. all the things I had read about ac­

tually came to life with these guys. Il brings it ail closer to 
heart when you actually talk to these men. It makes me real- 

ize how emotional it must 
have been, it makes me 

it to thank them for 
Ming in this war and 
ipingstop what was 
ch a sickness." lere- 
liah said

Jeremiah acted as 
he technical director 
and producer, with 
help from friends 
sophomore James
Pickwick al the cam­
era and senior Bree 
Darden conducting 
the interview.

Il was really in- 
1 teresting. I was so 

glad they had so 
. Both had sad stories 

to tell. Both had good stories to tell." Jeremiah
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Terri L. Mays (
Political and Specialize^

UNITED STATES MISSION TO INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 
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Dear Eric,

The mailing address here at the Mission is:

ncies
Enclosures

Feel free to contact me should you need additional information or have further 
questions. I can be reached here at the Mission at (41-22) 749-4624.

Please be assured that I will personally deliver the signed parchment to Ms. 
Barbara Lochon, Protocol, ILO, here in Geneva. During my coordination with Ms. 
Lochon over the past year, she plans to bind the piece of parchment into the book to 
be included with other Heads of State who have visited the ILO and signed the book.

Per our previous conversations and e-mails, enclosed are background papers 
regarding the International Labor Organization's (ILO) request that President Clinton 
sign the enclosed piece of parchment to be included in the Golden Book of Peace 
which he was unable to sign at last year's International Labor Conference.

Mr. Eric W. Woodard 
Office of the First Lady 
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 20502

(Geneva street address)
Ms. Terri Mays
U.S. Mission
11 route de Pregny
1 292 Geneva 
Switzerland

(State Department pouch)
Ms. Terri Mays
U.S. Mission
5120 Geneva Place
Washington, D.C. 20521-5120

Terri L. Mays (
Political and Specialize^

UNITED STATES MISSION TO INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 

GENEVA, SWITZERLAND 

May 15, 2000

Sincerely,

C

■ • " id^Agi



March 26, 2000

Background Paper for the President:

Last June when you spoke at the International Labor Conference you were 
unable to sign the "Golden Book of Peace" due to logistical problems. The 
International Labor Organization would greatly appreciate your signature on 
the enclosed parchment so they can bind it into the book along with the 
signatures of other Heads of State.

UNITED STATES MISSION TO INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS

GENEVA, SWITZERLAND

Terri L. Mays k J
Political and Specialized Agencies
U.S. Mission
Geneva, Switzerland

w


