























cremation of the three defendants, saying "there's your
head-marker, you animal," and then pouring on charcoal
lighter, chorting "now we're gonna have some fun," and
lighting his cigar before dropping the match.

Did he do it? We hear a litany of his problems: A brain
tumor, manic-depression, bad checks, drug abuse, DUIs,
hallucinations, blackouts, neighbors who got a restraining
order after he spanked their child, and the death of his
wife. Byers rants about those who accused him of her death,
and says she died in her sleep of natural causes. Later,
possibly in a Freudian slip, he says, "after my wife was
murdered."

The legal establishment in West Memphis seems wedded to
their shaky case--dug in too deep to reconsider. Echols' new
attorney claims the original defense was underfunded and
incompetent, and indeed we find that one attorney was paid
only $19 an hour, and the defense was limited to $1,000 for
tests and research in a case dripping with forensic
evidence.

Questions remain. If the victims were killed in the
wooded area where they were found, why was there no blood at
the scene? Can a confession by Misskelley be trusted? He has
an IQ of 72, was questioned by police for 12 hours without a
parent or attorney present, and then was tape-recorded only
long enough to recite a statement which he later retracted.

On June 17, the appeal was turned down, by the same
judge who officiated at the original trial. Near the end of
the film, Byers takes a lie detector test and passes. The
film notes that at the time he was on five mood-altering
medications. The last shots show him singing "Amazing
Grace," very badly.
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April 4, 2000

President Bill Clinton

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D.C. 20500

RE: FILMS REGARDING DAMIEN ECHOLS'
WRONGFUL CONVICTION IN ARKANSAS

Dear Mr. President,

Enclosed please find VHS copies of two documentary films made by my
partner and me, entitled Paradise Lost: The Child Murders at Robin Hood
Hills and Revelations: Paradise Lost 2. :

As you may have heard from Lou Weisbach and Roger Ebert, the films tell
the story of the tragic and brutal 1993 murders of three eight-year-old boys in
West Memphis, Arkansas, and the subsequent trials and convictions of
Damien Echols, Jason Baldwin and Jessie Misskelley, Jr.

Damien, Jason and Jessie were convicted in an atmosphere of hysteria, in a
community desperate for answers in the wake of an unthinkable tragedy.

The emotions of the case permeated the media and the public at large, who
convicted these young men before their trials ever began. However, there has
only been extremely limited circumstantial evidence linking any of these
young men to the crime. In fact, even one of the original prosecutors (who
has yet to come forward publicly) has admitted to us privately that he does
not feel the evidence he presented at trial was sufficient to warrant a
conviction.

Damien Echols is sentenced to die by lethal injection, which could happen as
early as this year. His case is now under review by the Arkansas Supreme
Court, which, I fear, will likely echo the prejudiced statements of the lower
courts. Those tainted opinions will be all that a Federal Circuit Judge will
read before deciding whether or not to grant Damien a federal habeas corpus
hearing, unless someone urges the courts to look closer at this case, and take
an interest in the execution of this innocent young man.

(continued, next page...)
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As an Arkansas native, I sincerely hope that you do not perceive these films
to be disparaging toward your home state. Although some Arkansans have
been displeased with the portrayal of the State, our intention was never to
criticize Arkansas, but to shed light on this particular case.

[ am currently on location directing a movie (the sequel to The Blair Witch
Project), but if you have any questions about the case or the films, [ can be
reached at all times on my cel phone, at (914)325-2409. Additionally, I live
only minutes away from your Chappaqua home, in case you or Mrs. Clinton
have any interest in meeting with me about the case.

Mr. President, it is imperative that the three young men receive new trials in
a neutral environment. [ implore you to view these two films and take an
interest in this potential gross miscarriage of justice, currently happening in
your home state.

Respectfull

| erlinger
Enclosures

cc: Roger Ebert (w /o enclosures)
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War-crimes prosecutor
not afraid to make waves

\ tdrug lorﬂs, are still unsure how far
g o trust her.

Western officials®

wary of del Ponte

For example, there's her desire
to command a SWAT team.

Mrs. del Ponte remains so frus-
trated by the failure to capture
high-ranking Balkan war crimi-
nals that she rhapsodizes about
having a small international task
force, heavily armed and indepen-
dent of their national command-
ers.

B\g Betsy Pisik
TH

WASKINGTON TINMES

THE HAGUE — When she was
attorney general of Switzerland,

Carla del Ponte accused Boris
Yeltsin of money-laundering, froze
millions of dollars of Benazir Bhut-
to’s secret assets and escaped a
roadside bomb planted by the Ital-
ian Mafia.

So it should have been no sur-
prise to see the United Nations'
chief prosecutor of war crimes in

222t _she saidecmili
the Balkans and Rwanda proceed- made a plucking m
ing vigorously against NATO - gold bracelets jangling.
move secretly, without all th
tary structure. Just arrest the

tives with stealth and speed.”

erals as well as Yugoslav war gfun-
inals last year.

"] was very surprised a

view. “In my experienc
have nothing to worry ab

In the six months since !
Ponte took charge of the interna-
tional tribunal at The Haguehshe
has stepped on the toes of ma
powerful and influential people,

fa.lr::lgaelx;‘lnghthe very government of-

who are, or sho

helpful to her. e e
InDecember, she shocked West-

érn governments when she ac-

knowledged her staff was investi-

galing charges that NATO had

targeted Kosovar civilia
actgd'rqckleSsly durlnngs laansi
spxxng s}e‘u rraids.
nd she rarely passes -
portunity to goad l:he Sta:gira:;?g-
ternational force in Bosnja known
as Sfor, for failing to arrest in-
dicted Yugoslav war crimjnals who
are leading very public lives.
_Earlier the same month, she"
riled Rwandan officials when an
appeals chamber ordered the re-
lease of an indicted Hutu officia)
whose genocide trjal had not
started after two years in custod\y
Rwandan officjals denied her a
l\?lz?rwhel_lt s]he annlounced a visit to
capital, Kigalj, i
sot';%ht an jnvita%jon. before hiving
ese diplomatic dust-
largely settled now: Tclixe R‘xﬁ:ﬁ
government appears mollified by
her successful efforts to kee
Jean-Bosco Barayagwizi" in cus‘-)
tody for an accelerated trial; and
after indignant protests from co-
gln:wn governments, she has gl
ngn.Shelved the NATO investiga-
But Western officials, man
t\yhom Vigorously praised herye?‘-f
orts to rout organjzed crime and

NATO soldiers not be injured i)
apprehending indictees, espe-
cially the architects of the Bosnian
war: Yugoslav President Slobodan
Milosevic, Bosnian Serb leader
Radovan Karadzic and his sen:or
commander, Gen. Ratko Mladic.

“I want a special police force,”

she said on a drizzly day in her
well-secured office deep inside the
International Criminal Tribunal
for the Former Yugoslavia.

“Not a big one, but international.

\Vell trained. Your best military, a
force that can go in .quickly and

broadly,
ian, her
an

She scoffed at concerns t

“All the governments tell me the
difficulties they have, not to lose
life of the military when arrest-

ing gitives,” Mrs. del Po
scowled, ¢ indi Tom
the glowing up of her Marlboro
Light to her audibly tapping foot.
“This I cannot understand.”

Following a dramatic pre-dawn
raid last week in the Bosnian Serb
capital, Pale — when French
NATO forces captured senior
Karadzic aide Momcilo Krajisnik
— there are 39 suspected Balkan
war criminals in custody. But that
does not satisfy Mrs. del Ponte.

“Mladic! Karadzic! Milosevic!"
she chants in Italian-flavored Eng-
lish, slapping the table with each
name. "“Our mandate is to pursue
those responsible for genocide,
crimes against humanity, and the
most responsible are Mladic,
Karadzic and Milosevic. We can go
after the others, but if we are to
achieve our mandate, we must
have the top.”

By all accounts, Mrs. del Ponte
is an intense, aggressive and ambi-
tious prosecutor.

“She’s a bulldog — in the best
sense,” said US. Ambassador for
War Crimes Issues David Scheffer,
who described her as more detail-
oriented than her predecessors.
“Madame del Ponte is not someone
afraid to express her point of view."

Her staff, some of whom have
been with the tribunal for years,
agreed the S3-year-old prosecutor

with silver hair and funky black
giasses is not afraid toshake things
up.

l)Detractors and fans alike con-
sider her something of a character
— energetic and demanding, a
high-strung chain-smoker who can
be difficult to work with. Unlike
her predecessor, Louise Arbour of
Canada, Mrs. del Ponte travels be-
hind a permanent security cordon
and does not socialize easily with
diplomats or staff members.

Several U.N. and government of-
ficials who have worked with and
for her mention her formality, in-
tensity and, inevitably, distance.

“There is no question that
Arbour was the better diplomat,”
said one official who has watched
her work.

The Rwandan government, for
example, remains impatient with
the glacial pace of international
trials and is desperate for a piece
of the UN. tribunal’s $7S million
budget.

Although N 's. del Ponte inher-
ited the Barayagwiza case from
Miss Arbour, there is still consid-
erable tension, with Rwandan offi-
cials often reluctant to grant visas
and security to U.N. forensic inves-
jgators or allow witnesses to
ti\avel to the Tanzania-based tribu-
nd to testfy.
rc. del Ponte has vowed to

esd half her ime at the Arusha
rt complex, and has even
ented a house there.

None of the dust-ups is likely to
urprise those who knew her in
Switzerland, where Mrs. Del Ponte
was a high-profile and controver-
sial attorney general.

She won few friends in govern-
ment or the financial services sec-
tor when she indicted bank direc-
tors for conspiracy and tried to
open up Switzerland's secret bank

accounts. ag !
Before leaving in September t0

come to the Hague-based tribunal,
she opened an invesugation accus-
ing Boris Yeltsin, his famlly mem-
bers and several Kremlin officials
ing bribes. )
Of{)ali:rigg five years as Swiss
attorney-general, Mrs. del Ponte
also ordered the confiscation of ar-
counts of ousted Pakistani Prime
Minister Benazir Bhutto and her
husband, Asif Ali Zardart, Raul Sa-
linas, brother of former Mexican
President Carlos Salinas, and close
Yeltsin associate Boris Berezov-
sky, among others.

Thhe Washington Tines
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