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Retumed Peace Corps Volunteers
Mission for Peace in Ethiopia and Eritrea
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April 24, 2000

\{ 2o —
William Jefferson Clinton o e
President of the United States
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. CA_J\_b'O
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President;

The ever-increasing reports of famime in the Hom of Africa, exacerbated by the ongoing
war between Ethiopia and Eritrea, have caused us to intensify our efforts to facilitate the
movement toward peaceful resolution of this needless conflict. We believe the war can be
brought to a quick conclusion if you take the bold step to call both leaders to a peace conference
in Washington, DC.

As you may recall, we are a team of five Returned Peace Corps Volunteers who have
been worlang for more than a year to encourage the two sides to move down the path to peace.
We are determmned to do whatever we can to promote the peace process. We have access to the
leaders of both countries, and they have encouraged us to persist in our efforts as neutral and
equal friends of both sides.

Much has been done to define the terms for peace. The OAU, with vital support from
your special envoy, the State Department and the National Security Council staff, has produced a
mutually acceptable framework and modalities for peace. The remaining issues in dispute
concern implementation procedures and sequences. We are encouraged by this progress. We are
hopeful that the planned but delayed proximity talks will take place soon, and that they will be
productive. We fear, however, that they will not be conclusive. Two years have passed without
closure, and the stalemate persists.

Last summmer, when we returned from our peace mission to Ethiopia and Eritrea, we then,
and we believe more strongly today, that the swiftest and perhaps the only means of ending the
deadly impasse between these two countries is by your intervention in callmg President Isaias
and Prime Minister Meles to a meeting in Washington or at Camp David to resolve their
differences. We urge you, most respectfully, to take this humane step.

Owr discussions with Prime Minister Meles and President Isaias, and their key ministers
lead us to believe that lack of trust between the governments prevent them from meeting and
reaching a final resolution. You have the stature and power to cause the two leaders to overcome
the distrust. Your intervention can provide both leaders with the opportunity to meet together
and take the final steps to peace. We believe you are the only person who can bring them
together and end the war.

Ending this needless war was extremely important last summer, but it is imperative
today. Saving tens of thousands of soldiers and the economic capacity of two countries was at
stake then. Saving hundreds of thousands, possibly millions, from starvation is the added
obligation today. We are no longer only urging American leadership to end a war. Now, we are
urging immediate action against preventable massive starvation. The looming famine compels us
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to press on with renewed vigor and determination. As Americans with a long and close
friendship with the people of Ethiopia and Eritrea we feel this obligation with intensity.
Therefore, we appeal to you to use your personal influence and the power of your office to bring
this war to an end.

Respectfully,

A B

John Garamendi Charles Dambach William Canby
Team leader President, Museum private citizen
Trustees Assocuation
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Michael McCaskey Melvin Foote
Chairman, Chicago Bears President, Constituency for Africa

2727 29 Street, NW, #609

Washington, DC. 20008
202-248-1773
















































