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June 7, 2000

The Honorable Bill Clinton
President of the United States
White House

Washington, DC e

Dear Mr. President:

As the Democrats prepare to convene in Los Angeles, it appears that there will be
massive protests, including nonviolent civil disobedience against crises such as the
growing gap berween rich and poor.

Many of these protests will be aimed at your own legacy of establishing a global trade
framework under mechanisms such as the World Trade Organization and the North
American Free Trade Agreement.

Without re-arguing whether these trade initiatives are appropriate, I am writing to note a
potential common ground which ought to be included in the Democratic Party platform.
You have spoken of “globalization with a human face” and, in Seattle after the protests
last year, you set forth the following agenda.

1. The need to recognize the right of any country to take health, safety and
environmental measures that are higher than international standards.

2. The need to go beyond “the fairly narrow band” of the trade debate and ensure that the
WTO “respects core labor standards that are essential not only to worker rights, but to
human rights”.

3. “It is imperative that the WTO become more open and accessible”, from *“opening the
hearing doors to inviting in a more formal fashion public comment on trade disputes”.

I must add that you have spoken for campaign finance reform for four years without any
meaningful results. It is the perception of many that the monied interests are the chief
beneficiaries of the new trade policies, and for that reason alone campaign finance reform
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must be a platform priority. A party which acted to “end welfare as we know it” for the
poor should now crusade to end special interest welfare as we know it. You should begin
by canceling special interest fund-raising events during the convention unless they
benefit the homeless or the working poor.

How to turn such promises into realities remains a vital question. Cosmetic reform or
oversight mechanisms, inadequate monitoring, and lack of enforcement are feared by
advocates of global justice. State legislators like myself are deeply worried that the “new
world order” rewrites the historic meaning of federalism in which states (to quote Justice
Brandeis) served as the “laboratories of reform”. Nonetheless, your rhetoric offers the
only departure point for trying to reform the new trade framework which you have
worked to establish, to make it consistent with labor and human rights standards,
environmental restoration, public health protection, and the ideal of participatory
democracy.

I am writing to propose that, along with the vice president, you initiate a process of
meeting with representatives of labor, human rights and environmental organizations to
hammer out an enforceable platform pledge to reform NAFTA, the WTO and other trade
protocols in ways consistent without our ideals of justice, accountability and democracy.

There is little doubt that your trade policies have disappointed major constituencies of the
Democratic Party, including millions of voters represented by the AFL-CIO and the
Sierra Club. The time is short to repair the damage before the November election. A
serious platform pledge might heal some of those divisions and, incidentally, give reason
for protestors in the streets to focus their direct action on objectives other than shutting
down the convention center. '

A token platform pledge would be disastrous because it would add to the existing
cynicism that fuels the demonstrators’ rage as well as potential voter apathy in the fall.

This is a large task, and perhaps an impossible one, but I am distressed at the apparent
dnft in the party’s approach in these issues as the convention approaches. You of course
are positioned to take the initiative in these matters, and I appeal to you to do so.

Sincerely,

Senator Tom Hayden
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June S, 2000

Honorable William J. Clinton
President

The White House
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

It is with a great deal of pleasure that I recommend Jim Burke, Chaiman of the
Partnership for a Drug-Free America for thc Presidential Mcdal of IFrcedom.

1 have known Jim for over SO years. We first met after we got out of the service while
attending tlarvard Business School. As a Director of Johnson & Johnson, I saw first-
hand how Jim handled the Tylenol crisis. He did the right thing as tar as thc public was
concerncd and sct a standard for other CEO’s to follow.

Jim has worked tirelessly to build the Partnership for a Drug-Free America into the great
organization it is today. He has dedicated himself full-time to fight against this awful
scourge of illegal drugs and the Partnership’s public service announcements have
certainly had an impact on loday’s youth.

tle is a great American and much descrving of this prestigious honor.

Respectfully yours,

u__—;-lf"““"n S, klt4q\/nli..1
Thomas S. Murphy
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cc. Thurgood Marshall, Jr.
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