

















































































































































































































'~ -‘;__rmlhon Amencans of Irish hentage ‘North and South

The Hon. William J. Clinton,
Pre31dent

United States of America,
The White House,
Washington D.C. 20500,
US.A.

29 March. 2000.

Dear Mr. President;

You may recall durihg your visit to Ireland in 1995 you kindly offered to
greet the Irish tall ship the Jeanie Johnston on her arrival in the United
States. I'm proud to tell you that the repllca ship is now nearing

_completlon in County Kerry and will set sail for America in mid May

arrmng ﬁrst in the Washmgton area the week begmnmg J une 19" next.

The Original Jeanie Jo_hnston was .the_ most famous of the Irish 19®
century emigrant ships. She sailed on the American route and brought:
emigrants fleeing the potato famine to the: New. World. She carried a full

- complement of 200 passengers and 17 crew drawn from Narth and South.

Remarkably, in the era of the disease-ridden ‘coffin ships’,” Jeanie never -
lost a passenger to dlsease or the sea durmg 16 trans-Atlantnc voyages.

The rebom Jeame Johnston isa wonderﬁJl example of Insh—Amencan
partnership. It has been built by young people from disadvantaged.
Unionist and Nationalist communities North and South and from various
cities in the United StateS. Young people. from North and South will also
help crew the vessel ort her Millennium Voyage to the United States and
visits to over 20 US andCanadlan cities. The voyage w1ll salute the 43




DL

The project is a non-partisan effort supported by the Irish and British
Governments and by political leaders from North and South. John Hume
has been a supporter from the outset and the Jeanie Johnston has been
called the ‘ship of peace’ by Progressive Unionist Party Leader David
Ervine. The ship is a powerful symbol of the new and peaceful Ireland
and it is peace and prosperity on the island that has allowed it to be built.

I know that our Ambassador Sean O Huiginn will be in touch with you
shortly regarding the ship’s visit as will your Ambassador Mike Sullivan
who has been following our progress with interest.

President McAleese, patron of the project, will officially launch the ship

at a ceremony attended by political leaders and friends of the project
North and South. '

It would be a wonderful honor if you could meet the Jeanie Johnston and
her crew on arrival in Alexandria en or around June 19™. I know your
schedule is very busy but we can time our arrival to suit you.

I hope, Mr. President, you will be able to welcome us to America.

With best wishes,

L

Dick Sprifg/ TD,
Chairman,
Millennium Voyage Committee.

























04/14/00

¥ 5

FRI 12:53 FAX 12052572622 GOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS
Elmer B, Harris 600 North 18th Suest
President and Post Office Bax 2641
Chief Bxecutive Officer Birmingham, Alabama 35291-0001
Tel 205.257.1600
Fax 205257.2940

April 14, 2000

The Honorable William J. Clinton
Office of the President

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. *
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

Your personal leadership through the past eight years has retumed America to its preeminent
position as the economic leader of the world. Your courage in staying the course and the
dedication and persistence of your vision have brought our nation its greatest period of economic
expansion and prosperity in history. Under your leadership, prosperity has become a bridge to
take all Americans — young and old, poor and middie class ~ to a bettsr way of life. Like the
crossing of the Edmund Pettus Bridge, your administration wiil stand as a symbol of justice,
humanity and courage.

| saw the promise of your leadership when, just after your election, | participated in your
_conference on economic affairs in Lite Rock. | saw the manifestation of your humanity as you
toured the destruction left by tomadoes in Jefferson County. Now, | am appealing to that
leadership and humanity in regard to a matter of great importance.

There is legislation before you now that has required years of dedication and compromise to
forge. The Nuclear Waste Policy Amendments Act of 2000 (S.1287) will help solve some of the
most difficult problems faced by America’s nuclear power industry. Since 1995, the
environmental community, anti-nuclear forces, and industry representatives have tried to hammer
out an agreement acceptable to all. The legislation now before you may not be perfect, but it is a
perfect example of hard fought compromise.

Before your final decision on the bill, | would like to meet with you.personally. | am requesting
meeting so that | may express my extremne concem for ment that brought
about compromise.

Mr. President, this matter is very important to me and | sin ly hope you will grant me this
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audience.
Best pergonal regards. g ;,_)L\ € cj—
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