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The Honorable Jo Ann Emerson
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Representative Emerson:

Thank you for your letter of April 10, 2000, expressing your concerns with a draft policy
statement on enhanced protection of wetlands and water resources.

Improving economic conditions in the Mississippi Delta region continues to be an
important goal of my Administration. [ am committed to two priorities in this region -- creating
additional economic development opportunities and preserving and restoring the area’s important
natural resources. To further economic development in the region, my Administration has
proposed the New Markets Initiative and the Delta Regional Authority. To ensure the
preservation of the region’s environment, we are exploring ways to reduce the risk of flood
damage to communities and protect important environmental and natural resource values
inherent to the flood plains and adjacent areas. We continue to look for ways to improve our
ability to accomplish these goalsJand,\welcome your input.

In April, a draft document entitled "Enﬁ(anced Protection of Wetlands and Water
Resources’ was made public while still undergoing interagency review. This review is still
underway. Your letter raises important issuejeeﬁeemiﬁg possible changes to the
Administration’s process,tha&@beﬁeve—weuldcomibu(ﬁmwievingnur_goals\ <« e
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[ assure you that we will consider your views very seriously as my Administration
¥ continues to-wefk to promote economic development in the Delta while protecting its natural
resources. I look forward to continuing to work with you to achieve these objectives.
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