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6 Fighting for Veterans:

7]  Coneressional Medal of Honor — HR3584

I have introduced legislation that guarantees that recipients
of the Congressional Medal of Honor receive a medal that
is 100% gold. The men and women who have fought for this
country deserve the best. The Congressional Medal of Honor,
given to veterans for their bravery and valor, should be made
of something more dignitied than brass. My bill, HR 3584,
requires that the medal be made of gold.

Comprehensive Veterans Health and

Benefits Package Fnacred Congressman Baca discusses current veterans' issues

In November 1999. President Clinton signed into law the ~ and his HR 3584 with constituents.

Veterans Health Care and Benefits Act. This new law

provides for improved long-term care and VA health care, new veterans’ cemeteries, speedier construction of the
National World War Il Memorialand an arrav of enhanced veterans’ benefits. The health provision improves ac-
cess 10 long-term care tor the most severelv disabled veterans and expands the Department of Veterans Affairs
{VA) obligation to provide alternatives to nursing home care. The law also authorizes the VA to pay reasonable
emergency care costs for veterans who obtain their general medical care from the VA, Additionally it establishes
ncw authority for the VA to provide service to TRICARE-eligible military retirees and Purple Heart recipients who
otherwise lack priorities for VA care.

The Act also expands the VA's flexibility to generate new revenue and to spend it on health care for veterans,
and extends the VA's authority to make grants tor homeless veterans. It expands the fundraising authority of the
American Battle Monuments Commission, making it more likely that construction of the WW [I Memorial can
begin this year. It directs the VA (o obligate Advance Planning Funds for six new national veterans® cemeteries
and contracts for a study of existing national cemeteries. In addition, it makes surviving spouses ot former prisoners
of war, who died with a 100% service-connected disability. rated one vear before death, eligible for Dependency
and Indemnity Compensauvion (DIC) benefits. Another provision extends the housing loan program through
2007 tor members of the Reserves and National Guard who serve at least six years. The benefit provisions
honor our commitment to men and women who served their country and the health provisions prepare us for the
medical needs of veterans in the 21st Century. As a veteran myself, | realize how important these changes are to
tellow veterans.

Fighting for Affordable Prescription Drugs

[ recently commissioned a Congressional investigation that
tound manv San Bernardino seniors are charged two, three,
sometimes tour times more for their prescription drugs than
other semors. This study found that those San Bernardino
seniors pay an average 90% higher drug prices than what
seniors in Canada and Mexico pay.
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We Need To Protect Social Security and
Allon Working Seniors To keep All of Their Income

This year, seniors age 65-69 will lose S1 in Social Security benefits tor every $3 they earn beyond $17,000'. This
earnings limit is especially unfair to those seniors who do not have large retirement savings and wquld like to
work. Additionally, the current law keeps seniors out of the work force at a time when many gompames struggle
to find skilled employees. The unfair earnings limit discriminates against seniors. I voted for legislation that would
eliminate the earnings limit for working seniors over age 65. This measure was recently passed by angress apd
signed into law to provide relief to our seniors in the workplace. I also support the ‘‘Strengthen Socxal. Security
and Medicare Act.” This bill would protect Social Security by using the budget surplus to extend the life of the

Social Security Trust Fund through 2050. .
(continued on next page
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The Act also expands the VA's flexibility to generate new revenue and to spend it on health care for veterans,
and extends the VA's authority to make grants tor homeless veterans. It expands the fundraising authority of the
American Battle Monuments Commission, making it more likely that construction of the WW I Memorial can
begin this vear. [t directs the VA to obligate Advance Planning Funds for six new national veterans' cemeteries
and contracts for a study ot existing nauonal cemereries. [n addition, it makes surviving spouses of former prisoners
of war, who died with a 100% service-connected disability. rated one vear betore death, eligible tfor Dependency
and Indemnity Compensation (DIC) benefits. Another provision extends the housing loan program through
2007 tor members of the Reserves and National Guard who serve at least six vears. The benefit provisions
honor our commitment to men and women who served their country and the health provisions prepare us for the
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fellow veterans.

Fighting for Affordable Prescription Drugs

[ recently commissioned a Congressional investigation that
tound manv San Bernardino seniors are charged two, three,
sometimes {our times more for their prescription drugs than
other seniors. This study tound that those San Bernardino
seniors pay an average 90% higher drug prices than what
seniors in Canada and Mexico pay.

For imany older Amenicans. the affordability of prescrip-
ticn drugs has long been a pressing concern. Seniors cannot
_ attord to fix their roof. pay their electricity bills, or even buy
:.J's‘,:’;: groceries because they must pay for expensive life-saving
medications.

I support a Medicare Prescription Drug Benefit to assist
our nation’s seniors with the extraordinary high costs of
prescription drugs. Outpatient protection drug coverage is
one of the last major benefits still excluded from Medicare.
Although some Medicare beneficiaries have access to
supplemental prescription drug coverage, too often that coverage is very expensive and very limited in scope. As
well, such coverage is on the decline. Seniors — who are by far the greatest consumers of prescription drugs —
pay a larger share of drug costs out of their own pockets than all other Americans.

This means the price of prescription drugs has a greater impact on senior citizens than on younger persons.
To protect seniors from such price discrimination, [ have supported legisiation (HR 664, HR 1495) to establish a
voluntary Prescription Drug Benefit in Medicare and to make prescription drugs available at substantially reduced
prices.

Congressman Baca shows how much more Suan
Bernardino seniors pay for prescription drugs com-
pared to the rest of the country.

We Need To Protect Social Security and
Allom Working Seniors To Keep All of Their Income

This year, seniors age 65-69 will lose S1 in Social Security benefits for every $3 they earn beyond $17,000. This
earnings limit is especially unfair to those seniors who do not have large retirement savings and would like to
work. Additionally, the current law keeps seniors out of the work force at a time when many companies struggle
to find skilled employees. The unfair earnings limit discriminates against seniors. [ voted for legislation that would
eliminate the earnings limit for working seniors over age 65. This measure was recently passed by Congress and
signed into law to provide relief to our seniors in the workplace. I also support the *‘Stremgthen Social Security
and Medicare Act.”’ This bill would protect Social Security by using the budget surplus to extend the life of the

Social Security Trust Fund through 2050.
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Baca Fighting To Provide A Strong ‘'Patients’ Bill of Rights"

I want to ensure that only medical professionals and their patients make medical decisions. This bill guarantees
access to emergency care, specialists and clinical trials; allows women to visit OB/GYNs and children to visit pedi-
atricians as their primary care physicians; gives patients the power to appeal decisions they think are unfair and
to hold HMO'’s accountable under state law for decisions that jeopardize patient health; and ends '‘gag rules’’ that
inhibit discussion of treatment options.

Fighting {o Put COPS On the Streets and In Qur Schools

Crime is down, thanks in part, to the 100,000 new police officers on the streets nationwide. Since the Communi-
ty Oriented Policing Services (COPS) program started, we have benefited from over 230 new officers on our streets
and in the schools of the 42nd District. This year, Congress funded the first installment to help local police depart-
ments hire 50,000 more police officers over the next 5 years.

Fighis For Excellence In Educatioa For Everyone

Only the educated are free. Congress needs the encouragement of working men and women everywhere to see
that the essential values of our fundamental system of education are protected and preserved with modern schools.
smaller classes, safer learning and 21st Century technologies for our children and teachers. This year several impor-
tant Federal grants will help prepare the schools in San Bernardino including teacher preparation and licensing:

¢ $1.3 million to encourage low-income students to continue on to college;

e 3$.17 million to integrate technology into the classroom;

e $2.6 million to put more community police officers in more San Bernardino schools.

Baca Voices Concerns About Proposed
Nuclear Waste Shipments

[ have insisted that the U.S. Department of Energy alter
its plans to ship potentially dangerous nuclear waste through
the Inland Empire. | participated in a hearing on February
22, 2000. regarding this issue and spoke against S1287 on the
tloor of the House, legislation which would allow trucks and
trains carrying highly dangerous radioactive materials on our
roads and through our communities. The potential for acci-
dents is far too great a risk.

Affordable Housing For Firefighters

I achieved my first legislative victory that passed the House
of Representatives that would allow firefighters the same op-
portunities that some of our other public safety officers and edu-
cators already have, up to 50% savings on the purchase of a
home. 1 want to help tirefighters achieve their dreams by provid-
ing them attordable housiag for firefighters across America.
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On the occasion of his 102nd birthday, Congress-
man Baca met with Jose R. Sedano to discuss senior
issues and presented him with an dmnerican flag.
Present were his wife Maria Sedano and son Tony
Sedano who lives in the district,

San Manuel Bottte Water Facility

Congressman Baca will continue to work to secure Fed-
eral funds to help promote and enhance programs tor selt-
reliance and sovereignty for Nuative Americans.

Baca Pushes Transit Projects
For Inland Empire

I testified on February 10th before the House¢ Transpor-
tation Appropriations Subcommitiee in support of numer-
ous highway and transit projects being proposed in the 42nd
Congressional District in the Inland Empire, including the
Etiwanda Interchange project. The Alameda Corridor East  Congressman Baca was honored ro participate with
from Los Angeles and San Gabriel Valley into the Inland Em-  Chairman Deron Marquez and other tribal members
pire, connecting Ontario and Colton. Theeliminationof dan- gt the groundbreaking of the San Manuel Boitle
gerous railroad grade crossings in San Bernardino County, Watering Facility on March 3, 2000.
adding funding for Metrolink and research and development
funds for the development of a high-speed ‘*Maglev'" rail
system connecting the Inland Empire with downtown Los Angeles.

LAMBRA — March 31, 2000

After attending the signing of the Memorandum of Understanding agreement between the California Trade
and Commerce Agency and the [nland Valley Development Agency (IVDA), Congressman Baca will continue to
work on behalf of military base conversion needs in seeking federal funding for infrastructure development and
improvements needed to facilitate the use of the old Norton Air Force Base and other facilities.

(continued on last page)






Congressman

JOE BACA

Reports to the 42nd District

May, 2000

Dear Friends,

It is an honor and a privilege to work for the people of the Inland Empire in
Congress. I am pleased with the important progress made towards taking care of
the needs of our community.

I came ro Congress to protect Social Security and Medicare, improve health
care, protect patients. provide affordable prescription drugs for seniors, further
economic developmen! and improve education (smaller class sizes, enhanced
rechnology, school construction), raise the minimum wage, increase public safety,
improve transportation (Alameda Corridor) and most of all work to ensure that all
veterans receive the veryv besr health care and benefits they fully deserve.

As [ ravel throughout the 42nd Congressional District I see the challenges and
opportunities that fuce our community. It has been a pleasure to meet so many
concerned parents, siudents and community people who have asked me to fight for
them. [ want ro assure vou that I intend to do just that.

There is no more worthwhile challenge than ensuring that our communities will
get their fair share o/ funding and most of all that our children will receive the
highest quality education possible. When we meet this challenge, we will give our
children the gift of opportunity, and they will be able to live their lives to their
Judlest potential.

[ am dedicared ro bringing additional resources to our state and the Inland
Empire that will allow us to accomplish our goals. Be assured that | will work
aggressively ro successjullv address this challenge.

Warmest Regards,

e

JOE BACA
Member of Congress

WHERE TO REACH US

Washington, D.C.: San Bemmardino:
2300 Raybum House Office Building 201 Nosth E Street, Sutte 206
Washington, D.C. 20515 San Bernardino, CA 92401
(202) 225-6161 (509) 885-BACA (2222)
Fax (202) 225-8671 Fax (909) 888-5959

On the Web at: http://www.house.gov/baca
Email: cong.baca@ mail.house.gov
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OFFICE OF THE UNITED STATES TRADE REPRESENTATIVE MY 1° :“12:7“5

Executive Office of the President
600 17TH STREET, NW
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20508

Office of Deputy United States Trade Representative Richard Fisher

May 11, 2000

g . : 2 :
Number of Pages including cover. 2 / 4 ;P‘H/ \
To: Sean Maloney \ /Pt D' v
Office/Agency: Staff Secretary s 2
Fax Number: 62215 > e 7

J - \ROU -/ c/
SUBJECT: Presidential letter ' P2 i\

From: Richard Fism

202) 395-9595 7 (% (‘*4 . (202) 395-3390
Phone (202) oo FAX: (202)395-339
Sean.

Attached please find a draft presidential letter to my daughter Alison Fisher, Andrea Olshan and
Haley Joel. These three young women recently raised $36,000 for the Elizabeth Glaser Pediatric
AIDS Foundation, a significant accomplishment at any age.

I would appreciate it if the President could send a letter to each of them acknowledging this
achievement. In light of his recent proclamation of AIDS as a national security threat, the
President might be interested in recognizing the efforts at home to combat the disease.




Ms Alison Fisher
258 Pforzheimer Mail Center
Cambridge, MA 02138

Ms Andrea Olshan
130 Leverett Mail Center
Cambndge, MA 02138

Ms. Haley Joel

345 Kirkland Mail Center
Cambndge, MA 02138

Dear Alison, Andrea and Haley-

I understand that you recently organized and raised $36,000 at a Hasty Pudding dinner for
the Elizabeth Glaser Pediatnc AIDS Foundation.

Combating AIDS is a critical goal of my Adminstration and, as you may have read
recently, I have declared it a national security threat, for the first time elevating a pandemic to this
status

Your interest in fighting this cnitical health threat is much appreciated. At the very least, I
want you to know that your accomplishment of raising $36,000 as college undergraduates for ths

important cause is appreciated by your President and by a grateful nation.

Sincerely,

William Jefferson Clinton
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April 15. 2000

The Honorable William Jefferson Clintos
President of the United States

The White House /
Room 56

Washington, Dc 20500

Dear Mr. President

I am writing to support the nomination of Senator Frank Moss for the Presidential Medal
of Freedom. [ cannot encapsulate in a few words the depth and breadth of his career nor
the positive and lasting impact it has had on our society. His work for the elderly.
environment, consumer, and Space Program are lasting testaments to the value and
wisdom of his career. [n addition he was instrumental in helping to pass such Bills as
Truth in Advertising. Truth in Lending, Truth in Packaging, and Truth in Labeling Laws.
All of the above bear his name and speak to his integrity and sense of justice in our
society. .

Sen. Moss has been honored by his home state of Utah and it is now time for us to
recognize his enormous contributions to our nation.

[ strongly endorse his recommendation for The Presidential Medal of Freedom.

With best wishes,
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