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Mr. Frank D. Stella
7000 rlenkell Avenue :
Decroitc, MmI 482138
June 23, 1998

Honorable William Clinton

President of the United States of America
The White House H
Washington, DC

(o~
-

20500

Dear Mr. President:

On behalf of our Foundation, who you know very
well, I am pleased to recomnend to you for the
Presidencial National Medal of Arts Dr. David DiChiera,
who deserves your consideration to receive this honor.

1 am enclosing herewith a package on Dr.
DiChiera's accowmplishments and a brief history on
Michigan Opera Theatre and the Detroit Opera House
which he¢ has founded. This was no little task to bring
it from nothing to the status that it presently 1is
a very successful operation and a "wight" toward
Detroic’s Culcural Life.

..

DLr. DiCniera as a person is one of intelligence,
integrity, and super character. He possesses the
atcributces which makes him an outstanding personality.

We love him lhere in Detroit, Michigan, and the United
Staces.

Wich thanks for you affirmative consideration to
my request. I am with warmest personal regards,

tnrtelua puobit e, 1aai waarian Tous i fogelly iconnutad n ine Dot of Colui e
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David DiChiera
General Director

DR. DAVID DiCHIERA

Biography

Dr. David DiChiera is the founding general director of Michigan Opera Theatre in Detroit, Michigan. and the founding
general director (1986-1996) Opera Pacific in Orange County, California. Both are among the top professional opera
companies in the United States. He is the only general director in the nation to have founded and led two tmportant
companies in what is a unique and precedent-setting arts collaboration.

David DiChiera, son of Italian immigrants, was born in McKeesport, Pennsylvania and subsequently moved to Los
Angeles with his family when he was ten years old. He graduated from UCLA IR 1956 with highest honors and
election to Phi Beta Kappa. His activities as a pianist and composer gamnered him the Atwater Kent and Gershwin
Awards and upon receiving a Master's Degree in Composition at UCLA, he was selected to be a Fulbright Scholar for
studies in Italy in 1958. Commissioned by the United States Information Service to compose a sonata for the Naples
Festival of Contemporary Music, while in Italy, he conducted extensive research on the unpublished manuscripts of
eighteenth century opera. This culminated in a series of articles for the world's leading music encyclopedias including
Ricordr’s Enciclopedia della Musica, Groves Dictionary of Music and Barenreiter's Musik in Geschichte und
Gegenwart.

Returning to UCLA in 1960, Dr. DiChiera served on the music staff as an instructor and consequently received his
Ph.D. in Musicology. In 1962, Dr. DiChiera came to Michigan to join the faculty of music of the newly established
Oakland University. From 1963 to 1965, he also held the post of Assistant Dean for Continuing Education in the Arts
at Oakland University and was thereafter elected Chairman of the Department of Music. During his ten year stay at
Oakland University, he took an active role in the establishment of the Meadowbrook Music Festival and served as
artistic advisor to the University’s President.

In 1963, Dr. DiChiera introduced a new civic enterprise in Detroit, the popular Overture to Opera series, a program
of staged opera scenes and one-act operas he narrated and toured to hundreds of schools and community centers
throughout the state. The success of the series over a period of years laid the groundwork for creating Michigan’s own
professional opera Company in 1971, with Dr. DiChiera as General Director.

At the same time, he spearheaded the establishment of the Music Hall Center for the Performing Arts, which under
Dr. DiChiera's artistic leadership as founding director, began a tradition of providing theater. music and dance for
Michigan. DiChiera's dual role as general director of Michigan Opera Theatre and artistic director for the center, with
its multi-purpose 1,800 seat theater, was noted in the national press. The Christian Science Monitor stated "DiChiera
overcame Detroit’s inferiority complex about the arts by mounting events of national interest” while The New York
Daily: News proclaimed “Michigan Opera Theatre has become the focal point of a cultural renaissance in Detroit.”

-more-
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Since 1ts inception 1n 1971, Michigan Opera Theatre has been nationally recognized for presenting a wide varrety of
repertory reflecting intemmational grand opera, revivals of important and neglected Amencan opera/musical theater
works and operatic treasures from the national schools of opera.

Dr. DiChiera’s commitment to American opera is reflected in the recognition Michigan Opera Theatre has achieved
for mounting major revivals of American works including the Gershwins' Porgy and Bess, Blitzstein's Regina.
Gruenberg's The Emperor Jones and the world premiere of Pasatieri's #Washington Square. Two Amencan works
produced by Michigan Opera Theatre have been televised nationally: The Tender Land, by Aaron Copland with the
composer conducting, and Frank Loesser’s The Most Happy Fella, which then went on to Broadway.

In 1981, Michigan Opera Theatre launched a series of operas, which garnered international attention and stimulated
the support and participation of several large ethnic groups, both in Detroit and throughout the country. This series
included the North American premiere of the Armenian national opera 4noush by Tigranian and the American
premiere of the Polish operas The Haunted Castle and King Roger.

Establishment of an apprentice program has successfully served to train many talented young artists from Michigan
and across the nation who now have achieved established careers in the world of opera and music theater. Dr.
DiChiera has been instrumental in launching the careers of such artists as Leona Mitchell, Kathleen Battle,
Wilhelmenia Fernandez, Carmen Balthrop, Catherine Malfitano, Victona Vergara, Marna Ewing, Rockwell Black.
Richard Cowan and Ron Raines. In addition, many renowned luminaries such as Ghena Dimitrova, Dame. Joan
Sutherland, Cleo Lane, Luciano Pavarotti and Jose Carreras have appeared with Michigan Opera Theatre.

From 1979 to 1983, Dr. DiChiera served as president of OPERA America. Under his leadership, the national
organization established a major initiative 1n opera education programs throughout the country. In the area of public
information, he encouraged OPERA America to focus on strategies to help generate a positive image and interest in
opera for a greater portion of the population.

In 1981, Dr. DiChiera was appointed Artistic Director of the financially troubled Dayton Opera Association. The
success of his first season was evident in a 25% increase in season ticket sales, multiple performances for the first time
in the Company's 20-year history and a dramatic turnaround in critical response to new artistic standards. Under his
artistic stewardship, Dayton Opera developed the distinction of having the largest subscriber base of any opera
company in Ohio. In 1993, DiChiera retired from his association with the Company in order to concentrate his efforts
on Michigan Opera Theatre and Opera Pacific.

In 1986, when Orange County, California launched Opera Pacific, Dr. DiChiera was asked to provide artistic and
administrative leadership as general director. This opportunity allowed him to pursue a vision of arts management that
provided opportunities for collaborative efforts, enhancing artistic quality and fiscal stability. In October of 1996,
DiChiera announced his resignation as general director, citing the need to devote more time to the rapidly growing
Michigan Opera Theatre.

Dr. DiChiera served as a trustee for the National Institute of Music Theatre and as a board member of the American
Arts Alliance. He has been a panel member for the National Endowment for the Arts and Chairman for the
Opera/Musical Theater Panel. He has also chaired several national music conferences. Dr. DiChiera chaired the
second annual conference of the International Association of Lyric Theatre, convened in Verona, Italy, and was twice
elected vice president of the organization.
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