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THE WHITE HOLUSE

WASHINGTON

May 22, 2000

Mrs. Rosalynn Carter
The Carter Center

One Copenhill

Atlanta, Georgia 30307

Dear Rosalynn:

Thank you for your letter seeking an executive
order to boost immunization rates among children
and adolescents. I have shared your letter as
well as Dr. Cook's with my health care advisor,
Chris Jennings, and asked him to respond to you
directly.

As you may know, my fiscal 2001 budget proposes
almost $1 billion for childhood immunizations,
including the Vaccines for Children program and
CDC's discretionary immunization program. My
Administration is working hard to ensure that
all our nation's children are protected against
preventable diseases, and I was glad to get your
ideas on how we can further advance this crucial
goal.

I'm glad to know that you enjoyed your time at
the White House -- I loved seeing all the kids!
Hillary and I hope to see you again soon, and
we send our best.

Sincerely,

Tria
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ROSALYNN CARTER

6 April 2000

Dear Bill,

In January 2000, the American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) wrote to you
with a suggestion to help address the low immunization rates of children in
certain segments of our society (copy enclosed). The Academy asked vou to
issue ap Executive Qrder 1o all government agencies and programs serving
“children and adolescents i instructing them to assess immunization status as
part of their enrollment process. For a number of years, the Women. Infants.
and Children Program (WIC) has done this with real success in their
population group. The result is that WIC children maintain a higher
immunization rate than the national average.

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has identified 11 areas
of special need in this country, mostly inner cities. In spite of targeted efforts
and extra expenditures by the CDC, the immunization rates in these areas
have increased only marginally. Your Executive Order combined with a
concerted, dedicated response by all appropriate federal agencies could do
more to improve these statistics and ultimately the health of America’s
children than anything attempted thus far.

Those of us working on immunization issues remember and appreciate that
you began your administration with an initiative devoted to the National
Immunization Program. Your issuance of an Executive Order now will
reinforce those projects already under way and encourage renewed
commitment. Moreover, you will grant a degree of permanence to the

immunization program that presently is missing. From a personal perspective,

you will give a tremendous boost to the work Betty Bumpers and I are doing
to see that all children enjoy full protection from preventable childhood
diseases.
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To: President Chnton New York
From: Andrew Shue May 24. 2000

First. | know my time with you in the oval uftice will have a lasting impact on me personally
Thank you far the effort you have made to forge our friendship.

As promised. here 1s the synopsis of the big 1dea we taiked about - A Community Dept.—sniall
in the beginning -- in every clementary, middle and high school 1n Amcerica.

At the tum of the last century Teddy Roosevelt was frustrated by the lack of physical
development of our natuon's youth. His use of the bully pulpit and spectfic actions led to the
“Phys Fd"” Depl. that exists in every schoonl today. Hts visioh has impacted virtually cvery one of
us growing up th America today. Iautached an article Roosevelt wrote on the subject. It reveals a
thoughtful lcader committed to shaping the whole person.

This new century calls for a new vision that will build character in a new way

\What we know?
1) Young People are at risk in s0 many ways
2) Parcnts want more help shaping their kids _
3) Schools 1s the best infrastructure to carry this out
4) Wec have to get them when they are young and keep it going.
$) We have tested this 1n 150 Schools and is @ huge success

What would a Community Dept. do?

1) Build Uty and a sense Community in the school. School-wide projects that bring the
school together. For example- a town hall meeting run by the students. Get sludents 1o
know each other- outside their cliques- build feeling ot unity

2) Administer curriculums for Community Projcct Classes. Students would be required to
do 2 one scmester Communuty Project with a team of five diverse students. Teachers
would tacilitate but the project would be student owned and created. Like an Eagle Scout
prouject they build a specific plan and get measured results. Students would carry out
such a project once in clementary school- once in middle school and once 1n high school.
This 1s so much better then mandatory Community Service- which teels more like a
prison sentence- and is not student owned or created.

3) The Department head would also be responsible for inking Parents and local businesses
and organizations to the “Student Community™ thal they have fostered.

How would a Community Dept. be formed and paid for?

1) Re-position the best guidance counselor as the Community Director. This 1s the person
most widely liked by students and teachers. It will be an honor to be choscn- a full ime
position like an Athletic Director. Then a group of tour teachers are chosen as
Community Coaches. They rcceive stipends like sports cosches. They are trained and
tcach the Communirty Project Classes. They fit these classes into their existing teaching
schedule like teachers who teach Drivers Ed or any other special classes. They will also
recrutt student leaders (Captains) from all cliques und work after school like a sports
coach to fuctlitate the school-wide efforts,

2) The total incremental cost per school would be Jess than $15,000 tor stipends and
training.

This provides a structurc for students of all uges to shape who they are by takiny action together



Theodore Rooscvelt (1858-1919). The Strenuous Lite. 1900
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CHARACTER AND SUCCESS
PUBLISUHED IN THE "OUTL.OOK.” MARCH 31, 1900

A YLAR or two ago | was speaking to a famous Yale professor. one of thc most nated
scholars in the country, and onc who is even more than a scholar, because he is in
every sense of the ward a man. We had been discussing the Yale-Harvard foot-ball
teams. and he remarked of a certain player: "1 told them not to take him, for he was
slack in his studics, and my experience is that, as a rule, the man who is slack in his
studies will be slack in his foot-ball work; it is character that counts in both."”

Bodily vigor is good, and vigor of intellect is even better, but far above both is
character. It is truc, of course. that a genius may, on ccrtain lines, do more than a brave
and manly fellow who is not a genius; and so, in sports, vast physical strength may
overcome weakness, even though the puny body may have in it the heat of a lion.
But. in the long run, in the great battle of life, no brlliancy of intellect, no perfection
of bodily development, will count when weighed in the halance against that
assemblage of virtues, active and passive, of moral qualities, which we group togcther
under the name of character; and if between any two contestants, even in college sport
or in collcge work, the difference in character on the right side 1s as great as the
difference of intellect or strength the other way, it is the character side that will win.

Of course this does not mean that either intellect or bodily vigor can safely be
ncglected. On the contrary, it means that both should be devcloped, and that not the
least of the benefits of developing both comes from the indirect eftect which this
devclopment itseltf has upon the character. In very rude and ignorant communities all
schonling is morc or less looked down upon; but there are now very few places indeed
in the United Statcs where elementary schooling is not considered a necessity. There
are any number of men, however, priding themselves upon being "hard-hcaded"” and
"practical,” who sneer at hook-learning and at every form of higher education, under
the impression that the additional mental culture is at best useless, and 1s ordinarily
harmful in practical lifé. Not long ago two of the wealthiest tnen in the United States
publicly committed themselves to the proposition that to go to college was a positive
disadvantagc for a young man who strove for success. Now, of course, the very most
successtul men we have cver had, men like Lincoln, had no chance to go to college,
but did have such indomitable tenacity and such kecn appreciation of the value of
wisdom that they set 1o wark and learned for themselves far more than they could
have been taught in any academy. On the other hand, boys ol weak liber, who go o
high school or college instead of going to work after getting through the primary
schools, muy be scriously damaged instead of benefited. But, as a rule, if the boy has
in him the right stufT, it is a great advantage to him should his circunstances be so
fortunate as to enable him to get the years of additional mental training. The trouble
with the two rich men whose views are above auoted was that, owing lareelv oerhans



to their own defects in early training, they did not know what success rcally was. Their
speeches merely hetrayed their own limitations, and did not furnish any argument
against cducation. Success must always include, as its first element. ecaming a
competence [or the support of the man himself, and for the bringing up of those
depcndent upon him. In the vast majonty of cases it ought to include financially rather
more than this. But thc acquisition of wealth is not in the least the only test of succuss.
Alter a certain amount of wealth has been accumulated, the accumulation of more 1s
of very hittle conscquence indecd from the standpoint of success, as success should be
understood both by the community and the individual. Wealthy men who use their
weaulth aright are a great power for good in the community, and help to upbuild that
material national prosperity which must underlie national greatncss; but if this were
the only kind of success, the nation would be indeed poorly oft. Successful statcsmen,
soldiers, sailors, explorers. historians, poets, and scicntific men arc also cssential to
national greatness, and. in fact, very much more esscntial than any mere successful
busincss man can possibly be. The average man, into whom the average boy develops,
18, of course, not going lo be a marvel in any linc, but, ifhe only chooses to try, he can
be very goad in any line, and the chances of his doing good work are immenscly
incrcased if he has trained his mind. Of course, if, as a result ot his high-school,
academy, or college experience, he gets to thinking that the only kind-df lcaming is
that to be found in books, he will do very little; but if hc keeps his mental balancc,—
that is, if he shows character,—he will understand both what leamning can do and what
it cannot, and he will be all the better the more hc can get.

A good deal thc same thing is true of bodily development. Exactly as one kind of
man sneers at college work because he does not think it bears any immediate fruit in
money-getting, so anothcr type of man sncers at college sports because he does not sec
their immcdiate effeet for good in practical life. Qf coursc, if they are carried to an
excessive degree, they are altogether bad. It is a good thing for a boy to have captained
his school or college cleven, but it is a very bad thing if, twenty years afterward, all
that can be said of him is that he has continued to take an interest in foot-ball, base-
ball, or boxing, and has with him thc memory that hc was once captain. A very acute
obsecrver has pointed out that, not impossibly, excessive devotion to sports and gamcs
has proved a scrious detriment in the British army, by leading thc officers and ¢ven the
men o neglect the hard, practical work of their profession for the sake of racing, foot-
ball, base-ball, polo, and tennis--—until they reccived a very rude awakening at the
hands of the Boers. Of course this means merely that any healthy pursuit can be
abused. The student in a college who “crams” in order to stand at the head of his class,
and neglects his health and stunts his development by working for high marks, may do
himself much damage; but all that he proves is that thc abuse of study is wrong. The
fact remains that the study itself is essential. So it is with vigorous pastimes. [f rowing
or fool-bull or busc-ball is treated as the end of life by any considerable scction of a
communily, then that community shows itself 10 be in an unhcalthy condition. If
treated as it should be,—that is, as good, healthy play,—it is of great bencfit, not only
to the body, but in its effcct upon character. To study hard implies character in the
student. and to work hard at a sport which entails severe physical exeition and steady
training also implies character.



All Kinds of gualities o to make up character, for, emphatically, the term should
include the positive no less than the negative virtues. If we say of a boy or a man, "Hc
is of good character,” we mcan that he does not do a great many things that are wrong,
and wet also mean that he does do a great many things which imply much cffort of will
and readiness to face what is disagreeable. He must not steal, he must not be
intempcrate, he must not be vicious in any way; he must not be mean or brutal; he
must not bully the weak. In fact, he must refrain from whatever is evil. But besides
refraining from evil, he must do good. He must be brave and energetic; he must be
resolute and persevering. The Bible always inculcales the need of the positive no Jess
than the negative virtues, although certain people who profess to teach Christianity are
apt to dwell wholly on the negative. We are bidden not mercly to bc harmless as
doves, but also as wise as serpents. It is very much casier lo carry out the former pant
of the ordcr than the latter; while, on the other hand, it is of much more importance for
the good of mankind that our goodness should be accompanied by wisdom than that
we should mercly be hanmless. If with the serpent wisdom we unite the serpent guile,
terrible will be the damage we do; and if, with the best of intentions, we can only
manage to descrve the epithet of "hanmnless,"” it is hardly worth while to have lived in

the world at all.
- 5

Perhaps there is no more important component of character than steadfast resolution.
The boy who is going to make a great man, or is going to count in any way in atter
life, must makc up his mind not merely to overcome a thousand obstacles, but to win
in spite of a thousand repulses or defcats. He may be able to wrest success along the
lines on which he originally started. He may have to try something entirely new. On
the onc hand. he must not be volatile and irresolute, and. on the other hand, he must
not fear to try a new linc because he has failed in another. Grant did well as a boy and
well as a young man; then came a period of trouble and failure, and then the Civil War
and his opportunity; and he grasped it, and rose until his name is among the greatest in
our history. Young Lincoln, struggling against incalculable odds, worked his way up.
trying onc thing and another until he, too, struck out boldly into the turbulent torrent
of our national lifc, al a time when only the boldest and wisest could so carry
themsclves as to win success and honor; and from the struggle he won both dcath and
honor, and stands forcvennorc among the greatest of mankind.

Character is shown in peace no less than in war. As the greatest fertility of invention,
the greatest perfeclion of armament, will not make soldiers out ot cowards, so no
mental traiming and no bodily vigor will make a nation great if it lacks the
fundamental principles of honesty and moral cleanliness. Afler the dcath of Alexander
the Great nearly all of the then civilized world was divided among the Greek
monarchics ruled by his companions and their successors. This Greek world was very
brilliant and very wealthy. It contained haughty military empires, and huge trading
cities, under republican government, which attained the highest pitch of commercial
and industrial prosperity. Art flourished to an extraordinary degrce; scicnce advanced
as never before. There were academics for men of letters; there were many orators,
many philosophers. Merchants and business men throve apace, and for a long period
the Greek soldiers kept the superiority and renown they had won under the mighty
conaueror of Lthe Cast. But the heart of the peonle was incurablv false. incurablv
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treacherous and debascd. Almost every statesman had his price, almost every soldier
was a mercenary who. for a sufficient inducement, would betray any cause. Moral
corruption ate into the whole social and domestic fabric, until, a little more than a
century after the death of Alexander, the empire which he had left had become a merc
ghittering shell, which went down like a house of cards on impact with the Romans;
for the Romans, with all their faults, were then a thoroughly manly ruce—a race of
strony, virile character.

Alike for the nation and the individual, the one indispensable rcquisite is character—
character that does and dares as well as endures, characler that is active in the ‘
performance of virtue no less than firm in the refusal to do aught that 1s vicious or
degradcd.

35
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The Honorabie Biil Clinton 4

President of the United States

The White House 530 -06

1600 Pennsylvania Ave.

Washington, DC 20400-2000 1Y 30 =v3: 00
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Dear Mr. President;
\f..zo >l__.

The trout fisheries in Arkanse
Rivers are some of the best and mo o — F
anglers visit these waters each year fish.
The US Fish and Wildlife Service, Ar T
Administration, Missouri Departmen ne

and Fish Commission have worked - Lﬁ%ag& CER & é—\_/ world
class fisheries productive and acces

For example, the current val ly
$161.5m even though there are tremenaous tsiiny pressuics, oiwucyvow
minimum flows, and greatly fluctuating hydropower generation flows. However,
these areas will not meet the demand of the public much longer unless action is
taken to provide more water than currently provided by the operation of a house
generator and dam leakage. The amount of water flowing for trout is
inadequate for proper temperature control, small boat navigation, oxygen
demand, and trout growth. Specific language in the Water Resources
Development Act-1999 was legislated providing water storage in Corps of
Engineers Reservoirs in Arkansas and Missouri to be released for tailwater
fisheries. However, before the water can flow for the tailwater fisheries, the
Corps of Engineers must determine the effects of this storage reallocation and
from where the water can be reallocated. The Little Rock District Corps of
Engineers has started this study, but with a projected cost of $950,000, they will
fall $850,000 short of completing it with thelr present budget.

We're writing this letter requesting that you place in the Corps FY 01
budget the needed $850,000 to complete this study. We are confident that the

The mission of tha Arkansas Game and Fish Commission is to wisely manage ali the fish and witdlite resources
of Arkansas while providng maxkmum enjoyment for the peopie.
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May 25, 2000

The Honorabile Bill Clinton g
President of the United States

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Ave. .
Washington, DC 20400-2000 00 MAY 30 =3: 05

Dear Mr. President:

The trout fisheries in Arkansas on the White, Norfork, and Little Red
Rivers are some of the best and most utilized in the World!! Thousands of
anglers visit these waters each year in search of enjoyment, relaxation, and fish.
The US Fish and Wildlife Service, Army Corps of Engineers, Southwest Power
Administration, Missouri Department of Conservation, and the Arkansas Game
and Fish Commission have worked well together in the past to make these world
class fisheries productive and accessible to a larger and growing user base.

For example, the current value to Arkansas’ economy is approximately
$161.5m even though there are tremendous fishing pressures, inadequate
minimum flows, and greatly fluctuating hydropower generation flows. However,
these areas will not meet the demand of the public much longer unless action is
taken to provide more water than currently provided by the operation of a house
generator and dam leakage. The amount of water flowing for trout Is
inadequate for proper temperature control, small boat navigation, oxygen
demand, and trout growth. Specific language in the Water Resources
Development Act—1999 was legislated providing water storage in Corps of
Engineers Reservoirs in Arkansas and Missouri to be released for tailwater
fisheries. However, before the water can flow for the tailwater fisheries, the
Corps of Engineers must determine the effects of this storage reallocation and
from where the water can be reallocated. The Little Rock District Corps of
Engineers has started this study, but with a projected cost of $950,000, they will
fall $850,000 short of completing it with their present budget.

We're writing this letter requesting that you place in the Corps FY 01
budget the needed $850,000 to complete this study. We are confident that the

The mission of the Aransas Game and Fish Comwnission is o wisely manage all the fish and witdlite resouroces
of Arkansas whilg providing maxiTaum enfoymant for the people.





































































































































































